
 

 
January 8, 2023:  The Epiphany of the Lord 

He lived like a frail, old monk in silence and  
isolation from the world for the last 10 years of his 
life. His own little monastery was within the Vatican. 
He chose this prayerful and humble life following a 
resignation that shocked the world: the first pope to 
resign in 600 years!  The entire Church, including 
our own parish, is now praying for the repose of his 
soul. Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI died last  
Saturday, on the last day of 2022. He was 95 years 
old. Did Pope Benedict affect your own  life? For me 
personally, Pope Benedict XVI was an inspiration. 
He was the "newly elected" Pope when I entered the 
seminary in 2005. As a seminarian, I saw him in 
New York and in Washington, DC. He was the 
"reigning" Pope when I was ordained a priest in 
2009. He has been an important part of my spiritual 
journey. I was with my family in Japan the day his 
predecessor Pope John Paul II died on April 2nd, 
2005. I heard the news while attending Mass. That 
news changed my life. 
 
John Paul II had been pope for 28 long years (1978-
2005). Although he had been very sick for several 
years, his death shocked me. I prayed for the repose 
of his soul, for his successor, and also for the whole 
Church. I also reflected on my own journey. I was 
working at the World Bank, but since 2001, I was 
also in formation to be ordained a permanent  
Deacon. I heard in my heart maybe the time had 
come to give my entire life to the church. Maybe God 
wanted me to leave my job. I had been in the same 
job for 35 years, a job which I loved: helping the  
developing countries of the world to reduce poverty. 
I was planning to stay another 10 years and retire at 
the young  age of 70! On that very day, I decided to 
quit my job. I could spend one full year preparing for 
my ordination to The Permanent Diaconate  
(planned for June 2006) and dedicate my entire life 
to the Church. God had a different plan. Yes, I did 
quit my job three months later, but it was to enter 
the seminary. I was never ordained a "permanent" 
Deacon... I was ordained a " transitional" Deacon in 
2008, and then a priest in 2009. 
 
The death of Pope Benedict XVI reminded me of the 
death of his predecessor and I mentioned this in my 
homily last week commenting on the word 
"HASTE", the haste with which the shepherds went 
to Bethlehem to see what the Angels had announced 
them. Pope Benedict had commented on this word 
HASTE, saying "the shepherds went driven by their 
JOY on hearing that now, truly, the Savior, the 
Messiah, the Lord had been born, the one so long 
awaited - and they would be the first to see him. 

How many Christians make HASTE today, where 
the things of God are concerned? Surely, if anything 
merits Haste -so the evangelist is discretely telling 
us - then it is the things of God” (page 79 of his book 
Jesus of Nazareth - The Infancy Narratives).  When 
as  Christians, do we "make haste" for the things of 
God? When was the last time you had such haste as 
the shepherds to encounter God? Are we " making 
haste" when going to church on Sunday? Are we 
driven by the Joy of encountering Jesus at Mass? 
Are our resolutions for the New Year to do with 
things of the world or things of God?  
 
Will Pope Benedict XVI be remembered as the first 
Pope to resign in 600 years? Will he be remembered 
as Professor Joseph Ratzinger, one of the greatest 
theologians of the 20th century? Will he be  
remembered as Cardinal Ratzinger the longest and 
closest associate of Pope St John Paul II? Will he be 
declared a Saint and be remembered as Pope St  
Benedict? Will he be remembered as a Doctor of the 
Church? How will you remember him? 
 
Since last weekend, we have prayed for the repose of 
the soul of Pope Benedict XVI.  We will continue our 
prayers this weekend. Pope Benedict had a great  
devotion to Mary. We will pray for his soul as part of 
our First Saturday Devotion at OLHOC. You are all 
invited to join us for a special Mass of Remembrance 
at 9 am this First Saturday, January 7.  We will begin 
with a Holy Hour of Adoration at 8 am in our main 
church. Right after the 9 am Mass, Father Jan will 
speak about Pope Benedict and his legacy.  
 
We wish you all a most blessed ending of the  
Christmas Season with the celebration of the  
Solemnity of the  Epiphany of the Lord followed by 
the Feast of His Baptism. May we all join the three 
Kings in adoring Jesus and giving Him all He desires 
to receive from us! May the Joy and Peace of this 
Christmas Season remain in our hearts throughout 
the entire New Year 2023 and beyond! 
 

One in Christ, 
Fr. Alain 

 

REMEMBERING POPE BENEDICT XVI (1927-2022) 



Mass Readings for January 15, 2023 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 *First Reading 

Isaiah 49: 3, 5-6 

*Second Reading 

1 Corinthians 1:1-3 

*Gospel 

John 1:29-34 

www.usccb.org 

 

*We are asked to pray for:   
Josephina Knapp  
David Mesler 
Genevieve Van Gordon 
Brandon Mack 
 

Nadashda Mack 
David James Kitley 
Justin Farmer 
Laura Flaim 
Theodore Danicco Hall 
Angelo Sparacino 

Maria de La Rosa 
 
 
 Names will be removed after 3 
months.  
 
 

Saturday, January  7, 
9:00 AM: Walter Huarancca (+) 

5 :00 PM: Wayne Lloyd (+) 
Sunday, January 8, 
8:30 AM: Duane Blackford (+) 

10:00AM: William Kwendeu 

11:30 AM: David Viets  
1:00 PM: Jeannette Ndapu 
Fotang (+) 
7:00 PM: Phillip Michelitch (+) 

Monday, January 9, 
7:00 AM: Denise Rivera (+) 

9:00AM: Mirabelle  Etamane (+) 

Tuesday,  January 10, 
9:00AM: Lorrin Green (+) 
Wednesday, January 11, 
9:00 AM: Christine Dako Macharry 
7:00PM: Jeannie Jacobs 

Thursday, January 12, 
9:00AM: Francisco Hernandez (+) 

Friday, January 13, 
7:00 AM:  Venetta Scott 
9:00AM:  Jeannette Ndapu  
Fotang (+) 
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Tuesday Scripture Study - Join us on Tuesday mornings after the 9 am 
Mass to study the readings for the next Sunday.  

Friday Scripture Study– The Friday night scripture study is now online.  
Please call the office for information on how to join us.   

First Friday– The first Friday of each month the evening  Mass  in Latin is  
dedicated to promoting the Priesthood. Following evening Mass,  
devotion to the Alliance of the two Hearts. 

First Saturday—Join members of the Marian Group on the first  
Saturday of the month after the 9 am Mass. Learn more about  
consecrating your life to Jesus through Mary. 

Divine Mercy– Join us on the first Saturday of each month as we pray the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet as a community at 3 PM. 

OLHOC Prayer Chain 

If you have a prayer request, please call the parish office or send email   
office@olhoc.org. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Book of Condolences: 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

Messages of condolences can be sent to the Nunciature by email to na.usa@diplomat.va or by regular mail. 

  The address of the Apostolic Nunciature is: 

  3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 

  Washington, DC 20008 

Barbara Cooke 

1941-2023 

Prayers are requested for the soul of “Bobbi” Cooke, who passed away on Sunday, January 1.  
Bobbi sang at the 5 pm Mass, along  with her daughter , Cathy Gibson. 

A funeral Mass will be held on Tuesday, January 10 at OLHOC at 11:30 am. 

Please remember the family in your prayers also. 

mailto:office@olhoc.org
mailto:na.usa@diplomat.va
mailto:na.usa@diplomat.va


Santo Nino/Holy Child Celebration 

 

An Annual tradition, the Feast of the Holy Child, Santo Nino begins with three evening Masses—
January 11-13 at 7 pm. On Sunday, January 15, at 3 pm, we will have a special celebration of 
Santo Nino, The  Holy Child  with Adoration, Mass, followed  an outdoor procession, and the   
traditional dances “Sinulog” in the Father Martin Hall. See insert for more information. 

This year Bishop Roy E. Campbell will celebrate the Annual  
Wedding Anniversary Mass to Celebrate the Vocation of Marriage on  
Saturday, February 11, 2023, 10:00 a.m. at the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception. This celebration is to highlight the witness to the 
Catholic vocation of marriage and the beauty of God’s plan for married life. 
Couples must register with the parish office to attend the Mass and/or receive a 
certificate from Cardinal Wilton Gregory in honor of their anniversary year by 
January 19, 2023.  

Please call/email the office if you are interested. 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS  

Baby Bottles 

A big thank you to all who donated for the Catherine Foundation.  Our parish donated over $1, 000 to this organization that helps 
newborn babies and their moms. 

If you still have a bottle, please bring it to the office, we will return it to them, with or without money.  Thanks! 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord– Monday, January 9, 2023.  

We will celebrate Mass at 7 am, and 9 am.  Please join us. 



Outreach 
 

On Dec. 15, 2022 Mary’s Helping Hands served a wonderful turkey dinner at Shepherd’s  
Table.  This special Christmas meal was enjoyed by many in our community. 

Thank you, Karen Bray, and all the ladies who worked so hard to make it possible! 

Our thanks also to Safeway Foods for again lending us the use of shopping carts to aid in 
packing baskets.  Thank you also Giant Foods for their help in getting the canned goods we 
needed. 

Anyone interested in participating in Outreach to join us on Jan. 4, 2023 at 7 p.m. in Fr 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Guadalupe Radio Network -WMET 1160 AM 

Guadalupe  Radio Network’s WMET 1160 AM is the first Catholic radio station in 
the Nation’s Capital Region since 2010. They are here to serve the Church and 
 endeavor to lead souls back to Jesus Christ through His holy Catholic Church, 
through the use of the powerful medium of radio 

 

Book discussion  

Thursday January 26th at 7 pm. We hope you enjoy reading “a Father who 

keeps His Promise” by Scott Hahn.  We will have a discussion about your take– 

aways  on January 26 at 7 pm.  Please come with an open mind to learn what  

message others received from the book. 

French Mass at 1 pm, Sunday, January 8 

By popular demand, the French Mass has returned to OLHOC!  The Mass will be 
on the 2nd Sunday of every month, beginning this Sunday, January 8th at 1 pm.  
See you there! 

 

Italy Pilgrimage with Fathers Sam Plummer and Mark Cusick 

 

Would you like the opportunity for an amazing pilgrimage to Italy?  Fr. Plummer (Pastor, St. Mary of Pisca-
taway) and Fr. Cusick (Pastor, St. Michael, Baden) are going to Italy for a spiritual pilgrimage and would like 
to invite you!  Sites include Rome, Assisi, Padre Pio's Shrine, Lanciano, Orvieto, Florence, St. Michael Cave, 
and more.  The dates for "Shrines and Saints of Italy" are July 9-19, 2023 and the cost is $3,999 per per-
son.  Includes land & roundtrip air from Washington, IAD per person with double occupancy.  Also includes 
all breakfasts, dinners, lodging, and more.  First payment of $1,000 is due by February 9, 2023.  Please vis-
it  HTTPS://FQQH86ID.PAPERFORM.CO  for information and registration.  Space is limited, so make 
plans today! 

https://fqqh86id.paperform.co/

