
Queridos Amigos de Santa Luisa:  
 

Estos días a veces nos pueden llenar de ansiedad por nuestra larga  lista de 
cosas “por hacer” durante las fiestas. Incluso cuando escribí esta columna, 
descubrí que ese mismo sentimiento había estado apoderándose de mi cora-
zón desde el momento en que desperté esta mañana. Jesús nos llama a 
soltar cualquier cosa de nuestra lista que nos provoca ansiedad. La oración 
que el sacerdote dice después de que hemos rezado el Padre Nuestro en la 
Misa es apropiada para el Adviento: 

Líbranos, Señor, de todo mal,  
 y concédenos la paz en nuestros días  

para que, ayudados por tu misericordia,  
vivamos siempre libres de pecado  
y protegidos de toda perturbación  

mientras esperamos la gloriosa venida  
de nuestro Salvador, Jesucristo.  

 

Los invito a rezar esa oración todos los días durante la Temporada de Ad-
viento, quizás incluso en la mesa del comedor cuando enciendan su corona 
de Adviento. Pero definitivamente oren en paz  – si añadir esto aumenta su 
ansiedad, ¡entonces olvídenlo!  
 

Si para el 25 de diciembre no han terminado todas las cosas que están en su 
lista, ¡les tengo buenas noticias! Para los católicos, el 25 de diciembre es 
cuando la Navidad empieza! Este año, la temporada dura hasta el lunes 8 de 
enero, la Fiesta del Bautismo del Señor. ¡Quizás ustedes tengan hasta en-
tonces para enviar esa carta familiar de Navidad! 
 

Con todos los deseos de paz para esta temporada,   
 

Padre Gary Zender 

From the Pastor        Del Pastor 

During the First Week of  Advent, we celebrate one of 
the holy days of obligation, the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception. Commemorating Mary’s conception with-
out the stain of original sin, this feast is an ideal time to 
renew our baptismal promises and remember that 
through our own Baptism we, too, are brought into new 
life with Christ. 

 

The Masses for Immaculate Conception are on  
 Friday, December 7, at 7PM(Spanish)  
 Saturday December 8, at 9AM (English) .   

Immaculate Conception— 

A Holy Day of Obligation  

Dear Friends of St. Louise,  
 

These days can sometimes fill us with anxiety about our long “to-do list” 
during the holidays. Even as I wrote this column, I found that very feel-
ing had been creeping into my own heart from the time I woke up this 
morning. Jesus calls us to let go of whatever is on our list that causes 
us to be anxious. The prayer that the priest says after we have prayed 
the Lord’s Prayer at Mass is a good one for Advent: 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 
graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, by the help of your mercy, 
we may be always free from sin 

and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

I would encourage you to pray that prayer daily during the Advent Sea-
son, maybe even at the dinner table as you light your Advent wreath. 
However, definitely pray in peace – if adding this one more thing in-
creases your anxiety, then let it go!  
 

If you don’t get everything on your list done by December 25, good 
news! For Catholics, December 25 is when Christmas begins! The sea-
son lasts this year till Monday, January 8, the Feast of the Baptism of 
the Lord. Maybe you have until then to send that family Christmas 
newsletter! 
 

With every wish for peace in this season,  
 

Fr. Gary Zender 

Listed on the back of this flyer are all our  
Advent activities as well as the Christmas Mass schedule! 

Novena 
Please join us for a nine - day novena in 
celebration of the  
Solemnity of Immaculate  
Conception, Patroness of United States. Venue - Grotto 
of Our Lady of Grace (between Lavelle Center and Par-
ish Center). 
 

 Thursday, November 29  6PM 

 Friday, November 30 6PM 

 Saturday, December 1 4PM 

 Sunday, December 2  5PM 

 Monday, December 3 thru 
Thursday, December 6  

6PM 

 Friday, December 7  5:30PM in 
the Chapel 



Advent is an appropriate time to seek peace within us and around us. The preaching of the proph-
ets summons us to a conversion that prepares the world and ourselves for Christ’s unexpected—
yet certain—coming. We provide several opportunities to celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation 
to   prepare ourselves for Christmas. 
 

 Two parish Reconciliation Services (with individual Reconciliation), one on  
        Wednesday, December 5, at 7PM and the other on Thursday, December 6, at 10AM.  
 

 Individual Reconciliation every Saturday at 3PM. 

 Reconciliation 

 
Come join us for our annual Saint. Nicholas Breakfast and Bazaar 
on Saturday, December 1 from 8AM. until 11AM. in the Parish Hall. 
Breakfast is $5/kid and $10/adult. Start a new family tradition as we 
welcome the season of Advent! Enjoy a delicious breakfast and 
take care of some Christmas shopping at our booths that offer 
unique gifts and treats. From 9:00 a.m. until 11AM., Saint Nicholas 
himself will be there to greet the children and will be available for 
taking pictures with your  
family. For more information, contact JT & Janelle Taasan at 
StNick@stlouiseschool.org 

Saint Nicholas Breakfast 
As we begin our Advent jour-
ney this week, the “Little Blue 
Books” are available in the 
vestibule of the church.  These 
are a great resource for you 
and your families.    

A donation of $2.00 per book is appreciated  to 
cover the cost of the books.   

“Little Blue Books” 

On December 9, 1531, Our Lady appeared to  
Juan Diego,  simple Aztec Indian who had converted 
to the Catholic faith. Three days later, at Juan Die-
go’s request, Mary provided a sign so the local bish-
op would believe that she actually had appeared. 
Roses grew out of the cold winter soil, and when 
Juan Diego opened his cloak to show the bishop 
what he had found, an image of Our Lady appeared 
on the fabric. These occurrences led to the conver-
sion of most of Mexico and remain today a strong 
sign of Our Lady’s concern and love for us. 
 

Church-approved Marian apparitions always point to 
Mary’s Son, Jesus. For many of us with a strong Mar-
ian devotion, Mary is a pathway into a stronger rela-
tionship with our Lord. Her generosity shown to Juan 
Diego is the same generosity shown to each of us 
who choose to ask her intercession. Families pray for 
one another, and she is a very prominent member of 

our family. May the miracle of Our Lady of Guadalupe be a sign of warmth for 
you in the cold of winter and of Advent hope for the Christ Child who has re-
deemed the world. 

On December 11,  come and celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe with our  

Hispanic community.  
 

The celebration begins at 6PM.    
6PM Rosario y Flores (Rosary & Flowers to Our Lady) 
7PM Enseñanza (Teaching) 
8PM  Misa (Mass) 
9PM Danza/Obra (Liturgical Dance) 
10PM  Pan Dulce (Refreshments) 
11PM  Oración/Mañanitas (Closing Prayer and Liturgical Music) 

 
 

Advent Giving Tree  

The Advent Giving Tree is up and filled with tags to 
help us answer the call to stewardship and to help 
those less fortunate in our local communi-
ties. Please take one or more tags, purchase what is 
requested and return the unwrapped gift with its 
tag to the Giving Tree no later than December 9. 
 
If you are purchasing a gift card or cards, please 
indicate the dollar amount of the card. Check out 
purchasing gift cards with the St. Louise Charger 
Cards, these will be available for purchase after 
many of the Masses. Help support those in need 
and St. Louise School at the same time. Thank you 
for your generosity and for making this holiday sea-
son special. 

mailto:StNick@stlouiseschool.org


Friday, December  15, 7PM, in the church. The Maureen Still 
Band invites you to celebrate the joyous coming of Christ the 
King!  An evening of music and song! All are welcome – A great 
family event! Admission is free! Donations of non-perishable 
goods/items for our church charities are always welcome. 

Saturday, December 16, at the 5PM Mass, Re-
ception to follow in the Parish Hall. Come and 
celebrate Simbang Gabi with our Filipino commu-
nity!  Simbang Gabi, Filipinos’ traditional Advent 
“Night Mass,” is a devotional novena in honor of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary as we wait with her in 
anticipation of the birth of our Lord Jesus. 

Simbang Gabi 

Our Lady of  

Guadalupe 

 

Stay Connected to St. Louise Parish 
 

 Parish website (www.stlouise.org). The website has the most 
comprehensive information about our parish. 

 

 Facebook. The parish and school each have an active Face-
book page (Facebook.com/StLouiseParish and Facebook.com/
StLouiseSchool) 

 

 Parish Calendar: For a complete listing of events 
www.stlouise.org/calendar 

 

 Flocknote: Stay connected with important news/updates. 
www.stlouise.org/flocknote 

Advent Eucharistic Adoration, 4-7PM in the Chapel 
Come to Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament - Eucharistic Adoration on the Thursday evenings of Advent, December 6, 13, and 20 from 
4-7PM in the Parish Center Chapel.  All are invited to attend and deepen our hunger for communion with Christ and the 
whole Church. 
 

During Exposition - Eucharistic Adoration someone must always be present with the Blessed Body of Christ. While all 
are welcome and encouraged to “drop in” anytime you wish during Adoration, two people are needed each hour to 
commit to being present.  Please sign up for an hour at www.goo.gl/qR2zv4  or use your phone to scan the QR 
code.  It will take you to a Sign-Up Genius page – you can pick as many hours as you wish – and, if the slots are full, 
just come to Adoration and pray with Jesus. 
 

Leaders are also needed!  A leader must be an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion (EM).  At 4PM the opening leader displays 
the Blessed Sacrament and lights the candles.  At 7PM the closing leader reposes the Blessed Sacrament, extinguishes the candles and 
locks the door.  Leaders can also sign up using the link provided www.goo.gl/qR2zv4.  There will be a short training for leaders on  
December. 2 at 12:15PM to make sure you have everything you need to be successful. 

Advent Eucharistic Adoration 

Christmas Sing-a-long  

with Fr. Pat Ritter  

Save the Date for a very special Christmas Con-
cert with Fr. Pat Ritter. On Thursday, December 
20 at 10AM in the Church 
Fr. Ritter will host a Christmas Concert and Sing-
a-long with parishioners at St. Louise. Following 
the concert, Join us for Christmas Cookies and 
Cider. Fr. Ritter has also promised to sign copies 
of his just released new book, Profound Peace 

Blessings of a Christmas Manger or Nativity Scene 
In its present form the custom of displaying figures depicting the birth of Jesus Christ owes its origin to St. Francis of Assisi, who made 
the Christmas crèche or manger for Christmas Eve of 1223.The blessing of a Christmas manger or nativity scene may take place at an-
other suitable time. When the manger is set up in the home, it is appropriate that it be blessed by a parent or another family member.  

All make the sign of the cross as the leader says: 
Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
R/. Who made heaven and earth. 
The leader reads a text of sacred Scripture, for example, Luke 
2:1 (lines 1-8) or Isaiah 7:10 (lines 10-15, the birth of Emmanuel). 
 

Reader: Thanks, be to God. 
R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The leader prays with hands joined: 
 

God of every nation and people, 
from the very beginning of creation 
you have made manifest your love: 
when our need for a Savior was great 
 
 
 

you sent your Son to be born of the 
Virgin Mary. 
To our lives he brings joy and peace, 
justice, mercy, and love. 
 
Lord, 
bless all who look upon this manger; 
may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, 
and raise our thoughts to him, 
who is God-with-us and Savior of all, 
and who lives and reigns forever and ever. 
R/. Amen. 
—From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers 

Advent Concert with Maureen 

Still Band 

http://www.goo.gl/qR2zv4
http://www.goo.gl/qR2zv4


 
 
 

The 2018 Advent and Christmas Season 
 

Advent 
First Sunday of Advent, December 1 & 2 
 Saturday, December 1 Saint Nicholas Breakfast and Bazaar 8-11AM in the Parish Hall 
 Wednesday, December 5 Advent Reconciliation Service, 7PM 
 Thursday, December 6 Advent Reconciliation Service, 10AM  
 Friday, December 7  Feast of the Immaculate Conception Vigil , 7PM (Spanish) 
 Saturday, December 8 Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 9AM 

 
Second Sunday of Advent, December 8 & 9 
 Tuesday, December 11  Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe rosary begins at 6PM;  Mass in Spanish 8PM 
 Friday, December 14  Maureen Still Band Advent Concert, 7PM in the church 
 Saturday, December 15 Simbang Gabi celebration, 5PM Mass, Reception to follow in the Parish Hall 

 
Third Sunday of Advent, December 17 & 18—Gaudete Sunday  
 Wednesday, December 19 School Christmas concert  performed by the 5th and 6th graders, 6:30PM in the church 
 Thursday, December 20 Christmas sing-a-long with Fr. Pat Ritter, 10AM in the church 
 
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 22 & 23 
 Saturday, December 22 4th Sunday of Advent Mass 5PM 
 Sunday, December 23  4th Sunday of Advent Mass 7:30AM, 9AM, 11AM, 1PM(Spanish), 6PM 
 
 

Christmas Masses 
Traditional music presentations by the choirs 30 minutes 

before each Mass 

Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve  
 3:00PM Mass  
 6PM Mass  
 9PM Mass  
 11PM(Spanish) 

 
Tuesday, December 25, Christmas Day 
 8AM (Mass in English) 
 10AM (Mass in English) 
 

The Christmas Season 
 

Feast of Holy Family:  Saturday & Sunday , December 29 & 30, ( Regular weekend schedule) 
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigil: Monday, December 31, 7PM (Spanish) 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God: Tuesday January 1, 9AM (Eng.) (holy day of obligation) 
 

  

Feast of the Epiphany:  Saturday & Sunday, January 5 & 6 (Regular weekend schedule) 
 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord:  Sunday, January 13, (Regular weekend schedule) 


