
Sacred Heart Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
December 11, 2022 

Council members present: Alex Amado, Rob Cassleman, Trisha Doumit, Fr. Steve Dublinski, Bill 
Engels Jr. (youth member), Lorraine Farrand by phone, Robert Harris, Jim Lincoln, Marie Parrish, Eric 
Patera (chair), Char Snekvik, and Charlotte Worthy. Mary Sutherland, parish secretary.  
Opening Prayer - Our Father.  
Building plans: There is not much going on. Don Snekvik made a model of what a church could look 
like at the Davis Way property. Char will bring it to the January meeting. Residential property sales in 
Pullman are way down, but sales of business properties are up. We have not hear from any big donors. 
Church maintenance: Rob Cassleman and Lisa Weber worked on the parish house roof, replacing 
shingles, repairing, and cleaning it after the windstorm. Quite a lot of water got into the building. The 
underlayment, which is plywood, is deteriorating. They concluded we really need to replace the roof. 
Spanish communities at Sacred Heart: The Spanish Pastoral Council met with Fr. Steve December 3. 
He will say his first Mass in Spanish at 7 pm December 12, for the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. The 
next one is on Christmas morning at 11. There is one Spanish Mass in January, on the 8th at 1 pm. The 
plan from then on is to have two Spanish Masses each month, on the first and third Sundays, at 1 pm. 
Having Mass at that time gives Fr. Steve time to drive to Walla Walla Sunday afternoon to visit his 
mother, and return on his day off on Monday. 
 We have the bilingual missalettes and hymnals, which need folders to hold them. The musicians 
would like red numbers for the music board, to show which hymns are in Spanish. This helps Spanish-
speaking parishioners to feel more at home here and know that they are not just guests. The tamale dinner, 
put on by the Spanish community, and open to the whole parish, is coming up. There were about 50 
people at the last Spanish Mass. They are now doing the reading, altar serving, etc. The children help with 
ushering. At the December 12 Mass they will be in a skit telling the story of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
 Alex explained that a number of Spanish-speaking families in Pullman participate in the novena 
to Our Lady of Guadalupe. They gather in a different home each night for nine nights before the feast day 
to pray the rosary. Then the host serves dinner to everyone.  
 Another tradition from some Spanish-speaking countries that we might try another year is Las 
Posadas. This takes place the nine evenings before Christmas, from December 16 to 24. A procession 
including the Holy Family knocks on different doors and is told there is no room. Finally, a household 
lets the people in, and there are prayers, food, and singing. 
 How do we move forward and not become two separate communities? Alex welcomes everyone 
to join the Our Lady of Guadalupe novena next year, and all are invited to eat tamales after Mass. People 
who don’t understand English are coming to the 11 am Mass; they appreciate the Spanish reading and 
hymn. Fr. Steve would like to have a bilingual Easter Vigil; we can only have one Vigil Mass so there 
cannot be separate English and Spanish versions. However, we need practice with that; it doesn’t work to 
have just one a year. Maybe Our Lady of Guadalupe and Ash Wednesday could be bilingual, or an all-
parish Pentecost Mass. We have parishioners from other cultures, too. Maybe some feast day Masses 
could be bilingual and multicultural. Mardi Gras is a multicultural celebration. The council members 
suggested having a bilingual Mass at 11 am once a month, on a Sunday when there is no Spanish Mass. 
Reconciliation and new Act of Contrition: Fr. Steve noted that he could hear confessions in Spanish, 
since the priest doesn’t actually have to be able to understand the confession. He just needs to learn to say 
absolution and the Act of Contrition in Spanish. 
 On Ash Wednesday at new translation of the Rite of Penance in English is coming out. The 
Spanish rite is not changing. The new English rite is supposed to be better. There is a new Act of 
Contrition. We will need to teach it to the children in Faith Formation. Many younger people use their 
phones to find the Act. It would be good to have cards with the English prayer on one side and Spanish on 
the other. We may have to make our own. A member suggested that Google Translate using a microphone 
can be very helpful in communicating with people who speak other languages. 



Masks: Fr. Steve noted that health authorities in the state recommend masks again for large indoor 
gatherings. Members agreed that we should leave it up to people to decide whether to wear them or not. 
Having the church windows slightly open and the air purifiers running is very helpful.  
Christmas pageant: The children’s pageant at the beginning of the 4:30 pm Christmas Eve Family Mass 
will not be livestreamed. We will record it and post it privately to YouTube. Parents will get the link, and 
other parishioners may ask for it if they would like to watch. 
Youth Group: Bill said they had no meetings before and after Thanksgiving. A couple weeks ago they 
discussed safe relationships with peers and with adults. He found that very helpful. They usually meet and 
talk about church, then have time to socialize. There is an Epiphany party for youth on January 8. 
Closing prayer: Glory Be.  
Submitted by Mary Sutherland 


