
Reflecting Heaven 
Notes on the OLMC Sanctuary Renovation 

 
Part 8: Stained Glass (continued) 

 
“Art is meant to bring the divine to the human 

world, to the level of the senses, then, from the 
spiritual insight gained through the senses and 
the stirring of the emotions, to raise the human 
world to God, to his inexpressible kingdom of 
mystery, beauty, and life.’"   

 – Built of Living Stones §142 
 
This week we look at the final three 

stained glass windows in the series of ten 
that will fill the clear glass now flanking the 
sanctuary.  You will recall that the windows 
all depict scenes in the life of the Blessed 
Virgin, with the aim of drawing us to a closer 
relationship with her Son, Jesus.  These final 
three windows depict the 2nd, 3rd, and 5th 
Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary. 

 
8. THE ASCENSION (Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:6-12) 

 
The eighth 
window 
focuses on 
the 
Ascension of 
Our Lord into 
heaven. St. 
Luke is the 
only Gospel 
writer who 
records the 
Ascension 
(in both Luke 
and Acts), 
and his 
accounts do 

not specifically list Mary as one of the 
witnesses on the Mount of Olivet. However, 
from the very early years of the Church, 

writers and artists have placed Mary at the 
scene with the Apostles.  It certainly seems 
fitting that she who was with Christ from his 
conception to his death would also be there 
at the end of his earthly sojourn. 

In my own meditation as I gaze on this 
window, it strikes me that enough space is 
left open in the foreground for another 
disciple; could that be me…or you?  Our 
parish mission statement comes from St. 
Matthew’s Gospel account of Jesus’s parting 
words to his disciples (Matt 28:19).  As we 
pray before this window, could Jesus be 
saying these words to you and me? “Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
9. THE PENTECOST  (Acts 2:1-4) 

 
The original 

novena of the 
Church was 
the nine days 
spent in prayer 
by Mary and 
the disciples 
after Jesus 
ascended to 
the Father 
(Acts 1:13-14).  
He had 
promised them 
at his 
Ascension: 
“You will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
upon you” (Acts 1:8).  St. Pope John Paul the 
Great offered an interesting reflection on this 
scene.  Mary, he said, had already been the 
spouse and temple of the Holy Spirit ever 



since the Annunciation, when the Spirit had 
overshadowed her at the conception of her 
Son.  She had already, in effect, experienced 
Pentecost. Yet, at the very birth of the 
Church at Pentecost, Mary was there with 
the disciples as their spiritual Mother, praying 
with them and interceding for them.  So she 
remains today, at every Baptism and every 
Confirmation. When we are sealed with the 
Holy Spirit, Mary is there to intercede for us 
and celebrate with us.  When we are blessed 
to sense the rushing wind and tongues of fire 
of the Holy Spirit, Mary is there with us, 
always leading us to God. 

 
10. THE CORONATION OF MARY  

(cf. Revelation 12:1-5) 
 
The final 

window 
depicts Mary’s 
crowning as 
the Queen of 
Heaven and 
Earth.  This 
feast in the 
Church is 
celebrated on 
August 22 – 
the octave of 
the Solemnity 
of the 
Assumption. 

With this 
final window, the story comes full circle.  The 
title of Mary as Queen can be traced back to 
the very first of our ten windows, the 
Annunciation.  The angel Gabriel tells Mary 
that her Son “will be great and will be called 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give him the throne of David his father, and 
he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end” 
(Luke 1:32-33).  In short, He will be King, and 
she, by extension, will be the Queen Mother.  
(For a complete and beautiful study of the 
profound significance of the Queen Mother in 

the Judeo-Christian tradition, a great read is 
Dr. Scott Hahn’s book, Hail Holy Queen: The 
Mother of God in the Word of God.) 

In this window, the figure on the left is 
Christ, as the Father looks on from the burst 
of light at the center.  Note the relationship 
between Jesus and Mary: Jesus sits upon 
the throne, and Mary kneels reverently 
before Him.  It is He, the King by his very 
nature and by conquest over sin, who places 
the crown on His Mother.  In his radio 
message to Fatima in 1939, Pope Pius XII 
taught: “through Him, with Him, and 
subordinate to Him, Mary is Queen by grace, 
by divine relationship…and by singular 
choice [of the Father].”   

As we contemplate this final window, we 
reflect: if Mary is Queen, and we are her 
spiritual children, then we, too, are royalty!  
Indeed, the words of the Rite of Baptism tell 
us that each of the baptized becomes with 
Christ “priest, prophet, and king.” We share 
those roles with our Lord; what a thought, 
and what a noble calling!  

 
 

 
The ultimate aim of every stained glass 

project in every Catholic church is to help 
draw us to a closer relationship with Jesus 
Christ and His Church.  That, of course, is 
the aim of our Blessed Mother, as well.  
Recall that every image of Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel is characterized by two things: (1) the 
Brown Scapular and (2) Jesus in her arms.  
As we contemplate these windows and what 
they portray, may our prayer be that these 
windows, the story of Mary and Jesus in 
glass, light, and color, may become also our 
own story.  May we remain open and 
obedient to God’s will as in the Annunciation 
window, and may we follow through thick and 
thin to share in the Kingship of Christ!  Amen. 
 
Note: To find all the articles in this series, visit 
the parish website at www.olmc1.org . 


