
   

   
 
 
Newsletter                  September 2017 

Dear Friends of Holy Redeemer School,  
 

 I sincerely hope you enjoyed a relaxing and restful summer. Our school 
year began August 29th and the transition has been smooth. We are so pleased to 
welcome several new families to our community, as well as the many new students 
who are the next generation of Holy Redeemer students. 

 
This year, we have two new staff members. I wish to welcome our new first 

grade teacher, Mrs. Kate Engelhard. Mrs. Engelhard comes to Holy Redeemer 
School from the Archdiocese of Baltimore, where she taught on the Primary Level 
for 14 years. She earned both her Bachelor’s Degree and Master’s Degree in Educa-
tion from Loyola University, Baltimore. Among her many accomplishments, Mrs. 
Engelhard was appointed Primary Level Coordinator and English Coordinator. She 
received the Cardinal’s Award for Teaching Excellence and won Teacher of the 
Year from the Essex-White March Chamber of Commerce. Mrs. Engelhard has 
already created a dynamic and challenging educational environment for her stu-
dents while staying in constant communication with the parents. 

 

We also hired Ms. Mary Pat Collins as the new Art teacher. Ms. Collins re-
ceived her Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Notre Dame. She has taught 
English and Art in several countries, including Vietnam, India and Bolivia. Ms. Col-
lins has her own graphic design business and continues to practice her art outside of 
the classroom setting. Already, Ms. Collins has unleashed great talent from our stu-
dents as our visitors can see when touring the school. 

 
We are kicking off our fifth annual Walk-a-thon! In past years, we raised 

over $13,000 at this event. We are setting our goal high this year: $15,000! Our 
goal is to raise $15,000 for a new Music and Performing Arts Center at Holy Re-
deemer School. New this year, donations can be made via PayPal. Sponsors can 
find the link to PayPal on our website or at https://www.paypal.me/
HolyRedeemerSchool. The PayPal link can be used for donations throughout the 
year, and it allows parents to pay for school lunches and field trips. 

 
Please check out our new website. Among the many new features is the 

Alumni Form. You can visit our website at https://school.holy-redeemer.org to 
complete the form. We will add you to our Alumni database and keep you informed 
of all the latest Holy Redeemer School news. 

 
Our school is not only vibrant with enrollment, volunteerism and  a strong, 

rigorous curriculum, but it also looks beautiful! Come pay us a visit and take a tour 
to see first-hand all the renovations and technological changes that have taken 
place. Mr. James Brosnihan, Mr. Dennis Giancoli and Mr. Juan Ramirez worked 
very hard this summer to make our school shine. We are so appreciative of their 
dedication and hard work.  

 
Please read the included information with this newsletter about some of the 

wonderful things going on here at our school. Also included for your reference is a 
list of upcoming events and activities, which we hope you will attend and support. 

 
Please keep Holy Redeemer School in your prayers as we begin our 87th 

school year of “Excellence in Education with the Power of Faith.” 

 

   Sincerely and with God’s Peace, 

 

   Mrs. Maria C. Bovich 

   Principal      
  

2017-2018 Faculty and Staff  

 

Principal: Mrs. Maria Bovich 

Vice Principal: Mrs. Brianna Alaimo (née 

Nickle) 

 

Pre-Kindergarten: Mrs. Noreen Keane 

Kindergarten: Mrs. Allison Ervin 

First Grade: Mrs. Kate Engelhard 

Second Grade: Mrs. Kathy Gardenhour 

Third Grade: Mr. Carrick Sweeney 

Fourth Grade: Mrs. Christina Harrington 

Fifth Grade: Ms. Amanda Hamilton 

Sixth Grade: Mrs. Melanie Ness 

Seventh Grade: Ms. Mary Palazzolo 

Eighth Grade: Ms. Jennifer Eller 

 

Art: Ms. Mary Pat Collins 

Band: Mr. Johnathon Varrone 

Library: Mrs. Maureen Murphy 

Math/Science: Mrs. Shirley Martins 

Math/Comp/Tech Coord: Ms. Sara DeLuca 

Music: Ms. Shindana Crawford 

Physical Education: Mr. Robert Bekas 

Religion 4, 6-8/Lit 6/Testing Coord: Mrs. 

Elizabeth Scribner 

Special Education/Resource Teacher: Mrs. 

Lauren Wisniewski 

Spanish: Ms. Paola Toquica 

 

Instructional Assistant:  

Mrs. Elizabeth Higgins 

Instructional Assistant: Mrs. Terry Schnurr 

Secretary to the Principal/ Development/  

Director of Extended Care: Ms. Brie Hall 

Administrative Asst/Registrar:  

Ms. Valerie Rosen 

Assistant Director of Extended Care:  

Mrs. Gaye Houchens 

 

Reverend Mark Smith, Pastor 

Reverend Matt Fish, Parochial Vicar 

https://www.paypal.me/HolyRedeemerSchool
https://www.paypal.me/HolyRedeemerSchool
https://school.holy-redeemer.org/alumni
https://school.holy-redeemer.org/alumni
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Parent Portal 
 

Our new student information system, Rediker, 
is now LIVE! Using this system, parents will 

be able to see their 
child’s grades, at-

tendance and missed 
work. Parents can 
also access report 
cards through the 

portal. We are hop-
ing this a great re-

source for teachers, 
parents and students.  

Calendar 

The school website calendar is now loaded. 
You can sync the events with your personal 
calendar. Please make note of 
the many important events 
throughout the school year. 
Make sure to check back often 
for updates and additions.  

Wednesday, September 20 
4-9pm 
Restaurant Night at Potomac Pizza 
7777 Baltimore Avenue 
Mention Holy Redeemer School 

New Class Schedule with a  

Focus on Math and Science 

Enrichment 

In reviewing our academic goals within our school’s 
continuous improvement plan, we recognized a need 
to increase the number of math and science minutes 
per week. The students in third through eighth grade 
will now have five full math periods, plus one addi-
tional math enrichment period per week. The fourth 
through eighth grade students will have a double sci-
ence lab period each week. The increased math 
minutes along with science labs and the math enrich-
ment period will focus on transference and applica-
tion of learned skills to real life. 

School Website 
As you may have noticed, our website was under 
construction this summer. We are happy to de-
but our new and improved website. The address 
is school.holy-redeemer.org.  
 
We hope that it will be a great resource to you. 
It is more concise 
and easier to navi-
gate. Please book-
mark our site, check 
out our photo albums 
and register on our 
alumni page.  

 

The Engelhard Family 

The Buffington/Badrak Family 

The Singleton/Johnson Family 

The Gage Family 

The Cortes Family 

Berwyn Heights Seniors Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you looking for a great way to 
help our school, teachers and stu-
dents? Stop by and “pick a leaf” 
from our Giving Tree. The tree is 
located outside the school office 
and contains many wish requests 
like classroom supplies and books 
for our wonderful teachers. You 
may purchase and drop off the 
items at the school office, or you 
may send in payment (checks 
made payable to Holy Redeemer 
School) and teachers will pur-
chase the items themselves. You 
can also shop at our Amazon 
Wish List! 
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Literature Gallery 
Walk 

 
8th grade Literature 
students working to-
gether on a pre-
reading gallery walk 
to establish historical 
context for their nov-
el, “To Kill a Mocking-
bird.” This discussion 
technique allows students to be actively 
engaged as they walk throughout the 
classroom. They work together in small 
groups to share ideas and respond to 
meaningful questions, documents, imag-
es, problem-solving situations and text.  

Did you know? 
Once again, 100% of our eighth grade class was accepted into the private 

high school of their choice. 
The Academy of the Holy Cross 
DeMatha Catholic High School 
Don Bosco Cristo Rey 
DuVal High School Aerospace Pro-
gram 
Eleanor Roosevelt High School 
Science and Technology Program 
Elizabeth Seton High School 
Georgetown Visitation 
Gonzaga College High School 
Montgomery Blair High School 
Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Parkdale High School 
St. John's High School 
St. Vincent Pallotti High School 
 
Congratulations to our Class of 2017, receiving over $200,000 in scholarships for 
high school tuition in the areas of academics, sports and the arts.  

Middle School Team Building 

Our middle school students participated in an action-

packed day of team building and problem solving at 

Terrapin Adventures. The day also included activi-

ties and games that challenged everyone to effective-

ly communicate and problem solve. Trust walks, rope 

courses, group challenges, 

three man swing, and the 30 

foot zip line were conquered 

by our fearless and capable 

students. 

 

Crisis Preparedness 
Holy Redeemer School practices 

monthly drills throughout the school 
year, including fire drills, tornado 
drills, chemical crisis and lockdown 
drills, and emergency evacuations. In 
case of a true chemical crisis emergen-
cy (shelter in place), the students and 
teachers would need to remain in the 
school building for an undetermined 
length of time.  Each individual student 
brings three, one gallon size zip lock 
bags, each filled with a bottle of wa-
ter and non perishable snacks that 
do not require cooking. We are 
thankful to have a strong relationship 
and communication with the Branch-
ville Fire House and Prince George’s 
County Police Department. 

Paypal 

Included on our website, you will find 
the link to our PayPal account. This year, 
parents will have the option to pay for lunch-
es and field trips via PayPal. Parents can al-
so share the PayPal link (www.paypal.me/
HolyRedeemerSchool) with family and 
friends who would like to make a donation to 
Holy Redeemer School. This will be espe-

cially important for our 
largest fundraiser, the 
Walk-a-thon. This year, 
the Walk-a-thon will be 
held on October 31 in 

conjunction with the Halloween Costume Pa-
rade.  

Math Treasures 
 
Fourth Graders 
worked to find a 
treasure by solv-
ing different lev-
els of math prob-
lems. They 
worked in groups 
to decipher the 
clues. Meanwhile, 
they are review-
ing their math 
facts in a fun way 
at the start of 
the school year. 
  

http://www.paypal.me/HolyRedeemerSchool
http://www.paypal.me/HolyRedeemerSchool
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