
Welcome to Geography  

Directions:  Rather than just telling you about myself, let’s see what you can guess about your new 
World Geography teacher.  Next, share     
 

1. What is your geography teacher’s name? ________________________ 

 

2. Where do you think that your geography teacher was born? _____________________ 

 

3. What college do you think your teacher graduated from? ______________________ 

 

4. As a student, your geography teacher could best be described as a… 

 a) nerd  b) class clown  c) rebel  d) jock  e) preppy f) other 

 

5. As a student, your teacher’s favorite class was probably _________________ and least favorite 

class was ___________________. 

 

6. How many kids do you think your teacher has? ___  How many brothers and sisters? ___ 

 

7. What do you think your teacher likes to do for fun? ___________________________ 

 
 

 

 
 

About you 

 

What do you think geography is? ___________________ 

__________________________________________ 

What is one country or region you are interested in learning about?  

__________________________________________ 

What place have you visited that was the furthest away from 

home? 

_____________________________________________ 

  



Out of This World     
 
Instructions:  Unscramble the letters in the parentheses to reveal the answers. 
 
 
 

What do we call all of outer-space?  _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   

          (het  seruvine) 

 What is the name of our galaxy?  _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _   

                             (eht  iylkm  yaw) 

Name the planets in our solar system in order from closest to farthest from sun: 

 

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ , _ _ _ _  = inner planets 
 

   (yumcrer)      (suven)     (hater)   (rams) 

 

 

 

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ _ _  = outer planets 
 

   (priujet)         (rustan)      (runusa)     (teenpun) 

 

 
What is the name of this planet? __________________ 

WE WILL SPEND THE REST OF THIS YEAR GETTING TO KNOW IT BETTER! 

 

1. Why couldn’t the astronaut book a room on the moon? Because it was full. 
2. How do astronauts serve dinner? On flying saucers. 
3. When do astronauts eat their lunch? At launch time. 
4. What do you think of that new restaurant on the moon? The food’s great but it has no 

atmosphere. 

 



Geography by the Numbers  

Instructions:  Answer the following by writing numbers in the spaces.  Not sure?  Guestimate!    
 
 

1. ______º = The hottest temperature ever recorded on Earth.   
It was in the Sahara Desert in the country of Libya.  
 
 

2. ______º = The coldest temperature ever recorded on Earth. 
It was in Antarctica.   

 
 
3. There are approximately ________ different countries are there in the world. 
 
 
4. Texas is the ____ most populated/largest state in the USA. 
 
 
5. The USA is the ____ most populated/largest country in the world. 
 
 
6. There are about ___billion people in the world today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AMAZING, BUT TRUE!!!   

If you could shrink the world down to 100 people—keeping the same 

ratios—there would be… 

51 females, 49 males 

57 Asians, 21 Europeans, 14 from the Americas, and 8 Africans 

50% of the wealth in the hands of 6 people—all in the US 

70 illiterate people 

50 suffering from malnutrition 

1 person with a college education 



 CONTINENTS & BODIES OF WATER 

List the continents 

  1) ______________________ 4) _______________________    

        

  2) ______________________ 5) _______________________   

 

  3) ______________________ 6) _______________________   

 

7) _______________________   
 

List the  oceans           

 

 8) ______________________ 10) _______________________   

 
 9) ______________________ 11) _______________________   
 

DID YOU KNOW?  In 2000, the International Hydrographic Organization named a new, fifth ocean 

called the _____________________________ Ocean. 

 

               List  seas 

 

12) _____________________ 13) _______________________   

 

14) _______________________ 
 
What do you and the Earth have in common?  You’re both made up of about 70% water!   



CONTINENT & COUNTRY PRACTICE 

 

Directions:  As you read the story, underline the hidden names of continents and countries.  Can you 

find all 15? 

 

EUROPE AT 7AM AND FEELING HUNGARY, SO YOU EAT SOME LEFTOVER 

CHILE AND SOME TURKEY FRIED IN GREECE.  PERU, IT STINKS, BUT YOU 

EAT IT ANYWAY, WASHING IT DOWN WITH COFFEE MIXED WITH MILK AND 

ONE CUBA SUGAR. 

 

YOU ARE THINKING ABOUT HOW COOL IT WOULD BE TO HAVE A KOREA 

AS A TEACHER, WHEN YOU GET A CALL FROM YOUR FRIEND CHAD.  HIS 

CAR BROKE DOWN INDIA MIDDLE OF NOWHERE. 

 

HE SAYS, “I DON’T MEAN TO RUSSIA, BUT KENYA HELP ME?”   

 

AT FIRST, YOU THINK, “THERE’S NORWAY.”  THEN, AFTER YOU 

MOLDOVA THE PROBLEM, YOU DECIDE THAT YOU CAN’T BE MAD.  A GAS 

CAR CAN BREAK DOWN ANYTIME AND IT’S NOT HIS FAULT.     

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COUNTRIES & THEIR CONTINENTS  

Where is Djibouti?  If you don’t know, you can use an atlas, world map or textbook to find out.  First, write 
the names of the continents in the space indicated.  Next, write the number of each country inside the box 
next to the continent where it is found.  Djibouti (#1) is already done for you. 
 

                                                        
1. Djibouti 

2. Afghanistan 

3. Egypt 

4. Spain 

5. Brazil     

6. Canada      #1 

7. Mexico 

8. South Korea 

9. Peru 

10. USA     

11. Pakistan 

12. China 

13. Iran 

14. Norway 

15. Venezuela    

16. Ethiopia 

17. India 

18. Kenya 

19. France     

20. Germany 

 

 

 

 

Continent:______________________ 

Continent:______________________ 

Continent:______________________ 

Continent:______________________ 

Continent:______________________ 

 

Which two continents are missing? _____________________________&__________________________ 
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 Continents & Native Animals.   

Under each animal, write the continent in which it is native. 
 
 

      Bengal tiger  giraffe   kangaroo   anaconda 

 
 
1. _______________ 2. _______________ 3. ________________   4. ________________ 
 
           bison      orangutan      striped skunk        llama   

                      
 
5. _______________ 6. _______________ 7. ________________ 8. ________________ 
 
        cheetah          koala bear             panda                  ostrich 

                  
 
9. _______________ 10. ______________ 11. _______________ 12. _______________ 

 
 

 

 

Speedy Species Race:  If there was a 100 yard race 

between those at the right, what place would each 

be expected to come in?  On the line to the left of 

each, write the order each would cross the finish line.   

___average 10 year old kid 

___cheetah  

___grizzly bear 

___ostrich 

___roach 
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Labeling Landforms 

 

Label the landforms and water-forms using the following:   

-bay   -gulf   -island  -isthmus   

-lake   -ocean  -peninsula  -river   

 
1) 

 

2) 

 

3) 

 
4) 

 

5) 

 

6) 

 

7) 

 

8) 

 

How do you keep a really 

bored student entertained?    

 

Look in the 

upper right-

hand corner 

Look in the 

lower right-

hand corner 



        Map Skills    

 

1) Label the compass: 

 

2) What is the first word that pops in your mind when you think of 

north?  ______________________ 

 

3) What are some jobs that probably require map reading skills? 

___________________________________________ 

 

4) Where have you used a map? _______________________ 

 

5) What is the digital map technology called that uses satellites to 

determine where you are located? ____________ 

 

 

COMPLETE THESE REALLY BAD GEOGRAPHY JOKES, IF YOU DARE!!! 

How are maps like fish?  They both have…_ _ _ _ _ _ 

What does your teacher and a map key have in common?  They are both…_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

What did the map maker send his girlfriend on Valentines Day?  A…_ _ _ _ _ _ _     _ _ _ _ 

Why is longitude smarter than latitude?  It has more _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 



 

Introduction to Culture 

Culture-way of life of a group of people who share similar beliefs and customs. 

Which of the following cultural groups do you belong to? (circle) 

 student    band member   teenager 

 church member   skateboarder    Spanish speaker 

 gamer     American    swimmer 

 

Although many countries around the world are very different, every country’s culture has some 
characteristics in common with every other.  Below are some of these characteristics.  Use the 
definitions, pictures at the bottom, and scrambled letters in order to write the things every culture 
has in common. 
 

1. Expression of creativity (rat) _______________________ 

2. Rules to maintain order (sawl) _____________________ 

3. Things that are used to build stuff (toslo) _______________________ 

4. Used to cover and protect the body (hinolcgt) ______________________ 

5. Events of the past (ytroshi) _____________________ 

6. Pleasing sounds made with an instrument (scuim) ____________________ 

7. Form of communication (gugaanel) ____________________ 

8. Learning and instruction (unecoadti) ______________________ 

9. Movement of people and things (ratnotastorinp) ________________________ 

10. An event or act repeated year after year (ditortani) ____________________ 

11. Treatment of sickness (dineicem) ______________________ 

12. Style of constructing buildings (trahtrecucie) ____________________ 

13. System of power (oetrmvenng) ____________________ 

14. Provision (odof) __________________ 

15. Refuge where one sleeps (nougshi) _____________________ 

16. Write your own answer:  ___________________________________ 

 
 
 



 
Cultural Borrowing  

Every culture has something to teach us.  Cultural borrowing is when we learn something from another culture that we really 

like and make it part of our own culture.  This is done so often that the American culture is in many ways a collection of some of 

the top ideas other cultures have to offer.  Food is perhaps the best example of this.   
 

To the right you will find food that you might have thought of as “American”, but they actually came from other countries that 

introduced them to us.  Match the food item with the group that introduced it to America by writing the letter of the group to 

the left of the food item from that group.  Note that some answers are used up to three times.  The number in parentheses 

indicates how many times a group will be used.      
 

___1. french fries   a. Japanese (1) 

___2. tea    d. Belgian (1) 

___3. waffles   e. Italian (3) 

___4. mayonnaise   i. Chinese (2) 

___5. pizza    n. French (3) 

___6. tacos    o. Arab (1) 

___7. tamales   r. Mexican (3) 

___8. lasagna   s. German (2) 

___9. hotdogs   t. Ethiopian (1) 

___10. spaghetti   v. Egyptian (1) 

___11. enchiladas 

___12. marshmallows 

___13. cup of noodles 

___14. coffee 

___15. eggrolls 

___16. shish kebab 

___17. croissants 

___18. Hamburgers 

What do the laziest cooks make every night?  (use the answers above to complete the joke) 
 
 

__ __ __ __ __ __      __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  
  1     2     3    4     5     6           7    8     9    10   11    12   13   14   15    16   17   18 

http://images.musthavemenus.com/images/13/1210030860686_41/img_1210030860686_411.jpg
http://www.stevansheets.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/08/ramen.jpg
http://www.freeclipartpictures.com/clipart/clip-art/pictures/eggroll.jpg


Language-Slang   

As we will learn, language varies from place to place.  Yet it also varies with time as is the case with slang.  See if 
you can figure out the old slang below by writing what the world in bold means today. 
 

1990’s Street slang conversation between two “homeys.” 

-Yo dog, I’m tired of getting’ punked by the popo for sportin’ my bling-bling. 

-True dat!  You know they be trippin’, cause our gear is da bomb.  I mean, we all that and a 
bag of chips!  
 

yo-________________________   true dat-________________________ 

dog-____________________    trippin’-_____________________ 

punked-_______________________  gear-__________________________ 

popo-____________________   da bomb-___________________________ 

sportin’-_____________________   all that and a bag of chips -________________ 

bling-bling-_____________________ 

 

1980’s Suburban slang between two school girls.  

-Like, do you see that Barney over there?  Can you believe that poser was even trying to talk to 
me?  I mean, gag me with a spoon! 
 

-Like for sure, what a dork!  He’s, like, grodie to the max, and we’re, like, bodacious babes.  
That’s, like, really bogus.  
 

Barney-____________________   grodie to the max-_____________________ 

poser-______________________   bodacious-________________________ 

gag me with a spoon-________________  bogus-________________________ 

dork-______________________ 



World Religions Introduction 

What do you believe caused the creation of the world and everything in it?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Describe what you think happens after a person dies. ______________________ 

 

 

 

Make a list of the most popular religions in the world. _____________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you believe in the teachings of a single religion?  _____________________  
 

Which one? _________________ 

    

 

IF YOU SEE SOMEONE WITHOUT A SMILE, GIVE THEM ONE OF YOURS! 



Popular Religions of the World 

What do you know about the most popular religions in the world?  Fill in the empty 
spaces with B for Buddhism, C for Christianity, H for Hinduism, I for Islam, and J for 

Judaism.  Note:  Some questions have more than one answer! 
 

This religion… 

1. ____ started in Saudi Arabia. 

2. ____ has the cross as its symbol. 

3. ____ is monotheistic (belief in one God). 

4. ____ believes in KARMA which is that our actions now affect our future lives. 

5. ____ has worship services in churches led by a priest or preacher. 

6. ____ has followers who do not eat pork. 

7. ____ started in Asia. 

8. ____ was founded by Buddha. 

9. ____ is the oldest. 

10. ____ has a star and crescent as its symbols. 

11. ____ celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ. 

12. ____ has followers called Muslims. 

13. ____ has followers who pray 5 times a day. 

14. ____ has worship services in synagogues or temples led by a rabbi.   

15. ____ has the majority of its followers in the USA, Israel and Russia. 

16. ____ has over 2 billion followers, making it the world’s most popular religion.  

17. ____ has hundreds of gods including Shiva and Vishnu. 

18. ____ has the majority of its followers in the countries of China, Thailand, Sri  

              Lanka, and Japan. 

            

 

 



 

Geography Jumpstarts- Unit 1:  Basic Geography Teacher’s Key   

 
Welcome to Geography 
(Answers will vary):  Call on students for answers and see who got most correct about 
you!   

 

Out of This World 

(good opportunity to bring up new scientific discoveries, Google pictures to go with each 

answer, and have students share what they know about each) 

1-The Universe 

2-The Milky Way 

4 inner planets:  Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars 

4 outer planets:  Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune 

Earth 

 
Geography by the Numbers 

1. 136 

2. -129 

3. 195-point out that disputed countries make this count debatable-192 members of UN 

4. 2nd (California more populated/Alaska larger) 

5. 3rd (China & India more populated/Russia & Canada larger – China very close to same size) 

6. over 7 billion:  Visit http://www.worldometers.info/ for real-time numbers or 

http://www.ibiblio.org/lunarbin/worldpop (not as detailed as first, but has cool option of looking 

up world population by date, so can get a student to give birthdate to see what population was 

like then. 

 
Continents and Bodies of Water 

1. Largest continent:  Asia 

2. Only continent without a desert:  Europe 

3. Only country that is also a continent:  Australia 

4. Only continent without a country:  Antarctica 

5. Continent directly south of us:  South America 

6. Continent we inhabit:  North America 

7. World’s hottest climate, has no cold climate:  Africa 

(8-11 in any order) 

8. Largest ocean:  Pacific 

9. Ocean on the east coast:  Atlantic 

10. Smallest ocean:  Arctic 

11. Deepest ocean on average:  Indian 

***Note:  the Southern Ocean around Antarctica was officially recognized in 2000 

http://www.worldometers.info/
http://www.ibiblio.org/lunarbin/worldpop


12-14. Answers vary 

Countries and Their Continents 

As you review the answers, ask in which continent each country is found. 

1. Europe 

2. Hungary (Europe) 

3. Chile (S. America) 

4. Turkey (Europe AND Asia) 

5. Greece (Europe) 

6. Peru (S. America) 

7. Cuba (N. America) 

8.  Korea (Asia) 

9. Chad (Africa) 

10. India (Asia) 

11. Russia (Europe AND Asia) 

12. Kenya (Africa) 

13. Norway (Europe) 

14. Moldova (Europe) 

15. Madagascar (Africa) 

 

Continents & Native Animals 

Interesting facts are included for you to add as you go over answers.  You may even ask students if they have 

ever seen or touched each and get one volunteer to describe the experience. 

1. Not only is the Bengal tiger’s fur striped, its skin is too- Asia.  

2. Giraffes reach up to 20 feet tall and have tongues up to 18 inches long-Africa 

3.  Some kangaroos can jump at speeds of 40 mph while covering up to 40 feet with each jump-Australia 

4.  Anacondas are known as the world’s largest snake (up to 30 feet long) and constrict or suffocate their 

victims before swallowing them whole-South America 

5. Bison otherwise known as buffalos were almost hunted until extinction in the 1800s and 1900s, but their 

numbers have increased since-North America  and Europe 

6.  Orangutans in Indonesia have been known to steal boats left unattended-Asia 

7. Skunks can spray up to 15 feet, but they only spray as a defensive last resort as it takes about 10 days to 

regain its ability to spray again.-North America 

8. Llamas are easy to train and have even been used to guard sheep-South America 

9. Cheetahs are the fastest animals on Earth and have been known to accelerate from 0 to 68 mph in 3 seconds-

Africa 

Asia:  2, 8, 11, 12, 13, 17 

Africa:  1, 3, 16, 18 

North America:  6, 7, 10 

Europe:  4, 14, 19, 20 

South America:  5, 9, 15 

Antarctica & Australia (any order) 

 



10. Koalas sleep from 16-18 hours a day-Australia 

11. Kungfu Panda is not entirely fiction according to zookeepers who claim the panda is the most fierce animal 

they have to take care of-Asia 

12. Ostriches can run over 45 mph making them the world’s fastest two legged animal-Africa 

Which leads us to the Speedy Species Race results:  1
st
 place…cheetah (62 mph), 2

nd
 place…ostrich (45 

mph), 3
rd

 place…grizzly bear (30 mph), 4
th

 place…kid (14 mph), 5
th

 place…roach (3.5 mph) 

Labeling Landforms 

1. island-Greenland 

2. Bay-Hudson Bay 

3. ocean-Atlantic 

4. lake-Lake Huron 

5. river-Mississippi 

6. Peninsula-Baja California 

7. Gulf-Gulf of Mexico 

8. isthmus-Panama 

 

Map Skills    

1) Label the compass:  Write an empty compass on the board.  Point out that there are many popular 

sayings to remember, but your favorite is Never, Ever, Smoke, Weed! (kids love this because they 

usually have never heard it, plus it reinforces saying no to drugs.  You may even want to go over why 

smoking weed is bad:  illegal, messes up your thinking including memory loss, and worse of all, you 

never know what is in it...it may be laced with very scary drugs that could cause severe health problems 

and even death) 

With your back to the class, point up and say Never as fill N; point to the right and say Ever as fill E; 

point down and say Smoke as fill S; point left and say Weed as fill W.  Have class say it together as 

point.  You can have only boys do it, then only girls, then all together and see if you can get all the 

classes around to hear them scream! 

Next fill out the intermediate directions, pointing out the north or south always comes first! 

2-4)  Answers will vary 

5) GPS Global Positioning System  

JOKES 

How are maps like fish?  They both have…scales 

What does your teacher and a map key have in common?  They are both…legends 

What did the map maker send his girlfriend on Valentines Day?  A…compass Rose 

Why is longitude smarter than latitude?  It has more degrees 



 

 

Introduction to Culture 

Top part will vary, but have students note that they belong to more than one cultural group. 

1. art 

2. laws 

3. tools 

4. clothing 

5. history 

6. music 

7. language 

8. education 

9. transportation 

10. tradition 

11. medicine 

12. architecture 

13. government 

14. food 

15. housing 

16. answers will vary, but include sports, games, religion, jobs, education, money, economics, 

and much more! 

 

Cultural Borrowing 

As go through the answers, call on certain students to share if have tried the food or not and if 

like it or not. 

1-D  7-R  13-A 

2-I  8-E  14-T 

3-N  9-S  15-I 

4-N  10-E  16-O 

5-E  11-R  17-N 

6-R  12-V  18-S 

 
 



 

Language/Slang 

Have students share popular slang right now...words their parents probably never use and may 

not even know the meaning of. 

1990’s Street slang conversation between two “homeys.” 
 

yo-hey      true dat-that’s right 

dog-pal     trippin’-losing control 

punked- embarrassed/harassed  gear-clothes 

popo-police     da bomb-fabulous 

sportin’-wearing    all that and a bag of chips –the best 

bling-bling- jewelry 

1980’s Suburban slang between two school girls.  

Barney-loser       grodie to the max-disgusting 

poser-someone trying to be something they are not bodacious-gorgeous  

gag me with a spoon-nasty     bogus-messed up 

dork-loser 

 

World Religions Introduction 

Answers will vary, but each is valid.  No judgment here.  Have them guess the religions represented by 

the pictures below...Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam 

 

Popular Religions of the World 

1. I 

2. C 

3. C, I, J 

4. H 

5. C 

6. H, I, J 

7. B, C, H. I. J 

8. B 

9. J 

10. I 

11. C 

12. I 

13. I 

14. J 

15. J 

16. C 

17. H 

18. B 

 

 

 

 


