
We look back and reflect on 2022. The  
impact of Catholic Charities has been  
immense, as we have continued to operate 
dozens of programs, assist tens of thou-
sands of people, and have been there to  
respond to crises as they have emerged. 
Bishop Sweeney and the Diocesan faithful, 
our board of trustees, employees, volunteers 
and benefactors have been beacons of hope 
through this incredible year. 
It is always difficult to find the words to best 
express our gratitude for the truly humbling 
way you have supported Catholic Charities. 
We cannot thank you enough for your  
kindness during this unprecedented time.  
Together, we accomplished some amazing 
things: 
• In 2020 our world changed abruptly as 

COVID-19 entered our country, state, and 
communities. Over two years later, this  
crisis continues to have an impact on the 
way we live, work, and serve those most  
in need. We continue to feel reverberations 
of the pandemic as including inflation, 
supply chain issues, and additional  
challenges have affected us all, especially 
those who are most vulnerable. 

  – We have worked diligently to keep our 
service recipients and employees safe  
at our residential programs and inpatient 
rehabilitation facilities. 

  – We have hosted outreach, community 
health, and vaccination events. 

  – Over the last two and a half years, we 
have helped more people than ever before 
in our 80-year history. We have pivoted 
many of our programs to provide help 
where it is needed most. We have never 
closed our doors. 

• In addition to support from individual donors, 
kindness shown through the Diocesan  
Ministries Appeal, volunteer hours,  
corporate partnerships, and our fundraising 
events, several funders awarded us with 
grants to improve and expand our services. 

Grant funding we have received in 2022  
included: 

  – A family foundation who wishes to  
remain anonymous, provided us with  
a transformative gift to start 2 new pro-
grams at Straight and Narrow. In 2023,  
we will implement new services and  
enhance current services to provide a  
nutrition and wellness program and a  
career development program. These  
offerings will provide a higher level of  
support for the women and men we  
assist with addictive disorders. 

  – The W. O’Neil Foundation awarded the 
Department for Persons with Disabilities 
with funding to purchase a new  
emergency generator.   

  – Catholic Charities USA provided us  
with funding to hire a new SNAP Benefits 
Coordinator for all of the 3 counties in 
which we provide services. 

  – The We Care We Share Program at the 
Church of Christ the King, New Vernon, 
provided grants to purchase new furniture 
for two of our group homes and to pur-
chase a new generator for our Partnership 
for Social Services program in Franklin. 

  

2022 Year in Review

Santa came to visit many of our programs over  
the Christmas Season, including each of our  
4 preschools.
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Letter from the Executive Team
Dear Catholic Charities Friends, Volunteers and Supporters,   

Thanksgiving, Christmas and the holidays are a joyous time for many. We 
are here for those who struggle during this important time. Those without 
family, those in great need, those who have nowhere left to turn. For some 
of our service recipients, Catholic Charities employees are the only family 
they have.   

During the Christmas Season of 2022, Catholic Charities gave out over 
10,000 presents and thousands of bags of food, despite challenging  
circumstances in the midst of a continuing pandemic.    

We would like to thank the many individuals who gave to Catholic Charities 
during the Christmas Season.  We continue to help more people than any 
time in our 80-year history. We thank everyone who has answered the call 
during this challenging time.   

As we look towards the rest of 2023, and the future of Catholic Charities, 
we see hope, light, and great impact.  

Please continue to keep the Catholic Charities Family in your thoughts. 
Prayers, and giving intentions. We are always here if there is anything  
you need.  

Sincerely,   

The Catholic Charities, Diocese of Paterson Executive Team 

CEO, Catholic Charities 

Executive Director 
Department for Persons 

with Disabilities 

Executive Director 
Straight and Narrow

Executive Director 
Catholic Family and  
Community Services 

Execut ive Team

Joanna Miller

Scott Milliken

Joseph Murray

Angela Nikolovski

In addition to making a monetary contribution to support our  
important ministry, there are many other ways you can help  
Catholic Charities throughout the year.  
Contribute to our Events: Our live events are back; save the 
dates! Visit www.ccpaterson.org for information about all of our 
fundraisers or head to the back page of this newsletter. Sponsor, 
donate, attend, or volunteer.   

Donate Your Car: Donate your car, truck, motorcycle,  
RV, or boat and we'll reach out to you to arrange the  
pick-up of your vehicle donation, at no cost to you.  
You may qualify for a tax deduction while supporting  

a cause that is near and dear to your heart! Visit www.cccars.org  
for more information.  

Donate Clothing: Support individuals in need and  
help raise needed funds for Catholic Charities, Diocese  
of Paterson, by donating your used clothing. Visit: 
www.ccpaterson.org/clothes for more information.  

Donate Food: Catholic Charities 3 food pantries:  
Fr. English Center, Paterson; Hope House, Dover;  
and PSS, Franklin are giving out more food   
than any time in our 80 year history. Donate  
nonperishable foods and make a lasting  
impact by visiting www.ccpaterson.org/food.  
Email info@ccpaterson.org or call 973-944-5543  
for more information on how you can get involved.  

Make a difference



–  The Catholic Human Services Foundation provided funding to 
purchase new cleaning equipment for our Fr. English Food Pantry 
and throughout Catholic Family and Community Services. 

–  The Walmart Foundation, through several of their regional 
stores, awarded our agencies with unrestricted funding to better 
assist those most in need. 

–  A funder who wishes to remain anonymous provided us with a 
grant to reinvigorate our Fixit Program and start a Chore Program 
at Hope House in Dover. These programs provide help and 
create hope for seniors throughout Morris County. 

–  We also received funding to install new flooring at Hope House 
and a new HVAC system at DPD from a foundation who wishes 
to remain anonymous. 

• We are proud to be part of the Diocese of Paterson Family.  
On Jan. 9th, the Diocese of Paterson inaugurated a Year of  
the Eucharist. The purpose of this year is to promote a renewed 
appreciation, understanding, and devotion of the Eucharist.  
Representatives from Catholic Charities were also invited to  
participate in the Synod on Synodality, a journey and process of 
listening to one another to recognize the voice of the Holy Spirit. 
Catholic Social Teaching is at the core of all we do and we are 
proud to provide support and individualized spiritual services to 
those we serve, regardless of religious belief. 

• In early January, Catholic Charities CFO, Rocco Zappile retired 
after 30 years of service to our organization. In February, Mukesh 
Saxena was named our new CFO. Mukesh has brought a wealth 
of experience from both the corporate and nonprofit sectors. 

• On January 18th, we celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of 
Service, with volunteers from St. Joseph's Health and Montclair 
State University visiting and assisting at our Fr. English Food Pan-
try. Congratulations to our own Archie Burrell who was recog-
nized by St. Joseph's Health as their Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
2022 Community Health Award. Archie is our lead case manager 
and a dedicated advocate for those most in need. 

• We appreciate the support of our local and regional media  
partners. In February, Jenna DeAngelis of CBS New York visited 
our Fr. English Food Pantry to highlight the impact of inflation on 
those who need help the most. 

• In February, we assisted with the Point in Time Homeless Count 
in Paterson. Each day we provide help and create hope for  
hundreds of individuals who are homeless or at risk of becoming 
homeless. The people we reached out to were referred to  
charitable organizations, such as ours, for support. 

• In February, we joined Bishop Sweeney and Pope Francis in 
prayer for our sisters and brothers in Ukraine and visited St.  
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Passaic to show solidarity 
with our friends there. As relief efforts continue to evolve, we will 
continue to offer our support to those impacted by this crisis  
settling in our local communities. 

• On St. Patrick’s Day, we held our 52nd Annual Murray House 
Dinner Dance virtually. This event honored and celebrated individ-
uals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and those 
who make a difference in their lives. For the first time in 3 years, 
we will be bringing this event back to a live format.  Please save 
the date: February 19th, 2023 at the Brownstone in Paterson. 

• Catholic Charities continues to support and advocate for vet-
erans in need. In March, Catholic Charities Veterans Services 
partnered with the VA NJ Health Care System, Bergen County 
Veterans Services, and the Bergen County Rise Suicide Preven-
tion Coalition to distribute gun locks as part of the VA's ongoing 
Suicide Prevention 2.0. In August, we were part of an inspiring 
event in Wanaque, unveiling fully furnished apartment housing for 
veterans. In the fall, we held our very first Interfaith Suicide 
Awareness Seminar. This is in addition to so much more we have 
done and continue to do for those who have served our country. 

• Over the past two years dear friend Fr. John Catoir established 
the St. Jude Fund for the Children of the Poor within Catholic 
Charities. This fund has supported children and families in crisis 
who are not eligible for any other sort of funding.  In April, Fr.  
Catoir went home to live in eternal joy with the Lord, but his  
legacy will live on through our St. Jude Fund. 

• We are a proud Catholic Charities USA Member Agency.  
In March, we nominated volunteers Jennifer Minervino (DPD),  
Deacon Eric Kispert (Straight and Narrow), and Peyton Triano 
(CFCS) as our representatives for the CCUSA Volunteer of the 
Year Award. Peyton was chosen by CCUSA as one of 6 finalists 
for the entire country. At only 13 years old, Peyton has been an 
inspiration. Later in the year, Peyton and the Father English Food 
Pantry were featured on the nationally syndicated George to the 
Rescue. Her segment can be viewed here: George to the  
Rescue, Peyton Triano. 
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2022  Year in Review (cont’d from cover)

continued on pg 4

Congratulations to volunteer Peyton Triano, who in March of 2022 was 
recognized as one of 6 finalists for the Catholic Charities USA Volunteer 
of the Year Award.
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• June marked our return to full, live fundraising events. On June 
12th, alongside the Knights of Columbus, we hosted the NJ Army 
Tank Pull to benefit veterans in need. This event welcomed a 
record 45 teams, and over 1,000 guests. On June 20th we held 
our Wiegand Farm Golf Classic, in memory of event founder Jack 
Kelly, welcoming a record 400 golfers to Crystal Springs Resort. 
Also in June, Diocese of Paterson parishes participated in the 
Corpus Christi Food Drive, the first live, diocesan wide drive  
since 2019. 

• In June, our beloved Executive Director of Catholic Family and 
Community Services (CFCS), Buby "Bob" Jacob, died suddenly 
and tragically. Bob was a loving, kind-hearted and beautiful man. 
He was a central part of our ministry at Catholic Charities for 40 
years. Bob devoted his life to helping the poor, marginalized and 
underserved. In September, Joseph Murray was appointed new 
CFCS Executive Director on the 21st anniversary of his original 
hire. Bob’s legacy will live on through the good works of Catholic 
Charities and the Bob Jacob Unmet Needs Fund which was  
recently founded by his adoring family. 

• On July 1st Bishop Kevin Sweeney celebrated his 2-year  
anniversary, as Bishop of the Diocese of Paterson. We thank  
our Shepherd for his leadership, selflessness, and dedication  
to helping those most in need! 

• As a nonprofit organization helping the most vulnerable, we are 
committed to to transparency. In August, we earned GuideStar 
Platinum Seals for all of Catholic Charities, the Department for 
Persons with Disabilities, Straight and Narrow, and Catholic 
Family and Community Services. 

• We are blessed to support veterans of World War II through our 
current and ongoing conflicts. In July, we participated in the  
Vietnam Memorial Moving Wall Grand Opening Ceremony at the 
County College of Morris. There are 58,307 names now listed in 
the wall and 1,563 from New Jersey. 

• On March 5, 1965 The Department for Persons with Disabilities 
was established by Bishop James J. Navagh; Father John "Jack" 
Wehrlen was named our first Executive Director. Fr. Wehrlen was 
a pioneer in advocating for and supporting people with intellec-
tual and developmental disabilities. Sadly, Fr. Jack passed away 
on July 24th. His legacy will live on through the DPD Family. 

• We are grateful to TJ and his mother Joellen Scillieri. In  
September, they hosted the 1st Annual Creating Hope Beefsteak 
Fundraiser benefitting Straight and Narrow. This event raised 
needed funds and awareness for our life-saving agency  
supporting hundreds of women and men in recovery each day. 

• In addition to our over 70 programs, we are a crisis response 
agency. In October, we worked alongside the Red Cross and 
many other community partners to help, relocate and provide 
comfort for dozens of individuals impacted by a devastating  
fire in Passaic. 

• We strive to provide a high level of quality care and support  
across all of our programs. In October, the Department for  
Persons with Disabilities received COA (Council on Accreditation) 
reaccreditation. “COA’s program of quality improvement is  
designed to identify providers that have met high performance 
standards and have made a commitment to their stakeholders. 
COA is proud to recognize Department for Persons with  
Disabilities, Catholic Charities Diocese of Paterson as one  
of these outstanding providers,” said Jody Levison-Johnson  
President & CEO of COA.  CFCS is also COA accredited and 
Straight and Narrow is CARF (Commission on Accreditation of 
Rehabilitation Facilities) accredited. 

• Every other Saturday we host food distribution events at our  
Fr. English Food Pantry in Paterson. On October 29, Proof  
Logistics Group sponsored the entire day and enabled us to  
provide hot meals/food trucks, trunk or treat, face-paintings,  
balloon animals, music and portraits for our pantry shoppers and 
children. 75 volunteers attended (including friends from Lambda 
Sigma Upsilon Latino Fraternity), Most importantly, 500 families 
were given groceries to help them through the weeks ahead. 

• In November, Notre Dame of Mt. Carmel Parish in Cedar Knolls, 
with our assistance and collaboration with Catholic Charities USA 
hosted a drive to support individuals and families impacted by 
Hurricane Ian. The parish and local donors filled a 54 foot truck 
which was later transported to Florida. 

• Our first live gala in 3 years, the 2022 Caritas was a celebration  
of all of those who enable us to provide help and create hope. 
Congratulations to our incredible honorees: The Order of Malta - 
NJ Area, Diocese of Paterson; Roger Forman; Marie Cioletti and 
the Special Needs Ministry at St. Mary's Church Pompton Lakes; 
and the Hovey Family. 

2022 Year in Review (cont’d from page 3)

Thank you to Proof Logistics for their support of the Fr. English  
Food Pantry!

continued on pg 5
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2022 Year in Review (cont’d from page 4) 

• On November 20, longtime board member Karen Lordi led her 
50th Annual Christmas Organ Concert to benefit our Youth Risk 
Reduction Programs. We are proud to provide help and create 
hope for teenagers and preteens. We are grateful to Karen for  
her 50 years of love, support, and beautiful Christmas music. 

• On November 22nd, we held our third annual Thankful Giving 
Meal Distribution Event. This event was made possible through 
the generous support of Karen Abrams and Kathya Arevalo. 
Through dozens of donations, we were able to provided 560  
hot meals, beautifully catered by In Thyme caterers, to families  
in need. 

• Prior to Thanksgiving and with the help of the Community Food-
bank of New Jersey, numerous parishes, hundreds of donors and 
dozens of volunteers we were able to give out over 8,000 turkeys 
and roasters, 1,600 holiday meal kits, and thousands of pounds 
of food to those most in need. 

• In December, Straight and Narrow’s own Michael Jackson was 
featured on the front page of the NJ Record and on NJ.com.  
Mr. Jackson, a retired MLB star told his story of addiction, recovery 
and hope. You can read the full story here: NorthJersey.com  
article Straight and Narrow’s Michael Jackson 

• Through the Christmas Season we have given out over 5,000 
gifts, mostly to children. This generosity was made possible 
through numerous giving endeavors, including the annual  
Delbarton Christmas Drive, and over 2 dozen parish, business, 
and service group gift drives. We also brought back a full slate of 
Christmas celebrations, hosting our first ever employee Christmas 
Party for all of our dedicated staff, bringing back our DPD  
Christmas celebration for the individuals served within our  
residential programs, and welcoming Bishop Sweeney to  
Straight and Narrow for a Christmas prayer service. We have 
been amazed by the outpour of support this Christmas Season! 

Thank you for enabling us provide help and create hope for those 
most in need. We are looking forward to a 2023 filled with love, 
growth, and impact!

 

We gave out 
over 5,000 
Christmas 
Gifts in 2022.  
Pictured is 
Billy from  
the Depart-
ment for  
Persons with 
Disabilities, 
Wallace 
House with  
Santa Claus. 

Event Held at Jefferson Township High School to raise funds 
and awareness for DPD 
After a 3 year hiatus we thank the Jefferson Township Boys  
basketball team and entire Jefferson Township High School 
family for again celebrating the Department for Persons with  
Disabilities at their Dunk for Disabilities Event on January 27th.  
The event welcomed nearly all of our group homes and many 
guests from the Oak Ridge Community. DPD residents were  
honorary team captains, cheerleaders, and half time “all-stars.”  
4 students were chosen at random to take their chance at the 
$10,000 Progressive Shot challenge and just fell short. Jefferson 
Township got the win against Delbarton 58-51. A great time was 
had by all!  

Dunking for Disabilities

creating hope - 
program news

Straight and Narrow Staff Member an  
inspiration to many 
We are proud of our own Straight and Narrow staff member,  
Michael Jackson who was presented with a key to the City of  
Paterson on January 16th! Thank you Mayor Andre Sayegh!  
Sadly, his Major League Baseball career was derailed by drugs 
but by the grace of God, he turned his life around and now he is 
an All-Star advocate for people struggling with addiction.  
In December, Mr. 
Jackson’s inspiring 
story was featured in 
the Record and  
Herald News.  
We are blessed to  
provide help and 
create hope for people 
in recovery and are 
grateful to Michael  
and our staff who  
work tirelessly to  
make a difference! 

Key to the City
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creating hope - program news

Apostle of Charity 
Congratulations to Board Member, Dennis Murray!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are proud of our board member and friend, Dennis Murray, 
who received the 2023 DePaul Catholic High School Alumni 
Apostle of Charity Award! 
Dennis and the entire Murray family have been our supporters 
and advocates for nearly 60 years. Their legacy spans five  
loving generations 
A well-deserved achievement for a wonderful person! 
 

Program Spotlight: Hope House’s 
Fix It Program 
Proudly helping seniors throughout Morris County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that our Fix It Program at Hope House has been in  
existence since the 1970’s? 
These are some of the services we offer to seniors over 60 and 
people with disabilities living in Morris County: 
• Safety assessments 
• Minor home repairs 
• Installation of grab bars, CO2 and smoke detectors 
If you are a senior or know of a senior that can use our services, 
please email us at info@ccpaterson.org or call us at 973-361-5555 
ext. 3036 to make an appointment. 

Winter Veterans Wonderland
Proudly giving back to veterans at the 
Paramus Veterans Home 

In January, our Veterans Program and the  
NJ SOS Veterans Stakeholders Group  
sponsored a visit to and event at the Paramus 
Veterans Memorial Home. Here they spent 
the day, entertained the residents by playing 
music, and served hot chocolate and  
other treats.  
Thank you to New Jersey Department  
of Military and Veterans Affairs for the  
opportunity to do this for our heroes.  
We are looking forward to continuing this  
partnerships and ensuring that our  
veterans are never forgotten!
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We congratulate Rosemary Kehoe, DPD’s Volunteer of the Year 

Rosemary Kehoe came to DPD at the very start of the pandemic, when lock downs and isolating 
indoors were the norms at the time.  For the DPD group home resident, life was lonely.   
Rosemary came to Lori Flynn’s office and asked if she could get volunteer hours as a new DPD 
volunteer for her Special Education certification, a degree she was seeking, not for a specific job 
in education, but to help her son who is on the autism spectrum. Rosemary holds a high position 
in her professional career but that did not stop her from fitting in lots of long hours at the group 
homes. 
With Covid restrictions on high alert, Rosemary would meet with our residents outdoors on patios 
and back yard decks, with Bingo games and prizes, snacks and her beautiful smile to accompany 
her lovely Irish brogue.  We will never forget her kindness. 
To support or learn more about the 2023 Murray House Dinner Dance please visit  
www.ccpaterson.org/murray. Congratulations Rosemary! 

In the Spirit of Marilyn Murray Keenan

Volunteers help provide 560 catered meals for those in need 
In the fall of 2020, with COVID-19 at its peak, Karen Abrams and 
her family were moved by the many stories of those in need, and 
the organizations serving the community who help them.  
Together with the help of Kathya Arevalo, they identified Catholic 
Charities' At-Risk Youth Programs as a group that would benefit 
from some additional cheer around the holidays. They were  
able to raise enough funds to serve delicious 4 course meals  
to 60 families in need. In 2022 they provided over 300 meals to 
families in need.  
In 2023, Karen, Kathya and their supporters took this event to  
a new level - raising enough funds to feed 560 families! This  
special event helped over 2,000 children, women and men 2 
days before Thanksgiving. We are thankful!  

Thankful Giving

Providing Help - Volunteer News

A Fr. English Food Pantry Family at the Thankful Giving Event 

We are looking for devoted volunteers who 
would like to make a difference in the lives of 
those in need.  
 
To learn more about our volunteer opportunities 
at any of our agencies, please email 
info@ccpaterson.org or call any of one  
of our volunteer coordinators.

New Volunteers, 
We Need You!
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