
May 15, 2022:  5th Sunday of Easter 

Take pictures! Give me money! 

 

I will never forget the sad eyes of a 10-year-old boy in 
Bethlehem. He was following our 21 pilgrims together 
with some friends selling shawls and wallets. In every  
pilgrimage, I constantly remind our fellow pilgrims: NO 
SHOPPING! I do not want our wasting precious spiritual 
time by being continually harassed at every street corner... 
I noticed that the 10-year-old boy was staying close to 
me...He was holding a sheep on his frail shoulders ...and 
suddenly, he put his sheep on my shoulders and shouted to 
our pilgrims in broken English: TAKE PICTURES! GIVE 
ME MONEY! 
  
Of course, our pilgrims obliged. They love to take  
pictures ... And then they had no choice but to give some 
money to the sad-looking young boy...I was totally  
surprised and kept the four paws of the sheep strongly in 
my hands (see picture below). I smiled! I was joyful that 
this young child was getting some help. But I also felt bad 
for having initially rejected someone in need, a little poor 
Shepherd in Bethlehem.  I will never forget the sadness in 
his eyes! 
  
I was reminded of this encounter with a poor shepherd in 
Bethlehem when meditating on last week's Gospel of the 
Good Shepherd (John 10:27-30): "...My sheep hear my 
voice . I know them and they follow me. I give them eternal 
life and they shall never perish. NO ONE CAN TAKE 
THEM OUT OF MY HAND". When I felt the presence of 
this little sheep on my shoulders, there was no way that I 
was going to let this sheep fall off my shoulders. How 
much more Jesus the Good Shepherd and Son of God will 
do to keep us safe on his shoulders. Nobody can take us 
away from the Hands of the Good Shepherd. As God  
created us in His own image and gave us FREE WILL, 
only ourselves can choose to be separated from the hands 
of Jesus:  Let's choose to keep our hands in HIS good 
hands!  
 

One could interpret the above encounter between pilgrims 
and a poor young shepherd as a mini-parable. We the  
pilgrims had first rejected the request of this young boy for 
help. But in a very surprising way, God led us to provide 
some limited help. God is always in charge! God always 
gives priority to the humble, the poor, the marginalized, the 
stranger, and the afflicted with major suffering... Let us not 
forget the poor! We are blessed in our parish with a very 
active Outreach Committee! Let us support them through 
the Poor Box in the Narthex.  
  
At the personal level, I need to change my own, stubborn 
attitude toward the poor while on pilgrimages! There was a 
good reason why I had become relentless against allowing 
pilgrims to shop: in our first pilgrimage to France 12 years 
ago, our bus suddenly stopped in the middle of a busy, 
small street in Paris, creating chaos. I asked our guide 

named "Jesus" (a common name for a Spaniard): what is 
going on? "-  " Jesus" responded: "One of our pilgrims had 
decided to buy some pastries in an elegant "patisserie"!!!” 
I could not believe it. I was angry at "Jesus" (our guide ) 
for having agreed to this request. From then on, I had kept 
repeating this message of "No shopping" in our annual  
pilgrimages. TIME FOR ME TO CHANGE AND  
ALLOW PILGRIMS TO HELP THE POOR: buying from 
those selling goods in the streets is a little way to provide 
them some income and peace. It is doing God's will: HE 
wants us to see the face of His Son Jesus in all in need. HE 
wants us to think of the "other" and not of ourselves.  
  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for 
your generosity in helping our parish Youth to go on camp 
to Georgia end of June (17 of them) and to go on  
pilgrimage to the Holy Land in July!  (13 of them) . This is 
a blessing for our entire parish, Helping all our youth is a 
top priority for our parish! A gentle reminder: join our own 
parish Youth of the NeoCatechumenal Way in their  
TALENT SHOW this Sunday from 11 am to 2 pm in the 
Father Martin Hall (see flyer).  You can also come and  
celebrate with our High Schoolers " Lifeteens  Group" for 
their End of Year Party and Pot-luck from 4 pm to 6:30 pm 
(see flyer). 
  
May we all keep our hands in the hands of the Good  
Shepherd!  
May we all feel THE PRESENCE OF HIS LOVE IN OUR 
HEARTS! 
May the HOLY SPIRIT keep guiding all of us to reach out 
to the poor and assist all our parish children and youth! 
 
 

One in Christ, 

 

Father Alain 

 

http://had.no


Mass Readings for May  22,  2022 

6th Sunday of Easter 

 *First Reading 

Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 

*Second Reading 

Revelations 21:10-14, 22-
23*Gospel 

John 14:23-29 

www.usccb.org 

 

Speak Lord, I’m listening! 

 

*We are asked to pray for:   
Loretta McKenzie 
Josephina Knapp  
Johnné Webster 
Dévaugh Webster 

 
David Mesler 
 
 
 Names will be removed after 3 
months.  

 
 

Saturday, May 14, 
9:00 AM:  Maryann Chesldine (+) 
5:00 PM:  Armand Ouedraogo 

Sunday, May 15, 
8:30 AM:  Meyevi & Eric Pam (+) 

10:00 AM: Ida Mae Willett (+) 

11:30 AM:  Conchita Soquino (+) 

1:00 PM: Jean Erick Joassaint (+) 

7:00PM: OLHOC Parishioners 
Monday, May 16, 
7:00 AM:  Albert Sutton (+) 
9:00 AM:   Perla Lam 

Tuesday,  May 17, 
9:00AM:  William Kwenkeu 

Wednesday, May 18, 
9:00 AM: Gonzales family 
7:00 PM:  Father Dignan 
Thursday, May 19, 
9:oo AM: Albert Sutton (+) 

Friday, May 20, 
7:00 AM: Denise Ann Rivera (+) 
9:00 AM:  Beatriz Villegas (+) 
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Tuesday Scripture Study - Join us on Tuesday mornings after the 9 am 
Mass to study the readings for the next Sunday.  

Friday Scripture Study– The Friday night scripture study is now online.  
Please call the office for information on how to join us.   

First Friday– The first Friday of each month the evening  Mass  is  
dedicated to promoting the Priesthood. Following evening Mass,  
devotion to the Alliance of the two Hearts. 

First Saturday—Join members of the Marian Group on the first  
Saturday of the month after the 9 am Mass. Learn more about  
consecrating your life to Jesus through Mary. 

Divine Mercy– Join us on the first Saturday of each month as we pray the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet as a community at 3 PM. 

OLHOC Prayer Chain 

If you have a prayer request, please call the parish office or send email to  
office@olhoc.org. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Join the abortion protest on the second Saturday of each month.  We meet in front of Planned 
Parenthood at 10 am to pray the Rosary (Please park across the street in the CVS parking lot).   

In anticipation of the U.S. Supreme Court's decision  in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health  
Organization, Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and chairmen of USCCB committees serving women and families is-
sued the following "Standing With Moms in Need"  asking us to join in prayer and hope that states 
will again be able to protect women and children from the injustice of abortion.  To read the full 
statement please visit  www.usccb.org   

"You formed my most inner being; you knit me in my mother's womb.  I praise 
you, so wonderfully you made me; wonderful are your works!" 

Psalm 139:13-14 

mailto:office@olhoc.org
https://www.usccb.org/news/2022/statement-usccb-president-and-bishop-chairmen-advance-supreme-courts-ruling-dobbs-v


5th Sunday of Easter  

 

May Crowning– May 22 

We will crown our Blessed Mother Mary on Sun-
day, May 22, 2022 at 11:00 AM.   The 11:30 am 
Mass will be outdoors, weather permitting. 

Our CCD students will lead everyone in a decade 
of the Rosary before Mary is crowned.  The 
Knights of Columbus will be present to escort 
the young person chosen to crown her. 

May 24 is the feast day of Our Lady Help of 
Christians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCD  
We are coming to the final week of our 2021-
2022 CCD classes! 

We started out with First Communion and  
Confirmation  attending weekly  (Sacramental 
Prep), and the other classes were blended- one 
week in the building, the next week online.  It 
was a challenge at first, with some children 
showing up on the wrong day.  After a couple 
weeks, everyone seemed to get the hang of 
things. 

In March, we went to classes all classes in  
person.  No more blended classes!  All 350  
students attended classes weekly with their  
Catechists. 

April 29th, 35 of our youth received the  
Sacrament of Confirmation from Bishop Roy 
Campbell.  This past Saturday, May 7, 37  
children received their first Communion. 

Thank you to all our devoted Catechists!  We are 
so grateful to have a Parish alive with many  
volunteers giving of themselves to teach the  
future of our church.   

May God continue to bless our CCD program! 

See you in the fall, y’all! 

Holy Hour for Vocations: 

“The harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.” Mt 9:37-38 

Join your fellow parishioners in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament at the “Holy Hour for the Intentions of the 
Ordinandi” and an increase in vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life on Thursday, June 2nd 
from 8-9 pm, Our Lady Help of Christians.  Unite with parishes throughout The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of  
Washington as we anticipate the Ordination of our Priests on June 18. This year’s  Ordinandi: 

For the Priesthood: 

“Every vocation, every path to which Christ calls us, ultimately leads to fulfillment and  
happiness, because it leads to God, to sharing in God’s own life.”—Saint John Paul II  

 

 

 

Deacon Gerald Andrews 

Deacon Ryan Braam 

Deacon Mattia Cortigiani 

Deacon Carlos Rodrigo de Gutiérrez 

Deacon Peter Mlynarczyk 

Deacon James Morgan 

Deacon Grzegorz Okulicz 

Deacon Thomas Robertson 

Deacon Kyle Vance 

Deacon Alexander Wyvill 



Outreach News 
 
The next Outreach meeting is June 1, 2022, and the next Shepherd’s Table is June 16, 2022. 
“Sharing Sunday” continues in the Fr. Martin Hall for the collection of nonperishable foods.  All donations go to the 
Food Bank, And Children’s Aid. Thank you OLHOC for Your generosity! 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

  

The youth of the Communities of the Neocatechumenal Way at Our Lady Help of Christians are working to 
raise funds for their upcoming pilgrimage to the Holy Land in July. This pilgrimage will provide an  
important opportunity for the youth to have an encounter with Our Lord Jesus Christ and to discern their  
vocation.  

 Talent Show: Sunday, May 15th 
The youth will be hosting a Talent Show fundraising event that will include live musical acts and displays of 
artistic talent by the youth, food sales, raffles, and much more. 

 

This event will take place in the Fr. Martin Parish Hall from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  

 

Contact:  

Neocatechumenal Youth at OLHOC by email: 

olhoc.ncw.youth@gmail.com 

 

May the peace of Christ be with you, 

The Communities of the Neocatechumenal Way at Our Lady Help of Christians 

BAKE SALE 

Mary’s Helping Hands will have a bake sale next weekend, May 21/22  after all Masses.  

Many different home baked goods will be available.  Please support the organization by pur-

chasing cookies, cakes, cupcakes, brownies, etc.   

Calories don’t count  when you buy  to support the church! 

Reminder we should not be storing personal property in the Church.  The Building Committee has put yellow post-its 
on items we question.  Please respond so we can dispose of these items and create valued storage space. 
 
The Building Committee has several projects.  One welcomes your thoughts.  We are considering a concrete pad just 
outside from classroom hallway in the back.  Besides picnic table(s), what would you like to use this area for?  

Funeral Mass Albert Lee Sutton 

Sunrise: 1941– Sunset: 2022 

 

A Viewing and Funeral Mass for Albert Sutton will be held at Our Lady Help of Christians 
Church on Wednesday, May18th, 2022. Viewing will be at noon, and the Funeral Mass  
at 1 pm. 

Albert Sutton is the father of Larry Sutton, member of our Parish Council, “Captain” of our 
11:30 Mass, and long time parishioner with his wife Jai and their four children. 

mailto:olhc.ncw.youth@gmail.com

