
“There is one and only one possible road to joy: selfless love.” —Peter Kreeft  



 WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?  
 

This week we are going to look at one of the most familiar—and most challenging—stories in the Gospels: 
the good Samaritan. It begins with the “Law” of the Jewish people. At the time, the law consisted of many 
specific commands. The thought of following and remembering 613 different laws is intimidating by any-
one’s standards. But this was what the Jewish people in the time of Jesus were called to do, according to the 
Old Testament. In Jesus’ time, most good rabbis had what they would call their “yoke.” By this, they meant a 
summary statement of the entire Old Testament law—all 613 of them! One rabbi was famously challenged to 
recite the law while standing on one foot. He said “Do to others what you would have done to you. This is 
the whole law, everything else is just commentary.” Jesus is doing something similar in the Gospel reading 
for this Sunday. He asks a would-be follower to tell him what is in the law. The man responds, “You shall 
love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with all your 
mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” Elsewhere, Jesus summarizes the law this way as well. In the parable 
that follows, Jesus seeks to explain what this law means. After a man asks him; “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus 
proceeds to tell one of his most famous parables—the story of the good Samaritan. It offers a difficult lesson, 
one in which our “neighbor” might turn out to be the person we most dislike. Through this story, Jesus rede-
fines holiness—the goal of all those Old Testament laws—as mercy.  
 

Many of us have probably heard the story of the good Samaritan before. It’s a familiar story about having 
compassion and showing mercy to others in need. Soon we are going to hear how radical this story would 
have been to Jesus’ audience. But before we get into that, who in our culture do we consider our 
“neighbors”?  
 

THE GOSPEL OF SUFFERING : “The parable of the good Samaritan belongs to the Gospel of suffering. For 
it indicates what the relationship of each of us must be toward our suffering neighbor. We are not allowed 
to ‘pass by on the other side’ indifferently; we must ‘stop’ beside him. Everyone who stops beside the suffer-
ing of another person, whatever form it may take, is a good Samaritan. This stopping does not mean curiosi-
ty but availability. It is like the opening of a certain interior disposition of the heart, which also has an emo-
tional expression of its own. The name ‘good Samaritan’ fits every individual who is sensitive to the suffer-
ings of others, who ‘is moved’ by the misfortune of another. If Christ, who knows the interior of man, em-
phasizes this compassion, this means that it is important for our whole attitude to others’ suffering. There-
fore one must cultivate this sensitivity of heart, which bears witness to compassion toward a suffering per-
son. Sometimes this compassion remains the only or principal expression of our love for and solidarity with 
the sufferer.” —Pope St. John Paul II  
 

The story of the good Samaritan is as challenging for us today as it was in Jesus’ time. Let’s spend a few 
minutes considering this story in our own lives. : Imagine you were in the crowd listening to Jesus’ story 
that day. When Jesus talked about the merciful Samaritan, everyone there had a very clear picture in his or 
her mind of what Samaritans were like and how they felt about them. Try to imagine what you might be 
thinking as Jesus begins his parable. How do you feel when you hear Jesus say that if you want to be faithful, 
you need to focus your love on your most hated enemies? As you listen to him speak, who is the neighbor, or 
group, or person that you struggle to extend love and mercy to? Now imagine that Jesus comes to you and 
asks you what you are going to do for the Samaritans in your life. What do you tell him?  
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Training for Extra-ordinary Ministers 
 
Deacon Don Prendergast is offering a training for both current and prospective Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion serving at Mass and ministering to the homebound community.  This training, open to all 
parishes in Sullivan County, is designed to introduce the ministry to those interested in answering the call 
to become a Eucharistic Minister, as well as an opportunity for those already involved in the ministry to 
gain additional training.          To be continued ... 



 

Prayer Requests  

J. Gottesmann, T. Capuano, ,  W. Rieger, K. Eschenberg, 
J. Feeley,  R. Knack, Ron Rhodes JR, Dan Buddenhagen, 
Brenda Long, Mary Ann, Eileem Ohman, , Madeleine 
Wootan, Olga Viruet , Barbara Donatelli.  

July 13– July 21, 2019  
July 13 -  Saturday 
4.30 pm:   + Walter & Florence Hubert by their 
children 
 
 

July 14 –  15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8.30 am : + Craig English by  Linda English  
 

11.00 am : + Craig English by Roger & Ann Desy  
 
July 15- Mon - St. Bonaventure, Bishop & Dr of 
the Church 
 

8.30 am :  + Alan Covart  by Ran Rosemary 
Mamiensk 
 
July 16 - Tue - Weekday 
8.30 am : 
 
July 17 – Wed– Weekday  
NO MASS 
 

July 18  – Thu– Weekday 
06.30 PM : + Chris McCarthy by Jim & Sue Buc-
cine 
 

July 19– Friday –Weekday 
8.30 am :  Anthony F & Maecella M Mamiensk 
by Rosemary Mamiensk 
 
July 20 -  Saturday 
4.30 pm:    
 
 

July 21 –  16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8.30 am : + Katheleen Roy Mudge by  Linda Eng-
lish  
 

11.00 am : + Suzanne Annunziata by Annunziata 
family   

Bible Study 
 

We gather in Holy Cross Rectory to enrich ourselves with the Word of God.  We read, look between 
the lines, see the background,  reflect upon it and prepare ourselves for the upcoming Sunday celebra-
tion.  At 11.00 am, on every Monday, in Holy Cross Rectory.  All are invited to come and join…  

Stewardship-  July 07, 2019 
Poor & Candle Money  $   28.41 

Sunday Collection   $ 1567.59 

Pastoral Solidarity for the  
church the church in  Africa $ 403.00 
Thank you for your support and generosity!!! 

…. To accommodate varying schedules, there will 
be two sessions available:  Tuesday, July 16th at 7 
PM and Wednesday, July 17th at 1:30 PM.  Both ses-
sions will be held in the Parish Hall (downstairs) at 
St. Peter's Church in Liberty.  Anyone interested is 
asked to contact Christy at the St. Peter's Parish 
office at 292-4525 to register, and are further asked 
to visit the St. Peter's Parish website 
at www.stpetersliberty.com to print out a copy of 
the Eucharistic Ministry booklet to be used at the 
training.  Thank you!  

“What does love look like? It has the hands to help 
others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and the 
needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has 
the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. 
That is what love looks like.” —St. Augustine  

Keep in mind: 

1.Arrive before Mass begins. 
2. Properly dispose of chewing gum before entering 

church. 
3.Turn off cell phones/pagers. 

4. Say an individual preparatory prayer. 
5. Settle in (and down) and place your heart and 

mind in the presence of the Lord. 
6. Participate and assist at the Mass devoutly by 
using the Missal to follow the priest, saying the 

Mass prayers as found in the prayer book, and sing-
ing hymns. 

7. Assisting in the Mass also means to unite fully 
with the priest in offering the Holy Sacrifice and to 

receive Holy Communion. 
8. Remember not to leave until after our celebrant, 
acting in the presence of Christ, has left the church. 
9. Leave the Lord's house neat and tidy by placing 

books back in the pew holder. 
10. Please take the Church Bulletin home with 

you.  

http://www.stpetersliberty.com/

