
February 9, 2020 

KOBE BRYANT's DEATH IN HELICOPTER CRASH 
 

On Sunday January 26, the shocking breaking news was: 
“Basketball Legend Kobe Bryant dies in helicopter 
crash”.  Another tragedy. Another “Sports Star” dying 
young. I am not a basketball fan. I am barely familiar with 
the success story of Kobe Bryant with the LA Lakers. 
Some of you may wonder why I chose to write about this 
tragic death. What drew my attention is that a few hours 
after the death of Kobe Bryant and his 13-year old  
daughter Gianna , several parishioners shared with me an 
immediate report by CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY  
giving an amazing story about the conversion of Kobe 
Bryant over 15 years ago.  While he was born in a Catholic 
family and received all the sacraments early on, it is only 
an encounter with a CATHOLIC PRIEST that changed 
his way of life as he was facing allegations of sexual assault 
in 2003.  
 

Some other parishioners mentioned that Kobe Bryant and 
his daughter Gianna had ATTENDED MASS on that 
Sunday just a few hours before boarding the helicopter. 
They hoped that this story will encourage many admirers 
of Kobe Bryant to go to church regularly and TO BE 
READY! As Jesus told us forcefully, “No one knows the 
time nor the hour” when God will call us back to him. At 
most funerals, I mention that the loss of a loved one is 
also an opportunity to REFLECT on our own lives and 
on our own relationship with God. It is a reminder that 
our journey on earth is a very short one. Even if we were 
to live 100 years, how does this compare with  
ETERNITY? Our souls never die. Our brief pilgrimage 
on earth is to prepare them to enter into HEAVEN, TO 
BE WITH GOD FOR EVER AND EVER. Kobe Bryant 
left this world at the young age of 41. WAS HE READY 
TO GO?  
 

 In his now often-quoted encounter with a CATHOLIC 
PRIEST (go to Catholic News Agency), Kobe Bryant 
turned his life to God. This occurred in 2003. He was 
afraid of being sent to jail as he was accused of raping a 
woman in a Colorado hotel. He sought counsel from his 
priest. The priest first asked him: “Did you do it?". His 
answer was: NO. Second question from priest: “Do you 
have a good lawyer?" Bryant's answer: “Yes, a  
phenomenal one”. Then the priest responded: “LET IT 
GO. Move on. GOD is not going to give you anything 
that you cannot handle and it is IN HIS HANDS now. 
This is one thing that you cannot control. LET IT GO.” 
Bryant later said that was the TURNING POINT. HE 
DECIDED TO PLACE DEEPER TRUST IN GOD. 

 

 
This CONVERSION, this turning toward GOD, did not 
mean that Kobe Bryant's life was going to be without any 
difficulties...While he kept winning NBA Championships 
(a total of 5), his marriage went through periods of turmoil 
and in 2011 his wife Vanessa filed for DIVORCE. Bryant 
decided not to give up on his marriage and he and his wife 
reconciled. At that time they had 2 daughters. God will 
then give them 2 more daughters (now 3-years old and a  
6-month old).  
 

Bryant's conversion also meant that he decided to help 
people, especially youth. He and his wife established a  
non-profit organization to assist youth with AFTER 
SCHOOL PROGRAMS (including basketball coaching). 
We can imagine the impact Bryant would have continued 
to have on youth in our country had God given him  
another 40 years.  
 
I INVITE YOU TO REFLECT ON THIS TRAGIC  
ACCIDENT. We believe that whatever happens to us in 
our lives will always lead to something good WHEN WE 
LOVE GOD (Romans 8:28). This tragedy is another  
illustration of the paradox of the CROSS. Vanessa Bryant 
is carrying today a heavy cross: the loss of a husband and a 
13-year old daughter, plus seven other friends also killed 
in the helicopter crash. May Vanessa be consoled by the 
outpouring of love and admiration for Kobe Bryant. May 
God inspire her to continue the legacy of her husband. 
May she get closer to God and continue to TRUST IN 
HIM!  
 

What are the CROSSES that you carry today? Are you 
helping your own family members and close friends to 
carry their crosses? Do you know a couple considering 
separation or divorce? Can you encourage them to  
reconcile and understand that marriage is forever?  
 

HEAVENLY FATHER, send your HOLY SPIRIT upon 
us! Help us to TRUST IN YOUR DIVINE  
PROVIDENCE! Help us to find YOUR LOVE in all the 
events of our lives!  Help our unbelief! Increase our 
FAITH! Help us to OBEY Your Commandments.  Give 
us HOPE!  HOPE IN ETERNAL LIFE! 
 
 

One in Christ, 
Fr. Alain 

 
 

 



Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 Community Outreach 
The next Outreach meeting will be on March 4, 
2020 in the Fr. MARTIN Hall at 7p.m.  Meetings 
last just one hour and all are welcome! 
 
The next Shepherd's Table will be on February 20, 
2020, at Good Shepherd Church.  If you would 
like to volunteer please call the office. 
 

******************* 

Bible Study 
 

We all need some encouragement  
during trying times. Paul’s letter of 
thanks and encouragement to the  
Philippians is his letter to you.  With his 
words and the example of his life, Paul 
exhorts the Philippians to have the mind 
of Christ, to live a life worthy of the 
Gospel, and, by God's grace, to gain 
Christ.  Come join in on this new  
6-week study on Philippians, which  has 
begun in the Divine Mercy Room, at 
9:30 am.  All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

CCD Class Schedule 

Feb 9/10– CCD Classes 

Feb. 16/17-Sacramental Prep & All Youth Night 
(no regular classes).  All Sunday & Monday  
families are encouraged to attend Sunday’s  4 pm 
Youth Mass and All Youth night activities. 
(Fiat/Edge/Life team) 

Feb 23/24– CCD Classes 

March 1/2– CCD Classes 

~Pre-school News~ 

To celebrate the 40th anniversary of OLHOC, we are  
requesting any photos that you may have of your child or 
grandchild while he or she was enrolled at Our Lady’s Little 
Christians Preschool. Most especially we are looking for any 
photos of your child with any of our teachers, past or  
present, or with the Our Lady Help of Christians sign out 
front. Photos may be scanned and emailed to  
preschool@olhoc.org or brought to the office and Ms. Nieda 
will scan them for you. Look for our display as we get closer 
to the Feast Day in May. Thank you!! 

 

Preschool registration opens to the general public on March 
6. Register now to reserve the class you want for fall 2020  
classes. Send an email to preschool@olhoc.org or call 
301.645.7112 and ask for Nieda, the preschool director.  

 

Last Years Palms 

The proper disposal of the Palms you  
received last year is to burn them. The  
ashes can then be returned to the ground.   

If you do not wish to burn them, they can be 
buried in the ground. 

Thank you for disposing of blessed Palms 
properly! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Tax Statements 
 
If you would like a copy of your  
donations to OLHOC for 2019, please  
email the office  at office@olhoc.org, or 
call (301)645-7112.  Statements will be  
generated at the end of January. 

****************** 

Phase 3 
Progress continues on Capital Campaign 
project in Narthex.  Floor preparation for 
tiling, framing 2 new rooms continue. 
Electrical and HVAC work has started.   
We will continue using the office entrance 
for Mass, parking for the handicap is in 
the back  parking lot. 

Thank you for your patience! 
 

********** 
 

Vocations Tree Coming Soon! 

What’s a “Vocations Tree”? Shortly before Ash 
Wednesday, you’ll find a “tree” near the church  
entrance covered with cards that each feature a 
seminarian of the Archdiocese of Washington. We 
invite you to choose a card (or more than one!) 
and commit to praying a short prayer for that 
seminarian each day during Lent as part of your  
Lenten activities.  

 

mailto:preschool@olhoc.org
mailto:preschool@olhoc.org


Mass Readings for February 16, 2020 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 *First Reading 

Sirach 15:15-20 

*Second Reading 

1 Corinthians 2:6-10 

*Gospel 

Matthew 5:17-37 

 

www.usccb.org 

 

 

 

We are asked to pray for:   
Sandra Barrientos 
Brandon Mack 
Ana Maria Delmira Sibrian Escobar 
Nestor Ermelindo Molina  
Doris Chesley 
James Thompson 
Rebecca (Tess) Franch 
Naomi Lilly 
Sterling Greene 
Aleli Puzon 
Patricia Delgado  
Rosano Wheeler 
Larry McGraw 
Ilene Custer 
Derrick Webster 
Julie Davis 
David DeMarr 
Dunnie Proctor  
Amelia Vinceguerra 
K.D. Dillard 

          Tabitha Barton 
          Maria Townsend 
          Chrystal Beauregard 
          Sheryl Carter 
          Alex Leon 
          Sharketer Butler 
          Steven Bowling  
          Edna Yarngo 
          Kathly Grimes 
          Sheny Padilla 
          Richard White 
          Victor Cordero 
          Georgiana Norgren  
          Marie Marie Bottorf 
          Dorian Webster 
          Dionne Gause 
          Patricia Sutton 
          Trenia Price 
          Michael Sofield Jr. 
          Norm Green 
          Mary A. Dyson 

The Dixons 
Grace dAlbrittain 
Elaine Moses 
Yvonne Buford 
Karen Zimmerman 
 
 
 
and all our military and civilians serving in 
harm’s way. 
 Please let us know if any names should be 
removed from the list.   
 
 
 

Mass Intentions this Week 

 
Saturday, February 8, 9:00AM: Earl Henry 
Saturday, February 8, 5:00 PM: Prayer Chain members  and families 

Sunday, February 9, 8:30 AM:  Ann Vetkoskey & Michael J. Middleton (+) 

Sunday, February 9, 10:00 AM: Our Lady Help of Christians Parishioners 

Sunday, February 9, 11:30 AM: AnnaMaria & Jose Gonzales & family 

Sunday, February 9, 1:00 PM: Protection for Pulcherie & Sondrine   
Sunday,  February 9, 7:00 PM:  Kenneth LeSesne (+) 

Monday, February 10, 9:00 AM: Povi Cynthia Agbassah & Princess Cyrielle Timo 

Tuesday,  February 11, 9:00 AM: Martine Etamane 
Wednesday, February 12, 9:00 AM: Agnes Moussi (+) 
Wednesday, February 12, 7:00 PM: James Lavish (+) 
Thursday, February 13, 9:00 AM: Agnes Moussi (+) 
Friday, February 14, 9:00 AM: Agnes Moussi (+) 
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Tuesday Scripture Study - Join us on Tuesday mornings after the 9 
am Mass to study the readings for the next  
Sunday.  

Wednesday Scripture Study– The Friday night scripture study has 
been changed to Wednesdays.  They will be begin at 7:30, following the 
7 pm Mass 

First Friday– The first Friday of each month the evening  Mass  is said 
in Latin.  This Mass is dedicated to  
promoting the Priesthood. 

First Saturday—Join members of the Marian Group on the first  
Saturday of the month after the 9 am Mass. Learn more about  
consecrating your life to Jesus through Mary. 

Divine Mercy– Join us on the first Saturday of each month as we pray 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet as a  
community at 3 PM. 

Save the date! Maryland Catholic Conference will host our  first-ever virtual Catholic Day of Action on  

February 19, 2020. The virtual Catholic Day of Action will encourage Catholics across Maryland to join  togeth-
er to send messages, make phone call and take other meaningful actions on state issues, from wherever they are 
that day. To be kept up-to-date on the virtual Catholic Day of Action, make sure you have joined the Catholic 
Advocacy Network: https://www.mdcatholic.org/joincan 

https://mdcatholic.org/joincan


Youth News 
 

 

Life Teen: high school youth ministry (meets most Sundays 5-6:30 pm, Dinner is provided, check website for dates) 

Edge: middle school youth ministry (meets monthly for All Youth Night - Feb. 16th ) 

FIAT: Faith in Action Team elementary school ministry (meets monthly for All Youth Night- Feb. 16th) 
For more info and an updated list of our events please visit www.olhoc.org/ymevents 

Sacramental Preparation for Confirmation Year 1 & Year 2 - Sunday, February 16th from 2:30 pm - 6:30 pm. 
This is the parish sacramental preparation for Confirmation for students( who are in catholic school, public school or home-
schooled), parent(s), and mentors, (sponsors are always welcome). This includes the 4 pm Mass followed by dinner and All Youth 
Night activities. Questions, visit www.olhoc.com/faq or contact Marlen Coles marlen@olhoc.org 

Next All Youth Night - Sunday, February 16th Join us for 4 pm Mass followed by pizza, faith, fellowship & fun for children 
in Elementary (FIAT), youth in Middle School (EDGE) & youth in High School (Life Teen) from 5-6:30 pm. Bring some friends, 
ALL are welcome! 

Our NET Ministries Retreat:(Theme-Commit to the Heroic 40) for grades 7-12 will be held on Saturday, February 
22nd from 10:00 AM to 6:15 PM in  the Father  Martin Hall. A team  of 10 college m issionaries will use d ram a, 
music, games, small group discussions, and large group presentations to present the Gospel in a dynamic way. For youth in  
Confirmation Year 1 & 2, this is your spring retreat, please make sure to submit your permission slip.  For more details, to  
register, permission slips visit www.olhoc.org/ymevents  or contact  Marlen Coles. 

Shrove or Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner- February 25th - 6:00 pm- 8:00 pm 

We invite you to join us for a feast and fellowship on Shrove Tuesday before fasting for Lent.  Delicious pancakes, sausage, bacon, 
fruit and beverages will be served by our youth.  Tickets are $5 each (under 2 eat free) and will be available after all Masses or can 
be purchased in the office.  All proceeds will benefit the Youth Fund. If youth in Edge (Middles School) or Life Teen (High School) 
are interested in volunteering for the dinner, please visit www.olhoc.org/ymevents  

Attention current 8-12 graders - Summer Opportunities! 

Steubenville Youth Conference - June 12-14, 2020 Join us this summer for Steubenville Conference at Franciscan  
University 
in Steubenville, Ohio. A Steubenville Conference weekend is PACKED with dynamic speakers, worship music, Mass, Adoration 
and MORE! Come and encounter Christ with other teens from other states as we worship together and grow in our Catholic faith! 
Limited spots available for more details & to register visit www.olhoc.org/steubie20 

Camp Covecrest - August 2-8, 2020 in Tiger, Georgia Join us for Life Teen summer camp - Camp Covecrest, in the North 
Georgia Mountains, for an amazing and transformative week of fun, activities, time with friends, prayer and growing in your faith 
(i.e. high ropes, messy games, obstacle course, zip line, white water rafting, team building experiences, music, talks, reflections, 
Mass, Adoration & personal growth). For more details, watch a video & to register visit www.olhoc.org/camp2020 Questions, 
please contact Marlen Coles marlen@olhoc.org 

To Join Our Youth Core & Support Team, please visit our website or talk to Marlen Coles. Together we can help lead our 
youth closer to Christ! 
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Annual Appeal 

Next weekend, parishioners will be asked to 

prayerfully consider their pledge to the 2020 

Annual Appeal. Please take a brochure and  

frequently asked questions on your way from 

Mass today to learn about the many ministries 

and programs supported by the Annual  

Appeal. This information is to help guide your 

giving. We hope that every parish family will 

make a pledge next weekend. No donation is 

too small. Thank you in advance for your  

generous response. 

http://www.olhoc.org/ymevents
http://www.olhoc.com/faq
mailto:marlen@olhoc.org
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