| February 3-4, 2024: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time |
| Mourning a good friend: BISHOP MARIO DORSONVILLE (October 30, 1960-January |

We have all been shocked by the death of Bishop
Mario Dorsonville at the young age of 63! He was
truly a friend and guide to our OLHoC parish!

He will be missed by the souls he guided as Pastor of
the Diocese of Houma-Thibodeau in Louisiana for
the past 10 months. He will also be greatly missed by
thousands of people in the Washington area, where
he spent most of his last 30 years, including 10 years
as an Auxiliary Bishop. We can all agree that he was
always approachable, smiling, and radiating the
deep love he had for Jesus Christ. Whether he was
addressing our confirmation class, or leading our out-
door Eucharistic Procession at Corpus Christi, or
celebrating our parish's various anniversaries/
holidays, he was always filled with Joy.

On a personal note, long before I became pastor

of international organizations such as the World
Bank and was already a key leader in helping the
Hispanic community. This  meeting took place on
Sunday, May 1, 2015, and changed my life!

Father Dorsonville did not hesitate to support my
departure from the World Bank to help the Church
full time (my own Spiritual Director favored my
staying  another 10 years while helping the Church
as a Deacon on the weekends: for him, a
Deacon was part of the world and part of the
Church). But the surprise was the question he then
asked me: WHY DON'T YOU CONSIDER BEING
A PRIEST? Surprised, I simply responded: I'M TOO
OLD! He said that I looked young and still had a lot
of energy. I was already 59 years old (3 months left
before turning 60). But he insisted that [ must pray!!!

of OLHoC Father Mario Dorsonville had been part of I went to pray that same morning at the National

my spiritual journey. I first met him when he ran the
Catholic Charities Hispanic Center in DC. On several
occasions he also  celebrated Mass  at
my home parish, Our Lady of Mercy in Potomac,
while I served as a volunteer organist (Vigil Mass on
Saturday). More importantly, without his spiritual
advice I would not be a priest today. After my wife's
death in 2004, I continued my final years of training
for the Permanent Diaconate Program while
remaining Director at the World Bank. I was asked to
meet with him at a crucial moment in my
discernment.

I was pondering whether to leave my full-time job at
the World Bank, which I had loved doing for 35
years since | joined as a 25-year-old young
professional, but which I could have continued for
another 10 years. Such an important
decision would have allowed me to dedicate the rest
of my entire life to completing my final year of
training as a Permanent Deacon (to be ordained in
June 2006) and then serving the Washington Church
full-time as a Deacon and helping as a volunteer. to
the poorest members of the Hispanic community in
our Archdiocese.

Father Murray, Director of the Permanent Diaconate
Program, asked me to meet with Father
Mario Dorsonville, as he was familiar with the work

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. There was a
large crowd because it was the Thanksgiving Mass
for the newly  ordained Pope Benedict XVI. As
soon as the Mass began, I began to cry like a baby:
tears of JOY. This was a sign from Our Blessed
Mother Mary, then I immediately applied to be a
seminarian. | got an age waiver (I had to be under 50
years old). On my 60th birthday, September 2 of the
same year, 2005, I attended my first class at the Pope
John XXIII National Seminary. Four years later [ was
ordained a priest by Archbishop Wuerl and shed
some tears of joy: this also took place at the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception (June 20,
2009).

God chose to call back to Him Bishop Dorsonville at
the young age of 63. Only God alone knows when it
will be our own time. We must be ready! I invite you
to reflect on your own spiritual journey. God loves
you and is calling you to serve Him more
closely. Listen to Him! He has a beautiful Plan
for you! O God, Eternal Rest grant unto
Bishop Dorsonville and let Perpetual Light shine
upon Him!

One in Christ,

Father Alain
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Thank you for your generous support!
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Celebrate National Marriage Week!
All couples no matter how long they have been married, are invited to attend the

Wedding Anniversary Mass to Celebrate the Vocation of Marriage

Saturday, February 10th at 10 AM
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception

N

Couples wishing to
attend the Wedding
Anniversary Mass and/or
receive an Anniversary
certificate
must call the parish
office to register
no later than
January 27th!
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PRAYER FOR MARRIED COUPLES
Almighty and eternal God,

You blessed the union of married couples

so that they might reflect the union of Christ
with his Church:

look with kindness on them.

Renew their marriage covenant,

increase your love in them,

and strengthen their bond of peace

so that, with their children,

they may always rejoice in the gift of
your blessing.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

FORGIVOUR
Amen. MARRIAGE

foryourmarriage.org

Mark Your
Calendar

Don't sit on the sidelines...Get involved!

Greetings Fellow Parishioners:

The Knights of Columbus Council serving our parish will hold an informational ses-
sion on Knights of Columbus insurance the evening of February 13, 2024 at

7:30 pm. All are welcome to attend especially those who are interested in joining
the Knights of Columbus.
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*We are asked to pray for: Kathryn & David Newman

George Gallagher Andrea Lewis
D’Vaughn Webster Carolyn Briscoe
Lynette Washington Theodore Danneico Hall
David Mesler Margaret Ferguson

Ken Housewright Mirna Egbufoama
Tiffany Chase Ollie Johnson

Monica Halloran Mike Sofield, Sr

Titus Thomas Wendell Thomas

Matthew Batiste Maureen Berger

Phyllis Batiste

Michael Duncan

Jennifer Forsythe Names will remain for three
Barbara Jean-Noel months or until healed
Junior Thomas-Sally-Ann

Dorothy Neal

Mass Intentions this Week

p Saturday, February 3, Wednesday, February 7,
9:00 AM: Denise Rivera (+) 9:00 AM: Colleagues

g 5 :00 PM: Knights of Columbus 7:00 PM: Strawberry Family
Sunday, February 4, Thursday, February 8,
8:30 AM: Yi Soon-Deok (+) 9:00 AM: Earl Henry

1| 10:00AM: Gerard Alphonso Friday, February 9,
1] 11:30 AM: Christopher Johnson (+) 9:00: AM: Peter & Sylvia Rumore
1:00 PM: OLHOC Parishioners
7:00 PM: Andrea de Paz (+)
Monday, February 5,
9:00 AM: Peter Nikolai(+)
[ Tuesday, February 6,
= | 9:00AM: Emmanuel Senaya

“Sharing Sunday”

We are still collecting nonperishable food for the Food Bank, Women’s Shelter, and Chil-
dren’s Aid of Waldorf. A collection box is in Father Martin Hall. Thank you!

The Outreach Committee wishes everyone al OLHOC a blessed New Year!

NEW BIBLE STUDY starting JANUARY 14,2024 at Father Martin Hall , after
8:30 am Mass: .’MZT ANOIA

A Journey with Christ into conversion, filimed on location -explore areas of our
[tves often needing conversion, followed by 30 minutes discussion.

Contact Julia Ehman email Julehman@msn.com

Tuesday Scripture Study - Join us on Tuesday mornings after the 9 am
Mass to study the readings for the next Sunday.

Friday Scripture Study— The Friday night scripture study is now online.
Please call the office for information on how to join us.

First Friday— The first Friday of each month the evening Mass in Latin is
dedicated to promoting the Priesthood. Following evening Mass,
Prayer group in Spanish.

First Saturday—Join members of the Marian Group on the first
Saturday of the month after the 9 am Mass. Learn more about
consecrating your life to Jesus through Mary.

Divine Mercy- Join us on the first Saturday of each month as we pray the
Divine Mercy Chaplet as a community at 3 PM.

OLHOC Prayer Chain

office@olboc.ory.

If you have a prayer request, please call the parish office or send email

Mass Readings for February 11, 2024
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

*First Reading

Leviticus 13:12,44-46
*Second Reading

1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1
*Gospel

Mark 1:40-45
www.usccb.org
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Interested in joining & learning about the Catholic Church for the first time?
Want to complete a Sacrament (Baptism, Eucharist and/or Confirmation?
Want to learn and understand your Catholic Faith better?

CA RCIA

Catholicism B Rite of Christian

Formore infoYor to for Adults 3 : o Initiation of Adults Chﬂ.':s.t'lea:::ieit?afﬂon
sign-up please is designed for
contact adults who seek to
Deacon Rich learn more about
deacon@olhoc.org God, our Faith &

desire to enter the
Christian faith!

@

Classes Meet on
Wednesdays at 7 pm

Location - Fr. Martin Hall

Rito de Iniciacion Cristiana para Adultos (RICA)

Esta interesado en unirse o aprender sobre la Iglesia Catolica por primera vez? Desean completar sus
Sacramentos (Bautismo, Eucaristia y/o Confirmacion) Quiere aprender o entender mejor la Fe Catolica
El Programa del RICA (Rito de Iniciacion Cristiana) disefiado para 18 afios y Adultos.

Informacion con Milton Galvan/ Maria Lam 240-551-3295 Las Clases son los Domingos a las 4:30 pm
Salon 103 y los martes a las 7:30 pm

Parish School of Religion (CCD) 2023-2024

'7';# CCD Registration is Open for 2023-2024
N . Please visit the website www.olhoc.org/re =137 =]
% zf« (?’s, contact Sr Rosario sister@olhoc.org) |El 4

NEW CCD Sessions for 2023-2024
Sundays Session 1 (8:45 AM - 9:45 AM) (for students in 1st & 7th grade, RCIC 1A & RCIC 2A)
Session 2 (10 AM - 11 AM) (for students in PK/K, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th & 8th)
Mondays Session 3 (5:45 PM - 6:45 PM for students in RCIC 1B & RCIC 2B)
Session 4 (7 PM- 8 PM) for students in PK/K, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th)
Registration for First Holy Registration for Confirmation

Communion 2023-2024 is open 2023-2024 is open visit

visit www.olhoc.org/1communion c.org/confirmation-1
e

OLLC Early Learning Center Giving Tree

Giving Tree/Supplies:
Tissues
Paper Towels
Napkins
Kitchen Trash Bags for the classroom
Unscented Baby Wipes
Zip Lock Bags
(snack, sandwich, gallon, 2 gallon)
Glue Sticks @




February 3-4, 2024: Fifh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Thursdays, 8 pm -9 pm

Evening prayer
Silence
Litany of Prayer for Priests
Benedietion
M. .

L]
Jjueves, 3 pm-9pm
Join Fr Alain § Fr Jan pray for priests who are struggling & those who don't pray.
Invite other priests and lay people to join.

AMICABAN TRAVEL & TOURS
JOIN THE MISSIONARY CATECHISTS SISTERS OF ST. THERESE ON A

FRANCE PILGRIMAGE
DATES:JULY 10,2024 SPRTUALDIRECTOR

Fr. Ryan Pineda

EMAIL MCSTUSAYAHO0.COM OR CALL
SR. LEILANI MCST 240-722-9863 OR
SR. ROSARIO MCST 240-593-3046

LOURDES SHRINE -PARAY LE MONIAL
(SACRED HEART OF JESUS APPARITION &
ST. MARGARET MARY ALACOQUE) -
BASILICA OF ST. THERESE & HOMETOWN
OF HER PARENTS- ALECON - OUR LADY OF
LA SALETTE - ST. BERNADETTE IN NEVERS £
- ST. JOHN VIANNEY -MIRACULOUS MEDAL #

& ST. CATHERINE LABOURE

COST: $4,395

icldes Land b Rondrp A fom

Woshinglon IAD & por double occupaney
SINGLE ROOM PER APPROVAL-ADD $791
INITIAL DEPOSIT DUE
NOW - LIMITED SPACE
$1000.00
* PRICE FOR MIN 37- SEND YOUR
DEPOSIT TODAY TO SAVE YOUR $POT*

REMAINING BALANCE DUE FEB 1, 2024
$3.395

First Sunday of the month,
the 1 pm Mass will be in English-French (Bilingual). All are invited to

attend!

Everyone interested in joining the 1 Pm choir, are encouraged to attend the
practice every Friday at 8 pm in the Father Martin Hall.

Bishop Mario E. Dorsonville
October 30, 1960 - January 19, 2024

grant unto
Bishop Dorsonville,
O Lord.

And let perpetual
light shine
upon him.

And may the souls
of all the faithful
departed, through
the mercy of God
rest in peace.
Amen.
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De luto por un buen amigo: OBISPO MARIO DORSONVILLE (30 de Octubre,1960- 19 de Enero,2024)

j Todos hemos quedado conmocionados por la muerte del
obispo Mario Dorsonville a la temprana edad de 63 afios!
jEra verdaderamente un amigo y guia de nuestra Par-
roquia Maria Auxiliadora!

Las almas que gui6é como Pastor de la Didcesis de Hou-
ma-Thibodeau en Luisiana durante los ultimos 10 meses
lo extranaran. También lo extrafiaran miles de personas en
el area de Washington, donde pas6 la mayor parte de sus
ultimos 30 afios, incluidos 10 afios como Obispo Auxiliar.
Todos estamos de acuerdo en que siempre estuvo accesi-
ble, sonriendo e irradiando el profundo amor que tenia por
Jesucristo. Ya sea que se dirigiera a nuestra clase de Con-
firmacion, o dirigiendo nuestra Procesion Eucaristica al
aire libre en Corpus Christi, o celebrara los diversos ani-
versarios/dias festivos de nuestra parroquia, estaba lleno
de Alegria.

A titulo personal, mucho antes de convertirme en pastor
de OLHOC el Padre Mario Dorsonville habia sido parte
de mi caminar espiritual. Lo conoci por primera vez cuan-
do dirigia el Centro Hispano de Caridades Catdlicas en
DC. En varias ocasiones también celebré Misa en mi par-
roquia, Nuestra Sefiora de la Merced en Potomac, mien-
tras que yo servi como organista voluntario durante afios
(Misa de Vigilia del sabado).Mas importante atin, sin su
consejo espiritual hoy no seria sacerdote. Después de la
muerte de mi esposa en 2004, continué mis ultimos afios
de formacion para el Programa de Diaconado Permanente
mientras seguia siendo Director del Banco Mundial. Me
pidieron que me reuniera con ¢l en un momento crucial de
mi discernimiento.

Estaba decidiendo si dejaba mi trabajo de tiempo comple-
to en el Banco Mundial, que me habia encantado hacer
durante 35 afios desde que me incorporé como joven
profesional de 25 afios, pero que podria haber continuado
durante otros 10 afios. Una decision tan importante me
habria permitido consagrar el resto de mi vida entera para
completar mi tltimo afio de formacién como Diacono Per-
manente (para ser ordenado en junio de 2006) y luego
servir a la Iglesia de Washington a tiempo completo como
Diacono y ayudar como voluntario a los miembros mas
pobres de la comunidad hispana en nuestra Arquidiocesis.

El Padre Murray, Director del Programa de Diaconado
Permanente, me pidi6 que me reuniera con el Padre Mario
Dorsonville, ya que ¢l estaba familiarizado con el trabajo
de organizaciones internacionales como el Banco Mundial
y ya era un lider clave para ayudar a la comunidad his-
pana. Esta reunion tuvo lugar el domingo 1 de mayo de

2015 y j cambi6 mi vida!

El Padre Dorsonville no dudé en apoyar mi salida del
Banco Mundial para ayudar a la Iglesia a tiempo completo
(mi propio Director Espiritual favorecié que me quedara
otros 10 afios mientras ayudaba a la Iglesia como Diacono
los fines de semana: para €1, un Didcono era ser parte del
mundo y parte de la Iglesia). jAcepté plenamente su
recomendacion porque era mi propio pensamiento!

Pero la sorpresa fue la pregunta que entonces me formu-
laron: ;POR QUE NO CONSIDERAS SER SACER-
DOTE? Sorprendido, simplemente respondi: ;SOY
DEMASIADO VIEJO! El respondié que parecia joven y
todavia tenia mucha energia. Ya tenia 59 afios (faltan 3
meses para cumplir 60 afios). jjjPero él insistid en que
debia orar !!!

Fui a orar esa misma mafiana al Santuario Nacional de la
Inmaculada Concepcion. Habia una gran multitud porque
se trataba de la Misa de Accion de Gracias por el recién
ordenado Papa Benedicto XVI. Apenas comenzo la Misa
comencé a llorar como un bebé: lagrimas de ALEGRIA.
Esta fue una sefial de Nuestra Santisima Madre Maria,
luego solicité¢ inmediatamente ser seminarista. Obtuve una
dispensa de edad (debia tener menos de 50 afios). En mi
cumpleafios nlimero 60, el 2 de septiembre del mismo afio
2005, asisti a mi primera clase en el Seminario Nacional
Papa Juan XXIII. Cuatro afios después fui ordenado sacer-
dote por el arzobispo Wuerl y derramé algunas lagrimas
de alegria: esto también tuvo lugar en el Santuario

Nacional de la Inmaculada Concepcion (20
de junio de 2009).

Dios escogio llevarse a Obispo Dorsonville a
la temprana edad de 63. Nadie sabe cuando Dios sabe cu-
ando es nuestro tiempo. Necesitamos estar listos! Los
invito a reflexionar acerca de su propio camino espiritual.
Dios lo ama y esta llamandole a servirlo mas de cerca.
Escuchenlop! El tiene un hermoso Plan para usted! Oh
Dios, concedele el Descanso Eterno al Obispo Dorsonville
y que brille para El la Luz Perpetua sobre El.

Uno en Cristo,

Padre Alain




