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God is with us. As we prepare to celebrate the Nativity of our Lord, we take a moment to focus on the core truth we celebrate at the upcoming festivities: “God is with us.” This past week has been greatly disrupted by the windstorm that led toa power outage in some neighborhoods. Trees toppled, limbs snaped and power lines came down. For some children Christmas break started early. Blankets have been piled on to beds, flashlights used to navigate at night and many layers of clothes worn to stay warm. We can think of it as an early invitation to the stable Jesus was born in.
Our gospel today tells us the beginning of the Christmas story from Joseph’s perspective. Joseph did not know God’s plan. Joseph had his own plan, he was going to get married to Mary. When Joseph found out that Mary was with child, he didn’t know what to do. After thinking about it for a while, he planned to quietly call off the marriage. This was the best he could come up with following the teachings of Moses. It was only when the angel Gabriel intervened, appearing to Joseph in a dream, that Joseph began to see that God had a plan and that he had a part in it. 
That God has a plan and that we have a part in it, is one of the great mysteries that we experience. So often, we have a plan for our future. Our plans are based on the best we can imagine. Then somehow, God intervenes with a different plan, a plan that we could not see before. Like Joseph, we may struggle with God’s plan. Welcoming Mary into his home as his wife was initially unthinkable for Joseph. Gabriel convinced him otherwise for, Mary’s child was a new beginning for humanity. Joseph was instructed: name the child Jesus, Joshua in Hebrew, a name that means, “God saves.” Then Gabriel revealed the core of God’s plan: Jesus is “God with us.” On Christmas we will hear how Jesus was born in a stable: no heat, electricity, hot water or internet. Jesus is God’s simple message: “I am with you.”
