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 Christmas is over folks; roll up your sleeves.  
 The internet and the airwaves are full of bad news. It is easy to be 
overwhelmed by it, even paralyzed. 
 It is easy to conclude: 
 “The world is going to hell in a hand basket.” 
 This is not how Jesus responds to bad news. He got word that John the 
Baptist had been arrested. Jesus accepts that this is the way the world is; the 
forces of evil are always trying to crush the prophet of the light. 
 Immediately Jesus takes up where John left off. He begins his ministry: 
 “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 
 Then Jesus began to call people to follow him. One of the powerful effects 
of the gospel is that when we hear the stories they sometimes seem to be 
speaking directly to us. 
 Jesus says to you today,  “Follow me.” 
 “Who me?” 
 “Yes, you.” 
 “I have other plans.” 
 “Follow me.” 
 Matthew recounts these first encounters with Jesus in the briefest of 
words. We want to know more, but we are not given it. What was it about Jesus 
that caused them to leave everything to follow him? They certainly had no idea of 
what they were getting into. 
 Is this not how life is, the really important things are so big we have no idea 
of the ramifications of getting involved, yet we are drawn into the mystery and it 
changes us forever? 
 Peter, Andrew, James and John probably had already experienced this. 
They were already married and presumably had children. Love draws us in and 
changes us so deeply that we are hardly the same person any more. We no longer 
live for ourselves; we live for others. 
 Peter, Andrew, James and John also knew how to work. With family and 
friends at home, work is an ever-pressing reality. Work is hard, but it also changes 
us. Work brings satisfaction and purpose. When we work to support those we 
love, it opens up the mystery of sacrificial love. When we sacrifice for others it 
changes us, we become more the person God created us to be. 
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 There is one more transformative experience that we must experience 
before we can become our true self: Discovering a will greater than our own and 
following it. This is what the disciples experienced when Jesus called them. They 
encountered the will of God and by responding, began the final stage of becoming 
their true self. 
 The way Matthew tells this story, he reveals to us, that, when people 
encountered Jesus, he was almost irresistible. In Jesus, people encountered the 
will of God. 
 “The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 
 “Follow me.” 
 Why were these four called? All we are told is that they were hard working 
fishermen. Jesus has hard work to be done; he needed and still needs people who 
know how to work hard. 
 We know from other gospel stories that people from all walks of life 
followed Jesus, women and men. He was an almost irresistible light in a world 
addicted to darkness. 
 The Word of God still calls us today. Last week I spoke of a map through the 
existential crisis. Today’s gospel opens up that map a little more. 
 Christmas is over folks; roll up your sleeves. 


