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29th Sunday of Ordinary Time. 10/16/2021 

Be a servant and a slave 

A few years ago, when our children were younger, we 

went to spend Christmas with family. When preparing the 

table for the Christmas Eve dinner, somebody had the idea 

of writing the names of each person in little pieces of 

paper to put next to each plate. Assigned seating is not a 

family tradition, but the little papers looked cute. And 

then, before dinner, when nobody was looking, the little 

hands of a little boy changed the pieces of paper so that 

he would sit next to grandma. 

Where do we want to sit? What place do we want to 

have? Maybe we are not openly asking for it, but what is 

the place we wish for, in our hearts? 
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We hear in the Gospel the sons of Zebedee making a 

request of place to Jesus: That in his Glory, they may sit, 

one at his right and the other at his left. They probably 

expected Jesus to lead a new earthly kingdom soon, which 

was part of how the people understood the Messianic 

promises. There must be positions of power in this new 

kingdom. Since James and John have been there from the 

beginning and they have shown their commitment to the 

movement, aren’t they good candidates to hold some of 

these positions of power? 

Jesus does not rebuke them, but he teaches them how to 

understand properly this longing in their hearts. 

There is nothing wrong with wanting to be great. It is God 

who has put in our hearts our sense of dignity, our desire 
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for greater things. We wish some sort of recognition, 

approval, perhaps from peers or from family. We want our 

lives to have an impact. We want to make a difference, to 

influence things. We want our work and our presence to 

bring something of lasting value.  

Bossing people around may seem a great way to influence 

and to make a difference. But that is too shallow. The way 

to really make an impact, the way to be great, is to bring 

forth the love of God through service of others. This is 

what can really get to the heart of people and bring 

something of great value. Putting time and effort to 

understand the real needs of others, physical and spiritual, 

and acting moved by love to bring relief, company, 

healing, and especially to bring the truth of Christ. 
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Be great by serving others, Jesus tells us. And then he goes 

further, be first by making yourselves slaves. Because 

there is a risk that, in our zeal for service, we may get too 

attached to the way we want things done. We make 

ourselves slaves of Christ by desiring to serve the way he 

wants it done. To make his love present to others. We 

bring all we are to the task, all our abilities, all our skills, 

but we keep asking him constantly how it is that he wants 

things done. And we listen deeply in prayer. And we trust 

that he knows better than we do, and that he will work 

through us in ways we don’t always understand. He cares 

about each of us deeper than we ever could, and he is 

with us. 

We don’t need to ask God for a special seat. He has 

already put our names in little pieces of paper and put 
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them in a place that is better than anything we could 

imagine, greater than anything we could ask for. A place of 

service with a chalice to drink, but also with a deep impact 

on the lives of many, even if we don’t always see it. A 

place where we are close to God to receive his love and 

consolation. 

Let us approach Christ in this Eucharist asking him to 

strengthen us to stay always faithful to him, to serve with 

love those around us, and to surrender whatever may 

keep us from the greatness he has given us to live. 
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So, be great, make an impact in the work, be a server to 

the needs of those around you, because the love of Christ 

that we show in our service is what can really change the 

lives of people from the inside. 

The meaning of our seat placement representing status. 

Assigned seats. Assigned a place nailed to a cross with one 

robber on his left and another on his right. I sit next to 

Father at Mass. There is a seat and a cross, visible or not, 

but tied together. A difficulty. An inconvenience suffered 

for integrity, for love. Fruitful.  

Desire for a role, for prominence, for impact, for influence, 

I made a difference. This desire is put there by God. We 



7 
 

may be blinded by appearances, by power. Rules of the 

world exercise power. Will to power. 

Yes, be great, be the first. By being a servant, a slave, by 

giving your life. It will have great impact where it counts. 

The chalice is your lot in life, not the result of chance, but 

offered by God as the best for you, even if not 

comfortable. Bigger than you can imagine, better than 

what you can ask for. There is a seat prepared for you, for 

me, and a cross that comes that will strengthen our love 

and will impact many. Infirmity, suffering, affliction. Given 

by our context and accepted to grow in love. Be first in 

love. Best seat in the house. 

What are the good news? 
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Serve in the middle of your circumstances, following 

Christ. 

They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, Jesus 

walking ahead of them. 


