
FORGIVEN ...AND SAVED  

 

On Tuesday afternoon, we celebrated our second 
monthly Mass at a new Independent/Assisted Living 
Community in Waldorf (Harmony House). We had a 
mix of Catholics and non-Catholics attending. I began 
my homily with a simple statement:" IF YOU WANT 
TO GO TO HEAVEN, RAISE YOUR HAND!" There 
was not a single hesitation. Immediately, Catholics and 
non-Catholics all raised their hands! We all want to go 
to Heaven. We all want to be saved. But the key ques-
tions remain: who will be saved? HOW CAN WE BE 
SAVED? JESUS says to Zacchaeus the chief tax  
collector in Jericho and all of us repentant sinners: 
“TODAY SALVATION HAS COME TO THIS 
HOUSE...THE SON OF MAN HAS COME TO SEEK 
AND TO SAVE WHAT WAS LOST." (Luke 19:1-10, 
this Sunday's Gospel). The instant conversion of the 
repentant Zacchaeus, a great sinner, gives all of us great 
HOPE. In last week's Gospel (Luke 18: 9-14), it was 
also a tax collector who was praying in the temple: 
"LORD, BE MERCIFUL TO ME A SINNER" and 
went home "justified". JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR. HE 
CAME ON EARTH to seek the lost souls, like  
Zacchaeus and all of us, and to bring us back to God 
the Father: HE CAME TO SAVE US.  
 
Last week, we talked to you about Gertrude who  
repented, converted, and went to Confession as she was 
dying. She found peace as soon as she repented and 
completed her confession. To go to Heaven, we have to 
open our hearts to GOD's GRACE and let GOD lead us 
to Repentance and Reconciliation: GO TO  
CONFESSION! GO NOW! DO NOT WAIT!  
TOMORROW MIGHT BE TOO LATE! 
 
At daily Masses this week, we have been hearing from 
Luke's Chapter 13 which begins with A CALL TO  
REPENTANCE: "If you do not repent, you shall  
perish..." (Luke 13:3-5). Then someone asked Jesus: 
"LORD, WILL ONLY A FEW PEOPLE BE SAVED?" 
And Jesus simply replied: " Strive to enter through 
THE NARROW GATE, for many will attempt to enter 
but will not be STRONG enough." Jesus could not be 
clearer: yes some will be saved, but not all (Luke 13:28
-29): Some will share in the heavenly banquet (THOSE 
SAVED) but others will be cast out " where there will 
be wailing and grinding of teeth" (THOSE  
REJECTED). God is not the one punishing us, we are 
the ones who punish ourselves by rejecting His Love 
and Mercy. 
 
Like Zacchaeus, we should not be afraid to SEEK  
JESUS.  Zacchaeus, a very rich man, could not see  
Jesus because of the crowd as he was short. But he did 

not hesitate to humble himself by climbing a sycamore 
tree to see Jesus. We too can meet Jesus through our 
own humility, recognizing our littleness in the presence 
of God. Like Zacchaeus, we should not be afraid to let 
Jesus enter into our homes (our own hearts), confess 
our sins and amend our lives: "Half of my possessions, 
Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if I have extorted  
anything from anyone, I shall repay it four times 
over." (Luke 19: 8). Like Zacchaeus, we too can be 
filled with JOY hearing Jesus tell us: " TODAY  
SALVATION HAS COME TO THIS HOUSE" (Luke 
19:9-10). This is the same JOY that Gertrude close to 
death felt when hearing the words of absolution at the 
end of her confession: 
 
"God, the Father of mercies, through the death and the 
resurrection of His Son has reconciled the world to 
Himself and sent the Holy Spirit among us for the for-
giveness of sins; THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF 
THE CHURCH MAY GOD GIVE YOU PARDON 
AND PEACE, and I ABSOLVE YOU OF YOUR SINS 
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE 
SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT"  
 
If you have not heard the above words recently, the 
time has come to go back to confession! Gertrude, like 
many Catholics did not want to let a priest hear her 
confession. But when she accepted a priest to enter into 
her home (though reluctantly), it was similar to  
Zacchaeus letting Jesus enter into his house: a time of 
repentance, a time of conversion, a time of JOY! 
 
Let us pray to GOD that we can let Jesus enter into our 
hearts, and ask Him the grace to go to Confession for 
the forgive of our sins. 
 

 One in Christ, 
Father Alain 

 
 
 

 October 30, 2022:  31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Mass Readings for November 6, 2022 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 *First Reading 

2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14 

*Second Reading 

2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5 

*Gospel 

Luke 20:27-38 

www.usccb.org 

*We are asked to pray for:   
Josephina Knapp  
David Mesler 
Tiffany Brianna Chase  
Wendell Thomas 
Derrick Webster 

Theresa Ambol 
Barbara Bowser 
George A Gallagher III 
Kenneth Taylor 
Tess Franch 

Julianna Hayden 
Genevieve Van Gordon 
Brandon Mack 
Nadashda Mack 
Funke Idedevbo 
Ose Idedevbo 

David James 
 
 
 Names will be removed after 3 
months.  
 
 

Saturday, October 29, 
9:00 AM: Lorrin Green (+) 
5:00 PM: Irene Rauer 

Sunday, October 30, 
8:30 AM: Charles Gallagher (+) 

10:00AM:  Bree Singson 

11:30 AM: OLHOC Parishioners 

7:00PM: José Echeverria (+) 
Monday, October 31, 
7:00 AM: Coles Family 

9:00AM: Amelia Vinciguerra (+) 

Tuesday,  November 1, 
9:00AM: Francisco Lervantes (+) 

Noon: Pat Frazier (+) 
7 PM:  K.D. Dillard (+) 

 
Wednesday, November 2, 
9:00 AM: Lori Gomez 
7:00PM: Linda Arendacs 

Thursday, November 3, 
9:00AM: Tanis & Therese 
Lhomme 

Friday, November 3, 
7:00 AM: Jeannette Fotang (+) 
9:00AM:  Amelia Vinciguerra (+) 

7:00 PM: Judy Tomasky (+) 
 
 
Remember to pray for all the 
Holy Souls in Purgatory 
 

P 
R 
A 
Y 
E 
R 
 

R 
E 
Q 
U 
E 
S 
T 
S 
 

& 
 
I 
N 
T 
E 
N 
T 
I 
O 
N 
S 

 

Tuesday Scripture Study - Join us on Tuesday mornings after the 9 am 
Mass to study the readings for the next Sunday.  

Friday Scripture Study– The Friday night scripture study is now online.  
Please call the office for information on how to join us.   

First Friday– The first Friday of each month the evening  Mass  in Latin is  
dedicated to promoting the Priesthood. Following evening Mass,  
devotion to the Alliance of the two Hearts. 

First Saturday—Join members of the Marian Group on the first  
Saturday of the month after the 9 am Mass. Learn more about  
consecrating your life to Jesus through Mary. 

Divine Mercy– Join us on the first Saturday of each month as we pray the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet as a community at 3 PM. 

OLHOC Prayer Chain 

If you have a prayer request, please call the parish office or send email   
office@olhoc.org. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Healing Mass 

November 20, there will 

be a Healing  following 

the 7 pm Mass at OLHOC. 

Come, receive the   

healing power of the Holy 

Spirit on the 3rd Sunday 

each month 

Tuesday, November 1, All Saints Day 
 

All Saints day is Tuesday, November 1.  A Holy 
day of  Obligation, Masses will be at 9 am, Noon, 
and 7 pm.  We look forward to enjoying Mass with 
you. 

mailto:office@olhoc.org


Wednesday, November 2, All 
Souls Day 

All Souls Day,  
November 2, is the day the Church has set aside 
to commemorate all the Faithful Departed.  We 
pray especially for our deceased family members 
and loved ones who may still await their  
purification in Purgatory prior to entering into 
Heaven.  The church invites all of us to pray for 
the souls of all the Faithful Departed.  This is one 
of the Spiritual Acts of Mercy 

We invite you, your family and friends to join us 
for Mass Wednesday, November 2  at 9 am 
or 7 pm to pray for the souls of your loved ones 
with your Our Lady Help of Christians family.   

At the 7 PM Mass, if you have a loved one who 
has died within the past three years, you are  
invited to call the office and give their name. We 
will have a special remembrance for them at that 
Mass.  Light refreshments will be served after 
Mass. 

Cookbook 

Our Lady Help of Christians is planning to  
publish an international cookbook.  The cookbook 
will celebrate the parish's diversity and rich cultural 
heritage.  Please submit recipes, and invite your  
families and friends to submit them also.  You can 
include comments about each recipe:  for example, 
perhaps it is a family favorite, or maybe it was handed 
down by parents or grandparents. Recipes can be as 
easy as a quick snack or as complex as a main course. 

Please submit one to five recipes by December 
31: 

Email them to Pat Viets at:   
patricia1202@comcast.net 

Text them to 301-848-5902 

Submit them online at:  www.olhoc.org/cookbook 

Or drop them off at the OLHOC Office. (Please 
include your name.) 

Thank you, and bon appétit! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please take the time to enjoy the series of St.  
Joseph, taking place in our Father Martin Hall on  
Sundays, after the 8:30 am Mass. Come, learn about 
your faith. 

******* 

The National Domestic Violence Hotline 

(800) 799 –SAFE (7233) 

****** 

The OLHOC Craft Fair Committee 

Special thanks 
goes out to the Craft Fair 
volunteers this past 
weekend!  If you: 

Set up 

Cooked 

Baked 

Sold at a table 

Organized  

Greeted people 

 

Walked around Safeway 
with a sign 

Broke down tables 

Cleaned up 

Put chairs and tables 
away 

Shopped 

Donated  

We thank you!   

mailto:patricia1202@comcast.net


A delicious take-out chicken dinner For 134 people 
was served on Oct. 20th.Thank you Joan Dulcey, our 
menu coordinator, and all the volunteers from 
OLHOC for their caring and hard work The next  
Outreach meeting will be on November 2, 2022 at 7 
p.m. in the Fr. Martin Hall.   
The next Shepherd’s Table is on October 20, 2022.  
“Sharing Sunday” food collection continues In the Fr. 
Martin Hall.  All donations of non- perishable foods 
go to the Food Bank and Children’s Aid Society.  
The Holiday House is now in the Narthex for  
monetary donations to the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas food baskets to be handed out to those in 
need.  
 

Please pick up some of these items the next time you 
are in the store to donate for the Thanksgiving  
Baskets: 

Green Beans 

Canned Corn 

Cranberry Sauce 

Gravy (canned or jar) 

Stuffing 

Sweet Potatoes/Yams 

Peas 

Fruit Cocktail. 

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Annual Children’s Coat Drive 

September 4 - November 6, 2022  
Requesting all gently used, clean children’s winter coats, gloves, mittens and socks in all sizes.   

Items can be deposited in the labeled cardboard box located in front of the  
Fr. Martin Hall. 

~All donations will go to Children’s Aid~  

0utreach 

Maintaining Security in our Church 

 As already announced and posted in flocknotes, we have a new state of the art security system in 
our building. If you have any questions, please call the Office,  

or send an email to: pastor@olhoc.org 

Care of the Church 
We have 5 teams of parishioners who clean the church each week.  They clean the pews, 
windows, the Altar, Sacristy, St. John Bosco Room and the Cry Room, to mention a few.  
The Altar Guild is also the group who put up the lovely decorations each change of liturgical 
seasons. 
 

Parishioners, just like you and me, they have asked for everyone's help in keeping it clean.  A 
particular problem is the Cry Room. Food is being eaten in the Cry Room and left on the 
floor.  The chairs are not put back properly, and it is left a mess. Please clean up after your 
children, and give the Cry Room the same respect you give the rest of the church.   

Thank you in advance. 


