
March 14, 2021 

 
 

 

 

 

THE GIFT OF A CROWN OF THORNS 

 

Earlier this week I had a vision: a clear vision of a Crown of 

Thorns. It happened as I was in deep meditation in the little  

chapel of our rectory. This Lent, one of my resolutions has been 

to be as silent as possible when praying in front of the Blessed 

Sacrament. By silence, I mean total silence. As you know, the 

world's constant distractions make total silence quite a challenge, 

but it is one of the best ways to listen to God. What is God tell-

ing me through this SILENT GIFT OF A CROWN OF THORNS?  

 

The main vision was a beautiful Crown of Thorns. First, it 

seemed to float alone up in the air. The crown was not moving at 

all. But there was some movement behind it: there were amazing 

colors changing from a deep blue into a bright red. In contrast, 

there were no sounds at all: TOTAL SILENCE! I felt at peace. I 

felt the presence of God.  I can still see those deep blue colors: 

for me, they represent the calm and serenity of Heaven on earth. 

I can still see the bright reds: they remind me of the blood  

dripping from the head of Jesus as He wears His Crown of 

Thorns on the Way to Calvary. 

 

Then after a while, I could see the emerging features of a human 

face below the Crown. Could this be the face of Jesus? Or could 

this be a face representing the face of every human being? Was 

Jesus telling me that like every human being, I am invited to wear 

the same crown of thorns that the soldiers put on His head to 

mock Him after his flagellation at the pillar? 

 

Suddenly, I could feel some PAIN in my head. I could imagine 

Jesus putting a crown of thorns on my head. Every thorn was like 

a needle penetrating my head. But at the same time, there was a 

sense of JOY, a sense of being UNITED with Jesus in His  

sufferings, a sense of walking with Jesus on the Way to Calvary:  

wearing the same Crown of Thorns. Then I opened my eyes. I 

could no longer see Jesus, but I thanked Him for having given me 

this SILENT GIFT OF A CROWN OF THORNS.  I will never 

forget that moment of mixed Pain and Joy. 

 

The pain of every thorn entering my head reminds me of the 

many sufferings I have caused to others or myself through my 

sinfulness: lack of humility, fear of being humiliated, pursuit of 

recognition, ambition, temptations of the flesh, self-centeredness, 

aversion to conflicts, lack of assistance to those most in need,  

little crosses of daily life, doubts of not being loved by God and 

fear of not going to heaven at the time of judgment. All these 

thorns have come and gone during my long journey on earth: a 

roller-coaster of good times and bad times, of consolation and 

desolation, of joys and pains… 

 

 ST PAUL complained about the thorn that was in his flesh.  

Several times, he asked God to take away this thorn, but God  

decided it was better for Paul to keep that thorn, but God  

refused. That major thorn accepted by Paul can be seen as his 

Crown of Thorns. Suffering is an integral part of being a true 

disciple of Christ.  

 

 

 

 

I will conclude by quoting extensively from Pope Benedict XVI’s 

most powerful book "Jesus of Nazareth" when describing what 

preceded the final verdict of the Trial of Jesus before Pilate: a 

further dramatic and painful interlude in three acts.  

 

"The third act is THE CROWNING WITH THORNS. The soldiers 

know that Jesus claims to be a king. But now, he is in their hands; 

now, it pleases them to HUMILIATE HIM, … Him whose whole body 

is torn and wounded, they vest, as a caricature, with the tokens of 

imperial majesty: the purple robe, the CROWN PLAITED FROM 

THORNS, and the red scepter. They pay homage to him: Hail, King of 

the Jews; their homage consists of BLOWS TO HIS HEAD (Mt 27:28-

30, Mk 15:17-19; Jn 19:2-3).... 

 

Thus caricatured, Jesus is led to Pilate and Pilate presents Him to the 

crowd - to all mankind: HERE IS THE MAN (Jn 19:5) ...In Jesus, it is 

MAN himself that is manifested, in him is displayed the SUFFERING 

OF ALL who are subject to violence, all the downtrodden. His suffering 

mirrors the inhumanity of worldly power, which so ruthlessly crushes 

the powerless. In him is reflected what we call SIN: this is what  

happens when MAN turns his back upon GOD and takes control over 

the world into his own hands... 

 

There is another side to all this, though: Jesus' innermost dignity can't 

be taken from him. The HIDDEN GOD remains present within 

him...Ever since Jesus submitted to violence, it has been the  

WOUNDED, the victims of violence, who have been THE IMAGE OF 

GOD WHO CHOSE TO SUFFER FOR US. So, JESUS in the throes of 

HIS PASSION IS AN IMAGE OF HOPE: GOD IS ON THE SIDE OF 

THOSE WHO SUFFER." 

 

 I invite you to meditate on the above insights from Pope  

Benedict XVI. They give HOPE to all of us. They help us accept 

our daily sufferings as they make us closer to Jesus himself  

accepting the humiliation of the soldiers mocking him and  

crowning him with thorns. Reflect on your own humiliations. 

Reflect also on the times you have turned your back upon God. 

Reflect on your own sinfulness. Reflect on how great you have 

felt after being reconciled with God through the Sacrament of 

Penance: CONFESSION. If you have not come to Confession 

recently, this is the time. If you are in a state of grave (mortal) 

sin, go right now. Jesus is inviting you: do not procrastinate. This 

is the only way to find Peace now. This is the only way to lead 

you to HEAVEN. Deny yourself, accept  your crown of thorns, 

take up your cross and follow Jesus. Detach yourself from the 

chains of sinfulness, the chains of addiction to sin. Attach yourself 

to the foot of the Cross where Jesus is dying for your sins. Stay 

at the foot of the Cross and you shall be saved! This is the place 

where Pain and Joy link us to Jesus forever! 

 

 

 

One in Christ, 

Fr. Alain 

 

 



       

 

 

 

 

 

April 1 - HOLY THURSDAY: (No morning Mass) 7:00 PM- Solemn  
Service (Institution of the Priesthood and the Eucharist) followed by 
Procession & Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament (Bilingual) 

  

April 2 - GOOD FRIDAY: (No morning Mass)  

2:00 PM Last Seven Words 

2:30 PM Stations of the Cross  

3:00 PM Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

5:00 PM Solemn Service of the Passion (Spanish) 

7:00 PM Solemn Service of the Passion. 

 

April 3 - HOLY SATURDAY:   

(No 4:00 PM Confessions; No 9 AM, 5:00 PM Mass)  

11:00 AM Blessing of the Food 

 8:00 PM Easter Vigil Mass. 

 

 

 

 

 

April 4 - EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF 
THE LORD:  

7:00 AM; 8:30 AM Mass; 10:00 AM Mass; 11:30 AM Mass; 1:00 PM; 
7:00 PM Mass (Spanish) 



LITANY OF REPENTANCE  
 

In Preparation for the Sacrament of Confession 
 
In reparation for sins against justice. 
In reparation for sins against modesty.  
In reparation for sins against purity.  
In reparation for sins against truth.  
In reparation for all sins against the human person.  
In reparation for sins against children and the young.  
In reparation for sins against the innocent and trusting.  
In reparation for sins against the frail and elderly.  
In reparation for sins against the unborn and infants.  
In reparation for sins against the weak and powerless.  
In reparation for sins against immigrants and strangers.  
In reparation for sins against the poor and disadvantaged.  
In reparation for sins against the sanctity of marriage.  
In reparation for sins against the sanctity of the family.  
In reparation for sins against the sanctity of the priesthood.  
In reparation for sins against the sanctity of consecrated life.  
 
For our failure to give witness to Christ as we ought.  
For our failure to submit our will to God.  
For our failure to give good example to others.  
For our failure to seek God above all things.  
For our failure to act justly.  
For our failure to show mercy. 
For our failure to repent of our sins.  
For our failure to obey the commandments of the gospel.  
For our failure to curb our earthly desires.  
For our failure to lead a holy life.  
For our failure to speak the truth.  
For our failure to stand up against injustice.  
For our failure to live chastely.  
For our failure to show compassion for the suffering.  
For our failure to guide sinners to repentance.  
For our failure to pray for others.  
For our failure to assist those in need.  
For our failure to console the grieving.  
For our failure to forgive others.  
For our failure to encourage those who are weak in faith. 
For our failure to endure the trials of life patiently.  
For our failure to visit the sick.  
For our failure to love as we ought.  
For our failure to practice our faith with zeal.  
For our failure to work for the unity of peoples and nations.  
For our failure to promote peace and reconciliation.  
For our failure to seek forgiveness for our sins. 
For our failure to be generous with our goods.  
  
For sins committed out of fear.  
For sins committed out of indifference. 
For sins committed out of contempt.  
For sins committed out of impurity.  
For sins committed out of hatred.  
For sins committed out of laziness.  
For sins committed out of cowardice.  
For sins committed out of anger.  
For sins committed out of greed.  
For sins committed out of jealousy. 

 
 
 
  
For sins committed out of revenge.  
For sins committed out of disobedience. 
For sins committed out of  
hard-heartedness.  
For sins committed out of pride. 
For sins committed out of envy. 
For sins committed out of stinginess.  
For sins committed out of selfishness.  
For sins committed out of pettiness.  
For sins committed out of spite. 
For sins committed out of self-indulgence.  
For sins committed out of lust.  
For sins committed out of careless neglect.  
For sins committed out of prejudice.  
 
Because I am obnoxious, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am dishonest, forgive me Lord. 
Because I am egotistical, forgive me Lord. 
Because I am undisciplined, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am weak, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am impure, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am arrogant, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am self-centered, forgive me Lord.   
Because I am pompous, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am insincere, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am unchaste, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am grasping, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am judgmental, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am impatient, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am shallow, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am inconsistent, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am unfaithful, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am immoral, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am ungrateful, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am disobedient, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am selfish, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am lukewarm, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am slothful, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am unloving, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am uncommitted, forgive me Lord.  
Because I am sinful, forgive me Lord.  
 
Because I am loved by You, thank you Lord!  
 
 
An Act of Contrition: O my God, I am heartily sorry for 
having offended Thee, and I detest all my sins, because I 
dread the loss of heaven, and the pains of hell; but most of 
all because they offend Thee, my God, Who are all good 
and deserving of all my love. I firmly resolve, with the help 
of Thy grace, to confess my sins, to do penance, and to 
amend my life.  



4th. Sunday in Lent 

Catholic Faith Explores 

Sundays, March 14, 21, and 28, The Catholic Faith Explorers will 
be taking a look at a some important people from Bishop Robert  
Barron’s series, CATHOLICISM:  The Pivotal Players.  This series 
“illumines a handful of Saints, artists, mystics, and scholars who 
not only shaped the life of the Church but changed the course of  
civilization.” (Bishop Barron) 

Participation is via Zoom Meeting  at 7:45 am.  All are welcome 

 

https://zoom.us/j/94165603422?

pwd=dlg2TjV0QldwOXhKRFJrQi9kQWc5QT09  

Community Outreach 

We are always collecting for the OLHOC “Sharing  
Sunday “ box.  All much needed, non-perishable 
food donated will be taken to the Food Bank and 
Women’s Shelter. 
 

Thank you, OLHOC, your generosity has been 
overwhelming! The next Outreach meeting is  
April 7, 2021 at 7p.m. on Zoom. 
 

 

***REMINDER*** 

-Sanitize your hands before coming into 
church 

-Masks are mandatory 

-Maintain at least a 6 ft distance 

-If you feel ill, stay home and watch Mass on 
www.olhoc.com -10 am on Sundays 

 Community Outreach 
 

Many thanks to Maria Lam and her volunteers who  
donated and prepared a wonderful Shepherd’s Table meal 
on February 18, 2021, the eve of the ice storm! 
Thank you for all your hard work and caring! 
 

“Sharing Sunday” continues for the collection of non-
perishable foods for the Food Bank and Family Shelter.  
The need is as great as ever for families in Waldorf! 
Your donations can be left in the Fr. Martin Hall all week 
long.   
Thank you OLHOC for all your support! 
 

The next Outreach meeting is April 7, 2021 At 7 p. m. on 
Zoom.   The next Shepherd’s table is April 15, 2021 
 

Youth News 
Sacramental Preparation for Confirmation will continue 
on Sunday, March 14th.  For  Year 2, we will be offering the op-
tion to attend in person.  The workshop will be from 1-2:30 pm 
followed by 2:30 pm Mass and All Youth Night activities from 3:30 
- 5pm. Students in Year 1, please check your email for the  
instructions on how to join the virtual gathering at 1pm.  For more 
details and questions, visit www.olhoc.com/confirmation-1 or con-
tact Marlen Coles marlen@olhoc.org  

Confirmation Retreat for Year 2 will take place on Saturday, 
March 20th.  Please check your email and website for more de-
tails.  Please keep all who will be involved especially the candidates 
in your prayers for a fruitful retreat; Come Holy Spirit! For more 
details and questions, visit www.olhoc.com/confirmation-1  If you 
are in High School and would like to assist with the retreat, 
please contact Marlen Coles marlen@olhoc.org  

All Youth Night!  Join us on Sunday, March 14th for Mass at 
2:30 pm followed by Youth Ministry for youth in EDGE (middle 
school) and Life Teen (high school) from 3:30 pm-5 pm.   
Invite some friends to join you for some faith, fun and  
fellowship. Unfortunately at this time, we will not be offering FIAT 
(elementary) after Mass, we will keep you posted when FIAT will 
resume. Please visit www.olhoc.org/ymevents and signup to join us. 
  

 
Request Spots for Camp Covecrest - August 1-7, 2020 in Tiger, 
GeorgiaFor more details and a video on this transformative week of 
fun, activities, time with friends, prayer and growing in your faith , 
visit www.olhoc.org/camp2021 Questions, please contact Marlen 
Coles marlen@olhoc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Guild Easter Flowers 

In memory of, or in Honor of, a Loved One 

If  you would like to donate towards Easter Flowers, please 
do so as soon as possible!  Please use the envelope that 
came in your regular packet. You can also pick one up in 
the  
Narthex.  Envelopes can be place in the offertory with the 
weekly collection.  Suggested  $15.00 donation. 

Cemetery Cleanup 
St. Peter’s Scouts will be cleaning the parish cemetery for Easter. 
The Scouts will remove faded flowers and unsightly decorations, 
trim around the headstones as needed, and wipe down stones that 
are dirty. To help the Scouts and prepare for their work, please re-
move weathered decorations or memorabilia that you don’t want 
thrown away. Thank you, Scouts, for honoring our beloved dead 
and helping to keep our cemetery a peaceful, prayerful sanctuary. 

******* 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Join us Fridays during Lent  at 2:30 pm, 
and 7 pm.   

https://zoom.us/j/94165603422?pwd=dlg2TjV0QldwOXhKRFJrQi9kQWc5QT09
https://zoom.us/j/94165603422?pwd=dlg2TjV0QldwOXhKRFJrQi9kQWc5QT09
http://www./
http://olhoc.com/confirmation-1
mailto:marlen@olhoc.org
http://www./
http://olhoc.com/confirmation-1
mailto:marlen@olhoc.org
http://www.olhoc.org/ymevents
http://www.olhoc.org/camp2021
mailto:marlen@olhoc.org


 

Mass Readings for March 21, 2021 

5th. Sunday in Lent  (Option A) 

 *First Reading 

Ezekiel 37:12-14 

*Second Reading 

Romans 8:8-11 

*Gospel 

John 11:1-45 

www.usccb.org 

 

 

40 Hours of Eucharistic Adoration 
Wednesday, March 17th at 8 PM through  
Friday, March 19 at Noon 

We are asked to pray for:   
Julissa Barientos 
Brandon Mack 
Ana Maria Delmira Sibrian Escobar 
Nestor Ermelindo Molina  
James Thompson 
Rebecca (Tess) Franch 
Joseph Albrittian 
Sid and Suszanna Marcus 
Aleli Puzon 
Patricia Delgado  
Ann Marie Hobart 
Larry McGraw 
Ilene Custer 
Derrick Webster 
Julie Davis 
David DeMarr 
Dunnie Proctor  
Amelia Vinceguerra 
Lorraine Celijewski 
Cren Wolden 

 
          Tabitha Barton 
          Maria Townsend 
          Chrystal Beauregard 
          Sheryl Carter 
          Alex Leon 
          Sharketer Butler 
          Steven Bowling  
          Edna Yarngo 
          Kathly Grimes 
          Sheny Padilla 
          David Mesler 
          Victor Cordero 
          Georgiana Norgren  
          Marie Bottorf 
          Dorian Webster 
          Dionne Gause 
          Billy Dexter 
          Trenia Price 
          Erick M. Knapp 
          Norm Green 

           
Sarah Dixon 
Grace Albrittain 
Elaine Moses 
Yvonne Buford 
Karen Zimmerman 
Steve Wyloge  
Terri Elizabeth McAllister Burnette 
Joanne Johnson 
John Hoza 
Mike Spurgeon 
Mary A. Dyson 
Kevin Viel Sr. 
Ligia Lam 
David Stanley 
Jim McMahon 
Drew Shuda 
 
 
and all our military and civilians serving in 
harm’s way. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Saturday, March 13, 9:00AM: Socorro Mercado (+) 
Saturday, March 13, 5:00 PM: Noelie Ouedraogo (+) 

Sunday, March 14, 8:30 AM: OLHOC Parishioners 

Sunday, March 14, 10:00 AM: James Edelen (+) 

Sunday, March 14, 11:30 AM: AnnaMarie & Jose Gonzales & family 

Sunday, March 14, 1:00 PM: Jean-Jacques family (+) 
Sunday, March 14, 7:00 PM: Elijah Williams  
Monday, March 15, 9:00 AM:  Lucrecia “Mary” Lagman 

Tuesday,  March 16, 9:00 AM: Angelina Rutkowski (+) 
Wednesday, March 17, 9:00 AM: Louis & Gloria Baumgaertner (+) 

Wednesday, March 17, 7 PM: Abigail Strawberry 

Thursday, March 18, 9:00 AM: Anthony Andrews 

Friday, March 19, 9:00 AM :  Guillermo Sanchez (+) 
Friday, March 19, 7:30 PM: Parish Priests 
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Tuesday Scripture Study - Join us on Tuesday mornings after the 9 am 
Mass to study the readings for the next  
Sunday.  

Friday Scripture Study– The Friday night scripture study is now online.  
Please call the office for information on how to join us.   

First Friday– The first Friday of each month the evening  Mass  is  
dedicated to promoting the Priesthood. Following evening Mass,  
devotion to the Alliance of the two Hearts. 

First Saturday—Join members of the Marian Group on the first  
Saturday of the month after the 9 am Mass. Learn more about  
consecrating your life to Jesus through Mary. 

Divine Mercy– Join us on the first Saturday of each month as we pray 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet as a community at 3 PM. 

OLHOC Prayer Chain 

If you have a prayer request, please call the parish office or send email to 
office@olhoc.org. 

Pregnant? Help is  
Available  

Call 1-800-712-4357, text 
HELPLINE to 313131, or visit 
optionline.org to find the  
nearest pregnancy  
resources near you.  



33 Day Consecration to St. Joseph   
February 15– March 19 

Let’s walk together as a parish for 33 days with St. Joseph, the foster  
Father of Jesus.  We  will begin  2 days before Ash Wednesday, and  
conclude on his feast day, March 19.  The daily prayers can be found 
here: 

https://www.unleashthegospel.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/33-Days-of-Prayers-and-Daily-Challenge_ENGLISH.pdf 

 

“With the phrase “guardian of the mystery of God” used to describe St. Joseph’s role in salvation history, 
Pope St. John Paul II has left us with a sure point of departure as we begin our 33-Day Consecration to St. 
Joseph.  It is for us, all of us, to become a new creation, to become people who, having been knit together by 
the Holy Spirit, are now focused and bidden to draw life from the Mystery of God, from the mystery made 
flesh in the person of Jesus Christ, the one who bids us to come after him, called to become faithful  
guardians of the mystery of God. “ 

— Bishop Gerard Battersby 

https://www.unleashthegospel.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/33-Days-of-Prayers-and-Daily-Challenge_ENGLISH.pdf

