
Sacred Heart Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
September 11, 2022 

Council members present: Alex Amado, Rob Cassleman, (both on Zoom) Trisha Doumit,  
Fr. Steve Dublinski, Robert Harris, Jim Lincoln, Eric Patera (chair), Char Snekvik, and 
Charlotte Worthy. Mary Sutherland, parish secretary (on Zoom).  
Opening Prayer - Our Father.  
Finance Reports: Members received a statement of current account totals, a financial 
statement from the previous fiscal year, 2021-22, and a financial statement for July 1 - 
September 9, 2022. (All attached, or linked on our website). For the current period, our 
revenue exceeds expenses by $7, 221. For the fiscal year 2021-22, revenue was ahead of 
expenses by $22,610.  
Parish trees & parking lot: We used money from the improvement fund to pay for tree 
removal. The two birch trees in front of the parish house were cut down because one was 
dead, and the other would have required continued treatment to maybe save half of it. The 
maple tree in the courtyard also had to come down since it was a danger to the church roof. 
Plus, one spruce tree on the south end of the parking lot was unstable and was removed. 
 Poe Asphalt estimates it will cost $66,000 to tear out and replace the church parking 
lot. It could be repaired, but that would be expensive, and would not last very long. The 
council decided just to have the lot striped this fall. If we decide not to stay on the current site 
it would be too much to spend here. If we decide to stay the lot can be replaced in the spring. 
Building plans: Council members reviewed the building Project 2022 survey results (see 
those files at https://sacredheartpullman.org/new-church-plans). A small number of 
respondents would only support one option; most would support either staying or moving, 
whichever is best for the parish. The cost will probably be similar whether we stay or leave; 
about $3 million. If we stay, we don’t have to raise all the money at once. If we buy, we need 
$3 million in cash, and it is unlikely we would find a buyer with that kind of cash. No big 
donor has stepped forward so far to help with the purchase. If we stay here Fr. Steve would 
like to prioritize the projects over five years. Things like improving access and safety would 
be done first. Business owners in the area think that most of the housing will eventually be 
converted into apartments. However, that is not happening very fast. Several of the houses in 
the neighborhood were upgraded over the summer. 
New council member: Many thanks to Aurora Horstkamp as she steps off the council after 
six years. The summer was busy, and Eric has just been contacting the people who were 
nominated by parishioners in the spring. Quite a few were not able to serve, but he has more 
to contact.  
COVID precautions: Bishop Daly told the priests of the diocese that it is up to the individual 
parishes to decide how fast to move back to “normal”. We still have modifications in place: 
the prayers, homily, and songs are shorter, there is no handshaking during the sign of peace, 
there is no Communion cup, and just one altar server per Mass. After some discussion, the 
members agreed that we can train and re-train altar servers, and start having two servers per 
Mass. We are not ready to restore the cup yet. 
Pastoral Council Retreat: The council will look at the summary Fr. Steve develops from the 
written comments from the Disciples in Dialogue sessions on the Synod during Lent. That 
will help them set goals for the parish. The retreat will start with coffee & doughnuts at 8:45 
am Saturday, October 16, and go through the morning. It is in the social hall. 
Next meeting is Sunday, October 9, at 9:45 am, place to be determined. 
Closing prayer: Glory Be.  
Submitted by Mary Sutherland 
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