
Message from Father Tom 

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe marks a fitting end to the Church’s 

year. It might seem strange that this part of the story of Christ’s passion and death is read on 

the feast of  Christ the King. Jesus is enduring one of the most shameful forms of execution 

devised by human beings, surrounded by a hostile and mocking crowd. The leaders taunt 

Jesus: Let him save himself if he is the Christ of God. The soldiers mock Jesus for claiming to be 

the king of the Jews. . . . Are you not the Christ? A criminal crucified next to Jesus says Save 

yourself and us. The other, however, scolding him, said in reply, Have you no fear of God, for 

you are subject to the same condemnation? And indeed, we have been condemned justly, for 

the sentence we received corresponds to our crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal.  

We don’t know what the thief knew about Jesus, but it seems clear that he knew Jesus was 

who he said he was – he clearly believes Jesus has authority and that Jesus is King – that Jesus 

was innocent  of the crime he was being punished for. The very thing this man cries at the end 

of his life is the very thing that all of us should pray. That Jesus might remember us. But first we 

must find ourselves at the place this man did. We must acknowledge that we deserve 

judgment for breaking God’s law. This sinful thief humbles himself before the God of the 

universe and pleads “remember me in your kingdom.” It is by faith that this criminal enters 

eternity. There’s enough grace in Jesus that those who repent and believe the Gospel will be 

forgiven of their sins and can be welcomed in Jesus’ kingdom, and those who fail to repent of 

their sins . . .well. If at any point you think you have sinned beyond what Christ can cover, or if 

you find yourself believing you need to get your act together before you come to Jesus            

remember the thief – in the process of being punished for his sins    he recognizes that Jesus 

the King is merciful. The thief had no opportunity to get his act together – but he didn’t allow 

that to prevent him from acknowledging that Jesus is the King of the universe.  

If you are in Christ, rejoice for his death brings you forgiveness and salvation – rejoice for he 

will remember you on your last day. The heart of the message of this gospel is that Jesus 

welcomes the repentant sinner, no matter how grievous his offense, into the kingdom, into the 

arms of the loving Father. This is a reminder during Advent to go to the sacrament of 

Reconciliation. This is an appropriate passage with which to end our Sunday-by-Sunday reading 

of the Gospel of Luke. Jesus has come to ‘bring good news to the poor’ (Luke 4:18), and to 

‘seek out and save the lost’ (Luke 19:10). Those who turn to Jesus come into his company in 

the kingdom of God. 
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