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On October 31, 1999 there was an Egypt Air flight planned to fly from New York to Cairo Egypt.

Scheduled to be on this flight was a young women from Washington DC.

This young woman would be catching a flight from Washington DC to New York that morning and then get on the Egypt 

Air flight to Cairo that afternoon.

A large consulting firm hired this woman and this trip to Egypt was going to be her first assignment.

She was both very excited and also nervous about this major move overseas.  

That morning when she got to the airport in DC she found her flight to New York was delayed by a couple of hours.

This was going to make her connection to Cairo very tight.

When she finally landed in New York she ran to the Egypt Air gate only to discover that she had just missed her plane by 

a minute or two.  

She was angry.  By missing this flight she would also miss a reception being thrown for her in Cairo to welcome her in her 

new home. 

She ended up leaving several hours later, after getting a flight on different airline.  

When she arrived in Cairo she noticed the entire airport was swamped with police and members of the media.  

When she asked her cab driver the reason for the commotion, he informed her that a plane expected to land in Cairo 

earlier that day had crashed in the Atlantic Ocean and there were no survivors - it was the very plane she missed in New 

York.

By missing her original flight,, her life was spared.

Others on that flight were not as blessed as she was.

 

I wonder if any of those who died on that flight knew when they woke up that morning, that it was going to be their last day 

on earth?  

How many of them were really ready to go?  

How many of them lived with a divine and humble confidence that they would be saved if they were to die suddenly that 

day?  

These are questions that the gospel today asks us to think about.

If you were to die today, would you be ready to go?

Our Lord preaches awareness of being ready to make an accounting of our lives.  

He assures us that if we knew when death would come for us, we would be ready.  

However, none of us know for sure when we will take our final breath on this earth.  

Since the Ascension, many people have been curious about when the second coming will happen.  

There have been cults, seminars, books and even movies made about this event.  

As Catholics, we know the answer as to when Christ will come: 

the answer is, that we don't know the answer.  

So we just have to be ready.  

And I am certain that if we all knew that the world was going to end at noon on Monday, the line to visit Father David in 

the confessional would be out the door and down to the fishing hall of fame (Hwy 63 cable). 

So are we supposed live with a sense of urgency about this all the time?  
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On the one hand, we need to avoid the thinking that our lives on earth could end at any moment, that would drive us 

crazy, but at the same time, we need to be ready for it, just in case.

For some people, me included, the mention of this topic may appear to be a little morbid and makes us uncomfortable. I 

am uncomfortable right now talking about it. 

We don't like to talk about death and dying because no matter how prepared we think we can be, we're still worried about 

entering the unknown - the world and life that comes after we are done riding on this spinning ball we call home.  

And yet we just heard Christ tell us to not be afraid any longer because the Father wants to give us the kingdom.  

To me it seems that we all want to go to heaven, but none of us are in a real rush to get there, and we are a little 

reluctant to do what it takes to make ourselves ready for that trip.  

If we are not careful, we can fall into the trap of setting our own terms as to what Christ would want us to do,,, without 

really considering what HE demands that we do to gain eternal life with Him in heaven.          

In particular, Christ tells us to detach from material things and to cling to Him,,,,,,,,, 

for where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. 

So where are our hearts?  

If you asked a random sampling of ten Catholics in the United States as to what their top three goals in life would be, how 
many of them would say that their first priority is,  "To get to heaven."  

Many more, I suspect, would answer,  "Financial security" or "to stay healthy" as their top choice.  

That's not to say that these are bad goals - they're quite good, actually.  

However, should they really be our top goal in life?  

Don't these goals pale in comparison when held up to the brilliance and glory of heaven?

How often do we hear people assume,, that everyone who dies goes to heaven, like its a sure thing?  

Christ clearly states that this is not the case.  

In fact, he identifies the four possible outcomes in today’s gospel that await each person, depending upon how faithful 

they were to God during their lives:

 

First, we have the servant who was vigilant and ready.  

The master of the house would actually wait on these servants, as if the servants had become the master of the house.

  

Second, there’s the servant who lives in sin and seeks his own way, instead of God's way, they will have a place with the 

unfaithful - the place of the damned.  

Third, there is the servant who knows the law of God, but does not make preparations or act in unity with God's plan, they 

will receive a severe punishment - the place we call purgatory.  

Finally, there is the servant who was ignorant of God's law and acts in a way deserving of a severe punishment but shall 

be beaten only lightly - suggesting a lesser form of purgatory.

The idea here is that those who know what is right, but reject God's plan, condemn themselves to a place that isn’t 

heaven or purgatory, its hell.  
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Those who are not prepared to meet God or those who don't die in a state of mortal sin will make restitution for their sins 

in purgatory.  

And those who are sinners out of innocent ignorance will also go to purgatory, but will suffer it in a lesser form.  

So, when you know what God's law is, the idea is that in order to go to heaven, you have to obey God's law. 

So many people think that as long as they're nice people, they'll go to heaven, regardless of whether or not they obeyed 

God's law.  

But in this scenario, WE set the terms for what it takes to get to heaven, in this case - being nice.  

Christ makes no mention of "niceness" as a requirement for entering the Kingdom of heaven.  

The word “nice” is not even in the bible.

So what does Jesus expect? He expects much more - "Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect," Jesus tells us.

The Gospel closes with a very simple but profound line:  

"Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with 

more."  

Each of us, by the mere fact that we are here today, is responding in faith to an invitation to be holy. 

We are indeed entrusted with much.

Yet, many Catholics in this world, this country and this town today, will not go to Mass.  

We all know fallen-away Catholics.  

Have any of us ever invited such a person to return to Mass? 

Return to the Eucharist? 

Is that what is being demanded of us?

We all know somebody. 

Would it hurt to ask them to come back?

  

The Lord will ask each of us to make an accounting of our lives at the end – 

We will be asked how we lived in this life and how many people we helped influence to become holy or to simply return to 

an active practice of the faith. 

I bet the woman who almost died in that airplane accident probably believes that she lives on borrowed time. 

I can’t imagine what that must feel like. I wonder if that event changed her life? Is she living in a state of readiness, ready 

to go whenever the good Lord calls?

 

Eventually we will all board that last flight from this life to the next.

 

Today we need to ask ourselves,  "Am I truly ready to get on that plane?

 

And if I'm not, what am I doing about it?"


