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Pope Pius V clutched his rosary beads in heartfelt prayer. He had ordered all the 

Roman churches to pray the Rosary both day and night. 

They must pray for victory. 

An important battle was taking place — the Battle of Lepanto. 

The Ottoman Empire had brought together a great force of ships and was 

threatening to take over all of Europe. City after city had fallen to their troops; 

the Ottomans had reached as far as the walls of Vienna in Austria and had even 

landed in Italy, hoping to capture Rome itself. Their ships had not lost a battle in 

more than one hundred and fifty years and were therefore called “invincible.” If 

the Ottomans prevailed, Europe would no longer be a Christian land. Only Don 

John of Austria’s fleet of ships stood in the way. The Ottomans’ ships greatly 

outnumbered Don John’s. And so the pope knew that Don John needed all the 

prayers he could get!

On the day of the Battle of Lepanto, Pope Pius V was working hard with his 

cardinals. Suddenly, he ran to the window and gazed out into the sky.

 “A truce to business,” the pope cried. “Our great task at present is to thank God 

for the victory which He has just given the Christian army.” Through the power 

of the Rosary, the outnumbered Christian ships had defeated the Ottomans! 

Hundreds of miles away in Rome, Pope Pius V miraculously knew of the victory 

on the same day. Mary had granted the Christian forces success in battle!

In gratitude to Mary, Pope Pius V instituted the Feast of Our Lady of the 

Rosary to celebrate Mary and the power of the Rosary. 

You, too, can pray the Rosary. The Rosary is a very powerful help when we 

need to ask for God’s protection. Mary’s Rosary can help you win victory over 

sin!

Our Lady of the Rosary, grant me victory over sin!




