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St. Stephen’s Catholic Church 
4601 Neely Avenue   Midland, Texas 79707    (432) 520-7394    Fax (432) 520-7395 

www.ststephensmidland.com 

 

Rev. Rodney White, Pastor 
Assistant Pastor:  Rev. Freddy Perez 

Deacons: Leonard Hendon, Luis Mata, Fidel Saldivar, Larry Salazar 
Director of Religious Education:  Gretchen Lara 

Music Director: Gabriel Salgado 
Youth Director: Crystal Villareal 

 

Bible Study will 
resume next 

Wednesday, January 
6th at 9:30am. 

Everyone is 
welcomed.  

See you then!  

In November, the country of Honduras endured two back-to-back hurricanes, Eta and Iota, which caused rampant 
devastation in the country, including mass homelessness and poverty. Our diocese has been in partnership with two 
dioceses in Honduras, San Pedro Sula and La Ceiba, since Hurricane Mitch destroyed their land 20 years ago. This 
partnership, called the Hermanamiento or Sisterhood, has allowed our dioceses to offer one another support and 
resources in times of need. In the spirit of the Hermanamiento, our diocese is taking up a special emergency collection 
for hurricane relief for the Dioceses of San Pedro Sula and La Ceiba. On Dec. 27th our parish will take up this special 
collection. Donations can be made by www.sanangelodiocese.org/donations. If you choose to make a donation online, 
please choose “Honduras Hurricane Relief” from the dropdown menu to ensure that your donation goes to our sister 
dioceses in Honduras for hurricane relief. 
En noviembre, el país de Honduras sufrió dos huracanes consecutivos, Eta e Iota, que causaron una devastación 
desenfrenada en el país, incluida la pobreza y la falta de vivienda masiva. Nuestra diócesis ha estado asociada con 
dos diócesis en Honduras, San Pedro Sula y La Ceiba, desde que el huracán Mitch destruyó su tierra hace 20 años. 
Esta asociación, llamada Hermanamiento o “Sisterhood,” ha permitido que nuestras diócesis se ofrezcan apoyo y 
recursos mutuamente en tiempos de necesidad. En el espíritu del Hermanamiento, nuestra diócesis está llevando a 
cabo una colecta de emergencia especial para el alivio del huracán para las Diócesis de San Pedro Sula y La Ceiba. El 
Dec. 27th nuestra parroquia tomará esta colecta especial. Las donaciones pueden hacerse mediante 
www.sanangelodiocese.org/donations. Si opta por hacer una donación en línea, elija "Honduras Hurricane Relief" en el 
menú desplegable para asegurarse de que su donación vaya a nuestras diócesis hermanas en Honduras para recibir 
ayuda por el huracán. 

To the Parishioners of St. Stephen’s Catholic Church,  
 
 I wanted to thank the parish community of St. 
Stephen’s Catholic Church from the bottom of my 
heart for the warm and caring love that y’all showed 
me during my three-week stay. Words cannot begin 
to express how wonderful each of you have been to 
me during my stay. For the kind words, prayers, and 
gifts that y’all bestowed on me I am truly grateful. 
Although my time was cut short due to a family 
emergency please know that you will be in my 
prayers. Please know that if you would like to reach 
out to me my mailing address at Notre Dame 
Seminary is below.  
 
Joshua Basse 
2901 S. Carrollton Ave.  
New Orleans, LA 70118  

 
I hope that each of you will continue to keep 

safe amidst this pandemic and that 2021 will bring 
you peace, charity, hope, faith, and joy. I look  
forward to our future meetings and I know that my 
time has greatly helped me with my priestly formation.  
 
In Christ,  
Joshua H. Basse 
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ST. STEPHEN’S CONFESSION  
SCHEDULE 

 
Monday - Friday 

6:45 am - 7:00 am & 5:00 - 5:30 pm 
 

Saturday 
7:45 am - 8:00 am; 4:00 - 4:45 pm 

 
Sunday 

8:15 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.; 11:15 a.m. - 
11:45 a.m.; 4:15 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.  

Anytime by appointment. 

Monday, January 4th- St. Elizabeth Ann 
7:00 am    †Rev. Hugh Wade  by Fr. Freddy Perez 
5:30 pm †Mo Dominguez by Family 

 
Tuesday, January 5th– St. John Neumann 
7:00 am †Rev. Hugh Wade  
5:30 pm †David S. Gomez by Family  

 
Wednesday, January 6th- Christmas Weekday 
7:00 am †Joe P. Lopez  
5:30 pm †Petra Velasquez by Family  

 
Thursday, January 7th–  Christmas Weekday 
7:00am    †Barbara Clements  
5:30pm  †Viola Acosta
 
Friday, January 8th- Christmas Weekday  
7:00am    Cora Rodriguez ( Late Birthday)  
5:30pm   R.J. Bryan  by Family 
 
Saturday, January 9th- Christmas Weekday 
8:00 am †Frank Hernadez  
5:00 pm †Ramon Lara by Family
 

January 10th– Baptism of the Lord 
9:00 am †Frank Hernandez by Olga 
12:00 pm †Martha Gomez Herrera  

5:00 pm  For the Parish  

Last Week’s 
Collection  
      

*Collections/Mailed in/
Dropped off: 

 
Regular Deposit  
   $46,478.34 
Other Income  
   $294.00 
Second Collections  
   $1,195.00* 

 
*Includes contributions for:  

  
Christmas Flowers, Helping Hands, 

Honduran Partnership Diocese-
Special Collection for Hurricane Relief 

& Retirement for Religious  
 

Mass Intentions 
For the week of January 3rd, 2021 

Lord, You invite all who are 
burdened to come to you. Allow 
Your healing Hand to heal me. 

Touch my soul with Your 
compassion for others; touch my 

heart with Your courage and infinite 
Love for all; touch my mind with 

Your Wisdom, and may my mouth 
always proclaim Your praise. Teach 

me to reach out to You in all my 
needs, and help me to lead others to 

You by my example. 
Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring 
me health in body and spirit that I 

may serve You with all my strength. 
Touch gently this life which you 
have created, now and forever. 

Amen.  
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January 3 
Janet Acosta 

Analise Antillon 
Natalia Carmona 
Martha Carrasco 

Biane Galindo 
Belinda Garcia 

Santiago Juarez 
Yvonne Lentner 
Graciela Luna 

Marisol Marquez 
Gustavo Mendoza 

Jesus Enrique Morales 
Gabriel Navarrete 

Leo Orozco 
Andrew Qualls  

Reynaldo Ramirez 
Lamberto Rosas 

 

January 4 
Ramon Borunda 
Alex Cheramie  
Rudy Flores III 
Suzette Flores 
Violet Florez 

Eusvio Galaviz 
Axel Garay 

Claire Hardeman 
Judy Hardy 

Jose Hernandez 
Silvia Jefferson 

Eva Pando 
Jesus Ruvalcaba 
Armondo Saenz 

Jamie Schwalbach 
Yvonne Valenzuela 

Selma Vasquez 
Amalia Velasquez 

Christina Villanueva 
 

January 5 
Dora Barrera 

Elizabeth Boss 
John Bronold II 
 Marcus Flores 
Maria Garza 

Esben Hernandez 
Alina Hernadez-

Mondragon 
Juan Rodriguez 

Brian Tagle 
Elsa Torres 

Francisco Vargas Jr. 
 

January 6 
Guillermo Alcazar 

Jose  Baeza 
James Carrasco 

Juan Castillo  
Javier Dominguez 

Eric Gomez 
Carlos Hermosillo 

Gene Lopez 
Olivia Lopez 

Diane Mendoza 
Angela Montez 

Mia Padilla 
 

Destiny Rodriguez 
Teela Sierra 

 

January 7 
Lindsey Aguirre 

Edie Almand 
Elizabeth Evans  

Cesar Flores 
Veronica Garcia 

Danette Hidalgo Solis 
Jeff Hruska 

Jose Marquez 
Kimberley Martinez 

Marie Orozco 
Yesenia Ortega 
Amanda Siruta 

Aidan Smith  
Crystal Willis 
Cynthia Wolfe 

 
January 8 

Marixsa Carrasco 
Letty Haest 
Alyana Mata 

Elizabeth Nevarez 
Margaret  Osborne 

Lourdes Rayos 
Tyler Riley 

Richard Rodriguez 
Martin Villalobos 

 

January 9 
Jose Alanis 

Amelia Amador 
Alma Diaz 

Victoria Fashaya 
Daisy Garcia 
Danny Garcia 
Teresa Garcia 
Estelle Lopez 

Dulcenea  Marentes 
Ed Mendez 

 

January 10 
Jaylynn Arciniega 
Basilisa Chacon 

Audrey Curry 
Jonah Alexander 

Edwards 
Erik Eikenbary 

Christopher Fierro 
Mryna Galindo 
Caitlin Kozel 

Cristina Lerma 
Andrea Montez 

John Pinal 
Ivonne Tovar 

Rafaela Villobos 
Jose Zarate 

Burdette Family, Vasquez Family, Isaiah V., 
Carlota V., Rod T., Judy D., Mary Helen Smith, 
Candace Rosas. A.J Garrett, Dolores Higgins, 
Alexia Aguirre, Larry White, Arthur Garcia, 
Domingo Carrizales, Colter Marcum, Joe 
Teagarden, Raul Lujan, Adamari Rosas, Gloria 
K, Magdalena Mendoza, Stella Torres, Alma 
Garcia, Joe Teagarden, Dayton Martinez, 

Natalie Gamboa, Ruby Morales, Alfonso Marquez, Avery King Jr., Dora Lopez, 
Mary Bryan, Elida Rodriguez, Mendoza Family, Christian Molina, Claudia 
Molina, Valerie C., Cory & baby Javier, Andy Stone, Daniel & Alicia, Isaiah V., 
Julia G, Julia H. ,Jerome Hoelscher, Margaret Rios, Erick Baeza, Oscsar 
Gonzalez, Ana Gallegos, Rosa Reyes, Ema Saucedo, Kenny D, Nike R, Rosie 
Sanchez, Terri Florez, Maria Rodriguez, Sharon Stuard, Laura, Jesse Pena, 
Teresa Pena, baby Noah Kai Russell , Maris Brown, Emma Valdez,  Yolanda 
Rodriguez, Tommy Lee, Nancy Damico, Elia Ramirez, Ramirez Daughter, Larry 
White, Gracias Jiron, Bob Breeze, Ana Laura Alvarado Moreno, Arnold  and 
Sandra Trevino , Matthew & Michelle Parker, Donna Mae Repman,Betty 
Oldham, Olivia Binesh  
 

Email Frontdesk@ststephensmidland.com or call the office at 520-7394 to be 
added to the prayer list!  If someone needs to be removed from prayer list 

please contact the office to remove request.  Thank you! 
Envíe un correo electrónico a frontdesk.sscc@att.net o llame a la oficina al  
520-7394 para ser incluido en la lista de oración!  Si alguien necesita ser 

removido de la lista de oración, por favor comuníquese con la oficina.  Gracias! 

RCIA NEWS  
We are excited about RCIA on Tuesdays, at 6:45 PM in the Church 
parlor for English and Room 11 for Spanish.  
Please wear masks and practice social distancing 
There will be NO Childcare provided.  It is free; we have a lot of fun 
as we learn our wonderful Catholic faith. Would you like to learn about 
the faith of Catholic Christianity? Are you interested in becoming a full 
member of the Catholic Church? Do you need your Sacraments of 
Initiation (Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confirmation)? Then RCIA is for 
you!  RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and it is a 
journey of exploration and initiation into the Catholic Church. RCIA is 
fun, safe, faith-building discovery of Jesus Christ and the Church He 
started. RCIA will change your life. It will bring you closer to Jesus. Is 
God calling you? The Catholic Church welcomes you! “RCIA” stands for 
the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. It is the process by which 
adults come into full communion with the Catholic Church. 
If you are interested in RCIA or know someone who needs their 
Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, First Holy Eucharist and 
Confirmation), we would love to have you join us! All you have to do is 
send an email to billberry100@aol.com for English 
or to vbJaquez@outlook.com for Spanish, or pre-register at the Parish 
office in person or via telephone 432-520-7394. 
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Youth News 

Hello Everyone! Just wanted to update y’all on what 
the youth in youth group and discipleship group have 
been working on. This year for our Advent Service 

Project we focused on helping the homeless by 
making 40 bags (20 men & 20 women), the bags 

include toiletries, water, food, blankets, socks, cough 
drops, and chap sticks. We had the older youth come 
last night including our three NET Missionaries, who 

are home for Christmas break, to help put the bags 
together. Please keep the homeless in your prayers! 
May you and your family have a blessed Christmas 

and a Happy New Year! In Christ, 
Crystal Villareal 
Youth Director  

LIFE CENTER CRIB DONATIONS 
NEEDED 

Please remember the Life 
Center of Midland always 
needs donations of baby 

supplies. They can be placed 
in the crib in the foyer. 

Presently they are most in 
need of diapers in larger sizes 
such as 4,5, and 6. They also 
need wipes and baby wash.  

The Brothers of Mount Carmel 
Hermitage will not be able to sell 

their products this year in the 
Church because of COVID. 

However any help you can give 
them by your donations or by 
buying their products through 

their website is greatly 
appreciated. They assure you of 
their prayers and please do not 

forget them in your charity 
during this difficult time. 

 
http://www.carmelitehermits.org/

index.htm 
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Upcoming Baptismal Classes: 
Próximas clases bautismales 

 
January 10th, 2021 /  
10 de enero del 2021 

 
English : 2:00 - 4:30pm    
Español:  2:30 - 5:00pm 

Please come by the Office and present a Driver’s 
License to Register  

 
Por favor vengan a la oficina parroquial y presenten la 

licencia para registrarse. 

If you’re interested in volunteering please sign up for 
your areas of interest and 

visit: ststephensmidland.com/volunteer  

Because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Catholics in the Diocese 
of San Angelo are dispensed from 
the obligation to attend Mass on 

Sundays and holy days of 
obligation until further notice. 

 
Thank you very much, 

Bishop Michael Sis 

U.S. Bishops Address Ethics of COVID-19 Vaccines 
WASHINGTON– On December 14, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South Bend, chairman of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on Doctrine, and Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
of Kansas City in Kansas, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Pro-Life Activities, issued a statement on 
the new COVID-19 vaccines. In their statement, the bishops address the moral concerns raised by the fact 
that the three vaccines that appear to be ready for distribution in the United States all have some connection 
to cell lines that originated with tissue taken from abortions. 
With regard to the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, they concluded: 
 
“In view of the gravity of the current pandemic and the lack of availability of alternative vaccines, the reasons 
to accept the new COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna are sufficiently serious to justify their use, 
despite their remote connection to morally compromised cell lines. 
 
“Receiving one of the COVID-19 vaccines ought to be understood as an act of charity toward the other 
members of our community.  In this way, being vaccinated safely against COVID-19 should be considered an 
act of love of our neighbor and part of our moral responsibility for the common good.” 
 
With regard to the AstraZeneca vaccine, the bishops found it to be “more morally compromised” and 
consequently concluded that this vaccine “should be avoided” if there are alternatives available. “It may turn 
out, however, that one does not really have a choice of vaccine, at least, not without a lengthy delay in 
immunization that may have serious consequences for one’s health and the health of others,” the bishop 
chairmen stated. “In such a case … it would be permissible to accept the AstraZeneca vaccine.” 
 
At the same time, the bishops also warned that Catholics “must be on guard so that the new COVID-19 
vaccines do not desensitize us or weaken our determination to oppose the evil of abortion itself and the 
subsequent use of fetal cells in research.” 
 
The full statement from the bishop chairmen may be found at https://www.usccb.org/moral-considerations-
covid-vaccines. 
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www.helpinghandsmidland.com 

Because we feel it is important that you know 
how and where your donations to Helping 
Hands are spent, here is what was done in 
the past week: 
 
Electric  4 families $   1,269.50 
Water   3 families $      917.58 
Rent  25 families $ 25,690.81 
Total    $ 27,877.89  

 Helping Hands of Midland  
1301 Brinson Lane 

(432) 520-8900  

 

 
We continue to receive questions from people wanting to know how we can continue 

to spend as much as we do each week on assistance to the needy. Our local 
economy is not in the best shape right now and everywhere there are indicators that 
other agencies are either running out of money or having to curtail how much they 
can spend. So how do we do it?  Well, we are blessed to have volunteers who are 

willing to allocate that money. Because all of us are unpaid, every cent that you 
donate to us goes directly to those in need. Since the pandemic and depression in the 

oil industry we have been fortunate to have increased our spending dramatically.  
God bless all of you for making that possible! 

We are very privileged at Helping Hands in that your generosity makes it possible that 
we are not bound by rules that limit how much we can spend on someone in need. 

Some examples:  a man in his mid-40’s suffered 3 strokes. He was partially paralyzed 
and had difficulty with speech. We helped him with his rent and utilities for 3 months. 
His needs ended up costing Helping Hands over $3,500 but we were privileged to be 

able to pay it – he an did not have to worry about keeping a roof over his family’s 
heads while he learned to live with his handicap and eventually get his disability 
benefits. Likewise, the middle-aged woman who became afflicted with seizures: 

unable to work or to drive her car, she went through her entire life savings paying for 
utilities and medications while she waiting for disability benefits. Finally, she had no 
choice but to come to us for help. She expressed that doing so was personally the 
most humiliating thing she had ever done – she had never dreamed of being in that 
situation. We joyfully helped her with utilities and medical bills for the two months it 

took for her first disability check to arrive. We worked on a case of an elderly woman 
whose daughter was in a car accident and had been hospitalized for several months. 

The rent on the daughter’s house had not been paid. The mother’s small social 
security check did not enable her to help financially, nor did she have room in her 1-
bedroom apartment for the 5 children. The daughter’s rent was 3 months overdue, 

and while the landlord was very patient, he needed money. Bringing her rent current 
cost us over $4,000, but we felt the money was well spent. 

Is our spending wasteful or frivolous? No! Are we covering everyone who comes to us 
with a legitimate need? Not hardly. Aside from hardships caused by job loss or cut 

hours due to the pandemic, there are many other people who are either too proud to 
call us or who simply do not realize the help is available. We are grateful to all of you 

who continue to support Helping Hands with your financial contributions and 
donations to our thrift store that allow us to continue to help our neighbors in need in 

such a grand and glorious way. Thank you very much. 


