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As you can imagine, I have a lot of religious conversations with people.  

Sometimes they are with people who know me well.  

Sometimes they are with people who know me a little.  

And sometimes they are with people I have just met.

  

And being Catholic I feel a responsibility to represent the faith as best I can --- I want to 

be able to explain the Church’s teachings, give reasonable arguments for them, and 

even defend them in a firm way if necessary.  

People --- Catholics and non-Catholics alike --- often have many questions and 

complaints and even misinformation regarding what the Church believes, how it 

worships, and what it stands for.  

And I don’t have to tell you that it’s really hard to pack 2000 years of Catholic thought 

and tradition into a five-minute conversation.

I’m sure some, if not most of you, have been in the same situation.

And if you haven’t,, I can just about guarantee you will at some time in your life.

But can you imagine the job the early disciples had?

They had a massive task ahead of them.  

They had a very important story to tell --- a one in all of history kind of story.  

They would be responsible for telling others about Jesus, a man unlike any other man 

they had ever known.  

They would tell others what he said and all the parables he told them.  

They would share the teachings, healings and all the miracles.  

And they would tell the greatest story of them all --- the story that truly changed 

everything --- that Jesus hadn’t simply been put to death, but that he had been raised 

from the dead and appeared to them.  

Death,, had no power over this man.  

And that could only mean one thing --- that God was with him and working through 

him.
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Yes, those disciples would surely have a lot to SAY by telling others about Jesus.

However, Jesus knew that wouldn’t be enough.  

I think it’s fair to say that he knew that nothing they could say --- no matter how 

fantastic or miraculous --- would make one bit of difference if it was all just simply 

words.  

No, Jesus knew,,, that what would ultimately change the minds and hearts of others 

was how their belief in Jesus actually changed the way they lived.  

And Jesus wanted to make sure they understood what he wanted above all else --- 

what the true sign of their commitment to Him would be.

“This is how all will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.”

Nothing they could say would matter if their lives weren’t lived in imitation of Jesus.  

And it’s the same for us.

Do you ever wonder if you made any sort of difference in the lives of others?

Do you ever wonder if anyone is closer to Jesus because of what you said to them?  

Does anyone trust Him a little more because of what you said? 

I think we all would like to think so, but we really don’t know.  

But if not, if we haven’t made an impact, why?  

Have we been kind enough?  Have we forgiven enough?  Have we shown enough 

patience?  Compassion?   Understanding?  Have we listened enough?  Consoled 

enough?  Put simply --- Have we loved enough?

We can’t claim to be Catholic, we can’t claim to be a person of faith and a disciple of 

Jesus --- if we refuse to love, if we only share love carefully and if we only love those 

who love us in return. 

To be a good disciple means to show our love to everyone, no matter what.
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But how do we possibly love those who hate us?

How do we show love to people who do not believe as we do,, but believe as the world 

does?

We can ask ourselves a couple of questions.

When we talk to others and give our Christ-centered views on social issues, are we 

giving them in a Christ-centered way? 

Do we come across as loving to those who stubbornly oppose our Christian Catholic 

way of living? 

In other words, do we feel a real love for those who believe in gay marriage, abortion, 

and restricting our freedom to express our religious values? 

So how can we love those who oppose and even hate us because of the beliefs we 

hold so dear?

That answer begins with loving,,,,,,,,, what is unseen.  

When we watch the news or read an article that we know stands against all we stand 
for, what do we think about the speaker or author?  

Many watch the talking heads on TV or picture the writer of the words,,, and their 

blood starts to boils at the nerve of these people to offend God and lead so many 

astray.  

Yet what we don’t see,,, is what is unseen and most important – their souls.  

Their souls are eternal, but darkened, lost and gone astray.  

Only when we look past the words and actions of someone who hates us can we begin 

to love them.  
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We must look deeper within, at their soul that longs for God, but is prevented from 

reconnecting with the Lord.  

The question for each of us is – do we love their souls or judge their flesh?  

Their flesh is outward – the combination of their sin in words and actions.  

Their souls are inward –and in a great battle for possession by either the Holy Spirit or 

evil spirits.  

Satan attacks the soul by attempting to control it with worldly influences that are in 

opposition to God’s will for us.  

We will always find it difficult to love those who don’t love us,, if all we see is the 

external flesh and blood, 

but,, the instruction to love one another becomes much easier to obey when we see 

our connection with others as eternal souls seeking reconciliation and redemption 

through Christ.

To the world, loving the unseen – who and what we cannot see – is a radical way to 

love.  

But it’s Jesus’s type of love – a love possible only through seeing others as Christ sees 

them.  

The crowds wanted to follow Jesus because He treated the hated tax collector, the 

poor fishermen, the outcast prostitutes, and untouchable lepers with dignity. 

 Jesus spoke dignity into people’s lives.  

He saw their value as souls craving to be reunited with the Father, no matter how they 

were currently living their life.
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The love Christ has for all is unconditional and sometimes difficult for us to 

understand.  

But it is Christ’s love for every person’s soul that allows us to demonstrate how to 

have compassion to strangers, evangelize to the lost, and pray for those who 

persecute us today.  

Likewise, Christ love can eliminate our anger toward those who hate us and rekindles 

our sense of responsibility and urgency to lead their souls back to Him.

So maybe it’s our turn now…

Do you love those who disagree with you, or those who hate Christians?  

With abortion taking the headlines today and a Supreme Court decision on Roe vs. 

Wade coming soon, 

our love for those who hate us and our pro-life views,,, will be tested.

Are we ready for that test?

“This is how all will know that you are my disciples,

If you have love for one another.”


