
FORGIVEN 

 

Several weeks ago, I was called to visit someone  
dying. Nothing extraordinary. Every week, Fr. Jan 
and I receive such calls from families, nursing 
homes, hospitals, or hospice...This was a home visit 
far away from our church. The family had no  
connection at all with our parish. To maintain total 
confidentiality, I will call the dying person Gertrude 
(not the real name).  Gertrude had not gone to any 
church for many many years. During her illness, she 
had rejected the visit of any priest. But God had a 
plan. In her youth, Gertrude had received all the sac-
raments. Then she got married in the Catholic 
Church and had all her children baptized and con-
firmed. But as the children grew up into adults, she 
stopped going to church. When I met her, she was 
still fully lucid but also reluctant to talk to a priest. 
However, God chose that key moment in her life to 
soften her heart... 
 

We spent an hour together. We prayed together...in 
the end, Gertrude agreed to receive the Sacrament of 
RECONCILIATION. I told her that to be reconciled 
with God, she will have to confess all the major sins 
of her past life (since her last confession), she had to 
be sincerely sorry for them and to promise to God 
with His help to amend her life. Gertrude under-
stood. After she received the Absolution of her sins, 
she felt a great relief: THE GRACE OF BEING  
FORGIVEN BY GOD. She was grateful to God. She 
had received the "TRANSFORMING POWER OF 
CONFESSION". JESUS had been waiting for her 
many many years. He is very patient. He welcomed 
her confession of sins with open arms ... 
 

THE ACT OF CONTRITION is one of the most  
powerful prayers to God: 
 

"O MY GOD, I AM HEARTILY SORRY FOR  
HAVING OFFENDED THEE and I detest all my sins 
because I dread the loss of Heaven and the pains of 
hell. But most of all, because they offend Thee, my 
God, Who art all good and deserving of all my love. 
I FIRMLY RESOLVE with the Help of Thy Grace, to 
confess my sins, to do penance and TO AMEND MY 
LIFE. AMEN" 
 

While I invite you to memorize the above Act of  
Contrition and meditate on what it means for you 
and how it helps you to transform your life, there are 
other wordings though meaning the same: SORROW 
for past sins AND promise of continued  
CONVERSION!  
 

Thinking about Gertrude coming back to God so late 
in her life, one can ask: "if someone believes they are 
close to dying, is their last confession just " fear of 
hell " or "true conversion"?  I have met people close 
to death who do not want to get "closer to God" and 

simply refuse to talk to a priest. I always explain that 
the Sacrament of anointing the sick is no longer 
called " The Extreme Unction " (given only to those 
dying) but "Anointing of the Sick and the Elderly”. 
After Gertrude found in her heart the Peace of  
Reconciliation with God, I told her that in addition 
she could receive this very special anointing of the 
sick: she qualifies on both counts being " gravely ill " 
and "elderly". Before I left, I did anoint Gertrude and 
she was also able to receive the Eucharist. Filled with 
Joy, she asked me if I could come back to visit her. 
Yes, she can call me any time. I believe in miracles, 
and God can decide to cure her physically. 
 

GOD IS ALWAYS MERCIFUL.  BUT DO NOT WAIT 
TO BE DYING TO ASK FOR RECONCILIATION 
WITH GOD...It may be too late. Nobody knows the 
day nor the hour when GOD will choose to call us 
back to Him. 
 

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU WENT TO 
CONFESSION? When was the last time you entered 
a confessional seeking GOD's FORGIVENESS? 
When was the last time you felt the JOY OF BEING 
FORGIVEN? 
 

Let us pray to GOD together with the Tax Collector 
in the temple: " BE MERCIFUL TO ME A  
SINNER" (Luke 18:9-14), parable of the Pharisee 
and the Tax Collector. 
 

Let us ask GOD the GRACE to forgive everyone that 
has offended us since our last confession! 
 

GO TO CONFESSION! 
 

One in Christ, 

Father Alain 

 October 23, 2022:  30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Mass Readings for October 30, 2022 

31th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 *First Reading 

Wisdom 11:22-12:2 

*Second Reading 

2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2 

*Gospel 

Luke 19:1-10 

www.usccb.org 

*We are asked to pray for:   
Josephina Knapp  
David Mesler 
Tiffany Brianna Chase  
Wendell Thomas 
Derrick Webster 

Theresa Ambol 
Barbara Bowser 
George A Gallagher III 
Kenneth Taylor 
Tess Franch 

Julianna Hayden 
Genevieve Van Gordon 
Brandon Mack 
Nadashda Mack 
Funke Idedevbo 
Ose Idedevbo 

 
 
 Names will be removed after 3 
months.  
 
 

Saturday, October 22, 
9:00 AM: OLHOC family 
5:00 PM: Lorrin Green (+) 

Sunday, October 23, 
8:30 AM: Lorrin Green (+) 

10:00AM:  OLHOC Parishioners 

11:30 AM: Elsa Mojica 

7:00PM: Jese Echeverrio (+) 

Monday, October 24, 
7:00 AM: Deacon Bill Scott 

9:00AM: Ernesto Sanchez (+) 

Tuesday,  October 25, 
9:00AM: Jacques & Rose  
Marie Obas 
Wednesday, October 26, 
9:00 AM: Gerardo Vega (+) 
7:00PM: Edna V. McCray (+) 

Thursday, October 27, 
9:00AM: Will Etbauer (+) 
Friday, October 28, 
7:00 AM: Vickey Six (+) 
9:00AM:  Justo Villegas (+) 
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Tuesday Scripture Study - Join us on Tuesday mornings after the 9 am 
Mass to study the readings for the next Sunday.  

Friday Scripture Study– The Friday night scripture study is now online.  
Please call the office for information on how to join us.   

First Friday– The first Friday of each month the evening  Mass  in Latin is  
dedicated to promoting the Priesthood. Following evening Mass,  
devotion to the Alliance of the two Hearts. 

First Saturday—Join members of the Marian Group on the first  
Saturday of the month after the 9 am Mass. Learn more about  
consecrating your life to Jesus through Mary. 

Divine Mercy– Join us on the first Saturday of each month as we pray the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet as a community at 3 PM. 

OLHOC Prayer Chain 

If you have a prayer request, please call the parish office or send email   
office@olhoc.org. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Healing Mass 

November 20, there will 

be a Healing  following 

the 7 pm Mass at OLHOC. 

Come, receive the   

healing power of the Holy 

Spirit on the 3rd Sunday 

each month 

Jeannette Fotang 
R.O.S.  

Your prayers are asked for the soul of Jeannette 
Fotang, who died suddenly in September.  

 A funeral Mass will be offered at noon on  
Saturday, October 29, 2022 at OLHOC. 

Jeannette and her family have been  parishioners 
since 2016. She was a CCD teacher along with her 
family for many years.  She will be missed. 

REMEMBER, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who 

fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thy intercession was left unaided. 

Inspired with this confidence, I fly to thee, O Virgin of virgins, my  

Mother; to thee do I come; before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the 

Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen.  

mailto:office@olhoc.org


Tuesday, November 1, All Saints Day 

All Saints day is Tuesday, November 1.  A Ho-
ly day of  Obligation, Masses will be at 9 am, 
Noon, and 7 pm.  We look forward to enjoying 
Mass with you. 

******* 

Wednesday, November 2, All 
Souls Day 

“May no one fear meeting you after this earthly  

pilgrimage,”  

prays Pope Francis. We pray especially for “those 
who did not have an opportunity to  
repent” before their death. All Souls Day,  
November 2, is the day the Church has set aside 
to commemorate deceased family  members and 
loved ones who await their purification in  
Purgatory. The Church teaches that some sins 
can be forgiven even after death (CCC 1031). 
While these departed souls can pray for us, they 
can no longer pray for themselves. That spiritual 
work of mercy is up to us!  

We invite you, your family and friends to join us 
for Mass Wednesday, November 2  at 9 am 
or 7 pm to pray for the souls of your loved ones 
with your Our Lady Help of Christians family. 

Cookbook 

Our Lady Help of  Christians is planning to 
publish an international cookbook.  The cookbook 

will celebrate the parish's diversity and rich cultural her-
itage.  Please submit recipes, and invite your families 
and friends to submit them also.  You can include com-
ments about each recipe:  for example, perhaps it is a 
family favorite, or maybe it was handed down by par-
ents or  
grandparents. Recipes can be as easy as a quick snack or 
as complex as a main course. 

Please submit one to five recipes by December 31: 

Email them to Pat Viets at:   
patricia1202@comcast.net 

Text them to 301-848-5902 

Submit them online at:  www.olhoc.org/cookbook 

Or drop them off at the OLHOC Office. (Please 
include your name.) 

Thank you, and bon appétit! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please take the time to enjoy the series of St.  
Joseph, taking place in our Father Martin Hall on  
Sundays, after the 8:30 am Mass. Come, learn about 
your faith. 

******* 

The National Domestic Violence Hotline 

(800) 799 –SAFE (7233) 

 

2022 Italian  
Potters Bowl Dinner 

Benefitting the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco 

Sample, Savor, Enjoy and indulge on November 
12, 2022 at 5 pm.  Located at St. Catherine Parish 
Hall-McConchie (7636 Port Tobacco Rd, Port  
Tobacco, MD) the event will feature Musical En-
tertainment, a Silent Auction, and Special  
Raffles .  General admission is $40, which  
includes a menu of Soup, Salad, Italian Bread, 
Stuffed Shells, Porchetta Roasted in a wood fired 
oven, baked ziti, Pizza, Sausage with onions and 
Peppers, Fettuccine Alfredo, Meatballs ,  
Lasagna , along with a host of desserts. A cash 
bar will is available for soda, beer and wine.  
Contact Sharon Vaughn for reservations  and 
tickets (301) 934-2983 

If you cannot attend, donations gratefully  
accepted. 

Sponsorship is available,  for general  
information, please contact Gemma Nelson at 
(240) 216-7845 

 

mailto:patricia1202@comcast.net


Outreach  
The next Outreach meeting will be on November 2, 2022 at 7 p.m. in the Fr. Martin Hall.   

The next Shepherd’s Table is on October 20, 2022.  “Sharing Sunday” food collection  
continues In the Fr. Martin Hall.  All donations of non- perishable foods go to the Food Bank 
and Children’s Aid Society. 
The Holiday House is now in the Narthex for monetary donations to the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas food baskets to be handed out to those in need.  

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

CCD  

 
 

 

 

In preparation for the celebration of  All Saints Day on Nov. 1, we encourage you to participate in 
our "Dress Like a Saint" activity. Think of  a Saint that you want your child/ren to imitate by 
dressing them like a Saint. This activity will take place in Oct. 30/31. This will lead your child/ren 
to appreciate how to live a holy life by imitating the lives of  the Saints in their own little way with 
your support and guidance. This is also the last day of  the Month of  Rosary. A special Rosary  
activity will also be done on these dates. 

Annual Children’s Coat Drive 

September 4 - November 6, 2022  
Requesting all gently used, clean children’s winter coats, gloves, mittens and socks in all sizes.   

Items can be deposited in the labeled cardboard box located in front of the  
Fr. Martin Hall. 

~All donations will go to Children’s Aid~  

Guadalupe Radio Network -WMET 1160 AM 
 
 

********** 
 

Men’s Group Breakfast 
 

The Men’s Group will have their Breakfast this Saturday, October 29,  
following the 9 am Mass.  Want to learn more about it? Come and find 
out!  


