ST. STEPHEN’S

GROWING FRIENDSHIPS, FAMILIES & FAITH.

ST. STEPHEN'S CATHOLIC CHURCH

4601 Neely Avenue
Midland, Texas 79707

Phone: 432-520-7394 Fax: 432-520-7395

MISSION STATEMENT
Growing Friendships, Families & Faith

Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 24, 2023

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday: 5:00pm (English)
Sunday: 8:00am (English)

10:00am (English)

12:30pm (Spanish)
5:00pm(English)
7:00pm (Bilingual)

WEEKDAY MASSES
Mon:7:00am & 5:30pm
Tue: 7:00am & 5:30pm

Wed: 7:00am, 12:15pm & 5:30pm

Thu: 7:00am & 5:30pm

Fri: 7:00am, 12:15pm, & 5:30pm

Sat: 8:00am

ADORATION
Monday- Friday
7:30am-10:00pm

CONFESSIONS
SUNDAY:

7:30 AM to 8:00 AM
9:30 AM to 10:00 AM
11:45 AM to 12:30 PM

4:15 PM to 5:00 PM

6:30 PM to 7:00 PM

MON—FRI
6:45 AM to 6:55 AM
5:00 PM to 5:25 PM
WED & FRI
12:00 PM to 12:15 PM
SATURDAY:
7:45 AM to 8:00 AM
4:00 PM to 4:55 PM

e

PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor
Rev. Bala Anthony Govindu

Deacons
Dcn. Leonard Hendon, Dcn. Luis Mata and
Dcn. Fidel Saldivar

Religious Nuns
Madre Gertrudis Munoz Mendieta
Hna: Leonila Torres Berrnudez

Administrator
Josie Brenner

Asst. Administrator
Annabel Wiesman

Director of Religious Education
Gretchen Lara

Youth Coordinator
Bridgette Costello

Director of Music
Gabriel Salgado

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm
Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm

HEALING MASSES
Every First Saturday in English at 7pm

MISA DE SANACION
Cada ultimo Sabado en Espanol at 7pm

CANDLELIGHT PROCESSION WITH
ROSARY
Every Friday night at 8:00pm

EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION
Every First Friday 8:00PM

Parish Website: www.ststephensmidland.com
Parish Email: frontdesk@ssccmidland.com




St. Stephen’s Catholic Church
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WE THANK ALL THE DONORS FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS! MAY GOD
BLESS YOU ALL!




St. Stephen’s Catholic Church
Midland, Texas

Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 24th, 2023

MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday December 24th- 4th Sunday of Advent

8:00am tJohn Contreras By Family

10:00am Thanksgiving for the Blessings By Ann Ario

12:30pm tFrancisco & tlrene Brito by Familia

5:00pm Christmas Vigil Mass for Children with
Christmas Pageant

7:00pm Misa en espafiol, Pastorela con nifios

12:00am Midnight Christmas Mass in English

Monday December 25th— The Nativity of the Lord
10:00am Donna Repman By Terry Repman
12:30pm tFrances Casas By Family
Tuesday December 26th— St. Stephen, The First Martyr
7:00am tJosefina Camarillo
5:30pm tJoe Carrasco Sr. By Wife Hortencia
Wednesday December 27th— St. John, Apostle & evangelist

7:00am George Watts (Healing) By Deborah Watts
12:15pm Joe Carrasco By Hortencia Carrasco
5:30pm Andrew Qualls (HB) By Family

Thursday December 28th— The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
7:00am Destiny Ramirez By Amanda Trevino
5:30pm tJohnny Lee Qualls By Family
Friday December 29th— 5th Day within the Octave of the Nativity of
the Lord

7:00am George Watts (Healing) By Deborah Watts
12:15pm tJoe Carrasco By Hortencia Carrasco
5:30pm tJohn Underwood By Family

Saturday December 30th— 6th Day within the Octave of the Nativity
of the Lord

8:00am George Watts (Healing) By Deborah Watts
Norma De La Cruz Agruirre(HB) By
Husband & Kids

5:00pm tMauricette Sebert By Family

Sunday December 31st— The Holy Family of Jeus, Mary & Joseph

Upcoming Baptismal Classes /
Préximas clases bautismales:

January 14, 2023 /
14 de Enero del 2023
English : 2:00 - 4:30pm
Espanol: 2:30 - 5:00pm

Please come by the Office and present a
Driver’s License to Register

Por favor vengan a la oficina parroquial y
presenten la licencia para registrarse

Please pray for the following: Baby Sarah, Frankie Hartter,
Henk Klaucke, Elizabeth Fritzl, Patricia Loira, Paulo Cesar, Regis,
Sonia, Sanae, Joseph Mary Fasi, Alvaro Ramos & family, Joe T.,
Chris W., Cindy M., Kathleen S., Anthony R., Richard Schoel,
Roberto L., Vasquez family, Isaiah & Victoria, Esther Estrada, Cecilia
Livingston, Valarie Fink , Vanessa V. Betty, Randall, Beth B. Marcus,
Marcus Jr. Mica & Brittany V., Eddie L., Aileen Paris Rodriguez,
Karen Howe, Shashini Kumari, John Walker, Elizabeth Fritzl, Sammy
R., Macaria R., Beth B, Lynda Sanchez., Anita P., Martha P., John
W. Grace, Carly P., Olivia V., Frank Hartter, Fermin Salgado,
Sokolowski family, Maria Salgado, J.J Hord, Bennie Hawkins, Justina
Flayngeg, Quincy Jackson Jr., Terri Padilla, M. Gloria Escobedo—
Chong, Elia R., Mateo F., Albert Lopez, Ty Hawkins, Ramona
Hawkins, Tammy Seidenberger, Maria Ramirez, Socorro M.,
Christina M., Virginia M., lan V., Emma Elia R., Frankie Hartter,
Mario Ramirez, Axton, Sarah Beth Carrasco, Luke, Zac Curtis,
Dayton Martinez, Contreras-Holguin family, Marisela R., Michael R.,
Luna R., Oscar O., Estela O. Brisa O, Joel Ybarra, Erica

8:00am For the Parish Hernandez, Andrea Emilia Bernabey, the Céaceres family. Evan
10:00pm Ramirez Family Lujan, Jonathan Jaquez, Linda Q., John V., Mila Thorn, Britani
12:30pm tLibrada Finol & tAdelmo Velarde by Thorn, Jake Thorn, Joseph R Kiowski, Annette Robertson, Edgar
Maria Velarde Zapata, Ruben Hernandez, Sr.
5:00pm Rene Hignojos & Family By Trevino Family
7:00pm Mass in English (New Years Mass) Email frontdesk@ssccmidland.com or call the office at 520-7394 to
10:00pm Misa en Espariol (Ano Nuevo) be added to the prayer list! If someone needs to be removed from
prayer list please contact the office to remove request. Thank you!
Last Week Collections
Week of 12.10.23-12.18.23
Contributions: Cash Checks Totals
Sat. 5pm 1st collection $1,758.55 $3,110.00 $4,868.85
Sun. 8am 1st collection $972.00 $1,295.00 $2,267.00
Sun. 10am 1st collection $1,413.00 $2,966.00 $4,379.00
Sun.12pm 1st collection $1,955.00 $650.00 $2,645.00
Sun. 5pm 1st collection $1,214.08 $2,165.00 $3,379.08
Sun. 7pm 1st collection $563.00 $355.00 $918.00
Daily Masses $118.79 $25.00 $143.79
Our Lady of Guadalupe $1,473.87 $10.00 $1,483.87
Online Giving $7,560.00 $7,560.00
Mailed-In Contributions $3,428.00 $3,428.00
GRAND TOTAL $31,072.59
2nd Collection— Christmas Flowers $2,039.63 $1,650.00 $3,689.63

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!




® My Dearly Beloved Parishioners and Friends,

« | wish you all a blessed Christmas filled with love, peace, and joy!

Today, we gather here to celebrate the joyous occasion of Christmas and reflect on its significance in our present world.
Christmas is a time when we commemorate the birth of Jesus Christ, who came into this world as a beacon of hope and
% salvation for all humanity. The Bible verses provide us with profound insights into the meaning of Christmas and how it
» applies to our lives today.

One verse that captures the heart of God and the true essence of Christmas is found in Luke 2:8-14. It tells us about the
shepherds who were visited by angels proclaiming the good news of Jesus' birth. This passage reminds us that God

% chose to reveal His Son's arrival not to the religious elite but to humble shepherds, emphasizing that Jesus came for

«» everyone, regardless of their social status or background.

Another important verse is John 1:29, where John the Baptist recognizes Jesus as "the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world." This verse highlights Jesus' mission to redeem humanity from sin and offer forgiveness and

< salvation to all who believe in Him.

» Furthermore, in John 8:12, Jesus declares Himself as "the light of the world." Just as colored lights symbolize His birth
during this festive season, they also serve as a reminder that Jesus brings light into our lives by illuminating our paths
with truth, love, and guidance.

% As we celebrate Christmas in our present world, it is essential to remember two attitudes that resonate strongly with this
» season: hope and joy. Isaiah 9:2, speaks about people walking in darkness seeing a great light. In our current times
filled with uncertainty and challenges, this verse offers hope that even in dark moments, there is always a glimmer of
light shining through.

< Additionally, one of the most beloved Christmas hymns, "Joy to the World," reminds us of the joy that Jesus' birth brings
. toour hearts. This joy is not dependent on external circumstances but stems from knowing that we have a Savior who
loves us unconditionally and offers eternal life.

In conclusion, as we celebrate Christmas in the present world, let us reflect on these Bible verses and their relevance to
% our lives today. May we embrace the hope and joy that Jesus' birth brings, remembering that He came for all people,

. offering forgiveness, salvation, and light in times of darkness. Let us share this message with others and strive to live out
His teachings of love, compassion, and kindness.

| wish you all a blessed Christmas filled with love, peace, and joy. Thank you!

. With love and Prayers,
Fr. Bala Anthony Govindu,
Pastor

. Mis Queridos Feligreses y Amigos,
iLes deseo a todos una bendita Navidad llena de amor, paz y alegria!
Hoy nos reunimos aqui para celebrar la alegre ocasion de la Navidad y reflexionar sobre su significado en nuestro
% mundo actual.
La Navidad es un tiempo en el que conmemoramos el nacimiento de Jesucristo, quien vino a este mundo como un faro
de esperanza y salvacion para toda la humanidad. Los versiculos biblicos nos proporcionan profundos conocimientos
* sobre el significado de la Navidad y cémo se aplica a nuestras vidas hoy.
< Un versiculo que captura el corazén de Dios y la verdadera esencia de la Navidad se encuentra en Lucas 2:8-14. Nos
. cuenta sobre los pastores que fueron visitados por angeles proclamando la buena nueva del nacimiento de Jesus. Este

pasaje nos recuerda que Dios eligio revelar la llegada de Su Hijo no a la élite religiosa, sino a humildes pastores,
* enfatizando que Jesus vino para todos, independientemente de su estatus social o antecedentes.
% Oftro versiculo importante es Juan 1:29, donde Juan el Bautista reconoce a Jestus como "el Cordero de Dios que quita el
. pecado del mundo". Este versiculo resalta la mision de Jesus de redimir a la humanidad del pecado y ofrecer perdon y
salvacion a todos los que creen en EI.
* Ademas, en Juan 8:12, Jesus se declara a si mismo como "la luz del mundo". Asi como las luces de colores simbolizan
% Su nacimiento durante esta temporada festiva, también sirven como un recordatorio de que Jesus trae luz a nuestras
. vidas iluminando nuestros caminos con verdad, amor y orientacion.

Al celebrar la Navidad en nuestro mundo actual, es esencial recordar dos actitudes que resuenan fuertemente con esta
® temporada: esperanza y alegria. Isaias 9:2 habla de personas que caminan en la oscuridad viendo una gran luz. En
« nuestros tiempos actuales llenos de incertidumbre y desafios, este versiculo ofrece esperanza de que incluso en
momentos oscuros, siempre hay un atisbo de luz brillando.
Ademas, uno de los himnos navidefios mas queridos, "Alegria al Mundo", nos recuerda la alegria que el nacimiento de
® Jesus trae a nuestros corazones. Esta alegria no depende de circunstancias externas, sino que proviene de saber que
« tenemos un Salvador que nos ama incondicionalmente y ofrece vida eterna.
En conclusion, al celebrar la Navidad en el mundo actual, reflexionemos sobre estos versiculos biblicos y su relevancia
en nuestras vidas hoy. Que abracemos la esperanza y la alegria que trae el nacimiento de Jesus, recordando que El
® vino para todas las personas, ofreciendo perdén, salvacion y luz en tiempos de oscuridad. Compartamos este mensaje
« con otros y esforcémonos por vivir sus ensefianzas de amor, compasién y bondad.
Les deseo a todos una bendita Navidad llena de amor, paz y alegria. jGracias!
Con amor y oraciones,
% P. Bala Anthony Govindu,
«» Parroco




December 2023 Activities
:December 31: New Year Masses

: 7:00 PM: Mass in English

: 10:00 PM: Misa en Espainiol

:January 1, 2024 (Mary the Holy Mother of
: God)

:10:00 AM: Mass in English

: 12:30 PM: Misa en Espaiiol

CCD NEWS

We will not have CCD until Wednesday January 10th, 2024.
We hope you have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Gretchen Lara & Destiny Ramirez

HAPLY]
HOLJIDAYS

Youth Confirmation Retreat - January 20, 2024
A Youth Confirmation Retreat will be held at St.
Margaret of Scotland Parish in San Angelo on January
20, 2024 from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Space is limited to
50 youth and all youth MUST be accompanied by an
adult. Registration is $60 per person and includes
lunch. Mass will be held at 5:00 p.m. as a part of the
retreat. To register, please go to https://
sanangelodiocese.org/confirmation. The deadline for
registration is January 10, 2024.
If you have any questions, please contact the Office of
Evangelization and Catechesis at 325-651-7500 or
evangelizationcatechesis@sanangelodiocese.org

Congratulations to the following winners of our Raffle
tickets, that were drawn at our Lady of Guadalupe
Festival:

First prize is Marco Alegria, ticket # 02093.

Second prize is Veronica Baca Jaquez, ticket # 06532.
Third prize is Irma Hinojos, ticket # 01916.

Fourth prize is Athayde family, ticket # 05957.

Fifth prize is Valerie Jimenez, ticket # 04820.

Please contact the Parish office how to claim your prizes.
Bring the winning ticket with you.

Fr. Bala Anthony Govindu.
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Felicitaciones a los siguientes ganadores de nuestros
boletos de la Rifa, que fueron sorteados en el Festival
de Nuestra Seiora de Guadalupe:

1. El primer premio es Marco Alegria, boleto # 02093.

2. El segundo premio es Verdnica Baca Jaquez, boleto #
06532.

3. El tercer premio es Irma Hinojos, boleto # 01916.

4. El cuarto premio es de la familia Athayde, boleto #
05957.

5. El quinto premio es Valerie Jiménez, boleto # 04820.

Por favor, pongase en contacto con la oficina parroquial
para reclamar sus precios. Traiga el boleto ganador con
usted.

P. Bala Anthony Govindu.

CHILDRENS HOLY HOUR
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not
prevent them; for the kingdom of Heaven belongs to
such as these.” Matthew 19:14 Children’s Holy Hour
will be every 1st Friday from 11am-12pm. All ages
welcome. Feel free to come for 10 minutes or stay the
whole hour.

LOST AND FOUND
The Parish Office has been holding onto
miscellaneous items found over time and going
forward will only hold any items found on the
property for two weeks. If you have lost an item in
the past please contact the Parish office to
describe and claim. Items left unclaimed over a
two week period will be donated or sold.

THE LIFE CENTER
Is in need of large size baby lotion and wash, diapers
4,5, and 6, pull-ups size 2T, 3T, 4T, and 5T, Thank
you for helping those in need to take care of their little
ones.

ADVERTISEMENTS

If you would like to advertise your business,
would like to put “In memory of”, birthdays or
anniversary's in our bulletin please call the
office or email bulletin@ssccmidland.com for
more information.

ST. STEPHEN’S WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION
We want to express our sincere appreciation to
those that supported the Dress an Angel program
by giving donations or providing gifts for the
Angels! We are truly grateful to you and could not
continue to do this program without your support!
THANK YOU!

csSuUs .41( WS NG
RS ¢

. i
his love for us ) e
T h:'(n:g‘h f\:-oplc' P
just like you!
: F< .\v‘\&)
\ . <
-‘ ‘.“‘\

-

For information on becoming a member or
general questions, contact Carmen Rodelo @
432-978-7723 or Gina Ybarra @ 432-230-4426.




VOLUNTEERS FOR YOUTH NIGHT MEALS
We need volunteers to help with our youth night meal
prep on Tuesday & Wednesday nights. If you are
interested in learning more information please contact
Gretchen@ssccmidland.com

ADULT CONFIRMATION

Adult Confirmation Classes for those Catholics who have been
baptized and are above High School age, 18 years and older: Those
candidates who also need to receive First Communion will receive it
in the same ceremony. These classes are NOT for those who need

to receive Baptism or Reception into Full Communion.

Classes will begin on Tuesday, January 9, 2024 from 7:00 PM - 9 :00

PM for English in the Ballroom and on Thursday January 11, 202

from 7:00 PM — 9:00 PM for Spanish in room 5.

If you're interested in attending the classes, please contact our
Parish at 432-520-7394 or via email gladys@ststephensmidland.com
or fill out our Adult Inquirer Form | St. Stephen's Catholic Church |
Midland, TX (ststephensmidland.com).

PS. A COPY OF YOUR BAPTISM CERTIFICATE IS REQUIRED TO
TURN IN 1ST OR 2ND DAY OF CLASS (WITHOUT FAIL AND NO
EXCEPTIONS).

Clases de confirmacién de adultos para aquellos catélicos que han
sido bautizados y estan por encima de la edad de la escuela
secundaria, 18 afios 0 mas: Aquellos candidatos que también
necesitan recibir la Primera Comunion la recibiran en la misma
ceremonia. Estas clases NO son para aquellos que necesitan recibir
el Bautismo o la Recepcion en plena Con
Las clases comenzaran el martes 9 de enero de 2024 de 7:00 PM a
9:00 PM para inglés en el salon de baile y el martes 11 de enero,
2024, de 7:00 PM a 9:00 PM para espafiol en la sala 5 unién.

Si esta interesado en asistir a las clases, comuniquese con nuestra
parroquia al 432-520-7394 o por correo electronico
gladys@ststephensmidland.com o complete nuestro Formulario de
consulta para adultos | Iglesia Catdélica de San Esteban | Midland, TX
(ststephensmidland.com)

PS. SE REQUIERE UNA COPIA DE SU CERTIFICADO DE
BAUTISMO EN EL 1ER O 2° DIA DE CLASE (SIN FALTAY SIN
EXCEPCIONES

Los Dicipulos de Jestis, les
invita a celebrar el dia del
Amory la Amistad, este 10 de
Febrero de 2024 en el salon
de la parroquia de San
Esteban En la cena nos
acompaiiardn un charroy
una damay en el baile el
grupo de la Nueva

id Generacion. Para mas

1 informacion:
432-349-5532.
432-296-9277.

KNIGHT'S OF COLUMBUS NEWS:

The Knights of Columbus would like to extend an invitation to all
practicing Catholic men 18 years or older that are parishioners of St.
Stephens to join the largest Catholic fraternity worldwide. At the
Knights of Columbus, we teach men lessons in Charity, Unity and
Fraternity. We are Catholic men striving to strengthen our families
and communities in faith, to strengthen family bonds, to protect
those that cannot protect themselves, and to serve those who need
help - whether they are next door or halfway around the world. We
put our faith into action! If you would like to learn more, please visit
our website at http://www.kofc.org/join or you can visit with Marcos
Ybarra, our Grand Knight @ 432-638-9097 or any Knight wearing a
green vest

TO ALL MINISTRIES:
If you are needing a room / space for your meetings and or functions,
PLEASE REQUEST BY GOING TO OUR WEBSITE AND FILL OUT
THE FORM

A todos los ministerios:

Si necesita una sala / espacio para sus reuniones y/o funciones, POR
FAVOR, SOLICITELO ACCEDIENDO A NUESTRA PAGINA WEB Y
RELLENE EL FORMULARIO:

St. Stephen's Facility Space Request Form |(ststephensmidland.com)
For any other concerns, please feel free to call the Parish office at 432
-520-7394.

PROJECT RACHEL - HEALING AFTER ABORTION
Have you or someone you love suffered from the loss of a child
through abortion? We are here to help. Confidential Weekend
retreats and counseling after abortion. For more information
call 432.236.9883 or email projectrachel@sanangelodiocese.org

BECOME A REGISTERED PARISHIONER
New Parishioners are welcomed! To become a
Parishioner, Please register on our website

ssccmidland.com _
S
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MASS COORDINATORS NEEDED
We are in need of Mass Coordinators for weddings and
funerals. You do not have to be a Mass Coordinator as
we will train you. If interested, Please contact Gina
Ybarra by texting 432.230.4426

BULLETIN AD DEADLINE
If you would like to make an announcement for your ministry or
event please email:
bulletin@ssccmidland.com as far in advance as possible. The
bulletin deadline is Tuesday at 10:00am. We encourage you to get
any announcements to us the week before to ensure we have space
for your message. Thank you!

LEGACY RANCH- COMMUNION SERVICE
If you have a loved one at Legacy Ranch in Midland and
would like them to receive Communion please call the
office for more information. (432)520-7394




Helping Hands of Midland Because we feel it is important that you know how
130:“%:‘::’})'('3“‘* and where your donations to Helping Hands are
(432) 520-8900 spent, here is what was done last week:
www.helpinghandsmidland.com Electricity 10 families $ 4,255.44
Gas 2 families $ 149.85
' Water 6 families $ 1,971.63
w Rent 19 families ___ $38.372.26
Total $44,749.18

This past Sunday we handed out
Christmas gifts to the families of the
Head Start children that we sponsored
this year. Helping Hands volunteers,
along with members of the St.
Stephen’s Women’s Organization, the
St. Stephen’s Knights of Columbus,
members of the Head Start staff and
several youths working doing
| community service hours for school or
church commitments, all joined together
to give clothing and toys to 259 kids.
Each child received a complete set of
new clothing as well as at least 3 toys
that the parents picked out.

Each of the 101 families involved
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We would like to thank the parishioners of St. Stephen’s and Midland Memorial
Hospital for helping to clothe the children, and we also thank the parishioners from St.
Ann’s Catholic Church, Holy Cross High School and Trinity Middle School for holding

toy drives to collect the toys we gave away.

PILGRIMAGE TO EUROPE

with
Er. Bala/Anthony Govindu
Pastor ofiSt. Stephen’s Catholic Church

= 7@ Cost: $5,995 per person (Roundtrip from Dallas)
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Contact Fr. Bala Anthony < 4

4601 Neely Ave, Midland, TX 79707 =
432-599-1521 /

-

Email: balaanthony82@gmail.com
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Ordination Anniversary!
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ROOFING

YOUR PERMIAN BASIN ROOFING COMPANY
Commercial & Residential

ull

Please join us for Holy Mass in honor of
the oth Anniversary of

Father Bala Anthony Govindu

Wednesday, January o3, 2024, at 5:30 p.m.

St. Stephen’s Catholic Church
4601 Neely Ave.
Midland, TX 70707

*Dinner to follow in the Parish Ballroom
Please R.S.'V.P. by December 29, 2023

gmybarra@yahoo.com or behobbsq7@gmail.con

ST. JOSEPH’S i >
HOME HEALTH, INC

30 Village Circle « Midland, TX 79701
432-684-5858 or 877-684-5858

“Providing excellent home care to our community.”

oo w
Prestigious
5 Star Rating
by Medicare

*Largest Locally Owned Home Health Agency »
*Background/Drug & Alcohol Screened Employees

*Serving 17 counties *Se Habla Espanol
*Services available 24 Hours a day, 7 days a week
*Owners, Parishioners Luis R. Diaz & Delma H. Chavez J ’

Skilled Nursing - Physical Therapy - CNAs
Provuider Services (Personal Assistant Services)
Medical Social Worker - Private Duty (Caregiver)
Occupational Therapy - Speech Therapy V’}

I




