
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parish Family and Friends, 
 
We started at St. Louise a landmark archdiocesan-wide endeavor titled Called to Serve as Christ: Campaign for our 
priests, sisters and family of faith. This important initiative has a goal of $100 million and will help meet the 
growing needs throughout the Archdiocese of Seattle.  
 
Susie & Jim Goett and Alice & Mark Shaw are co-chairing the effort for our parish together with a handful of 
wonderful volunteers that have stepped forward in support of the campaign. When you see them, please thank 
them for their generosity and efforts. If a member of our campaign volunteer team reaches out to talk with you 
about the campaign, please open them with open hearts and minds as they are doing so to help me, Archbishop 
Etienne, and this campaign.  
 
Initially, I thought it was awkward to ask priests and sisters to help lead a campaign for priests and sisters. I didn’t 
choose the priesthood to ask for money. I became a priest to help meet people where they are, as Christ would. I 
realize now, looking back, that this was my call, to serve as Christ. And the more I have heard about the campaign 
and prayed about it, I realize this campaign is not about the call to vocation for any one priest or sister. It is about 
our entire archdiocese’s call to serve as Christ, by building his church in western Washington for the future. The 
goals of this campaign will not only help the priests and sisters of today, but also put their pension and medical 
plans on a sustainable path to benefit our entire archdiocese for many generations to come.  
 
Each parish is asked to do its part in leading the campaign to be successful by requesting parishioners to 
prayerfully consider a three-year pledge to the campaign. Our parish goal is $2.3 million. I know our parish, 
through prayer, hard work and generosity, will do our part to accomplish this goal. St. Louise will receive 15% of 
all funds raised up to our goal for our building fund. Additionally, 85% of any funds raised beyond our goal will be 
returned to our parish! I’m excited to share with you that together with some of our parishioners, Fr. Fabian 
and myself, St. Louise have already raised $429,262 – or 18% of our $2.3 million goal. 
 
You probably have many questions so I invite you to read the list of Frequently Asked Questions about the 
campaign on our parish website at stlouise.org/calledtoserve or pick up a printed copy of the F.A.Q.’s at the 
Parish Center office. You can also send an email to calledtoserveaschrist@stlouise.org. 
 
I ask that you join me in prayer that the Called to Serve as Christ campaign will be successful. And please keep 
your minds, ears and hearts open to the message of this landmark initiative. If we all work together, I know we 
will be richly blessed.  
 
Sincerely in Christ,  
 
 
 
Fr. Gary Zender 
Pastor 


