


 

PRIESTS: OUR SHEPHERDS AND GUIDES “The Church, the people of God, constantly experiences the 
reality of this prophetic message and continues joyfully to thank God for it. She knows that Jesus Christ him-
self is the living, supreme, and definitive fulfillment of God’s promise: ‘I am the good shepherd’ (John 
10:11). He, ‘the great shepherd of the sheep’ (Hebrews 13:20), entrusted to the apostles and their successors 
the ministry of shepherding God’s flock (John 21:15ff.; 1Peter 5:2). Without priests the Church would not be 
able to live that fundamental obedience which is at the very heart of her existence and her mission in history, 
an obedience in response to the command of Christ: ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all na-
tions’ (Matthew 28:19) and ‘Do this in remembrance of me’ (Luke 22:19; cf. 1 Corinthians 11.24), i.e., an 
obedience to the command to announce the Gospel and to renew daily the sacrifice of the giving of his body 
and the shedding of his blood for the life of the world.” —Pope St. John Paul II in Pastores Dabo Vobis, On 
Priestly Formation, 1 . Henceforth, let us pray for all the priests that we shall continue to live faithful to the 
commitment we made to God and to the Holy Church.  

UNITED AS ONE FLOCK  
 

Have you ever watched a herd of animals as they journey toward a destination? It’s remarkable that their 
every move seems to be in sync with the entire group. Whether it’s a herd of cows, sheep, or even a flock of 
geese, the group seems to move as one body. Yet the key aspect that holds these groups together is their will-
ingness to struggle—even suffer— to remain united as one body. Imagine if Christians were united in this 
way! Our actions, beliefs, and movements would appear as one body, united in a deeper purpose. By uniting 
in this way, we would demonstrate our willingness to suffer for each other for the sake of deepening our uni-
ty as a body of Christ. This has always been the call for followers of Christ. Jesus redeemed all of humanity 
in himself and even commanded his disciples to “be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you” (John 
17:21). And yet theological, cultural, and liturgical disputes have often split the Body of Christ from its in-
tended unity. So how can we achieve a united front? We must not only turn to our eternal good shepherd for 
guidance, but we must be willing to suffer for our fellow Christians in the hopes of uniting more deeply in 
Christ’s love. This unity will not only draw us closer to each other, but in remaining united we can endure 
whatever sufferings may come our way, in the hopes that all Christians will be reunited one day with our 
great king and eternal shepherd . 
 

As consoling as the image of the good shepherd is to us, those who heard Jesus utter these words picked up 
rocks with which to stone him. They questioned his status as “Christ” or Messiah, asking for an outright dec-
laration. Jesus protests that he has made his claim clearly, but then extends the image of himself as shepherd 
to identify himself with the Father. The minds of Jesus’ listeners would have been attuned to the association 
that he was making between himself and God, who had promised to shepherd his people in Ezekiel 34:11. 
When listeners ask Jesus for a clear declaration that he’s the promised Messiah, He responds, “But you do 
not believe because you are not among my sheep” (John 10:26). In keeping with the division of the sheep 
that was prophesied in Ezekiel 34, we’re told twice in John’s Gospel that “there was a division” among the 
Jews over Jesus (John 9:16; 10:19, RSV). Jesus explains clearly that the determining factor that decides 
whether or not anyone belongs to the Father is whether or not one “hears” in the words of Jesus the voice of 
the shepherd prophesied in Ezekiel 34. By following Jesus’ voice we receive eternal life and remain safely in 
the hands of the Father.  
 

THAT THEY MIGHT BE ONE :  
“ ‘Christ bestowed unity on his Church from the beginning. This unity, we believe, subsists in the Catholic 
Church as something she can never lose, and we hope that it will continue to increase until the end of time.’ 
Christ always gives his Church the gift of unity, but the Church must always pray and work to maintain, rein-
force, and perfect the unity that Christ wills for her. This is why Jesus himself prayed at the hour of his Pas-
sion, and does not cease praying to his Father, for the unity of his disciples: ‘That they may all be one. As 
you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be one in us, . . . so that the world may know that you 
have sent me.’ The desire to recover the unity of all Christians is a gift of Christ and a call of the Holy Spir-
it.” —CCC 820  

Campaign for our basement in Rectory: The basket is placed at the entrance of our church for your 
contributions to help us out with renovation of our basement in rectory which was flooded. Any clarifi-
cations, please SPEAK to Fr. Joe. Thanks for all your help and support towards our parish.   



 

Prayer Requests  

J. Gottesmann, T. Capuano, ,  W. Rieger, K. Eschenberg, J. 

Feeley,  R. Knack, Ron Rhodes JR, Dan Buddenhagen, Bren-

da Long, Mary Ann, Eileem Ohman, , Madeleine Wootan, Ol-

ga Viruet , Alan Covart, Craig English, Barbara Donatelli.  

May 11- May 19, 2019  
 
 

May 11 – Sat  - Easter Weekday 
 

4.30 pm  + Walter & Florence Hubert by 
their Children  
 
 

May 12–  Fourth Sunday of Easter  
 

8.30 am : Aline & William Francis by Frank 
& Kathy Geosits 
 
 

11.00 am :  
 

May 13 - Mon - Easter Weekday 
 

8.00 am : 
 
May 14 - Tue - St. Mathias, Apostle  
8.30 am : Thanks giving mass - Frank & 
Kathy Geosits - 53rd Wedding Anniversary 
 

May 15 – Wed- Easter weekday 
No mass 
 

May 16  – Thu– Easter Weekday 
6.30 pm : 
 

May 17 - Fri - Easter Weekday 
8.30 am : 
 

May 18 – Sat  - Easter Weekday 
 
4.30 pm  + Kathleen Mudge Roy by Vincent 
Alukonis   
 
 

May 19–  Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 

8.30 am : + Joseph Madory by Frank & 
Kathy Geosits 
 
 

11.00 am : Mary Gambrki by Jim & 
Laurene Menges 
 
 

Coronation Flowers 
The flowers kept outside the church is for you 
to take and offer it to our blessed mother who 
is in front of the alter. You can pick up the 
flowers and place some donations at the box. 
Your generosity is well appreciated.  
 
All women shall receive one flower in the mass 
as we celebrate today the Mother’s day.   

Happy Mother day  
 

  To Mom;   To Dad;  
 

I am Hungry  
I am cold… 
I am warm… 
Can I have… 
I want to watch… 
Where are you?   Where is MOM? 
Can you ask dad? 
Can you help me…    
He hurt me… 
She scolds me… 
I want to got there… 
When are we…? 
Why are we…? 
Why can’t we…? 
 
We wish all mothers, Happy mothers Day and God’s 
manifold blessings upon you moms…  

May 12,2019 

With peace and Love  

Frs. Joseph Raj & John Kennady  

And Dn John Lyttle  

Bible Study on 13, is cancelled and so we will resume 
our gathering on 20. Hence this Monday there will be 
no bible study.  

Memorial day weekend  

Pancake Breakfast 
 

St. Mary’s Parish Hall  

386 CT Rd 95 Obernburg, NY 12767 

 

Sunday May 26th 7 am - Noon 

Adults $ 8 and Children $ 5 


