
A MOVING CELEBRATION FOR SOULS 

 

Last Wednesday evening, we entered the church in 
DARKNESS. It was a SOLEMN AND MOVING  
PROCESSION. For many participants, it was a reminder 
of the last time they participated in an Easter Vigil:  
entering the House of God in darkness following the  
newly blessed Paschal Candle and holding their own lit 
candles. THE LIGHT OF CHRIST lifts us up from our 
Baptism throughout our entire life on earth. This time, the 
HOLY SPIRIT had guided us to pray for the souls of our 
RECENTLY DECEASED parishioners in a new way. It is 
hard for a single individual to resist the Movements of the 
Holy Spirit. It is nearly impossible for a "family of  
families" mourning the loss of loved ones to resist the  
invitation of the Holy Spirit to come and pray together in 
a totally NEW WAY. 
  
The Holy Spirit had allowed us plenty of time to plan a 
new event. The inspiration was given to one of our  
parishioners deeply mourning a recent loss. It was simple 
and spiritual. In addition to the traditional 9 am Mass on 
All Souls Days, remembering and praying for all the souls 
of the faithful departed, why not have an additional  
evening Mass focusing on those loved ones that have 
passed away recently. 
  
As background, here are some statistics. On average, we 
have one funeral Mass in our church every other week. 
Our parish population of about 1,200 registered families is 
still relatively young. Many parishes of similar size have a 
much larger number of funerals. Over the last three years, 
we have celebrated a total of about 70 funerals.  But every 
funeral is a big loss for our "family of 1,200 families"... 
When one family in our parish suffers, all families suffer. 
  
Every single funeral Mass celebrates the life of a deeply 
loved one. It is an opportunity for one family to pray with 
their extended family and friends. It is always moving to 
pray for the repose of a loved one shortly after they have 
been called back home by the Father. It is also a time of 
reflection for all participants on their own relationship 
with God and on their own need for CONVERSION: to 
get closer to God, His Church, and His Sacraments 
(especially Confession and Holy Communion at Mass). 
JUST A REMINDER: IF ONE OF YOUR LOVED 
ONES IS SICK, DO NOT WAIT TO CALL FOR A 
PRIEST AT THE LAST MINUTE... IT MIGHT BE TOO 
LATE! 
  
We wrote individual letters to each of the 70 families we 
knew had  lost a loved one within the last three years. We 
invited them to participate in this special evening Mass on 
All Souls Day. Announcements were made in the Weekly 
Bulletin, FLOCKNOTES, posters , and from the "pulpit" 
at the end of all Masses several weeks ago. As it was a 
new event, we had no idea how many families would  
respond and eventually participate. 

 We knew that those who would come will find  
consolation in their mourning. But we could not imagine 
that over 200 people would show up on a Wednesday 
evening for Mass.  Unlike All Saints Day (November 1st), 
All Souls Day (November 2nd) is not a Holy Day of  
Obligation and usually does not attract much attendance. 
  
The entrance in darkness was moving. Every family  
participating received a special candle with the name of 
their loved one. All the lit candles were placed at the foot 
of the altar in the sanctuary. It was a truly solemn  
procession. Our choir's beautiful singing during the  
procession was lifting up our prayers in the silence of our 
hearts. The Mass was solemn: two deacons , five altar 
servers.. and lots of incense rising with our prayers to 
Heaven! Father Jan's s homily about life, death, and  
resurrection touched every family looking for a closer  
relationship with God. As concelebrant, I was moved to 
see a prayerful gathering of so many families I have 
known for a long time, and who on that night shared their 
individual mourning with other families in a truly  
Christian sense of community. 
  
Volunteers had prepared some refreshments allowing for 
fellowship in the Narthex at the end of the Mass. Another 
opportunity for reaching out to one another. 
  
Words cannot express the sense of Peace and Joy brought 
by the Holy Spirit on this awesome remembrance of our 
recently deceased parishioners. If you were unable to 
come this year, you are definitely invited to come next 
year. In 2023, All Souls Day will be on a Thursday. Mark 
your calendars: 7 pm November 2023! For those of you 
who participated this year, your  feedback is much  
appreciated. Your thoughts for next year are most  
welcome: email office@olhoc.org. 
  
Heavenly Father, we pray through your Son for the  
repose of the souls of all our beloved ones: keep the Light 
of Christ shining upon them!  Holy Spirit, keep guiding 
our steps in following the Light of Jesus every day of our 
lives, away from the darkness of our sins through the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. 
AMEN! 
  

One in Christ, 
Fr. Alain 

 

 

 
 

 November 13, 2022:  33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Mass Readings for November 20, 2022 

Feast of Christ the King 

 

 *First Reading 

2 Samuel 5:1-3 

*Second Reading 

Colossians 1:12-20 

*Gospel 

Luke23:35-43 

www.usccb.org 

*We are asked to pray for:   
Josephina Knapp  
David Mesler 
Tiffany Brianna Chase  
Wendell Thomas 
Derrick Webster 

Theresa Ambol 
Barbara Bowser 
George A Gallagher III 
Kenneth Taylor 
Tess Franch 

Julianna Hayden 
Genevieve Van Gordon 
Brandon Mack 
Nadashda Mack 
David James Kitley 
Justin Farmer 

 
 Names will be removed after 3 
months.  
 
 

Saturday, November 12, 
9:00 AM: Agnes Simb (+) 
5:00 PM: OLHOC Parishioners 

Sunday, November 13, 
8:30 AM: Jaghab family 

10:00AM:  Jeannette Fotang (+) 

11:30 AM: Dr. Francoer & Mrs. 
Melanie Magloire (+) 

7:00PM: Maria del Carmen 
Garcia (+) 
Monday, November 14, 
7:00 AM: Denise River (+) 

9:00AM: Ngon Nguend (+) 

Tuesday,  November 15, 
9:00AM: Erlene Barclay 
 

Wednesday, November 16, 
9:00 AM: Deceased members 
of the Etammane Family 
7:00PM: Fabiola Dako 

Thursday, November 17, 
9:00AM: Charles Gallagher (+) 

Friday, November 18, 
7:00 AM: Denise Rivera (+) 
9:00AM:  Theresa Nolan 

 
Remember to pray for  
troubled youths and all the  
Holy Souls in Purgatory 
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Tuesday Scripture Study - Join us on Tuesday mornings after the 9 am 
Mass to study the readings for the next Sunday.  

Friday Scripture Study– The Friday night scripture study is now online.  
Please call the office for information on how to join us.   

First Friday– The first Friday of each month the evening  Mass  in Latin is  
dedicated to promoting the Priesthood. Following evening Mass,  
devotion to the Alliance of the two Hearts. 

First Saturday—Join members of the Marian Group on the first  
Saturday of the month after the 9 am Mass. Learn more about  
consecrating your life to Jesus through Mary. 

Divine Mercy– Join us on the first Saturday of each month as we pray the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet as a community at 3 PM. 

OLHOC Prayer Chain 

If you have a prayer request, please call the parish office or send email   
office@olhoc.org. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Healing Mass 

November 20, there will 

be a Healing  following 

the 7 pm Mass at OLHOC. 

Come, receive the   

healing power of the Holy 

Spirit on the 3rd Sunday 

each month 

Forgiven 
Classes continue on Thursdays  (6:45-8:00 PM), and 
Saturdays (9:45-11:00 AM).  It is not too late to  
attend.  

Babysitting is available on Thursdays.  For more  
information– www.olhoc.org/forgiven 
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Cookbook 

Our Lady Help of Christians is planning to  
publish an international cookbook.  The  
cookbook will celebrate the parish's diversity and 
rich cultural heritage.  Please submit recipes, and 
invite your families and friends to submit them 
also.  You can include comments about each  
recipe:  for example, perhaps it is a family  
favorite, or maybe it was handed down by par-
ents or grandparents. Recipes can be as easy as a 
quick snack or as complex as a main course. 

Please submit one to five recipes by  
December 31: 

Email them to Pat Viets at:   
patricia1202@comcast.net 

Text them to 301-848-5902 

Submit them online at:  
www.olhoc.org/cookbook 

Or drop them off at the OLHOC Office. 
(Please include your name.) 

Thank you, and bon appétit! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please take the time to enjoy the series of St.  
Joseph, taking place in our Father Martin Hall 
on Sundays, after the 8:30 am Mass. Come, 
learn about your faith. 

******* 

CCD 

The 1st Communion workshop is Sunday  
November 20th at 10 am for students and  
parents. 

The workshop for Confirmation will be at 
2:30 pm on the same day. Attendance is 
mandatory for students and parents. A 
Youth Mass will begin at 4 pm in the  
Father Martin Hall, after the workshop. 

No CCD classes November 27 and 28th. 

************ 

Breakfast with St. Nick 

Saturday, December 3rd St. Nick will be 
here to join us for breakfast.  Come, enjoy 
tasty pancakes, bacon or sausage with a 
warm beverage or orange juice, 

Tickets will be on sale next weekend. 
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On Nov. 19 and 20 we will be packing and  
delivering 50 Thanksgiving baskets.  Volunteers 
are needed for delivering after the 8:30 Mass. 

We are still in need of the following: canned 
corn, green beans, cranberry sauce, gravy 
(canned or jar), stuffing, sweet potatoes/yams, 
fruit cocktail, mashed potatoes. 

Thank you all in advance! 

 

Coat Drive 

As the cold weather approaches Outreach is hap-
py to announce a new record for the 

OLHOC Coat Drive!  Thank you Katina Steuart, 
coat drive coordinator, and all who so generously 
contributed 124 coats, 60 hats, 33 gloves, 7 
scarves and 23pr. Of socks!!  They were all taken 
to Children’s Aid to be given to those in need! 

 

The next outreach meeting is Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. in 
Fr. Martin Hall. The next Shepherd’s Table is 
Dec. 15th at Good Shepherd Church. 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

0utreach 

THANK YOU! 

 
The Black Catholic History Month Mass last Sunday was heavenly!   
Bishop Campbell was overjoyed! Father was in heaven! 

Thanks go out to all who were involved in the planning and preparation- 
We appreciate all the details that were carefully attended to.   In addition 
to all the helping hands, the Sutton family– Jai , Larry and their children 
gave us all a wonderful Sunday to be proud of. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving November 24 

 

Mass of  Thanksgiving will be Wednesday, 
November 23 at 7 PM, and Thursday 
morning at 9 AM.  If  you would like to 
have your food blessed, please bring it to 
the church for the Wednesday evening 
Mass.  The food will be blessed in the 
Narthex. 

DELIVERY 


