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Clergy
Rev. Derek Saldanha, Pastor frderek@stacatholic.org

Rev. Michael Batista, Parochial Vicar frmichael@stacatholic.org

Rev. Paul Oye, VA Hospital Chaplain in
Residence

Rev. Mr. John Del Giudice, Deacon deaconjohn@stacatholic.org

Rev. Mr. Ernesto Nunez, Deacon deaconnunez@gmail.com

Rev. Mr. Hilario de Leon Sanchez, Deacon hilariodeleon@yahoo.com

Parish Staff
Deacon John Rivas, Operations Manager jrivas@stacatholic.org

Rosie Alvarado, Administrative Assistant ralvarado@stacatholic.org

David Robinson, Facilities Supervisor drobinson@stacatholic.org

Jorge Montes, Parish Catechetical Director jmontes@stacatholic.org

Ingrid Lopez, Baptism Prep, Faith Formation
Administrative Assistant

ilopez@stacatholic.org

Artemis Otaiza, Music Director aotaiza@stacatholic.org

Mary Klemm, Youth Minister mklemm@stacatholic.org

Sonia Reyes, Custodial Services sreyes@stacatholic.org

Carlos Gonzalez, Maintenance Technician cgonzalez@stacatholic.org

Megan Holmberg, Pastoral Assistant mholmberg@stacatholic.org

Ministries
STA Catholic School, Amy Costa, Principal acosta@stacschool.com

Bereavement Ministry, Dee Arrington darrington@stacatholic.org

Council of Catholic Women, Melyssa Callahan ccw@stacatholic.org

Faith Formation & OCIA jmontes@stacatholic.org

Grief Support info@stacatholic.org

Knights of Columbus Council #15357, George
Passarella

georgepassarella1717@gmail.com

Medical Clinic, Kelly Bender 407-593-1256

Ministry to the Sick, Larry Rowan lrowan@stacatholic.org

Ministerio de los Enfermos, Martha Bencomo mbencomo@stacatholic.org

To request a visit from the Ministry to the Sick, please contact the Parish Office

Ministerio de la Musica, Sam King sking@stacschool.com

Ministros de la Eucharistia, Alexandra Sanchez asanchez@stacatholic.org

St. Vincent de Paul Society Information &
Volunteers, Tom Reiber

techtom12@gmail.com

Parish Finance Council, Frank D’Aprile frankdaprile@gmail.com

Portuguese Mass Liturgical Ministries, Fred
Justo

fred.justo@live.com

Ujieres, Jorge Garcia or Dennys Garcia 787-922-2302 or 407-922-9198

Young Adult Ministry, Matthew Ongcapin iadrive17@gmail.com

Young Families Ministry, Christina Manahan cmanahan@stacatholic.org

Youth Ministry, Mary Klemm Text to 407-861-7694

WEEKENDMASSES
Saturday

4pm English, 6pm Spanish
Sunday

8am, 10am, 5pm English
12noon Spanish

6:30pm Portuguese

DAILY MASSES
Monday - Friday 9am
First Saturday 9am

CONFESSION
Saturday 3pm and 5pm,

Monday and Friday 9:30am
2nd & 4th Wednesday of Month 7pm

ADORATION
Tuesday & Thursday

9:30am-12noon
First Friday 9am-9pm

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Wednesday 6:30pm-8pm

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 8:30am-5pm

Friday 8am-12noon

PARISH OFFICE
700 Brown Chapel Rd
St. Cloud, FL 34769

321-355-3411
www.stacatholic.org

SCHOOL OFFICE
800 Brown Chapel Rd
St. Cloud, FL 34769

407-957-1772
www.stacschool.com
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Dear family of St. Thomas Aquinas,

Our Responsorial Psalm this Sunday says, “Blessed are
they who hope in the Lord”. As Christians, our hope is in
the Lord and in no one else. As faithful disciples of Christ,
we do not just hold on to hope but we share it with others.
That is what Christians have done from the very beginning
of the Church. Today, we have an opportunity to share that
hope with others through the “Our Catholic Appeal”, the
annual appeal of our Bishop which funds various works in
our Diocese which brings hope to others. In our parish,
some of the work which brings hope to others includes
Bishop Grady Villas which serves as a home for our
brothers and sisters with developmental disabilities and our
medical clinic which serves those without health insurance
in our community.

At our parish and school, we bring hope to others through
our work of evangelization and outreach and leading others into
an encounter with Christ through our regular liturgies. We have
worked hard over the last few years to ensure that our buildings
and facilities are well maintained to carry out our mission. All of
this would not be possible without the support and guidance of
many offices in the Diocese of Orlando.

I thank you in advance for your contributions which can be made
in the following ways:
• Donate using the envelope you received in the mail or the

white envelope available in Church.

• Donate online using the QR code on the envelope or this
link https://www.orlandodiocese.org/oca/

Please write your name and address on the envelope.

I thank you in advance for your contribution as we continue to bring
the hope of Christ to others.

Have a Blessed Week!
Your Servant in Christ,
Fr. Derek

Querida familia de Santo Tomas de Aquino,

Nuestro Salmo Responsorial de este domingo dice:
“Benditos los que esperan en el Señor”. Como cristianos,
nuestra esperanza está en el Señor y en nadie más. Como
fieles discípulos de Cristo, no solo nos aferramos a la
esperanza, sino que la compartimos con los demás. Eso es
lo que los cristianos han hecho desde el mismo comienzo
de la Iglesia. Hoy, tenemos la oportunidad de compartir esa
esperanza con otros a través de la “Nuestro Llamado
Católico”, la apelación anual de nuestro Obispo que
financia diversas obras en nuestra Diócesis que llevan
esperanza a los demás. En nuestra parroquia, algunas de las
obras que llevan esperanza a los demás incluyen las Villas
Bishop Grady, que sirven como hogar para nuestros
hermanos y hermanas con discapacidades del desarrollo, y
nuestra clínica médica que atiende a los que no tienen
seguro de salud en nuestra comunidad.

En nuestra parroquia y escuela, llevamos esperanza a los demás
a través de nuestro trabajo de evangelización y alcance, y
guiamos a otros a un encuentro con Cristo a través de nuestras
liturgias regulares. Hemos trabajado arduamente en los últimos
años para garantizar que nuestros edificios y instalaciones estén
bien mantenidos para llevar a cabo nuestra misión. Todo esto no
sería posible sin el apoyo y la orientación de muchas oficinas en
la Diócesis de Orlando.

Les agradezco de antemano por sus contribuciones, que pueden
realizarse de las siguientes maneras:
• Donar utilizando el sobre que recibieron por correo o el sobre
blanco disponible en la iglesia.
• Donar en línea usando el código QR en el sobre o este enlace
https://www.orlandodiocese.org/ocaespanol

Por favor, escriban su nombre y dirección en el sobre.

Les agradezco de antemano por su contribución mientras seguimos
llevando la esperanza de Cristo a los demás.

¡Que tengan una bendecida semana!
Su servidor en Cristo,
Padre Derek

A letter from
the Desk of
the Pastor

Fr. Derek
Saldanha

READINGS FOR THEWEEK
MMoonnddaayy Gen 4:1-15, 25; Ps 50:1, 8, 16bc-17,

20- 21; Mk 8:11-13
TTuueessddaayy Gen 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Ps 29:1a, 2, 3ac-4, 3b

and 9c-10; Mk 8:14-21
WWeeddnneessddaayy Gen 8:6-13, 20-22; Ps 116:12-13, 14-15,

18-19; Mk 8:22-26
TThhuurrssddaayy Gen 9:1-13; Ps 102:16-18; 19-21, 29 and

22-23; Mk 8:27-33
FFrriiddaayy Gen 11:1-9; Ps 33:10-11, 12-13, 14-15; Mk

8:34 - 9:1
SSaattuurrddaayy 1 Pet 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6; Mt 16:

13-19
SSuunnddaayy SSeevveenntthh SSuunnddaayy iinn OOrrddiinnaarryy TTiimmee

1 Sam 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; Ps 103; 1-2, 3-4,
8, 10, 12-13;1 Cor 15:45-49;
Lk 6:27-38

Are you receiving the e-bulletin every Friday in your email?
If not, please email info@stacatholic.org to be

placed on the distribution list!

NEW TO ST. THOMAS AQUINAS?
WELCOME! JOIN OUR PARISH FAMILY.

If you are new to our parish or have been here for years and just
never made it official, we invite you to become part of our parish
family be registering as a parishioner. Simply go to the website
and click on Parishioner Registration or scan this QR code.
Registration forms are also available at the welcome tables in the
church or in the parish office.
Registration as a parishioner is important
for purposes of maintaining sacramental
records and receiving approval to serve
as a godparent / sponsor.

Si usted es nuevo en nuestra parroquia o
ha estado aquí por años y nunca lo hizo
oficial, le invitamos a formar parte de
nuestra familia parroquial registrándose como feligrés.
Simplemente vaya a la página web y haga clic en Parishioner
Registration o escanee este código QR. Los formularios de
registro también están disponibles en las mesas de bienvenida en
la iglesia o en la oficina parroquial. El registro como feligrés es
importante para los propósitos de mantener los registros
sacramentales y recibir la aprobación para servir como padrino /
madrina.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Scan here to download the
“My Parish App”

Goal: $279,063.00
Collected to Date: $

Balance: $

Services

Medical Clinic: Open Wednesdays. Appointment sign-ups
begin at 3:30pm. For information, please call Kelly Bender,
Clinic Office Manager at 407-593-1256.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
STA Conference
For Help Call: 321-248-9010

Donations of clothes, shoes, small household items: The
Thrift Store Truck will be in the parking lot before and after all
weekend Masses on the first weekend of each month.
Donations of furniture or large items: call for a pick up
407-814-3860
SVdP meets the 1st & 3rd Mondays each month in the Social
Hall

Godparent/Sponsor Certificates: Request online or call
321-355-3411

New Parishioner Registration: Complete online at
stacatholic.org/register or visit us at the office.

Mass Intentions:Mass Intentions can be scheduled for a
deceased loved one at the parish office during office hours.
$10.00 suggested donation each. The book for Mass Intentions
opens on a staggered schedule. See Mass Intentions page for
details.

Spirituality & Prayer
Cursillo: Wilmer Portillo, 407-724-7142 and Celeste Rivera,
407-910-9818

Grupo de Oración Carasmático : Español Victor Tavarez
info@stacatholic.org, 347-223-6389

Padre Pio Prayer Group: Deacon John DelGiudice
deaconjohn@stacatholic.org

Rosary of Our Blessed Mother Mary:
Dee Arrington 407-891-1124 or Kathy Quarti 407-892-5422

Couples for Christ, CFC all groups, Rey/Ophie Gonzales,
ophiegnzls50@gmail.com
Handmaids of the Lord, Kate Davis, pinkyoda@gmx.com
Siervas de Señor, Penny Feliciano, 407-301-8502,
pennyfeliciano@hotmail.com
Parejas Para Cristo, Ana Ortega, caribe101@gmail.com
CFC-Youth Jason De Rueda, jdrpt@outlook.com

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Larissa, 919-673-0939,
shawlministrysta@stacatholic.org, Falo Português! All skill levels
welcome!

Legion of Mary: Sheila Smith 321-402-1728 or Beth Pacheco 407-
334-8970

That Man Is You: Friday mornings at 6:30am in the Social Hall.. Joe
Munley, jmunley22@gmail.com

Cenaculo de Oracion: info@stacatholic.org

Sacraments

Baptism: Contact Ingrid Lopez at ilopez@stacatholic.org.
Required documents and additional information can be found on
the website under Faith Formation - Sacraments.

First Communion & Confirmation: Contact Jorge Montes
jmontes@stacatholic.org. The preparation process for these
sacraments is 2 years.

Marriage: Contact Megan Holmberg,
mholmberg@stacatholic.org. Marriage Preparation
Information & Guidelines can be found on the website under
Faith Formation - Sacraments. Please allow at least 6 months for
the process.

Anointing of the Sick: Call the Parish Office

Vocations: Contact Fr. Derek, Fr. Michael or visit
orlandodiocese.org/vocations

STEWARDSHIP& GIVING
Offertory totals Weekend of

2/09/2025 $19,640.79*
*Does not include online giving. Totals will be published next week.

Next Second Collection: February 23, 2025 SVDP
Thank you for your weekly sacrificial giving!

Online Giving is a secure and convenient way of
giving to St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church.

It is eco-friendly and cost-saving.
Just scan the QR code to make your one-time,

weekly, or monthly donation.
“For it is in giving that we receive”

For questions, contact reception@stacatholic

GIVE ONLINE

ONLINE GIVING LINK:
www.stacatholic.org/give

OUR CATHOLICAPPEAL

MAKE ADONATION
ourcatholicappeal.org
SCANQR CODE
TO DONATE

HAZ UNA DONACION
ourcatholicappeal.org
ESCANEA EL CODIGO

QR PARA DONAR

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Mon
2/17

Mass 9am, Church
Clase Introduccion a la Biblia 6:30pm, Class H1
Introduction to the Bible (English) 6:30pm, Classroom l1
SVDP Meeting 7pm, Social Hall

Tues
2/18

Mass 9am, Church
Adoration & Exposition 9:30am, Chapel
Senior Social Group 12pm, Aquinas Room
OCIA & Adult Confirmation Class 6:30pm, STACS Classroom
Choir Practice 7pm, Church
Grupo de Oracion 7pm, Chapel

Wed
2/19

Mass 9am, Church
Faith Formatiom & Sacramental Prep Classes 6:30pm, STACS
Classrooms
HS Life Teen 6:30pm, School Cafeteria
Cenaculo de Oracion 7pm, Chapel

Thurs
2/20

Daily Mass 9am, Church
Adoration & Exposition 9:30am, Chapel
Prayer Shawl Ministry 10am, Aquinas Room
Introduction to the Scared Scripture-Gospel of Matthew
6pm, H Classroom
History of the Catholic Church– The Acts of the Apostles
Bible 7pm, Classroom H
Cursillo 7pm, Aquinas Room

Fri
2/21

That Man is You Meeting 6:30am, Social Hall
Daily Mass 9am, Church
Legion of Mary Prayer Group 10am, Augustine Room
Spanish Choir Practice 7pm, Church

Sat
2/22

Rosary 7:15am, Chapel
Grupo de Oracion Retreat 8am, Social hall
Mass 9am, Church
Confession 3pm, Church
Mass 4pm, Church [English]
Confession 5pm, Church
Mass 6pm, Church [Spanish]

Sun
2/23

Mass 8am, Church
Mass 10am, Church
Mass 12noon, Church [Spanish]
Portuguese Choir Practice 4pm, Aquinas Room
Mass 5pm, Church
Mass 6:30pm, Church [Portuguese]
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MASS INTENTIONS

MON, 2/17 9am  Francisco Aponte Diaz

TUE, 2/18 9am  Gisela de la Torre

WED, 2/19 9am  Gabriel Grigsby

THUR, 2/20 9am  Roberto Arroyo

FRI, 2/21 9am  TomWrobel
 James Lunetta
 Ofelia Morales
 Philip Augen

SAT, 2/22 4pm

6pm

 Erika Francesca Alvarez-Aponte
 Roseann Parisi
 Duane J Carr
 Maritza Santiago

 Amanda
 Jaime Sanchez
 Victor Lopez
 Deacon Jose Class

SUN, 2/23 8am
10am
12pm

5pm
6:30pm

 Irene Deliz Santiago
 Paul Leroy
 Julia Peña
 Larry Strojie
 Deceased Members of STA

The book for Mass Intentions opens on a staggered schedule. Upcoming Openings
January 27, 2025 - book opens for April - June 2025

April 28, 2025 - book opens for July - September 2025
July 28, 2025 - book opens for October - December 2025

Only 1 weekend & 1 weekday per month per requestor

The prayer intention of the Holy Father
entrusted to the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer
Network for February 2025:

For vocations to the priesthood and
religious life.

Let us pray that the ecclesial community
might welcome the desires and doubts of
those young people who feel a call to serve
Christ’s mission in the priesthood and
religious life.

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISHWelcome in
Baptism

Pray for the
Recently Deceased

Eduardo Naim
Krisof Arcay
Luke Chmilarski
Layla Quero
Elliot Ruiz
Rosie Gocklin

Dorothy Longhway
Blanche Miller (Cathy)
Sean Maupin
Deacon Jose Class
Clarita (Claire) Martin

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



6 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



7 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



8 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



9 

March 5, 2025 

6:30am, Word Service With Distribution of Ashes, English 

7:30am, Word Service With Distribution of Ashes, Spanish 

9:00am Mass, English 

10:30am Mass, School Mass 

12:00pm Mass , Bilingual 

5:30pm Mass, English 

6:30pm Mass, Portuguese 

7:00pm Mass, Spanish 

“UNTO DUST YOU SHALL RETURN”

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



It has been brought to our attention that many parishioners have received emails and text messages from persons impersonating Fr. Derek, asking for favors. 
Please note that no priest, deacon, parish staff member or ministry leader is authorized to ask for personal or monetary favors from any parishioner. Please 

report any such incidents to Fr. Derek or the Diocese of Orlando.   

Se nos ha informado de que muchos feligreses han recibido correos electrónicos y mensajes de texto de personas que se hacen pasar por el Padre Derek, 
pidiendo favores. Tenga en cuenta que ningún sacerdote, diácono, miembro del personal de la parroquia o líder del ministerio está autorizado a pedir favores 

personales o monetarios de cualquier feligrés. Por favor reporte cualquier incidente de este tipo al Padre Derek o a la Diócesis de Orlando.  
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Embrace a healthier, fuller life with SaludVIP.

Primary Care for 65+ 

Embrace a healthier, fuller life with SaludVIP.

Primary Care for 65+ 

Aileen Rosario, M.D.

Primary Care for 65+ 

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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TUNE IN
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