
THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Do you remember last week's Gospel or the one 
before? Have you read this week's Gospel before 
coming to Mass? When was the last time you 
opened your Bible and meditated on a Psalm,  
Proverb, or one of Jesus' parables?  
 
In a more and more secular world, a key question 
for us Christians is: how can we strengthen our 
personal relationship with God? How can we love 
GOD? For Jesus Christ, the first and greatest  
commandment is "Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind" (Matthew 22:36-37). How can we obey 
God's First and Greatest Commandment? To love 
God, we need to know HIM.  To know God, we 
need to know JESUS, who is both GOD and MAN. 
While we are on earth, we will never be able to  
fully know God. We can achieve this full 
knowledge of God only when we are totally with 
HIM in Heaven. However, while on earth WE 
CAN KNOW GOD THROUGH HIS WORD.  
 
JESUS IS THE WORD OF GOD: "In the  
beginning was THE WORD, and the Word was 
with God, and THE WORD WAS GOD" (John 
1:1). While on earth, we are blessed that we can 
know God through HIS WORD. St Jerome said 
that "to ignore the Bible is to ignore Jesus Christ". 
The New Testament is all about JESUS and the 
entire Old Testament is fulfilled in the New  
Testament. We do not need to become Bible  
Scholars. But we need as a minimum to FOCUS 
ON SUNDAY READINGS AT MASS 
 
Two weeks ago, we meditated on five keywords of 
JESUS: "I have come to SET THE EARTH ON 
FIRE". Jesus' words can set OUR HEARTS ON 
FIRE.  Have your hearts been burning when  
reflecting on Jesus' words?  
 
Last week, we meditated on THE NARROW 
GATE, the only entrance into Heaven: Jesus Christ 
HIMSELF. Are your eyes focused on the Narrow 
Gate of Jesus? or on the broad, wide-open gate of 
the secular world?  
 
This week's readings are focused on HUMILITY, 
the greatest of all virtues. We know that the  
opposite of humility is PRIDE. Pride is the mother 

of all vices. It leads us to think only about  
ourselves.  Through the Book of Sirach (3:17-18), 
God invites all of us to be humble: "My child,  
conduct your affairs with humility and you will be 
loved more than a giver of gifts. Humble yourself 
the more, the greater you are, and you will find 
favor with God." .  To be humble is to consider 
everyone to be more important than ourselves. 
 
In today's Gospel (Luke 14: 1, 7-14), Jesus is  
dining at the home of one of the leading Pharisees. 
He notices that the people who had been invited 
were choosing the places of honor at the table. He 
therefore, tells them a parable about a wedding 
banquet, recommending guests to go and take the 
lowest place, so that when the host comes to you 
he may say: my friend, move up to a higher  
position. In contrast, if you choose the place of 
honor, a more distinguished guest than you may 
have been invited and the host may ask you to give 
up your place of honor and take the lowest place. 
Jesus concludes this parable by affirming: 
"EVERYONE WHO EXALTS HIMSELF WILL 
BE HUMBLED! BUT THE ONE WHO  
HUMBLES HIMSELF WILL BE EXALTED".  
 
Throughout his life on earth, THE WORD OF 
GOD, JESUS GOD-MAN, is the greatest example 
of humility. Though HE is GOD, HE humbles  
himself to become man. He accepts the humiliation 
to be crucified so that he can take away our sins. 
Once he returns to Heaven, HE humbles himself by 
making himself small again in every EUCHARIST 
so that we can eat HIS FLESH and drink HIS 
BLOOD and gain eternal life (John 6:54). 
 
May GOD help all of us to focus on HIS WORD! 
May the HOLY SPIRIT help us to understand 
God's Word and guide all our choices and  
decisions! 

One in Christ, 
Fr. Alain  

 
 

 

 

 

 August 28, 2022:  22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Mass Readings for September 4, 2022 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 *First Reading 

Wisdom 9:13-18b 

*Second Reading 

Philemon 9-10, 12-17 

*Gospel 

Luke 14:25-33 

www.usccb.org 

*We are asked to pray for:   
Loretta McKenzie 
Josephina Knapp  
Johnné Webster 
Dévaugh Webster 

 
David Mesler 
Demico Theodore Hall 
Jeanne Berry 
Tiffany Brianna Chase  

 
Wendell Thomas 
Derrick Webster 
Theresa Ambol 
Barbara Bowser 

 
George A Gallagher III 
Kenneth Taylor 
Tess Franch 
Julianna Hayden 

Saturday, August 27 
9:00 AM: Gabriel Auza (+) 

5:00 PM: Mike Earl 
Sunday, August 28, 
8:30 AM: Edward Mojiea 

10:00AM: Kathy Winters (+) 

11:30 AM: OLHOC  
Parishioners 

7:00PM: Filadelfo Aguilar (+) 

Monday, August 29, 
7:00 AM: Julianne Hayden 

9:00AM: Tijuana Thomas & 
family 
 

Tuesday,  August 30, 
9:00AM: Ignatius Alphonso (+) 

Wednesday, August 31, 
9:00 AM: Kelly Andrews 
7:00PM: Wilbur Etbauer (+) 

Thursday, September 1, 
9:00AM: Zita Walker 
Friday, September 2, 
7:00 AM: Amelia  
Vinceguerra (+) 

9:00AM: Father Alain & 
family 
7 PM: Letecia Salazar 
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Tuesday Scripture Study - Join us on Tuesday mornings after the 9 am 
Mass to study the readings for the next Sunday.  

Friday Scripture Study– The Friday night scripture study is now online.  
Please call the office for information on how to join us.   

First Friday– The first Friday of each month the evening  Mass  in Latin is  
dedicated to promoting the Priesthood. Following evening Mass,  
devotion to the Alliance of the two Hearts. 

First Saturday—Join members of the Marian Group on the first  
Saturday of the month after the 9 am Mass. Learn more about  
consecrating your life to Jesus through Mary. 

Divine Mercy– Join us on the first Saturday of each month as we pray the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet as a community at 3 PM. 

OLHOC Prayer Chain 

If you have a prayer request, please call the parish office or send email   
office@olhoc.org. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

40 Hour Adoration 

September 8-10 
As part of our parish celebration, we will have 40 hours 
of continued Eucharistic Adoration, beginning Thursday, 
September 8 at 8 pm through Saturday, September 10 at 
noon.  Sign up sheets are available online, or call the  
office.  

 
"I assure you, as often 
as you neglected to do 
it to one of these least 
ones, you neglected to 
do it to me." 

Matthew 25:45 

mailto:office@olhoc.org


 

RCIA & CATHOLICISM FOR ADULTS 

Interested in joining  & learning about the Catholic Church for the first time?  Want to com-
plete a Sacrament (Baptism, Eucharist and/or Confirmation)?  Want to learn and understand 
your Catholic Faith better?  The rite of Catholic initiation is designed for adults who seek to 
know about God and desire to enter the Catholic faith.  Please see  Deacon Rich after Mass, or 
call the office. 

 

CCD Registration open 
Registration is now open (www.olhoc.com/re)  for the 2022/2023 Religious Education. The 
program encourages the children to learn Catholic doctrines, prayers, scripture stories,  
traditions, and practices in order to become disciples of Jesus Christ. The program strives to 
connect the teachings of Christ and the Church with the students’ life experience in living out 
the Christian life.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Outreach  
 

155 people were treated to a delicious take-out dinner at Shepherd’s Table on August 18th, sponsored by 
the Outreach of OLHOC.  Many thanks to our menu coordinators, Frank and Dianne Soloninka and all 
who helped prepare and distribute the meals.  The next Shepherd’s Table will be Oct. 20th. 
The next Outreach meeting will be held Sept. 14, 2022.  All are welcome! 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Annual Children’s Coat Drive 

September 4 - November 6, 2022  
Requesting all gently used, clean children’s winter coats, gloves, mittens and socks 

in all sizes.   
Items can be deposited in the labeled cardboard box located in front of the  

Fr. Martin Hall. 
~All donations will go to Children’s Aid~  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

All are invited to attend a special Mass to commemorate the Feast of San Lorenzo Ruiz (First Filipino Canonized 
Saint) on Saturday, September 24, 2022, at 5:30 pm at the Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle (1725 Rhode Island 
Ave NW, Washington, DC 20036). The Most Reverend Mario E. Dorsonville, Auxiliary Bishop of Washington, will 
be the principal celebrant and homilist. 
The program will start at 4:30 pm with the recitation of the Most Holy Rosary and a solemn procession of San  
Lorenzo Ruiz before the Mass. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available from 4:00 to 5:00 pm. 
This celebration is sponsored and organized by the archdiocesan Office of Cultural Diversity and Outreach in  
collaboration with the DC Filipino Catholic Community under its chaplain, Fr. Patrick Agustin, parochial vicar of  
St. Martin of Tours Catholic Church, Gaithersburg. For more information, contact culturaldiversity@adw.org. 

mailto:culturaldiversity@adw.org

