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Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  9/8/2021 

We celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Traditions tell us that Mary’s parents were St 

Joachim and St Anne. They were old and righteous but had 

no children. They prayed to God for a child, and their 

prayer was answered in the birth of Mary. And they 

presented Mary at the temple when she turned three 

years old. 

This story relates Mary’s birth to others in the Old 

Testament. Two similar stories are those of Isaac and of 

the prophet Samuel. 

Like Abraham and Sarah having Isaac in their old age, 

against all natural expectation. Isaac was the fulfillment of 

the promise of God for an offspring who would become a 
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large people, the people of God. Mary, in her turn, would 

become mother of the Church. 

Like Hanna, the mother of the prophet Samuel. Hanna did 

not have children, but she prayed fervently to God, 

promising that, if she was favored with a son, this son 

would be dedicated to the Lord. Samuel was born and he 

served the Lord all his life, anointing the first king of Israel, 

and anointing king David. Mary, in her turn, would be 

dedicated to the Lord and would give birth to the true 

king, Jesus. 

We find Mary in the Gospel, a 12- or 13-year-old girl, who 

lives in the small town of Nazareth. She is visited by the 

angel Gabriel, who announces God’s will for her to be the 

mother of Jesus, the Savior. And her answer is, “I am the 
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handmaid of the Lord”. This answer reveals a vocation and 

a habit that she has developed since her birth: to stay in 

the presence of God, to keep her eyes on the hands of her 

master, to chose to serve him, to do his will. By the time of 

the annunciation, Mary has said “yes” to God many, many 

times, and this has already become a humble attitude for 

her. Trusting in God again she goes forward. 

As we meditate on the birth of the Most Blessed Virgin 

Mary, let us ask for her intercession and her guidance, so 

that we also may be more inclined every day to listen and 

to follow the voice of God, and to bring the saving 

presence of Christ to the world, in just the way that God 

has ordained for each of our lives. 


