	Last week I spent a lot of time ice fishing in northern Minnesota with 5 other guys. 
It was very windy and the snow was deep enough that we had to use snowmobiles to get around. 
The deep snow made it difficult to drill a lot of holes because we had to shovel each hole before we drilled. 
Because of this, when we found a spot we wanted to fish, we did not drill as many holes as we usually would. 
Usually we would drill 20-30 holes at a time but because of the difficulty of drilling we only drilled 5-10.
This resulted in us limiting our chances to catch fish because we were limited by our own desire to actually put in the extra effort to drill holes in these difficult conditions. 
We wound up spending more time fishing in one place instead of moving around like we normally would do.
So what was the result of our fishing trip? 
We caught a lot of little perch and not many of the jumbo perch we were after.
As I was there on the ice battling the 30 mph winds and deep snow catching these little fish, 
I thought that maybe I should just be the tough guy and start shoveling out more spots to drill so we could up our chances of finding the prize of larger fish. 
But then I thought, you know what, out of the 6 of us fishing, I’m the oldest guy out here, why should I have to do the hardest part? 
I was actually just making excuses in my head as to why I didn’t feel like doing all that extra work.
I talked my self into sitting on my bucket and just catching little perch after little perch. 
I talked myself into being content with my current situation. 
I was just not committed to putting in more effort to grow the size of the fish I was catching.

And, it was at that moment, that it all hit me.
There was a homily waiting to happen in this fishing trip. 

Do you remember the beginning of Lent when Father David said we would be basing our homilies on two main themes, the marks of a disciple and fasting?
Well this is the last of those homilies,,, and this weekend it is about being committed to growth.
So how is an ice fishing trip going to relate to being committed to growth? 

Well, when I thought about not being committed to working harder at fishing and increasing the size of the fish I was catching, 
I also thought about the times I did not feel like working harder to increase and grow the size of my faith. 
How many times have I made excuses and not worked harder on my faith? 
How many times have I been content to just sit on my bucket, or my church pew and just not put much effort into learning more about Jesus? 
Just like I thought it was better to let someone else do the hard work of drilling holes in the wind and snow, was my attitude the same about my faith? 
Am I content to just let someone else be the Eucharistic minister, reader, greeter, lead the stations of the cross or attend that bible study? 
Am I content with just going to Mass once a week or should I be doing more?

But just like I was stuck not growing in my desire and effort to increase the size of my catch, 
I think at times when we all feel stuck trying to increasing our faith.

Growing in faith is one of the most important things you can do. 



But when you get to that place where you feel like you are not growing in your faith, 
It’s important to ask yourself a few questions. 
The answers to these questions may show you either how to take your faith to the next level, or, that you are not as stuck as you thought.
#1- Has God already spoken & is waiting for me to move? 
I knew I should be moving more on the ice but just I didn’t feel like it. 
Are we doing the same with God?
Seeking and praying to God is important, but that is just the first step. 
Listening and obeying are the next steps. 
God often answers our prayers by telling us what our next step should be. 
But in order to grow in your faith, you have to actually take the steps God is calling you to take.

Your faith should always be active and moving. 
It’s easy to feel like you are not growing when you are not taking the steps or following the opportunities God is putting in front of you.
Just like I was stuck fishing in one spot and did not want to move, sometimes we all just get too comfortable in our current situations.

This is something I have been guilty of. 
Whether it is due to fear, doubt, or just laziness, 
NOT listening to God and taking the steps He has put in front of you
 WILL keep you from growing in your faith.

#2- Are you REALLY doing all you can do? 
When I was out on the ice, I surely wasn’t and I knew it.
This is where an honest, self-evaluation comes in. 
It’s not always easy, but it’s really necessary when you truly want to grow in your faith.
 
Are you spending quiet time with God and praying daily? 
Do you have a devotional or Bible study you follow? 
Are you worshiping God, going to the adoration chapel? 
Do you spend time with, and have genuine friendships with other believers?
All these tings can help.

#3- Are you comparing yourself & your faith to others? 
I was comparing myself to the other guys on the ice. 
They weren’t putting any extra effort into drilling more holes, so why should I?
It is so easy to find yourself stuck in the comparison trap. 
When you find yourself here it is so important to remember that God created us all individually and our journeys in life and faith are all different.
When you compare yourself and your faith journey to someone else’s, it’s easy to get frustrated and it can actually diminish any progress you have made. 
Yes, you do need others to help you grow, push, challenge, and encourage you in your faith. 
Yet your goal is not to be just like another person, but to grow and be more like Christ.

The answers to these questions can help you to determine if you are really doing all that you can do,, to grow in your faith.

I found a quote about faith by Pope Benedict XVI, he said:
“Faith is not maintained automatically. It is not a ‘finished business’ that we can simply take for granted. The life of faith has to be constantly renewed.”

I read that and thought how true that is today more than ever. 

If we look around our country and our world today, I think we can clearly see what is happening and what is the result of people of faith not being committed to growth. 

It also makes me see who IS committed to growth. 
Just listen to the news for 10 minutes and you will see who is committed to growth and it is not people of faith. 

It is people who are trying to remove faith from our world, country and our very lives through false teachings and the notion of being politically correct.

So lets not make any more excuses as to why we are not putting in the extra effort and let us all be committed to growth. 
In our world today,,, God needs us all to get off our buckets and out of our pews
and increase the size of our catch.

