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The St Stephen’s Women’s Organization would like to thank all St Stephen’s  parishioners for your tremendous generosity. 
We are humbled and grateful for your participation and donations to Dress an Angel. We wrapped up our Dress an Angel 

project on Sunday December 13th.  This year we were able to provide a joyous Christmas to 100 families including  264 
children from the Headstart program and their siblings. We would also like to thank the following individuals  for their time 

and efforts in making this project a success: 

Father Rodney and Father Freddy 

Members of the St. Stephens Women’s Organization and their families 

Helping Hands of Midland 

Employees of Midland Memorial Hospital  

MISD AFJROTC 

Father Tim, Francisco Tejada and the St. Ann’s  youth group 

Gracias de parte de la Organización de Mujeres de San Esteban por su generosidad con nuestro proyecto de Dress an Angel. 

Thank you, 

Carmen Rodelo 

SSWO 

In November, the country of Honduras endured two back-to-back hurricanes, Eta and Iota, which caused rampant 
devastation in the country, including mass homelessness and poverty. Our diocese has been in partnership with two 
dioceses in Honduras, San Pedro Sula and La Ceiba, since Hurricane Mitch destroyed their land 20 years ago. This 
partnership, called the Hermanamiento or Sisterhood, has allowed our dioceses to offer one another support and 
resources in times of need. In the spirit of the Hermanamiento, our diocese is taking up a special emergency collection 
for hurricane relief for the Dioceses of San Pedro Sula and La Ceiba. On Dec. 27th our parish will take up this special 
collection. Donations can be made by www.sanangelodiocese.org/donations. If you choose to make a donation online, 
please choose “Honduras Hurricane Relief” from the dropdown menu to ensure that your donation goes to our sister 
dioceses in Honduras for hurricane relief. 
En noviembre, el país de Honduras sufrió dos huracanes consecutivos, Eta e Iota, que causaron una devastación 
desenfrenada en el país, incluida la pobreza y la falta de vivienda masiva. Nuestra diócesis ha estado asociada con 
dos diócesis en Honduras, San Pedro Sula y La Ceiba, desde que el huracán Mitch destruyó su tierra hace 20 años. 
Esta asociación, llamada Hermanamiento o “Sisterhood,” ha permitido que nuestras diócesis se ofrezcan apoyo y 
recursos mutuamente en tiempos de necesidad. En el espíritu del Hermanamiento, nuestra diócesis está llevando a 
cabo una colecta de emergencia especial para el alivio del huracán para las Diócesis de San Pedro Sula y La Ceiba. El 
Dec. 27th nuestra parroquia tomará esta colecta especial. Las donaciones pueden hacerse mediante 
www.sanangelodiocese.org/donations. Si opta por hacer una donación en línea, elija "Honduras Hurricane Relief" en el 
menú desplegable para asegurarse de que su donación vaya a nuestras diócesis hermanas en Honduras para recibir 
ayuda por el huracán. 
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ST. STEPHEN’S CONFESSION  
SCHEDULE 

 
Monday - Friday 

6:45 am - 7:00 am & 5:00 - 5:30 pm 
 

Saturday 
7:45 am - 8:00 am; 4:00 - 4:45 pm 

 
Sunday 

8:15 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.; 11:15 a.m. - 
11:45 a.m.; 4:15 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.  

Anytime by appointment. 

Monday, December 28th-The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
7:00 am   †Johnie Lee Qualls by Family 
5:30 pm   †Adam Lara by Family 

 
Tuesday, December 29th-5th Day within the Octave of the 
Nativity of the Lord 
7:00 am Chad Daniel & Anthony Kiefer & Families   
5:30 pm Steve Oetting by Family  

 
Wednesday, December 30th– 6th Day within the Octave of the 
Nativity of the Lord 
7:00 am Lisa Repman & Family  
5:30 pm Daminh-Diem  

 
Thursday, December 31st– 7th Day within the Octave of the 
Nativity of the Lord 
7:00am   Erik Mumcy & Family  
5:30pm  Marci Wilson
 
First Friday, January 1st– Mary, of God 
7:00am   For the Parish 
5:30pm  †Patrick Paul Dupre by Mom 
 
First Saturday, January 2nd-Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory 
Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors of the Church 
8:00 am Cora Rodriguez  
5:00 pm †Johnie Lee Qualls by Family
 

January 3rd-Epiphany of the Lord 
9:00 am For the Parish  
12:00 pm †Meregildo Martinez Cruz  

5:00 pm  Jenny Daley(Total Healing) by John & Sarah McDonald 

Last Week’s 
Collection  
      

*Collections/Mailed in/
Dropped off: 

 
Regular Deposit  
   $10,429.00 
Other Income  
   $431.97** 
Second Collections  
   $2,021.00*  

*Includes contributions for: 
Christmas Flowers, Food for 
the Poor, Helping Hands & 
Retirement for Religious   

 

 **Includes contributions for: 
#iGiveCatholic Campaign  

Mass Intentions 
For the week of December 27th, 2020 

Our office will be 
opened from 8am-

12pm Thursday 
December 31st.  
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December 27 
Janet Acosta 

Analise Antillon 
Natalia Carmona 
Martha Carrasco 

Biane Galindo 
Belinda Garcia 

Santiago Juarez 
Yvonne Lentner 
Graciela Luna 

Marisol Marquez 
Gustavo Mendoza 

Jesus Enrique Morales 
Gabriel Navarrete 

Leo Orozco 
Andrew Qualls  

Reynaldo Ramirez 
Lamberto Rosas 

 

December 29 
Willie Abalos 

Harold Brenner 
Christina 

Gabby Duarte 
Ava Garcia  

Karina Garcia 
Christopher Gutierrez 

Miriam Mendoza 
Christopher Pane 
Anthony Reyes 
Joseph Reyes 

Gautier Toukam 
Andrew Waugh 
Yvette Zaragoza 

 

December 30 
 Jesus Chavez 

Isabella Fuentes 
Diana Gallegos 
Fernado Garcia 
Andrew Gomez 

Sammy Gonzales 
Laura G. Jimenez Cruz 

Anthony Moreno 
Debbie Wolfe 

Deborah Wolfe 
 

December 31 
Issaias Chavez 
Julia Chavez 

Cesar Cordova 
Marlie Davis 
Melvin Dunn 
Jayla Garcia 
Felipe Lazos 

Janeth Moreno 
Citlali Munoz 
Jesus Ramos 
Jane Russell 
Teresa Sailer 
Andy Torres  

January 1 
Levan Aguilar 

Juan Jose Anaya 
Modesto Armendariz 

Edgar Baeza 
Paz Carrizales 
Imelda Catalan 

Breanna Catano 
Lucero Cantreras 

Orlia Mata 
Alexavier  Miranda 

Rylan Montes 
Gloria Parson 

Valerie Saucedo 
Robert Sharum 

Brock Theompson 
Floyd White 

 
January 2 

Renda Breithaupt 
Jose A, Cisneros 
Jonathan Farmer 

Kendra Fernandez 
Jacob Klein 

Oscar Lujan Jr. 
Ancel Mariscal 

Viviana Martinez 
Ruben Mata 
Laura Ochoa 

Carolina Ramos 
Jennet Yanez 

 
 

,Precious Medires, Julian Rodriguez, Ruth 
Alvardo, Burdette Family, Vasquez Family, 
Isaiah V., Carlota V., Rod T., Judy D., Mary 
Helen Smith, Candace Rosas. A.J Garrett, 
Dolores Higgins, Alexia Aguirre, Larry White, 
Arthur Garcia, Domingo Carrizales, Colter 
Marcum, Joe Teagarden, Raul Lujan, Adamari 
Rosas, Gloria K, Magdalena Mendoza, Stella 

Torres, Alma Garcia, Joe Teagarden, Dayton Martinez, Natalie Gamboa, Ruby 
Morales, Alfonso Marquez, Avery King Jr., Dora Lopez, Mary Bryan, Elida 
Rodriguez, Mendoza Family, Christian Molina, Claudia Molina, Valerie C., Cory 
& baby Javier, Andy Stone, Daniel & Alicia, Isaiah V., Julia G, Julia H. ,Jerome 
Hoelscher, Margaret Rios, Erick Baeza, Oscsar Gonzalez, Ana Gallegos, Rosa 
Reyes, Ema Saucedo, Kenny D, Nike R, Rosie Sanchez, Terri Florez, Maria 
Rodriguez, Sharon Stuard, Laura, Jesse Pena, Teresa Pena, baby Noah Kai 
Russell , Maris Brown, Emma Valdez,  Yolanda Rodriguez, Tommy Lee, Nancy 
Damico, Elia Ramirez, Ramirez Daughter, Larry White, Gracias Jiron, Bob 
Breeze, Ana Laura Alvarado Moreno, Arnold  and Sandra Trevino , Matthew & 
Michelle Parker, Donna Mae Repman 
 

Email Frontdesk@ststephensmidland.com or call the office at 520-7394 to be 
added to the prayer list!  If someone needs to be removed from prayer list 

please contact the office to remove request.  Thank you! 
Envíe un correo electrónico a frontdesk.sscc@att.net o llame a la oficina al  
520-7394 para ser incluido en la lista de oración!  Si alguien necesita ser 

removido de la lista de oración, por favor comuníquese con la oficina.  Gracias! 

RCIA NEWS  
We are excited about RCIA on Tuesdays, at 6:45 PM in the Church 
parlor for English and Room 11 for Spanish.  
Please wear masks and practice social distancing 
There will be NO Childcare provided.  It is free; we have a lot of fun 
as we learn our wonderful Catholic faith. Would you like to learn about 
the faith of Catholic Christianity? Are you interested in becoming a full 
member of the Catholic Church? Do you need your Sacraments of 
Initiation (Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confirmation)? Then RCIA is for 
you!  RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and it is a 
journey of exploration and initiation into the Catholic Church. RCIA is 
fun, safe, faith-building discovery of Jesus Christ and the Church He 
started. RCIA will change your life. It will bring you closer to Jesus. Is 
God calling you? The Catholic Church welcomes you! “RCIA” stands for 
the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. It is the process by which 
adults come into full communion with the Catholic Church. 
If you are interested in RCIA or know someone who needs their 
Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, First Holy Eucharist and 
Confirmation), we would love to have you join us! All you have to do is 
send an email to billberry100@aol.com for English 
or to vbJaquez@outlook.com for Spanish, or pre-register at the Parish 
office in person or via telephone 432-520-7394. 
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Youth News 

The Brothers of Mount Carmel 
Hermitage will not be able to sell 

their products this year in the 
Church because of COVID. 

However any help you can give 
them by your donations or by 
buying their products through 

their website is greatly 
appreciated. They assure you of 
their prayers and please do not 

forget them in your charity 
during this difficult time. 

 
http://www.carmelitehermits.org/

index.htm 

 

A Prayer for Faith in the New Year 
Lord, even though I woke up with the 
same troubles I had yesterday, I know 
there is great power in my choices. So 
today, dear God, once again, I choose 

to listen for your voice above 
everything else. Forgive me for not 

trusting you enough. Forgive me for 
spinning my wheels and trying to work 
everything out all on my own. Help me 
to truly let go of what you have asked 

me to release to you and to believe that 
you’re at work in ways I can’t fully see. 

Help me in my unbelief. 
Amen. 
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Upcoming Baptismal Classes: 
Próximas clases bautismales 

 
January 10th, 2021 /  
10 de enero del 2021 

 
English : 2:00 - 4:30pm    
Español:  2:30 - 5:00pm 

Please come by the Office and present a Driver’s 
License to Register  

 
Por favor vengan a la oficina parroquial y presenten la 

licencia para registrarse. 

If you’re interested in volunteering please sign up for 
your areas of interest and 

visit: ststephensmidland.com/volunteer  

Because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Catholics in the Diocese 
of San Angelo are dispensed from 
the obligation to attend Mass on 

Sundays and holy days of 
obligation until further notice. 

 
Thank you very much, 

Bishop Michael Sis 

U.S. Bishops Address Ethics of COVID-19 Vaccines 
WASHINGTON– On December 14, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South Bend, chairman of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on Doctrine, and Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
of Kansas City in Kansas, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Pro-Life Activities, issued a statement on 
the new COVID-19 vaccines. In their statement, the bishops address the moral concerns raised by the fact 
that the three vaccines that appear to be ready for distribution in the United States all have some connection 
to cell lines that originated with tissue taken from abortions. 
With regard to the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, they concluded: 
 
“In view of the gravity of the current pandemic and the lack of availability of alternative vaccines, the reasons 
to accept the new COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna are sufficiently serious to justify their use, 
despite their remote connection to morally compromised cell lines. 
 
“Receiving one of the COVID-19 vaccines ought to be understood as an act of charity toward the other 
members of our community.  In this way, being vaccinated safely against COVID-19 should be considered an 
act of love of our neighbor and part of our moral responsibility for the common good.” 
 
With regard to the AstraZeneca vaccine, the bishops found it to be “more morally compromised” and 
consequently concluded that this vaccine “should be avoided” if there are alternatives available. “It may turn 
out, however, that one does not really have a choice of vaccine, at least, not without a lengthy delay in 
immunization that may have serious consequences for one’s health and the health of others,” the bishop 
chairmen stated. “In such a case … it would be permissible to accept the AstraZeneca vaccine.” 
 
At the same time, the bishops also warned that Catholics “must be on guard so that the new COVID-19 
vaccines do not desensitize us or weaken our determination to oppose the evil of abortion itself and the 
subsequent use of fetal cells in research.” 
 
The full statement from the bishop chairmen may be found at https://www.usccb.org/moral-considerations-
covid-vaccines. 
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www.helpinghandsmidland.com 

Because we feel it is important that you know 
how and where your donations to Helping 
Hands are spent, here is what was done in 
the past week: 
 
Electric      3 families $      930.17 
Water      1 family $      451.41 
Rent    27 families $ 31,043.52 
Total    $ 54,581.13  

 Helping Hands of Midland  
1301 Brinson Lane 

(432) 520-8900  

 

While we can all agree that 2020 has been a unique year, those of us at Helping 
Hands will look back on it as a year of miracles.  

Back in early April, we first began to see the effects of job loss in our area due to 
COVID and the depressed oil industry.  Not only did we anticipate huge requests for 
help from those without jobs, but we found that with our store and the churches that 

held collections for us being forced to close our primary sources of income were 
gone.  We had our usual operating money set aside but that would only last for a 
week or two. The calls were flooding our helpline as more and more people found 
themselves out of work. Requests for unemployment benefits were backed up for 

weeks. 
Many of the people we helped suffered job loss due to the pandemic.  Many people 

still have jobs, but due to cutbacks are only working a fraction of the hours they were 
in the past. Many of them have gone from full time to only 5-10 hours per week. In 

some cases, even hourly wages have been cut.  Especially impacted are those in the 
restaurant and hospitality industries, although loss of wages is being felt across the 

board. 
It looked pretty bleak, but then a long-time supporter of Helping Hands heard our cry 
and came forth with an offer of a $100,000 matching grant pledge.  If we could raise 
$100,000, then he would match it with his own $100,000.  We got the word out as 

quickly as we could and unbelievably in less than two weeks, we had the full 
$100,000.  And the money kept coming.  Shortly thereafter a pledge from another 

man came in for another $100,000 matching grant. We again got that information out 
and we were blessed to have that match met within a week. Then, unbelievably, the 
first man came back with another $100,000 matching grant, and when that was met 
the second man came forth with yet another $100,000 matching grant. Donations 

large and small came in from all over Midland as individuals, agencies and charitable 
organizations pitched in to help us stay afloat. 

And so, we were able to keep operating…at full throttle!  Where before we were pretty 
much limited to spending $20,000 per week to help those in need, with the flood of 
support from all of you we were able to increase our spending to as much as $40-

$50,000 per week.  Incredibly (and thankfully) since the beginning of this year 
(through mid-December), we have spent a whopping $1,719,702 assisting those in 

need primarily with rent, but also utilities, medical and other expenses. What a joy it is 
to be able to help so many people! 

So yes, 2020 has been a year of challenges, but it has also been a year of blessings.  
We thank all of you who reached out to those in need through Helping Hands. You 
truly are God’s arms reaching out to those in need.  Thank you very, very much! 


