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Pt. 18: Tiles and Mosaics  

 
By the time you read this article, you may 

have already been to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
and seen the spectacular change that 
happened this week.  But…if you haven’t 
seen it yet, I won’t spoil it; you’re in for a 
breathtaking, colorful treat on Palm Sunday!  
For now, I must go back to write about 
foundations – the floor. 

Last Sunday we had our first opportunity 
to use the newly paved center aisle.  The 
beautiful Botticino marble of the aisle sets it 
off from the 
sensible-but-
plain tiles of 
the rest of 
the nave of 
the church.  
The high-
quality white 
marble with 
its red border 
is a nobler 
material than 
in the rest of 
the church.  
The clear message is that this center aisle is 
hardly just a way to get from point A to point 
B; it is something more!  Consider for a 
moment the path and purpose of this aisle. 

First, what is its path?  It begins at the 
baptismal font in the narthex, just as does 
our journey of life in Christ.  Then it sweeps 
up through the very center of our parish 
assembly at Mass, right through the midst of 
the life of the church, collecting on its way 
our own prayers and offerings.  The Botticino 
marble then spills around and into the 
sanctuary, escorting us to this meeting place 
of heaven and earth. 

And what is its function?  At each Mass, 
the Priest, acting in the person of Christ the 
Head (in persona Christi capitis), processes 
up the center aisle with the servers and 
readers, preparing to offer the Sacrifice of 
Christ (and our own sacrifices) on the altar.  
The lectors, also in that procession up the 
center aisle, carry the Book of the Gospels 
overhead and place it on the altar. 

But there are also other processions up 
and down that center aisle:  
• At the Presentation of Gifts, the bread 

and the wine are brought forward along 
this aisle, and along with them come our 
intentions and offerings of our very lives. 

• In the communion procession, we 
approach the Sacrament along this aisle.  

• A bride and groom process up this aisle 
on their way to confer the Sacrament of 
Matrimony on one another. 

• At the Easter Vigil, the new fire of the 
Christ candle leads us all into the church 
by this aisle. 

• Also at the Vigil, those about to be 
baptized process out this aisle on their 
way to the Font, and then later they enter 
the church as baptized, adopted children 
of God along the same aisle. 



• At the end of Mass, the Cross leads us 
all out by the center aisle to “Go and 
announce the Gospel of the Lord.” 

In short, that center aisle is an aisle of action 
and motion and pilgrimage, a microcosm of 
our journey in the spiritual life. 

But wait a minute!  Some of my tens of 
readers may remember an article a couple 
months back that described five beautiful 
mosaic tile panels that were slated to 
punctuate that path along the center aisle.  
Whatever happened to those?  Well, those 
had not been part of the original plan; they 
were rather a later addition, contingent upon 
diocesan approval.  In the end, the diocese 
did not approve those mosaics and 
instructed us to stick with the original plan of 
the plain marble.  The reason?  The Bishop 
advised that we should not be treading upon 
symbols of our faith.  We were disappointed, 
of course, but we respectfully obey our 
Bishop, who is the supreme liturgist in the 
diocese.  Even without the mosaics, the 
center aisle remains a gleaming jewel in the 
finished product of the renovation.   

 

Other Mosaic Matters 

There is one other mosaic matter to 
address this week.  In this case, the topic is 
not about mosaics that will not happen, but 
rather mosaics that will happen…but not yet.  
Confused?   

 

 
 
In the new sanctuary, you have 

undoubtedly noticed the three Roman 
arches.  The one on the left acts as the 
backdrop for the tabernacle, a taller one in 
the center backs the altar, and the arch on 
the right frames our statue of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary.  These arches will eventually be 
transformed by stunning golden glass 
mosaics.  Each mosaic will be unique, in 
accord with its role in the sanctuary. 

The tabernacle mosaic will be the most 
impactful, with the subtle color variations of 
the individual glass pieces forming a 

starburst effect 
behind the 
tabernacle.  The 
combination of 
lighting, mosaic, 
and our beautiful 
tabernacle will call 
fitting attention to 
the place of 
reposition of Our 
Lord in the Blessed 

Sacrament. 
The central panel behind the altar, in 

contrast, features a vertical sheen to center 
the whole 
sanctuary 
picture.  Another 
highlight of this 
panel will be 
striking blue 
mosaics bearing 
the traditional 
symbols of the 
four Evangelists: 
Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John.  There will be a separate 
article on these pages on these mosaics and 
their meanings. 

The right-hand mosaic will be more plainly 
gold, as a noble-but-simple backdrop for our 
white Mary statue. 

As stunning as these mosaics will be, we’ll 
have to wait until summer to see them, 
because of a delay due to a kiln explosion at 
the workshop that produces them.  We hope 
to have a temporary cover over the arches 
before Easter.  As with any major project, 
there are a few punch list items after the 
target date, and this is our big one. 

 - Rex Rund, Directory of Music and Liturgy 
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