Studies Weekly Notes Week 5
Counting the People
Choosing a Place to Live
There are many surveys conducted by cities and businesses that ask questions to find out why people choose to live where they do. Here are some of their answers:
· They like to be near the city.
· They want to stay near family members.
· They want to live in the country.
· They want to be close to schools.
· They live there because of the kind of work they do.
· They choose a place to live based on how much it costs to live there.
· Sometimes people live in a certain place because their family has lived there for many generations, and they choose to stay.
People choose the kind of dwelling (house or shelter) they live in for many  reasons. Perhaps one of the biggest factors (one of the things that causes  something else) is the kind of climate they live in. Is it hot? Cold? Very rainy or a  desert? Each of these things probably determines what kind of dwelling people choose to make. If you lived in a very rainy or snowy place, your house might be up on stilts. Can you guess why?
The material your house is made of may be based on what materials are readily available in the area. 
Counting the People
· A census is conducted every 10 years in our country. A census is when many kinds of facts are gathered about the population. 
· These facts include how many people live in your house, how old each person is, and what languages are spoken. 
· This data, or information, helps the government make better decisions, like where to build a school or hospital.
· The most important reason for a census is to determine how many people each state will have to represent them in The House of Representatives.
· Congress is made up of 2 parts, the Senate and House of Representatives. Each state has 2 representatives in the Senate but the number of people each state sends to the House of Representatives is based on the population of each state. States with greater populations send more people to the House of Representatives. 
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Ancient People and the Fertile Crescent
· Nearly 10,000 years ago people began to settle in an area known as the Fertile Crescent. 
· Before this time, people moved around following the animals that they depended on for food.
· When they realized they could grow crops and raise animals that they began to settle in one place. The Fertile Crescent was a good place to settle because there was plenty of water and good soil to grow crops. 
 Productive Resources
· Resources are the basic things used to make products. 
· Economists have put these resources into three groups. 
· Natural Resources- Resources made by nature that cannot be made any other way
· Human Resources- people who use their skills and knowledge to do work
· Capital Resources-Buildings, tools, or machines used to make other goods and services
· All three types of resources work together to make a product.
Roman Aqueducts
· When people lived in small villages, people got their water from streams or wells. 
· In Ancient Rome, people knew that a large city needed a better way to get water.
· They used a system of aqueducts, or huge ditches to get water.
· Aqueducts were made to slope downhill so gravity would carry the water from a lake or river to the city. 
· Lead or terra cotta pipes carried the water to where it was needed.
· The invention of aqueducts made it possible for people to live in large groups or cities.
Is the World Shrinking?
The world is not shrinking but planes and telecommunications (telephone, fax, and email) have decreased the amount of time it takes to travel and communicate.
Fun Facts
Antonyms
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