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Pt. 19 - Easter Edition Overview 

 
A blessed Easter to all, whether visitor, 

newcomer, or daily Mass participant at Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel!  This great Solemnity of the 
Resurrection of our Lord ranks #1 among all the 
feasts of the Church year, even topping 
Christmas on the Church calendar.  Why? 
Because Christ’s Resurrection puts the 
exclamation point on God’s victory over Satan 
and death.  Indeed, it is at the great Easter Vigil 
each year that parishes all over the world baptize 
and welcome those who have been preparing to 
receive Christ and enter the Church, and this is 
our greatest joy of all!  New Catholics, we 
welcome and embrace you, and we pray that this 
is just the beginning of a lifelong conversion of 
becoming ever closer to Jesus Christ and His 
Church. 

Closer to 
Jesus Christ 
and His 
Church. Those 
words also 
describe the 
ultimate goal of 
the changes 
we have seen 
in our church 
nave and 
sanctuary in 
the past few 
months.  Much 
time, talent, 
and treasure 
have been 
poured into the 
planning and transformation of our church into a 
place that proclaims the Truth and Beauty of God 
from the moment one walks in the door.  THANK 
YOU to all who have contributed in any way to 
this project, especially for your prayers!  Easter is 
a good time to take stock of what has happened 
thus far and where we have yet to go. 

STAINED GLASS & STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
For our regular parishioners, this is perhaps 

the most long-awaited, obvious change.  
And…WOW!  The color, power, and artistry of 
these windows and Stations are breathtaking!  
The windows take on variations of brilliance and 
nuance depending on the sky cover and the 
angle of the sun.  And both windows and Stations 
are packed with food for meditation and reflection 
on the life of Christ and how Mary leads us to 
embrace her Son.  Next time you’re in church 
preparing for Mass, just take a good, long look, 
and let them draw you into prayer and reflection!   

The ten original windows, custom designed 
and crafted by the Conrad Schmitt Studios in 
New Berlin, Wisconsin, depict Biblical scenes in 
the life of our patroness, the Blessed Virgin Mary.   

The 
Stations of 
the Cross 
are by 
Leonard 
Porter of 
New York, 
with frames 
by 
Weberding 
Carving 
Shop of 
Batesville, 
Indiana.  
They are a 
unique mix of 
classicism and modernism that have won 
multiple Catholic art design awards and are rich 
in material for meditation. 
 
SANCTUARY SHAPE, SIZE, AND FINISH 

Our parish has been blessed in the past twelve 
years with a staggering number of vocations.  
Seventeen young people have entered the 
Priesthood and/or religious life in that time, with 
nine more currently in formation.  This heroism 
on the part of our young people is nothing short 
of miraculous! 



With that kind of abundance, however, comes 
a need for the space to put all those seminarians 
and priests when they come home for major 
feasts and when we celebrate our almost annual 
Masses of Thanksgiving for our newly-ordained 
priests.  This is an awesome problem to have!   

For this and many other reasons, the 
renovation includes major changes to the shape, 
size, and function of our sanctuary area.  We 
have added over 25% more space to the 
sanctuary by re-routing the air ducts behind the 
sanctuary, removing the false wall that was there, 
and moving to a less conspicuous location the 
unsightly exit doors that flanked the sanctuary. 

Additionally, the new look has made the 
sanctuary much more of the focal point when one 
enters the church.  The lighter color and nobler 
finish of the backdrop and ceiling draw the eye 
forward and upward. 

 

  
 
As for sanctuary furnishings, the white marble 

of the altar of sacrifice, altar of reservation of the 
Blessed Sacrament, and ambo have been 
upgraded with a coordinated language of design 
and detail.  This unified motif shows the intimate 
connection of Word and Sacrament in the 
Church’s liturgy.  The other sanctuary furniture 
will also be both more beautiful and more 
practical. 

The one major delay of the project thus far, 
through circumstances beyond our control, has 
been the exquisite gold mosaics that will cover 
the three arched panels at the head of the 
sanctuary.  What you see now is a temporary 
solution until the mosaics arrive this summer.  
And at the time of writing this article, the new 
lighting scheme is not yet set and functional, but 
when all is said and done, the new position of the 
Tabernacle will be a worthy place indeed, artfully 
lit to accent the Presence of Christ reposed.  The 

Church documents on the liturgy stress that the 
Tabernacle is to be a worthy place of prayer 
outside of Mass, but that the focus during Mass 
is to shift to the ambo and the altar, where Christ 
is made present anew at each and every Mass.  
The new arrangement and lighting promote the 
Mind of the Church in this matter. 

 
COLOR , LIGHT, AND SOUND 

The center aisle and sanctuary are bright and 
mostly white, signifying our pilgrimage to 
Heaven. The stained glass and Stations are 
colorful and packed with symbolism and 
significance.  The heavy dark brown structural 
beams all around the church “disappear” in a 
lighter wainscot.  The perimeter wall, which used 
to envelop us in what one architect called 
“relentless brown,” is now a stained a lighter 
color.  And all this is accented by new LED 
lighting that not only allows us the flexibility to 
achieve some artistic effect with lighting, but is 
also far quieter and more economical than the 
old lighting.  The overall effect is certainly one of 
more light and more space!  The sound system is 
also getting both a facelift and an upgrade. 

 
WHAT’S LEFT TO DO? 

As anyone who’s ever done a renovation 
project knows, there are always unavoidable 
loose ends to tie up for a while. Some things will 
still take some time: fine-tuning both appearance 
and function of lights and sound system; 
providing a hearing-assist upgrade for those with 
hearing difficulties; re-training movement and 
placement of ministers, Communion flow, and 
other tiny details that we will keep after till done. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION… 

There’s a lot more to be said about this project, 
and you can link to a series of “Reflecting 
Heaven” articles with a wealth of detail about all 
the various aspects on the parish website.   

A parting word: from the very birth of the idea 
of this project years ago until now, the driving 
goal has been to facilitate the work of the Holy 
Spirit in drawing all who enter Our Lady of Mt 
Carmel into a deeper relationship with Jesus 
Christ and his Church.  May it be so with us as 
we share in the joy of the Risen Lord this Easter! 

 
- Rex Rund, Director of Music and Liturgy 


