
December 30, 2018 

Entering a New Year of Hope and Spiritual Renewal! 
 

Happy New Year 2019  to all of you, my brothers and sisters! While 
we are still rejoicing in the beautiful Liturgical Christmas Season 
(ending on Sunday January 13, The Feast of the Baptism), we now 
turn part of our attention to the beginning of the new calendar year. 
It is an opportunity for the entire society and not only the Church to 
reflect on the main events of the past year 2018, to anticipate the chal-
lenges of the next 12 months and make our personal New Year reso-
lutions. 
 
For the Catholic Church, especially in the United States, the year 
2018 will be recalled as a year of crisis, very similar to 2002 when the 
scandal of child abuse exploded in Boston.  This time however, the 
crisis was closer to us as it affected directly our former Washington 
Archbishop McCarrick (though for events that took place much be-
fore his appointment here) and indirectly his successor Cardinal 
Wuerl (though for events that took place when he was the Auxiliary 
of Pittsburgh).  Pope Francis has demoted Archbishop McCarrick.  
He is no longer a Cardinal and at the Pope’s request, he is now living 
in seclusion and solitude a life of penance, cloistered in a monastery. 
Cardinal Wuerl has also asked Pope Francis to replace him as early 
as possible so as to provide a new, fresh leadership in our own arch-
diocese.  While as a Church, we will continue to suffer in sharing the 
pains of the victims abused by priests and bishops, we will need to 
pray collectively and provide all assistance required to minimize the 
pains of the children and families affected, we all hope the new year 
2019 will be a year of cleansing (ensuring that such scandal will no 
longer happen) and a year of spiritual renewal.  We hope Pope Fran-
cis will shortly appoint a new Archbishop for Washington with the 
mandate to unite all priests and laity and to lead all of us in major 
spiritual renewal as true disciples of Christ!  We also hope the  Feb-
ruary meeting with Pope Francis of all the heads of national Bishops 
Conferences (representing over 100 countries) will come up with 
strong actions to address the roots of the child abuse problem, in-
cluding changes in supervision and accountability of the individual 
bishops (giving a greater say to the laity leadership in the church).  
At our parish level, as your pastor I will continue to ensure the pro-
tection of all our children, and with your support and that of all staff 
and clergy, I will endeavor to foster a parish-wide spiritual renewal 
focused on Jesus Christ! 
 
For our own parish, God has continued to pour out many blessings 
throughout the year 2018.  Just some quick highlights. Our religious 
education program has continued to be strong and vibrant with rec-
ord number of participants.  New innovations have been introduced 
successfully this fall to strengthen the sacramental preparation (both 
for first communion and confirmation) and increase the involvement 
of parents in regular workshops.  We began our Year of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost with a first-ever all night Vigil and a well attended 
Outdoor Mass with key participation of our children and youth.  
This was followed by a Vacation Bible School for our children 
“Surfing with the Holy Spirit”, and two well-prepared formation 
programs for our entire parish: “The Wild Goose Chase” through the 
summer, and the Gift- “Life in the Spirit” course throughout the 
fall, both programs with the view to deepen our understanding of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Our Youth Programs, including Life Teens for high schoolers, have 
also continued to be strong and innovative throughout the year.  We 
have also been blessed with continued devotions to Mary, our Pa-
troness Saint, and most recently, on the Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception (December 9) we welcomed and dedicated our new stat-
ue of Our Lady of Fatima. 
 
Looking ahead for the next 12 months, we hope that the remodeling 
of the Social Hall with movable partitions will be completed by the 
end of January!  We had hoped initially for a completion by the end 
of December, but we knew it was a very tight deadline and unex-
pected delays in manufacturing and the custom-made partitions 
have occurred.  We also hope to complete the funding of our capital 
campaign by the end of 2019 and will come back soon to you with a 
final plan for the remaining activities (including additional meeting 
space, perpetual Adoration Chapel and steeple).  We also look for-
ward to the completion of the Year of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 
(June 9, 2019) with some new spiritual formation programs based on 
the recommendations of the participants on the fall’s successful Gift 

program, as well as your own input.  We will have the opportunity 
to discuss some possibilities at our next Parish Council on January 
10, but we would like to hear from all of you.  Do not hesitate to send 
me a note directly at pastor@olhoc.org or through the suggestion box 
in the Narthex.  You are all also invited to participate in a parish-
wide discussion at 7PM Thursday January 17 in the Narthex.  In the 
first part of the meeting, we will discuss the book distributed at 
Christmas Masses: “Beautiful Hope: Finding Hope Every Day in a 

Broken World” by sharing our own personal stories of Hope (the 
Christmas book this year is an easy read of 18 different stories of 
hope by 18 diverse authors).  In the second part of the meeting we 
will discuss several proposals emerging from our Parish Council and 
from your own reflections on how to renew our spiritual formation 
at OLHOC.  I hope that the spiritual enthusiasm of the over 100 par-
ticipants at the fall’s Gift program can be spread more widely within 
our parish.  I hope that each parishioner can have a better under-
standing on how the Holy Spirit can transform their own daily lives 
and be prepared to be totally open to the movements of the Holy 
Spirit in their hearts. 
 
Hope!  Let us pray that the Year 2019 will be a Year of Hope and 

Spiritual Renewal for our Catholic church, our parish, and for each 
one of us and our families!  Pope Francis in his introduction to 
“Beautiful Hope” writes: Hope never disappoints.  We need Hope!! 
We must not let hope abandon us because God, with his love walks 
with us. I Hope because God is beside me.. Each one can say I Hope, 

I have hope because God walks with me.  He walks and He holds 
my hand.  God does not leave us to ourselves… The only certainty 
that will save us is that Hope in God.  It will save us because it is 
strong and enables us to journey in life with joy, with the will to do 

good, with the will to attain eternal happiness… Every Yes to Jesus 

who comes, is a bud of hope. Let us trust in this bud of hope, to this 
“Yes. Yes! Jesus! You can save me, you can save me!”. 
 
On behalf of Fr. Santiago, Deacon Rich, Deacon Bill, Sister Rosario, 
and our staff, we wish to each one of you a Happy New Year filled 
with hope and Spiritual Renewal! May the love of the Holy Spirit 

fill all of us with hope, joy and peace 
throughout the New Year 2019!  Let us 
live joyfully in the hope of being in the 
presence of God not only every day of our 
lives on earth, but then also in Heaven for 
ever and ever! 

 

One in Christ, 

Fr. Alain  

 



 
 

OUR LADY’S LITTLE CHRISTIANS 

Preschool openings (3 and 4 year olds) at 
OLHOC!  Full and half-day 
programs.  We  
include children’s chapel ser-
vices and many opportunities 
for family involvement!   

For more information send an email to pre-

school@olhoc.org or call the office and ask for 
Nieda, Preschool  
Director.  
*********************************************** 

OLHOC Community Outreach 

The OLHOC Outreach Committee wishes to thank the 

members of the St. Mary's Bryantown Prayer Group and 

Karen Bray, as menu coordinator, for the wonderful 

Holiday dinner on December 20 at Shepherd's Table.   

Many folks enjoyed the good food, a visit from Santa and 

carols sung by the "Madrigals" of the Chesapeake Choral 

Arts Society.  Thank you all! 

 
We also want to thank Texas Roadhouse for donating 

the dinner rolls. 

 

Our next Outreach Committee meeting will be on Janu-

ary 3, at 7p.m. In Fr. Alain's office. 

 

To all OHOC parishioners a huge THANK YOU for 

your donations to the Holiday House.  Your generosity 

made the Christmas food packages possible for those in 

need!                                                                 

**************************************************** 
                          Friday Faith & 
                            Fellowship Group 

Join the group every 2nd Friday of the month for  

Movie Night (watch for update) 

and for bible study and music each 3rd, 4th, and occa-
sional 5th Friday. 7:00 PM 

***********************************         

 

Help Our Marriage 

Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or an-

gry with each other? Do you argue, or have 

you just stopped talking to each other? Does 

talking about it only make it worse? 

Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long 

i) helps couples through difficult times in their 

marriages. This program has helped 10’s of 

1,000’s of couples experiencing difficulties in 

their marriage. For confidential information or 

to register for the upcoming program begin-

ning with a weekend on February 1-3, 2019, 

please visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.com, call 

(443) 400-7017, or email: 

3015@retrouvaille.org 

               

The Epiphany of the Lord
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Religious Education  

Important Dates: 

Dec. 30/31-No classes– Christmas Break 

Schedule Change! Jan. 6/7– CCD Classes 

Jan. 13/14– CCD Classes 

Jan  

 

************************************************************************ 

*Attention Sacramental Preparation Families  (CCD and Catho-

lic School Families):  Workshop dates for First Reconciliation/

Communion (10 am) and Confirmation Year 1 and 2 (2:30pm):  Jan 27, 

Feb 24, Mar 24, & Apr 28. 

Questions?  Please contact Therese Thiedeman, DRE 

FIAT: Children in Elementary  

EDGE: Middle School Youth   

Life Teen: High School Youth 

+++++++++++++ 

For most current Youth and Evangelization events,  

please see our website: www.olhoc.org 

**************************************************************** 

  

                                  Stop By For a Visit! 

 

Our Lady Help of Christians has a new arrival—the beautiful statue of 

Our Lady of Fatima in the Sanctuary. She was blessed on Her Feast Day of 

The Immaculate Conception on December 8th. Please feel free to visit 

Her  and Our Lady of Guadalupe in the opposite grotto. Our Blessed 

Mother is always here to listen to Her children! 

************************************************************************ 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Church: The Lord’s House       

Continue to please respect your church, the Lord’s house, and      
refrain from taking any food or beverage into the Church.  If 
your children need food or beverages, please use the cry room. 
Please care for your building investment by not walking on kneelers 
or using them as footrests.    

******************************************************************************
   

                

 

    The parish office will be closed  Dec. 31-Jan. 1 

for the Christmas / New Year’s holidays. We 
wish you all a Happy and Holy Christmas      
season! 

https://retromd.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d3f5ee46b9f8f87e7d07a8eb&id=da22533970&e=b6bb02c28d
mailto:3015@retrouvaille.org


Mass Readings for January 6, 2019 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

*First Reading  

 Isaiah 60:1-6 

*Second Reading  

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5– 4 

*Gospel 

Matthew 2:1-12  

www.usccb.org 

 

 

                    During this Christmas Season, we wish you 

and your family Peace, Joy, Love, and Happiness.  

Please remember those in need– the poor, the sick, the 

homeless, and those serving in harm’s way.  

God Bless You! 

                                                                    Note                                               

 Please take a copy of our OLHOC Church Calendar for 2019 as you leave Mass today. (One copy per family, 

please.) The calendar has all Catholic religious Holy Days and secular holidays as well, and is bi-lingual. 

Some parishes have ceased offering the calendars, but OLHOC will continue as long as our parishioners      

utilize them. Thank you.  

    Prayer Requests  

  
We are asked to pray for: K.D. Dillard, Josephina Knapp,  Bill Cooke, Maria Townsend, Crystal Beauregard, 

Sheryl Carter, Alex Leon, Sharketer Butler, Chloe, Harris Family,  Dennis Wick, Richard Dunham, Edward 

Krevey, Scott Anderson, Rebecca “Tess” Franch, Russell Dickens, Fr. Pittman, Christopher Berger, Christine 

Proctor, Margaret Reeves, Bonnie Croston, Melody Hudson, Thomas Kennane, Joseph Albrittain, Lam Family,  

Urrutia Family, Darren Williams, Mary Delores Proctor, Pat Fisher, Antonio Torres, Chris Goldhammer, Trin-

idad Mercedes Santos, Shirley & Jerry Barrett,June Swann, Elsy Canare, Martone Family, Maria Mora, Nadia 

Toledo, Cielo Quintero, Oscar Marin, Maribel Colindres, Zynae Green Family, Anthony Rodriguez, James 

Thompson, Doris Chesley,  Laura Flaim, and all our military and civilians serving in harm’s way. 

  

 

 *Names will remain on our list for 3 months. Please call the parish office to re-request a name after 3 months or to remove a name when 

the person has regained health. 

  

Mass Intentions this Week 

 
Saturday, December 29, 9:00 AM:  Sheny Padilla 

Saturday, December 29, 5:00 PM:  Mass of Thanksgiving  

Sunday, December 30, 8:30 AM:  OLHOC Parishioners 

Sunday, December 30, 10:00 AM: Sheny Padilla Cermeno 

Sunday, December 30, 11:30 AM: Lourdes Cortes (+) 

Sunday, December 30, 7:00 PM:  Jason Averia (+) 

Monday, December 31, 5:00 PM: Nancy Walsh (+) 

Tuesday, January 1, 8:30 AM: Fr. John Clark(+) 

Tuesday, January 1, 10:00 AM: K D Dillard 

Wednesday, January 2, 9:00 AM: Fr. Santiago 

Thursday, January 3, 9:00 AM: Fr. Alain 

Friday, January 4, 9:00 AM:  Joel Ludeman(+) 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Youth Events: 

 

Tickets Available for the Youth Rally & March for Life - Friday, January 18th 

 

Join thousands of youth from all over the USA in the nation's capital as we Stand for Life. We will take a bus from OLHOC to the Youth 
Rally and Mass at the Capital One Arena and then join the March down Constitution Ave to the Supreme Court. Limited tickets available, 
more info./register please visit www.olhoc.org/ym  

 

Next All Youth Night - Sunday, January 27th  

Join us for 4 pm Mass followed by pizza, faith & fellowship for FIAT (Elementary), Edge (Middle School) &  Life Teen (High 
School) from 5-6:30 pm. Bring some friends, ALL are welcome! 

Don't miss out on the many wonderful opportunities we have for our youth of all ages. We have spots available for the Steubenville Youth 
Conference, Camp Covecrest in Georgia, and many more upcoming events.    

For more info and an updated list of our events please visit www.olhoc.org/ym or contact Marlen marlen@olhoc.org 

 

www.FaithDirect.net 

Faith Direct provides our  

parishioners with the ability to give elec-

tronically.  To simplify your Sunday morn-

ings, visit Faith Direct and consider enrol-

ling using our parish code: MD614.  

Applications can also be found in the nar-

thex. Thank you for your kind donations and to all those already 

enrolled in this cost effective measure for our church. 

                Social Hall Under Renovation 

The Social Hall is closed while under construction.  The  

kitchen remains available.  We strive to be finished as 

soon as safely possible. Dick Potter, OLHOC      

Project Manager’s update: All county inspections to 

date approved. Everything is nearing completion, waiting 

for closet doors and partitions in January.  Occupancy 

permit is pending. 

If you have any questions regarding this  

important Capital Campaign step, please contact the 

office at 301-645-7112. Concerns will be forwarded to 

the Project Manager. 

Fr. Narcisse Martin Birthday Celebration 

  

The Fr. Martin Society would like to invite all OLHOC parish-

ioners to a birthday celebration in honor of  Fr. Narcisse 

Martin, who was born in France on December 31, 1845, and 

was pastor of St. Peter’s Church in Waldorf from 1894 until 

his death in 1923.  The celebration will begin on December 

31 at 6:00 p.m. with a Holy Hour at St. Michael’s Church, 

17510 Horsehead Road, Brandywine.   Mass will be celebrat-

ed at 7:00 p.m., followed by a reception at St. Michael's 

Hall.  This is a wonderful opportunity to learn more about  

Fr. Martin and his importance to Maryland's rich religious  

history.  

http://www.olhoc.org/ym
http://www.olhoc.org/ym
mailto:marlen@olhoc.org

