
December 25/26, 2021:  The Nativity of the Lord and The Holy Family 

CELEBRATING THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD AND THE HOLY FAMIILY! 
 

This year is very special: the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord and the Feast of 
the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph are celebrated just one day apart as 
Christmas falls on a Saturday. I have already written to you about the Joy of 
Christmas last week. We have been blessed with the well-attended Christmas No-
vena Masses this year and I would like to invite all of you  to join me in the nine 
beautiful prayers of those nine  Masses ( one for each Mass): 
 

 

1. O Lord, infant Jesus, fill us with Joy!  The birth of any child is a cause for joy and so much more is the birth 
of You, our Savior.  We pray in union with Mary, Your mother for a greater joy this Christmas. 
 

2. O Lord, infant Jesus, grant us great humility!  You gave us the model of perfect humility in your incarnation, 
life and death.  We pray for a greater Humility this Christmas. 
 

3. O Lord, infant Jesus, give us the gift of Faith! You, Lord, deserve our complete faith.  We pray for deeper 
and more perfect faith in you this Christmas. 
 

4. O Lord, infant Jesus, bring us the Hope that saves!  Your birth to the Virgin Mary brought a Hope to the 
world that continues to sustain us.  We pray for a saving Hope this Christmas. 
 

5. O Lord, infant Jesus, inspire in us Your selfless love!  You humbled yourself to become like us in all things 
but sin, and even humbled yourself to die on a cross.  We pray that you will help us to love as You love this 
Christmas. 
 

6. O Lord, infant Jesus, give us Your Peace!  You are the Prince of Peace, and the ultimate fulfillment of your 
incarnation brings us to you in heaven where peace will come to perfection.  We pray for peace this Christmas. 
 

7. O Lord, infant Jesus, move us to forgive others as you forgive us!  Your Divine Mercy is unending!  We pray 
for Your Divine Mercy on us and that we may participate in Your mercy by forgiving others this Christmas. 
 

8. O Lord, infant Jesus, inspire us to be repulsed by sin!  You, Lord, are holy but we are not.  We pray that you 
will make us holy and keep us from temptation this Christmas. 
 
9. O Lord, infant Jesus, bring us to live eternally with You!  Jesus, your nativity was not without purpose.  Your 
purpose was to bring us to You.  We pray that you will bring us to Life Eternal with you this Christmas. 
 

You can meditate upon the content of the above prayers and add your own personal intentions. We all need to 
pray. We all need to get closer to Our Lord Jesus Christ. To be a Christian is to have an encounter with Christ. 
To be a true disciple of Christ is then to surrender to Him: 
 

 O Lord Jesus help me to be close to you. 
 O Lord Jesus help me to surrender to You. 
 O Lord Jesus help me to see You in Others. 
 O Lord Jesus help me to share the Joy of Christmas with those in need. 
 O Lord Jesus, You love me so much that You make yourself so small for me at Christmas and in the Eucharist. 
 O Lord Jesus, You love me so much that You want me to be with You now and forever! 
 
 

On behalf of Fr. Jan, Deacon Rich, Deacon Bill, Sister Rosario and all our staff, we would like to wish all of you 
a most Blessed Christmas Season, including the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord, the Feast of the Holy 
Family,  the Solemnity of Mary Holy Mother of God, the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord and the Feast 
of the Baptism of the Lord ending this short Christmas Season on January 9 in the New Year 2022!!! 

 
One in Christ, 

 

Father Alain 



Mass Readings for January 2, 2022 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

 *First Reading 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

*Second Reading 

Ephesians3:2-3a, 5-6 

*Gospel 

Matthew 2:1-12 

www.usccb.org 

 

Speak Lord, I’m listening! 

 

   COME BACK TO CHURCH– SAFELY 
 
The dispensation of the Sunday and Holy Day obligation has been lifted.   The reinstatement of the obligation to attend 
Mass at church began at the end of June.   Please consult with Father Alain if you have questions regarding your  
obligation to attend Mass. 
 

 We implemented and have regularly adjusted a conservative COVID protocol for OLHOC constantly referencing  
guidance from CDC, MD state government, Charles County, and Archdiocese of Washington.* 
 

-Masks are required inside our  church and building for everyone over the age of five. This applies if you are  vaccinated 
or unvaccinated. 
-Maintain 3’ social distance between household families. 
-Wash hands frequently and use sanitizer when coming to Church. 
-Stay home if you feel ill or vulnerable to Covid transmission. 
 
*These may change as situation dictates 

*We are asked to pray for:   
 
Carmella Douglas 
Gram Baldwin   
David Mesler 
Josephina Knapp 
Braelynn  Mack 

 
 
Nadashata Mack 
Lorrin Green 
Greg Warden 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 Names will be removed after 3 
months.  

Saturday, December 25, 
8:30 AM:  Ralph Dixon (+) 

10:00 AM: AnnaMarie & Jose  
Gonzales & family 
Sunday, December 26,  
8:30 AM: Joe Mike & John 
Trespeces 
10:00 AM: Delia Lagman (+) 

11:30 AM: Nadine Rafaella Leyson 
(+) 
1:00 PM: Henehan family 
7:00 PM: OLHOC Parishioners 

Monday, December 27, 
7:00 AM: Ray & Mireille Obas 

9:00AM: Aniya Balleste 

Tuesday,  December 28, 
9:00AM:  Perley Waters (+) 
Wednesday, December 29, 
9:00 AM: Rose Marie Obas & Family 

7:00 PM: Epifania Marquez (+) 
Thursday, December 30, 
 9:00AM: Nikolai Marksl 
Friday, December 31,  
7:00 AM:  Sr. Rosario 
9:00 AM:  Judy Tomasky (+) 
5:00 PM: Etamane family 
 
Please remember to pray for the 
Souls in Purgatory 
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Tuesday Scripture Study - Join us on Tuesday mornings after the 9 am 
Mass to study the readings for the next Sunday.  

Friday Scripture Study– The Friday night scripture study is now online.  
Please call the office for information on how to join us.   

First Friday– The first Friday of each month the evening  Mass  is  
dedicated to promoting the Priesthood. Following evening Mass,  
devotion to the Alliance of the two Hearts. 

First Saturday—Join members of the Marian Group on the first  
Saturday of the month after the 9 am Mass. Learn more about  
consecrating your life to Jesus through Mary. 

Divine Mercy– Join us on the first Saturday of each month as we pray the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet as a community at 3 PM. 

OLHOC Prayer Chain 

If you have a prayer request, please call the parish office or send email to  
office@olhoc.org. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

mailto:office@olhoc.org


The Nativity of the Lord and The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 

Christmas  

The Nativity of the Lord 
 

Christmas Eve Friday, December 24: 

Carols begin 30 minutes before each Mass 

5 PM, 8 PM, 9:30 PM (Spanish),  Midnight 

 

Christmas Day Saturday, December 25: 

8:30 AM, 10 AM (no 5 PM Mass) 

 

 The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

 Friday, December 31: 

Vigil at 5 PM 

Saturday, January 1: 

8:30 AM, 10 AM  

 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

Saturday, January 1: 

Vigil at 5 PM 

Sunday, January 2: 

8:30 AM, 10 AM, 11:30 AM, 1 PM, 7 PM (Spanish) 

 

 

Every day is Christmas with the Eucharist! 



HOW TO RECEIVE COMMUNION PROPERLY  
 

 When coming forward to receive Holy Communion, please have your mask removed or lowered from your month.   

-At that time, the Priest or Deacon will raise and present the Eucharist to you with the words “The Body of Christ.”   

- Upon you responding with an “Amen,” the Host will be placed in your hands and you should immediately and rever-
ently consume the Holy Eucharist (Body of Christ) while standing in front of the Priest or Deacon. 

-After consuming the Holy Eucharist, you may then step to the side and secure your mask back to your face as you re-
turn to your seat.   

- I would also ask for parents with young children who are also receiving Communion to please instruct and assist with 
the understanding and following of these procedures. 
 

Some may see this as slowing the Communion process,  but allowing an extra second or two to give each communicant 
an opportunity to focus on giving the proper reverence to the Holy Eucharist which they are about to consume is well 
worth it.  We should all want this moment for as long as possible!     

 

 Father Alain 

          
      Outreach News 

 
Merry Christmas from the OLHOC  Outreach Committee! 
 
On December 16, 2021, Mary’s Helping Hands planned, prepared and distributed A wonderful Christmas 
turkey dinner with all the trimmings at Shepherd’s Table. 
 

We appreciate everyone who delivered a food basket to those in need last weekend!  The gift of your time to 
bring these baskets is invaluable to those who needed help.  
 

Our thanks to all who worked to make this Such a special Holiday meal for all those in need in our  
community. 
 

The “Sharing Sunday “ collection of nonperishable foods continues in the Fr. Martin Hall.  All donations are 
taken to the Food Bank and Children’s Aid in Waldorf. 
 

Our next Outreach meeting is Jan. 5, 2022 at 7 p.m. in Fr. Martin Hall. The next Shepherd’s Table is  
Feb. 17, 2022. 

Youth 

Sacramental Preparation for Confirmation  will continue on Sunday, January 30th. This is the parish  
sacramental preparation for Confirmation for students (who are in catholic school, public school or homeschooled), parent(s), 
and mentors, (sponsors are always welcome).  The workshop will begin at 2:30 pm and All Youth Night  from 5pm-6:30 pm.   
For more details and questions, visit www.olhoc.com/confirmation-1 or contact Gracie Lopez youth@olhoc.org 

All Youth Night is Back!  Join us on January 30th for youth in EDGE (middle school) and Life Teen (high school) from 4-
5:30 pm.  Invite some friends to join you for some faith, fun and fellowship. Unfortunately at this time, we will not be offering 
FIAT (elementary) after Mass, we will keep you posted when FIAT will resume. Please visit www.olhoc.org/ymevents for more 
details.  

Life Teen (High School) Youth Ministry meets in-person on most Sunday's from 1pm - 2:30 pm.  Please visit our website 
to stay informed of our upcoming dates and for other youth events.   

Youth Core Team If you are interested in joining our Youth Core team, be a Confirmation Mentor, or learn more about ways 
to volunteer with the youth, please visit www.olhoc.org/ymteam or talk to Gracie Lopez youth@olhoc.org 

CCD Classes resume January 9/10, 16/17/23/24.  Sacramental Prep  Workshop for parents and students receiving their First 
Holy Communion will be held January 30 at 10:15 am (all other students will  have online classes for that week). 
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