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Part 7: Truth and Beauty,  

and the Holy Family 
 

This week we take a short break from our 
tour through the stained glass windows to 
recap some of the main points of our 
Pastor’s homily this past Sunday.  As Fr. 
Richard said, we are entering into a period of 
five Sundays in which our four Priests and 
Deacon Lunsford will preach on various 
aspects of the Sacred Liturgy.  Specifically, 
we’ll explore how our renovation aims to 
renew our experience of the Mass, and how 
we seek to encounter Jesus Christ and his 
Church through the Liturgy and liturgical art. 

Fr. Richard began by relating the 
profound effect of his experience in visiting 
the Basilica of The Holy Family, La Sagrada 
Familia, in Barcelona, Spain.  La Sagrada 
Familia was begun in 1880 and is slated to 
be finished around the year 2027 – a far cry 
from our 3-month renovation!  The original 
architect, Antoni Gaudi, was a devout 
Catholic who spent 40 years striving to 
design and build a church that would be a 
physical embodiment, inside and out, of the 
symbolism of the Church and the Kingdom of 
God.  

Fr. Richard told us Sunday: “When Pope 
Benedict finally consecrated the Sagrada 
Familia in 2010, he said something quite 
powerful in his homily about Antonio Gaudi, 
whose cause for canonization has begun.  
He said, ‘Gaudí, by opening his spirit to God, 
was capable of creating in this city a space of 
beauty, faith and hope which leads man to 
an encounter with him who is truth and 
beauty itself.’  That’s a key phrase that 
describes what we are trying to do – creating  

 

 
a space of beauty, faith and hope, which 
leads man to an encounter with him who is 
truth and beauty itself.” 

The point is not that Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel is slated to become as magnificent 
as the great Spanish basilica.  The point is, 
rather, that when one walks into a place of 
great beauty and rich meaning like La 
Sagrada Familia, you cannot help but be 
drawn into a closer relationship to Jesus 
Christ and His Church. 

St. Thomas Aquinas and other great 
leaders of the church have taught over and 
over again that true Beauty is not merely 
adornment or “prettiness,” but rather one of 
essential attributes of God, along with Truth 
and Goodness.  “Beauty,” says St. Pope 
John Paul the Great, “is the visible form of 
the good.”  Thus, Truth, Beauty, and 
Goodness are all wound up together with the 
Trinity, and any one fosters the others. 

 
“Beauty is the visible form of the good.”  
– St. Pope John Paul II, Letter to Artists §3 

 
That is ultimately, on a less grand scale, 

the aim of our present renovation: to provide 
an atmosphere in which one is inspired to 
prayer, to the divine, to transcendence.  And 
that, in turn, leads to a closer following of 
Jesus Christ, and all that entails: service to 
the poor and the community, loving self-
giving, and living out the Christian life in 
countless ways. 
 

To learn more about La Sagrada Familia and Antoni 
Gaudi, visit http://www.sagradafamilia.org/en/ 

 
 



 
 

 
La Sagrada Familia, interior; looking up 

 


