
 Do you ever think about the crucifix? 

 Maybe take a moment now and picture it in your mind or if you can see the one up here take a good look at it. 

 And when I speak of a crucifix I don’t simply mean a cross, no I’m talking about a crucifix --- a cross with our Lord Jesus 

 on it. 

 It’s such a familiar symbol --- such a common portrayal of Jesus --- that we might  not  have given it serious  thought in a 

 long time. 

 So hold that image in your mind. 

 Does it induce any certain reactions from you? 

 Now imagine you walked into some other building somewhere and there was a depiction of some execution on the wall for 

 all to see. 

 Would that strike you as odd? 

 Would it shock you? 

 Would it anger you? 

 Would it sadden you? 

 Would it make you want to look away, make you want to avert your gaze as quickly as possible? 

 Maybe all of the above? 

 It should. 

 I think sometimes we all get very used to seeing a crucifix because we see it in so many different locations. 

 Of course, we see them in Catholic places all the time. 

 But we often also have them on the walls of our houses, and sometimes in our cars. 

 I have one hanging from all my rear view mirrors. 

 Of course I have Jesus looking forward hanging off my mirror so I can drive safely, and maybe avoid a speeding ticket… 

 We also see them hanging from rosaries, on cemetery memorials, in priceless works of art and hanging around the necks 

 of some of us. 

 Yes, we display them in many settings --- and maybe that’s why it’s so easy for us to no longer try to find much meaning 

 from them, easy for us to hardly ever consider what that image of Jesus might be saying to us --- the meaning behind the 

 symbol. 

 I know some of you are thinking, “Wait, wait, wait a minute--- the meaning is pretty obvious --- that Jesus has saved us.” 

 And you would  not  be wrong. 

 Each time we see a crucifix we can certainly be reminded of that. 

 And the importance of that reality cannot be overstated. 

 In our profession of faith we all say: 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 But is that all? 

 Does a crucifix ONLY mean that? 



 In today’s gospel we heard Jesus say, “Before all this happens, however, they will seize and persecute you, they will hand 

 you over . . . .” 

 Jesus, as he often does, is saying some pretty tough things to those willing to listen. 

 And that’s because  what  he’s telling them is almost  certainly going to scare some of them off, certainly going to make 

 some wonder if they really want to keep buying what Jesus is selling, certainly going to make some question if they’ve 

 hitched their wagon to the wrong guy. 

 Anyone of Jesus’s followers hearing his words  that  day  might have been thinking, “All the beautiful  things Jesus has said. 

 I’m all for that. 

 All the stuff about loving and forgiving and sharing?  All good. 

 And telling us how precious we are in God’s eyes?  I love that. 

 But this --- all this stuff about persecutions and suffering and even death? 

 I don’t want any part of that. 

 I thought following him would put me in God’s good graces, put me in line to receive God’s blessings and healings and 

 such. 

 But if it doesn’t mean that, I’m  not  interested in  signing on.” 

 The followers back then were probably hearing these things for the first time. 

 But we can’t use that excuse --- for the reality of what Jesus was saying is staring us in the face all the time. 

 The crucifix. 

 That ever present symbol that has become completely commonplace, a symbol that many of us, including myself at times, 

 have become kind of “numb” to. 

 Maybe “numb” is too strong a word --- I know that the crucifix can, at times, bring about some strong emotions. 

 But I would say that most of the emotions that arise in our hearts and minds stem solely from imagining what Jesus 

 experienced. 

 And those emotions, of course, are honest and appropriate and essential in embracing the Christian way of life. 

 But  what  we must never forget is that what we see  on a crucifix is  not only  an expression of Jesus’  suffering, it’s also a 

 reminder of what  WE  can expect if we try to love as  Jesus loves. 

 That’s the price of following God in all things, the price of following  in  Jesus’ footsteps. 

 That’s the price of spreading the gospel in today’s apostolic time. 

 Are we willing to pay that price? 

 Now, don’t misunderstand me --- I’m  not  saying that  we need to SEEK OUT suffering, that we need to actually go looking 

 for pain and sorrow and disappointment and grief.  The crucifix is  not  telling us that. 

 But it is telling us that there are real consequences for doing the right thing, 

 real consequences for remaining faithful, 

 real consequences for putting  God’s  will ahead of  our own. 

 The LIE is believing that faith protects us from pain, keeps us from sorrow and any type of heartache. 



 There are some people that will tell that lie in attempt to draw people into their particular way of thinking. 

 But we must  never  do that, for Jesus tells us otherwise. 

 Our faith tells us otherwise. 

 And the crucifix tells us otherwise. 

 But the good news is we know that the story doesn’t end there --- and that makes all the difference. 

 And so, let’s do all we can to remain faithful in the good times and the bad. 

 And may we never let life’s disappointments and hardships lead us  to question  the love God has for each one  of us. 

 The truth is --- he loves us more than we can begin to understand. 

 So just imagine --- imagine what Jesus was willing to give for each one of us. 

 Now imagine what that sacrifice brought about. 

 It brought about the gift of salvation. 

 All we have to do is believe in Him and never let the price discourage us 

 from buying,,,, 

 what Jesus is selling. 


