
March 24 & 25, 2018 

Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday Vigil   5:00 p.m. 

  Sunday    8:00 a.m. 

  10:00 a.m. 

     12:00 noon 
 

  Monday-Friday   7:30 a.m. 

  Saturday   8:30 a.m. 
 

Reconciliation 
 

  Wednesday   6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

  Saturday   4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

  Wednesday   6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

HOLY REDEEMER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

4902 Berwyn Road 
College Park, Maryland 20740 

301-474-3920 
E-MAIL: parish@holy-redeemer.org 

WEBSITE: parish.holy-redeemer.org 
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/

HolyRedeemerCollegePark4902 
 

Clergy: 

  Rev. Mark Smith, Pastor 
  Rev. Matthew Fish, Parochial Vicar 

  Deacon Jim Doyle 
 

  Rev. Charles F. Smarsh 

  Rev. Michael Hall, OSB 
 

Parish Staff: 
   

   Mrs. Marie Winterson 
    Parish Secretary 
    Virtus Child Protection Coordinator 
 

   Mrs. Kathie Bernitt 
    Bookkeeper 

 

   Mrs. Bethany Berard 
    Director of Religious Education 
    Adult, Youth, & Child Faith Formation and  
    Sacramental Preparation 
 

   Mrs. Maria Balducci 
    Director of Music 
  

   Mr. James Brosnihan 
    Facilities Maintenance 

Holy Redeemer School 

301-474-3993 
EMAIL: school@holy-redeemer.org  

WEBSITE: school.holy-redeemer.org 

FACEBOOK: facebook.com/HRSCollegePark 

Mrs. Maria C. Bovich, Principal 
Pre-Kindergarten through 8th Grade 

Beforecare & Aftercare Available 

Tuition Assistance Available 

Matrimony 

Please call the Parish Office at least six months in ad-

vance to speak with a priest and to schedule Pre-Cana 

Formation and a wedding date. 
 

Baptism 

Baptisms are typically held the fourth Sunday of the 

month at 1:00 p.m.  Please call the parish office for 

information and to schedule Baptism Preparation For-

mation and a Baptism date. 

Palm Sunday of the 
Passion of the Lord 

mailto:parish@holy-redeemer.org


HOLY REDEEMER CATHOLIC CHURCH, COLLEGE PARK, MD 

PALM SUNDAY 

OF THE PASSION OF OUR LORD 
 

Our humanity 
bleeds through 

today's Gospel 

passages in 
more ways than 
one. We see 
both elation and 

fall, hope in the 

midst of the 
darker sides of 

our natures. If 
we allow it, 

these Gospels hold a mirror to our own fickle 
hearts. The crowds cry "Hosanna" and the 
Apostles profess allegiance unto death. In a 
manner of days - even hours - Jesus is be-
trayed, abandoned, denied, condemned, tor-

tured, and executed. As God, he could have 
stopped this horrific narrative from unfold-
ing, but he doesn't. He allows free will to 
play itself out. 
 

There are nearly two millennia between this 

spectacle and us. We can stand safely re-

moved, if we choose. But Lent invites us to 
return to this story. Lent invites us to find 
ourselves in the people we encounter there. 
Are we the repentant woman at Bethany? Are 
we naysayers of such lavish piety? Have we 

acted in a way that betrays those we love or 
denies what we know to be good and true? 

Have we fallen asleep in our faith? Have we 
unfairly accused others of a crime or immo-

rality we imagine, though perhaps they did-

n't commit? Do we help others carry their 

burdens? Do we stand in solidarity with 
those who suffer? Do we care for the dying? 
 

This week, take up today's Gospel again. 

Look carefully at the Passion narrative and 
sit with it in silence. Find yourself in the sto-
ry and ponder its meaning for your own life. 
Journey with Jesus to the foot of the Cross so 

that you too may say, along with the faithful 
centurion, "truly this man was the Son of 

God!"  

Dear Parishioners of Holy Redeemer, 
 

We are almost to the most important and moving ceremo-

nies of the Church’s year, the Easter Triduum!  In the Easter 

Triduum we get to participate in some of the Church’s most 

ancient ceremonies and traditions which have been handed 

down to us for hundreds and thousands of years.  In order 

that you can enter more deeply into this incredible time, Fr. 

Matt and I wanted to extend the invitation to you to attend 

our Triduum liturgies and give a little explanation of what 

goes on at each. 

 

Holy Thursday (March 29, 7:30 PM) 

The Mass on Holy Thursday remembers in a particular way 

Our Lord’s own Last Supper with his disciples during 

which he instituted the Priesthood and the Eucharist.  Dur-

ing this Mass you will notice a couple of differences.  After 

the Homily, the priest imitates Christ’s own actions at the 

Last Supper.  He takes off his outer garment, girds himself 

with a towel, and washes the feet of twelve members of the 

congregation.  In this action, Jesus teaches us about true 

humility and the length that he would go to save the hu-

man race.  Jesus, in becoming man, took the form of a slave 

in order to save us and raise us up.  At the Last Supper, he 

performs the most menial of tasks, the task of the lowest 

slave, washing the feet of his disciples.  At the end of Mass, 

the Blessed Sacrament is taken out of the sanctuary and is 

reserved at a special altar of repose down in the Four Sea-

sons Room.  It reminds us of how Jesus, after his Last Sup-

per, left the city and traveled to the Garden of Gethsemane 

to spend the night in prayer. 

 

Good Friday (March 30, 7:30 PM) 

The evening of Good Friday is a profound and somber med-

itation on Jesus’s passion and death on the cross.  We read 

the Passion account from the Gospel of John, and meditate 

on how much Jesus loved us, that he freely offered himself 

for our sins on the cross.  The liturgy begins with the priest 

prostrating himself before the altar, an ancient symbolic 

gesture in which the priest offers himself totally just as 

Jesus did.  Following the readings and the chanting of the 

Passion, the Prayers of the Faithful are said. You will no-

tice they are a little different than our normal Prayers of 

the Faithful.  The deacon invites the people to pray for a 

particular person or people, everyone prays in silence on 

their knees, and the priest sums up the silent prayers in a 

closing prayer.   
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This pattern comes directly from the earliest of Chris-

tian communities!  Finally, all are invited to come for-

ward and venerate the Cross, a practice dating to the 

early Christian Church in Jerusalem.  It is customary to 

kiss the cross, because by it Christ has redeemed the 

world!  The Cross is the heart of the Christian life, it’s 

the instrument of our salvation, and this night we re-

member that it shows us just how much our God loves 

us. 

 

Easter Vigil (March 31, 8:30 PM) 

This is it - the greatest night of the year, the end of the 

season of Lent and the beginning of the joyful Easter 

celebration.  The Easter Vigil dates to the early Church, 

when Christians would spend the entire night before 

Easter Morning in prayer preparing for the joy of the 

Resurrection.  The Easter Vigil starts outside the Church 

with the blessing of the Easter Fire, which reminds us 

that Christ is the light that shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness cannot comprehend it.  We light the Easter 

Candle, and that one flame, spreads throughout the 

whole church, divided yet not dimmed.  The Deacon will 

sing the Exsultet, the ancient hymn of praise for Christ 

who rose on Easter to save us from our sins.  We then 

remember God’s saving activity in our lives, reading 

from the Old Testament all the stories of salvation.   
 

After the homily, we have the joy of welcoming new 

members to our Church, who will be saved by the sacra-

ment of Baptism and will be strengthened by the power 

of the Holy Spirit through the sacrament of Confirma-

tion.  It is again in continuation with an ancient tradi-

tion that on this night, new members of the Church are 

fully initiated.  They go through spiritually that night 

exactly what we celebrate - that Christ died for our sins 

and rose again, giving us a new life, free from sin and 

death.  Finally, after the long empty Good Friday, the 

Eucharist is consecrated, and all receive Our Lord’s ris-

en body sacramentally.   

 
These three nights take us back to our Christian roots, to 

the fundamental story of our faith.  They are an extended 

meditation, or even a mini-retreat, by which we can put 

aside all our distractions and concerns and focus our at-

tention on Jesus: Jesus who gave us the Eucharist and the 

Priesthood, Jesus who suffered such mockery and cruelty 

to save us from our sins, and Jesus who rose again and 

brings us new life!   
 

We hope you can join us!   
 

In Christ, 

 

 

 

Fr. Mark L. Smith 

School of Religion 
 

School of Religion will be in session this 

Sunday, March 25th, but will not be in 

session next Sunday, April 1st due to the 

Easter Sunday. 
 

School of Religion will be in session on the following 
Sundays in April: April 8th, April 15th, April 22nd, and 

April 29th. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Berard in 

the parish office or via e-mail at beth.berard@holy-

redeemer.org.   

Living Stations of the Cross 
 

You are invited to attend the Living Sta-

tions of the Cross on Good Friday, 

March 30th at 12:00 noon in the 

church. 
 

The Living Stations of the Cross is presented by the Confir-
mation class and is a great way to prayerfully commemo-

rate Jesus’ crucifixion on Good Friday. This beautiful pray-

er is appropriate for parishioners of all ages.  We look for-

ward to having you join us! 

Good Friday Collection  

for the Holy Land 
 

On Good Friday, March 30th, the Archdio-

cese of Washington will take up the annual 

Pontifical Collection for the Holy Land. The 

challenges for Christians living in the Holy 

Land are great. Many have chosen to leave, 

and others continue to do so, depleting the 

Christian faith communities there and making the need of 

families that remain all the more urgent. The Good Friday 

Collection aids the ministry of the Holy Land Franciscans, 

who for 800 years have nourished Christians in the Holy 

Land with presence, care, and service. Your support helps 

the Church to minister in parishes, provide Catholic 

schools, and offer religious education. It also helps to pre-

serve the sacred shrines in the land where our faith was 

born. Please be generous as you are able.   

Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl 
 

During Lent, Holy Redeemer Parish and 

School have been participating in CRS 

Rice Bowl, Catholic Relief Services’ Len-

ten program, as a way to encounter Jesus through oth-

ers, especially through the most vulnerable in our 

world. Please turn in your Rice Bowls by next Sunday, 

April 1st. Collection boxes will be located at the en-

trances of the Church, or you may drop your Rice Bowl 

off at the parish office. 
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2018 Annual Jubilarian Mass 
 

Cardinal Donald Wuerl will celebrate the 

Annual Jubilarian Mass honoring couples 

married 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, and 51+ 

years on Sunday, June 17th at 2:00 p.m. at 

the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 

Immaculate Conception.  Please call the Parish Office 

or use the sign up forms at the entrances of the church 

to register.  All names for the Jubilarian Mass should 

be submitted by no later than Friday, April 6th. 

Quo Vadis Hiking Trip 
 

On Sunday, April 15th, all high school 

aged men who are interested in learn-

ing more about the priesthood are in-

vited to go on a Quo Vadis hiking trip in Montgomery 

County. The day will include Mass, lunch, Eucharistic 

Adoration, dinner, and the opportunity to spend time 

with priests, seminarians, and other high school aged 

men who are open to the priesthood. Bus transporta-

tion is available from throughout the archdiocese. 

More information is available and registration is open 

at www.DCpriest.org. Please contact the Office of 

Priest Vocations (vocations@adw.org or 202-636-

9020) with any questions. 

Holy Redeemer Spaghetti Dinner  
 

On Friday, April 13th  from 4:00 to 

7:00 p.m., Holy Redeemer School will 

be hosting a Spaghetti Dinner Night in 

the Four Seasons Room. The cost is $5/person, and 

includes spaghetti, a side salad, garlic bread, dessert, 

and soft drinks. This event is open to EVERYONE. 

Please come and enjoy a fun, community night out! 

HRS Vegas Night & Silent Auction 
 

Please consider joining us for our an-

nual Vegas Night and Silent Auction 

scheduled for Friday, April 27th at 

7:00 p.m.  This is an adult only event 

that is open to the public. Tickets will 

be available for purchase after all Saturday and Sun-

day masses, April 7th through 22nd. 

CASH RAFFLE 
In conjunction with the Vegas Night, the HSA Auction 

Committee has added a raffle to with cash prizes of 

$1,500, $1,000 and $500. Raffle tickets will be availa-

ble for purchase after all Saturday and Sunday mass-

es, April 7th through 22nd. All proceeds from the Ve-

gas Night/Silent Auction and the cash raffle go to-

wards enhancing our curriculum through guest au-

thors, clubs, assemblies, field trips and the performing 

arts. 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults  
 

Next Saturday, March 31st at the Easter Vigil, Holy 

Redeemer will welcome candidates and catechumens 

into the Catholic Church. Please keep our catechu-

mens and candidates in your prayers as they prepare 

to receive the Sacraments at the Easter Vigil: Julian Jean-

Francois, Vivienne Jean-Francois, Gary Krot, Sr., Lailah 

Outlaw, Brian Parkhurst, Katrina Vikingson, Sherman 

Weatherspoon, and Kahleil Whitfield. Please join us during 

the Triduum as we pray for and welcome them into the 

Church. Visit the bulletin board located near the parish office 

that shares more information on our adult candidates.  
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Dear Safe Haven Volunteers and Parishioners of Holy Redeemer, 
 

Each year at this time, the challenge for us Safe Haven coordina-
tors is the same … how do we adequately express our gratitude to 

this parish for the incredible kindness and generosity extended to 

our guests at Safe Haven? And each year, the best we can come up 

with is … Thank you! 
 

Five weeks ago we coordinators spoke at the weekend Masses and 

shared a sculpture by Timothy Schmalz titled Homeless Jesus, 

which has been described as a visual representation of the Mat-
thew’s Gospel passage in which Jesus tells his disciples, "as you 

did it to one of the least of my brothers, you did it to me." And 

for the past two weeks we got to see, up close and personal, the 

people of this parish live out those Gospel words. 
 

While the numbers of guests may have been a bit lower this year – 

we served nine different guests over the two week period – the 

generosity of our parish has never been greater. It started when 
the 90 slots on our old-fashioned sign-up board filled up within 

two weeks! All meals, all over-night stays, all laundry slots … cov-

ered! Just like that! Wow! In addition, we also have a new floor in 

the kitchen in Fealy Hall. When a generous parishioner heard Mary 

and Mary Anne lament, “Wouldn’t it be nice if we had …” Five 
hours later, we had a new floor installed! Thank you, Mike and 

Marie Popil. And all visitors to Fealy Hall were greeted with a new 

“permanent” sign welcoming our guests. Thank you, Jim Thomp-

son! 
 

Many thanks go out to the 31 volunteers who spent the night, es-

pecially the eight who spent two nights, and most especially the 

one who spent three nights! Thanks to all those who prepared the 
delicious meals and to the folks who did all those loads of laundry! 

We appreciate those who donated gift cards that we could use for 

the men and give to the men as they departed at the end of the two 

weeks. And thanks to our ever-faithful hairdressers who offered 
haircuts to the men before they left us. We couldn’t do this with-

out all of you! 
 

Thanks also to all those who prayed for our guests and our volun-
teers over the past two weeks. 
 

And as always, we thank to our Pastor, Fr. Mark, and Parochial 

Vicar, Fr. Matt, who supported us throughout the time our guests 
were with us. 

With Much Gratitude, 

Frank and Mary Anne Denevan 

Bob and Mary Wassmann 
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Mass Intentions 

In Your Prayers 

PRAYERS FOR THE ILL & INFIRM 

 

Theresa DeVaughn, mother of Elaine Leclercq 

Elizabeth Haley, 

granddaughter of Tom & Catherine Haley 

Kenny Reising 

Lori Colihan Young 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR BELOVED DEAD 
 

Christian Ambruoso, brother of Brandon Ambruoso 

Al Kasinskas, cousin of Joan Laskey 

Christopher Murray, son of Vincent & Patricia Murray 

Stewardship 

For the Week of March 24, 2018 

Saturday, March 24, 2018 

 8:30 a.m. Edna Fink, RIP 

   requested by Dorothy Day 

 5:00 p.m. Special Intentions of Lester Schnell 
 

Sunday, March 25, 2018 

 8:00 a.m. Peg Smith, RIP 

   requested by Ray Smith 

 10:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the DeFranco & 

   Williams Families, RIP 

   requested by Wayne & Ginny Williams 

 12:00 noon All Parishioners 

Monday, March 26, 2018 

 7:30 a.m. Mildred Ruth Henry, RIP 

   requested by Lisa Nelson 

Tuesday, March 27, 2018 

 7:30 a.m. For All Who Offered Prayers for 

   Wendy Pavlat 

   requested by Wendy Pavlat 

Wednesday, March 28, 2018 

 7:30 a.m. Brian Stone, RIP 

   requested by the Winterson Family 
 

Thursday, March 29, 2018 (Holy Thursday) 
 No Morning Mass today - Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Friday, March 30, 2018 (Good Friday) 
 No Morning Mass today - Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday, March 31, 2018 (Holy Saturday) 
 No Morning Mass today - Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m. 

 8:30 p.m.  P. “Ed” Krug, Sr., RIP 

  requested by Pat Krug 

Sunday, April 1, 2018 

 8:00 a.m. Deborah L. Krug, RIP 

   requested by the Krug Family 

 10:00 a.m. All Parishioners 

 12:00 noon Ben Garner, RIP 

   requested by Lisa Nelson 

Readings for the Week of 

March 24, 2018 
 

Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 
23-24/Phil 2:6-11/Mk 14:1--15:47 or 15:1-39 
Monday: Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14/Jn 12:1-11 

Tuesday: Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17/Jn 13:21-33, 36
-38 
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34/Mt 26:14-25 

Thursday: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18/1 Cor 11:23-
26/Jn 13:1-15 
Friday: Is 52:13--53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25/Heb 4:14-16; 

5:7-9/Jn 18:1--19:42 
Saturday: Vigil: Gn 1:1--2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-
14, 24, 35/Ex 14:15--15:1/Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-

28/Ps 42:3, 5/Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Mk 16:1-7 

Collections 

March 18, 2018 
 

*Poor Box $33.28 
 

Offertory Collected $8,521.00 

Budget Goal:  $9,000.00 

Surplus/Deficit:  ($479.00) 
 

THANK YOU! 

Weekly Prayer Opportunities 


