


 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests  

J. Gottesmann, T. Capuano, ,  H. Rieger, K. Eschen-

berg, J. Feeley,  R. Knack, Ron Rhodes JR, Dan Bud-

denhagen, Brenda Long, Mary Ann, Eileem Ohman, , 

Madeleine Wootan, Olga Viruet .  

Holy Cross and St. Patrick Church  
Callicoon NY and Long Eddy NY 

Holy Eucharist  
 

Mon– Tue / Fri   - 8.30 am  in Holy Cross Church 
  First Saturday of month   - 8.30 am in Holy Cross Church 

Thursday   - 6.30  pm in Holy Cross Church   
Saturday vigil Mass  -  4.30 pm in Holy Cross Church  
Sunday morning mass  - 11.00 am in Holy Cross Church  
Sunday morning mass  - 08.30 am in St. Patrick Church  

 

Confession - Saturday 4.00-4.30 pm in Holy Cross 
Church  

Reach us via: 
9719, State Route 97 

Callicoon—NY—12723 
Phone: 845-887-5450 

Fr. Joseph Raj 845-321-4564 
www.holycrosscallicoon.org   

FB: Holycross StPatrick  
Christmas Day Mass  

Dec 24, Vigil Mass @ 4.30 pm ( H.C) 
Mid-Night Mass @ 11.45 pm ( H.C ) 

Christmas Day Mass @ 8.30 am ( St. Pat-
rick’s Church—Long Eddy) 

Christmas Day mass @ 11.00 am (H.C) 
Save date and time convenient to you!!!  

Stewardship  
Dec, 09, 2018  
Candle Money    $      42.00 
Sunday Collection  $  1344.00 
Christmas flowers   $      30.00 
 
Thank you all for your generosity !!! 

Congratulations to Confirmation Class  
 
The Holy Cross Confirmation class raised $279 for 
local families in need through their donut and hot 
cocoa fundraiser. Thanks to all of the parishioners 
that supported the students' efforts.  It was good to 
see so many people down in the hall!  A special 
thanks to the hard work of class members Haley 
Boice, Katie Crum, Ethan Hoch, Mathew Mills, 
and Abby Parucki.  Awesome job guys!   
 
Special Thanks to Shaun Sensiba and other CCD 
teachers who organized and helped this event to be 
colorful. God bless you all!!! 

YOUR CHRISTMSA GIFT  TO CHURCH 
 

Dear brethren, as always you are very 
generous towards our parish, this year we 
welcome your Christmas gift to Holy Cross 
Church & St. Patrick’s. Even though there 
is no envelop in the pocket, there will be a 
basket at the entrance of our church and 
also there will be collection ON Christmas 
masses. Hence you can make use of either 
to make your donation in this season of 
Christmas.  
 

May God fill our hearts with Love and 
peace!  

Second Collection on 22-23  
Due to strong winter season, we spend a lot on oil 
to keep our churches warm enough and so we are 
in need of your support. We have a special collec-
tion for oil at the weekend masses. May God bless 
your generous heart. Thank you!!! 

 For us reflection:  Luke 1: 39-45 

Our Gospel passage recounts the first part of the Visitation of Mary to her cousin Elizabeth that’s the second 

of the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary. Tradition has suggested that John was sanctified in the womb of his 

mother Elizabeth by the presence of Jesus in the womb of Mary. That is, although John was conceived in sin 

as we all are, he was born sinless because Mary brought the Savior to him while still in his mother’s womb. 

The angel Gabriel said that John would “be filled with the holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb” (Luke 

1:15). As has been mentioned before, everything surrounding John’s birth attests to the fulfillment of God’s 

work in the Old Covenant. Even the Hebrew names of his parents, “Zechariah” and “Elizabeth,” together 

mean, “God remembers his oath.” Everyone who hears of the fulfillment of God’s promises— Zechariah, Eliz-

abeth, Mary, Simeon, Anna, and even little John the Baptist—exults in joy at the Good News. That is the gift 

that the Father wills for us, too …  



 
 

Dec 22nd - Dec 30th 2018  
 
Dec 22nd– Sat— Advent Weekday  
04.30 pm - + Fernando Carozza by Ed & Joann 
Coates  
 

Dec 23rd –  Fourth Sunday of Advent  
8.30am -  
 
11.00 am -  All living & Deceased family mem-
bers by Mary Schumacher   
 

Dec 24th  Mon—Late Advent Weekday  

8.30 am - + Leuda Raimunda by Leidiene Co-
lares 
 
4.30 pm -  
 

11.40 pm -   
 

Dec 25th  -  Tue– The Nativity of the Lord 
( Christmas) 
8.30 am - Arockiya Xavier ( Birthday)  
 

11.00 am -  
 

Dec 26th - Wed– St. Stephen, The first martyr 
No mass 
 

Dec 27th - Thu– St. John, Apostle  
6.30pm -  
 

Dec 28th– Fri-  The holy innocent martyrs 
8.30 am -  
 
Dec 29th– Sat— Fifth day within the Octave of 
the nativity of the Lord  
04.30 pm -  
 
Dec 30th –  Third Sunday of Advent  
8.30am -  
11.00 am -   
 

If you need masses this week, please ap-
proach Fr. Joseph.  

Dec, 23th, 2018 

With peace and Love  
 

Fr Joseph Raj MMI and Dn. John Lyttle 
+1-845-321-4564 

Service & Humility  
Many Catholics are familiar with the story of Mary 
coming to greet Elizabeth—a scene known as “the 
Visitation.” But do we really understand its mean-
ing? A simple recounting of two expectant mothers 
greeting each other is also a great lesson for us in 
both service and humility. Mary, newly pregnant af-
ter accepting the angel’s announcement that she 
would bear the “Son of the Most High” who would 
“reign over the house of Jacob forever,” ignores the 
demands of her own situation and travels in haste to 
assist her older relative Elizabeth, who is six months 
along in her pregnancy. Despite all the things that 
had to be on her mind, including the astonishing 
news that she was to bear the Messiah, Mary’s first 
action was to serve. When we are faced with things 
that are troubling or overwhelming, are we willing to 
look outside of ourselves and serve as Mary did?  
 

Then there is Elizabeth. At six months, most mothers 
would be aware of sudden movements in the womb. 
But Elizabeth, on hearing Mary’s greeting, responds 
to the movement of the Holy Spirit, interpreting her 
child’s stirring as a leap of joy.  
 

And she perceives why. Mary is the one “who is to 
give birth” to him who “shall be peace,” in the 
prophet Micah’s words. She is the one “who be-
lieved that what was spoken to [her] by the Lord 
would be fulfilled.” Elizabeth is immediately aware 
of her younger cousin’s privilege; significantly, 
though, Elizabeth is not jealous or envious, but ac-
cepts her role in the story of salvation with humility. 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, she greets Mary as 
“blessed among women” because of the child Mary 
carries. Mary’s visit is, for Elizabeth, a personal 
privilege, a pure joy: The mother of her Lord has 
come to her. Two pregnant women. Two examples 
for us as we enter the fourth and final week of Ad-
vent.  
 

“The liturgy of Advent helps us to understand ful-
ly the value and meaning of the mystery of 
Christmas. It is not just about commemorating 
the historical event, which occurred some 2,000 
years ago in a little village of Judea. Instead, it is 
necessary to understand that the whole of our life 
must be an ‘advent,’ a vigilant awaiting of the fi-
nal coming of Christ. To predispose our mind to 
welcome the Lord who, as we say in the Creed, 
one day will come to judge the living and the 
dead, we must learn to recognize him as present 
in the events of daily life. Therefore, Advent is, so 
to speak, an intense training that directs us deci-
sively toward him who already came, who will 
come, and who comes continuously.” — Pope St. 
John Paul II, December 18, 2002  


