








Sacred Relics Of The Saints: Treasures Of The Church 
Fr. Carlos Martins, CC, will present at St. Mary's Parish, 725 6th St. NW, Fosston, MN,  a 
teaching and exposition of Sacred Relics on Friday June 1 at 6:30 pm.  Father Carlos 
Martins of the Companions of the Cross with his special ministry will teach about these 
holy objects.  He will bring with him over 150 relics, some as old as 2000 years.  Among 
the treasures will be relics of St. Maria Goretti, St. Therese of Lisieux (the “Little 
Flower"), St. Francis of Assisi, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Thomas Aquinas, and St. 
Faustina Kowalska.  In addition, there will also be present a portion of the veil of Our 
Lady, as well as one of the largest remaining pieces of the True Cross in the world.  
Those in attendance will be able to examine and venerate each relic.  In the Church’s 
history many miracles and healings have been worked in the presence of relics, and many 
have been healed through this ministry. You are encouraged to bring your articles of 
devotion (such as rosaries, holy cards, etc.) and pictures of ill friends/family members 
which you will be able to touch to the reliquaries as a means of intercession. 
 

The veneration of relics is a communion with the heroes of our Christian faith, asking for their 
powerful intercession.   Many people have reported outstanding blessings and conversions 
through this ministry, and many have reported healings. (www.TreasuresOfTheChurch.com) 

Fr. Carlos Martins, CC will begin the exposition with a presentation and teaching on 
relics, which provides the catechetical and spiritual basis for the Walk with the Saints that 
follows the presentation. The point of the teaching is to present the basic Gospel message 
of Jesus Christ: that God is here right now and wants to be encountered; He touches us 
through the lives and the sacred remains of His Saints.  
 

The atmosphere during the exposition needs to be one of reverence.  
No refreshments will be served and no items sold even if they are religious articles.  
This is free to the public. No collection taken up but there will be free-will baskets 
available for donations to Fr. Carlos Martin’s ministry.  
 

About Relics 
 
Relics are physical objects that have a direct association with the saints or with Our Lord. They 
are usually broken down into three classes. First class relics are the body or fragments of the body 
of a saint, such as pieces of bone or flesh. Second class relics are something that a saint 
personally owned, such as a shirt or book (or fragments of those items). Third class relics are 
those items that a saint touched or that have been touched to a first, second, or another third class 
relic of a saint. 
Scripture teaches that God acts through relics, especially in terms of healing. The vehicle for the 
healing was the touching of that object. It is very important to note, however, that the cause of the 
healing is God; the relics are a means through which He acts.  In other words, relics are not 
magic.  They do not contain a power that is their own; a power separate from God.  Any good that 
comes about through a relic is God’s doing.  But the fact that God chooses to use the relics of 
saints to work healing and miracles tells us that He wants to draw our attention to the saints as 
“models and intercessors” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 828).  
 

On Easter Monday the Holy See issued a plenary indulgence for all attendees of  a Treasures of 
the Church exposition.  The decree, signed by Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, while already in force, 
has not yet been published.  


