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MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 5:00pm (English) 

Sunday: 8:00am (English) 

10:30am (English) 

12:30pm (Spanish) 

5:00pm(English) 

7:00pm (Bilingual) 

  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon:7:00am & 5:30pm 

Tue: 7:00am & 5:30pm 

Wed: 7:00am, 12:15pm & 5:30pm 

Thu: 7:00am & 5:30pm 

Fri: 7:00am, 12:15pm, & 5:30pm 

Sat: 8:00am  

 

      ADORATION    

Monday– Friday 

7:30am-10:00pm 

 

CONFESSIONS 

SUNDAY:  

7:30 AM to 8:00 AM 

9:45 AM to 10:25 AM 

12:00 AM to 12:30 PM 

4:15 PM to 5:00 PM 

6:30 PM to 7:00 PM 

MON—FRI 

6:45 AM to 6:55 AM 

5:00 PM to 5:25 PM 

WED & FRI 

12:00 PM to 12:15 PM 

SATURDAY: 

7:45 AM to 8:00 AM 

4:00 PM to 4:55 PM 

PASTORAL STAFF 

PASTOR 
Rev. Bala Anthony Govindu 

DEACON 
Dcn. Leonard Hendon  

NUNS 
Madre Gertrudis Munoz Mendieta (DRE) 

Hermana: Leonila Torres Bermudez 
Sister Rajamma Mendam (DRE) 

Sister Nirmala Panditi  

ADMINISTRATOR 
Josie Brenner 

ASST. ADMINISTRATOR 
Annabel Wiesman 

YOUTH COORDINATOR  
Carlos Garcia 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Gabriel Salgado 

OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Gladys Qualls 

RECEPTIONIST/OFFICE ASST. 
Maria T Arredondo 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
      Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm  

Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm 

 
Parish Website: www.ststephensmidland.com 

Email: frontdesk@ststephensmidland.com 
 

Find us @st.stephenmidland5420 on YouTube to 
watch the live stream of the Mass! 

 
 
 

 

 

Daily online Rosary with Fr Bala at 10pm on 

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/

holyrosary82  

ST. STEPHEN CATHOLIC  
CHURCH-MIDLAND 

 
4601 Neely Avenue 

Midland, Texas 79707 
Phone: 432-520-7394 

 

https://www.facebook.com/holyrosary82
https://www.facebook.com/holyrosary82


SUNDAY REFLECTION  BY  FR. BALA 

Homily for the Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Readings: Isaiah 66:10–14c, Galatians 6:14–18, Luke 10:1–12, 17–20 
Beloved in Christ, today’s Scriptures pour out a torrent of God’s love, a love that cradles us, redeems us, and 
sends us forth to heal a broken world. On this Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, we are invited to weep 
with joy at God’s tenderness, to cling fiercely to the Cross, and to run with burning hearts as disciples of the 
Kingdom. Let these readings stir your soul, drawing on the fire of theology, the wisdom of the Church, and 
words that will linger in your heart, urging you to live boldly for Christ. 
 
A Mother’s Embrace: God’s Unfailing Love (Isaiah 66:10–14c) 
Imagine a mother cradling her child, wiping away tears, whispering comfort. This is the God Isaiah reveals: 
“Rejoice with Jerusalem… suck fully of the milk of her comfort.” To a people stumbling home from exile, 
hearts heavy with loss, God promises not just restoration but abundance—rivers of prosperity, a love that 
rocks us “in her lap.” This is no distant deity but a God who aches for us, who gathers our brokenness into a 
warm embrace. 
Julian of Norwich, that mystic of divine love, saw this truth: “As truly as God is our Father, so truly is God 
our Mother.” The Church teaches that God’s love is boundless, surpassing all human imagining (CCC, 239). 
In our own exile—whether it’s grief, loneliness, or fear—God’s promise holds: “You shall be carried in her 
arms.” Can you feel it? The God who formed the stars bends low to hold you, to whisper, “You are mine.” 
 “In God’s arms, every tear becomes a song of joy.” 
 
The Cross: Our Only Glory (Galatians 6:14–18) 
St. Paul’s voice thunders through the ages: “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ!” 
Picture him, scarred from beatings, chains, and rejection, yet his heart blazes with love for the Cross. To the 
Galatians, tempted to trust in human achievements, Paul cries, “The world has been crucified to me, and I to 
it!” The Cross is not defeat—it’s victory, the moment God’s love shattered the chains of sin. 
St. Augustine called the Cross “the bed where Christ sleeps for love of us.” The Church proclaims it as the 
source of our salvation (CCC, 616–618). Paul’s “marks of Jesus” on his body—scars of sacrifice—shout that 
he belongs to Christ. What are your marks? The sleepless nights caring for a loved one? The courage to for-
give when it hurts? Every wound borne for love is a badge of glory, a testament that you, too, are a new crea-
tion.          “The Cross is your anchor, your glory, your home.” 
 
Sent with Burning Hearts (Luke 10:1–12, 17–20) 
Now, picture Jesus, his eyes alight with urgency, sending seventy-two disciples into the world. “The harvest is 
abundant, but the laborers are few.” Like lambs among wolves, they go—without money, without baggage, 
only the fire of God’s peace in their hearts. They offer, “Peace be to this household,” and miracles follow: de-
mons flee, hearts awaken. When they return, faces glowing, Jesus rejoices, “I saw Satan fall like lightning!” 
Henri Nouwen said, “Mission is living with a heart on fire for God.” The Church calls every baptized soul to 
this work (Lumen Gentium, 33). Jesus’ command to travel light strips us bare: let go of fear, pride, control. 
Trust God. Speak peace. And when rejection stings, shake the dust from your feet, not in anger, but in free-
dom, knowing your worth lies in heaven. Go out, and share the good news with your smile, your kindness, 
your courage—they are sparks of the Kingdom. 
 “Run with a burning heart, for your name shines in heaven.” 
A Call to Live with Passion 
These readings are a love letter from God, written in the ink of Isaiah’s hope, Paul’s scars, and the disciples’ 
dusty feet. Isaiah wraps us in God’s maternal embrace, promising that no pain is beyond God’s healing. Paul 
lifts the Cross as our banner, daring us to find glory in sacrifice. Jesus sends us, hearts ablaze, to be peace in a 
world of chaos. 
In this moment, feel the weight of your calling. You are not just a face in the pew—you are God’s beloved, 
marked by the Cross, sent to love fiercely. As St. Catherine of Siena cried, “Be who God meant you to be, and 
you will set the world on fire!” Bring peace to your family. Offer mercy to your enemy. Share hope with the 
stranger. The harvest waits, and Christ goes with you. 
Closing Prayer: O God, you hold us as a mother, redeem us through the Cross, and send us with burning 
hearts. Fill us with your love, that we may run to the harvest, proclaiming your peace. May our lives shout 
your glory, now and forever. Amen. 



MASS INTENTIONS                                      
   Sunday, July 6 Ordinary Time 
     
    8:00am †Cruz and †Juanita Muñiz by Marilyn W. 
    †Sue and †Angela Wiesman by Marilyn W. 
  10:30am         Altar Servers of St. Stephen’s  
  †Carmen Riano by Sister 
   12:30pm †Marcelina and †Teofanes Gonzalez by Fam. 
     †Paulo and †Guadalupe Gonzalez by Family  
    5:00pm     †Rose Velarde by Adela Marta and Family 
  †Silvia V. and † Jacoby R. by Villa Family 

    7:00pm  †Benito G. Ozuna by Danny and Dina Borrego 
  Bejarano Family 

 Monday, July 07  
    7:00am Lisa Wilson by family 
    Jon Mangan (BD) by Family 
    5:30pm †Silvia V. and † Jacoby R. by Villa Family 

  For Mike’s studies by Mom 

Tuesday, July 08 
    7:00am     Ginny Carrizales by family 

      Chris Sims (GH) by family 

   5:30pm    Erika Hudson (BD) by Liz & Mando 

  †Silvia V. and †Jacoby R. by Villa Family 

Wednesday, July 09 (St. Augustine Zhao Rong & companions) 

    7:00am     Marylou Decker (BD) John & Linda 

              †Ralph Geller by Debra Buchanan 

   12:15pm Chris Sims (GH) by Family 

  Edward Louis Leps Jr. by Linda Leps 

    5:30pm  †Silvia V. and †Jacoby R. by Villa Family 
  Jerome Buchanan by Debra Buchanan  
Thursday, July 10 
    7:00am Chris Sims (GH) by Family  
  Bill Decker (BD) and John Campion (GH)  
    5:30pm †Silvia V. and † Jacoby R. by Villa Family 
  †Helen Smith by Family 
Friday, July 11 St. Benedict 
     7:00am Elizabeth Johnson by family 
  †Maria Torres by Flores family 
  12:15 pm †Jesus Chavez by Mom 
  Chris Sims (GH) by family 
    5:30 pm         †Silvia V. and † Jacoby R. by Villa Family 
                         Edward Louis Leps Sr. by Linda Leps 
Saturday, July 12 

     8:00am Melanie Reyes by Mom 
  Zelie Powell (Feast day) by Family 
     5:00pm Chris Sims (GH) by family 
  †Jeremy Porras by Britney Garcia 

Sunday, July 13 XV SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
    8:00am Henry Wilson by family 
    †Ariel Isaac Miramontes by Sokolowski family 
  10:30am         †Johnny Contreras by family 
  Chris Sims (GH) by family 
   12:30pm †Jose and †Senorina Heredia by Heredia Fam. 
     †Manuel Heredia by family 
    3:00 pm  Special needs mass 
    5:00pm     †Victor Lopez Jr. by Lopez family 
  Salomon and Matthew Zapata by Bejarano Fam 
    7:00pm  Zapata Family by Bejarano family 
  Maximo Sr. and Maximo Jr. Cuellar by B. Fam 

   
BD= Birthday; GH= Good Health; BA= Baptism Anv; ` 
OA= Ordination Anv.; WA= Wedding Anv. 

Please pray for the following:   
Tania C, Elizabeth H, Elidia V, Rogelio V, Dalia H, Fr. 
Edward B, Noah L, Natalie & Matthew, Natalie T, 
Jonathan R, Anne H, Alan M, Richard R, Belinda S, 
Leonardo A, Noah L, Mirna L, Brenda G, Lacey G, 
conclave, Melissa T, Grayson N, Jennifer N, Austin 
N, Rebecca M, Josh I, Katalina A, Cesareo V, 
Sammy G, Angie L, Gonzalo, Elida and Rogelio V, 
Cristina M, Esteban M, Aj S, Cristina P, Vanessa H, 
Sarah S, Manuel A. Jr, Ludivina E, Ruben M, Cristina 
R, Juho, Elviira, Reijo, Aino, Kalevi, Seppo, Birgitta, 
Gape, Alexandra L, Bertta, Otto, Tatiana T, 
Samantha S. M, Joel L, John & Britney V, Jeremy & 
Marissa T, Eddy & Maria L, Dinh M, Theresa C, 
Loretta G, Andrea Emilia  B, Sylvia S, Javier Maria A, 
Isaiah, Victoria & Vanessa V, Kathen H, Malcom & 
Brandy, Jacob F, Luis S, Charlie H, Ygnacio M, Jolan 
V, Jose O, Annaliza E, Gladys N, Josie B, Ann C, Rio 
Family, Santa Cruz family, Caceres family, Gustavo, 
Ester E, Ruben A. 
 
Email frontdesk@ststephensmidland.com or call 

the office at (432) 520-7394 to be added to the prayer 
list. If someone needs to be removed from prayer list 

please contact the office to remove request. 
Thankyou! 

Upcoming Baptismal Classes  
Proximas Clases bautismales 

 
Julio 13, 2025 / July 13, 2025 

English : 2:00 - 4:30pm     
Español: 2:30 - 5:00pm 

 
Please contact the parish office to register. 

Por favor contacte la oficina parroquial para registrarse. 

St. Stephen’s Catholic Church                                                                                                  
Midland, Texas 79707 

                                           FORTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                    July 06, 2025 

 
 
 
If you were in 2024-2025 OCIA (Order of Christian 
Initiation of Adults)  classes and received your 
sacraments on Easter Vigil, April 19th, 2025, your 
certificates are ready to be picked up at the Parish 
office, please see either Gladys or Maria. 
 
Si estuviste en las clases de OCIA (Orden de 
Iniciación Cristiana de Adultos) 2024-2025 y 
recibiste tus sacramentos en la Vigilia Pascual, el 19 
de abril de 2025, tus certificados están listos para ser 
recogidos en la oficina parroquial. Por favor, consulta 
a Gladys o a María. 

Starting July 6th, our  
10 AM Sunday mass will be 

moved to 10:30 AM 
Fr. Bala Anthony Govindu 



Healing and Deliverance Masses in 
English (Every Alternate Fourth 
Saturday) 
 July 26, 2025 - 7:00 P.M. 
Misa de Sanación y Liberación en 
Español (Cada cuarto domingo alterno) 
•      24 de Agosto de 2025 - 12:30 P.M. 
•      26 de Octubre de 2025– 12:30 P.M. 

FIRST SATURDAY OF THE  
MONTH POTLUCK BREAKFAST 
Come meet and mingle with other 

parishioners. If you like bring a dish to 
share. Our next get together will be 
Saturday August 2, after the 8:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

    The (CDA) – Daughters of St. Stephen’s, Court 

#2818, are working hard to serve you! We serve the mass 

on the Fourth Sunday of each month. We have placed 

American flags on Veterans’ headstones in honor of Memo-

rial Day, Collected Socks for Seniors, and we are in the 

process of preparing a Hot Dog Day fundraiser (see bulletin 

ad) along with planning for many more events for our parish 

community. We will have our next General Meeting on  

August 28, at 6:30 p.m. in Room 11.  

*ALL Catholic women 18 years and older are invited to join 

and share in serving our parish community under our Motto 

of Unity & Charity, with our Patroness the Blessed Moth-

er Mary! For information, please contact 432-230-4426.  

 



EL GRUPO DE ORACION        

“El Buen Pastor” De la Renovación Carismática   

de la iglesia de San Esteban Te invita a unirte al grupo, 

los viernes a las 6pm en el salón 2. 

    

   TENDREMOS CUIDADO DE NIÑOS DONDE    

ELLOS TAMBIEN APRENDERAN LA PALABRA            

DE DIOS DE UNA FORMA DIVERTIDA. 

 
TENDREMOS ALABANZA, ORACIÓN, 

CONVIVENCIA Y TESTIMONIOS. 
El Buen Pastor les abre las puertas a las ovejas, las 

llama por su nombre y ellas escuchan su voz…… 
(San Juan 10-3)  

¡No falte, Los esperamos! 

Si tiene alguna pregunta o para más información 

comuníquese con Alexandra Santamaria al Tel. (432)

935-0657 o con Belén Valdez al Tel (432)  488-7745 

Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy 
Communion 
 

St. Stephen’s will be holding a training session for 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC’s)  

      AUGUST 9, 2025, from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm. 
Are you a fully initiated Catholic (Baptism, Confirmation, 

Eucharist) in good standing, and a registered member of the 
Parish?    

Do you have a deep love for the Eucharist?   
If you answered “Yes” to all these questions, please                                            

consider joining this important and very special ministry! 
 

Please RSVP at this link https://ststephensmidland.com/
extraordinaryministerofholycommunion as soon as 

possible so we have enough handout material for everyone. 
You may complete a hard copy application available in the 

foyer.  
For additional questions please speak with Fr. Bala, any Mass 
Coordinator, or you may contact our Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion (EMHC) Trainers at:  
 
 
Marcos Ybarra    Gina Ybarra      
432-638-9097    432-230-4426 

Capacity is limited 

Capacidad limitada 

https://ststephensmidland.com/extraordinaryministerofholycommunion
https://ststephensmidland.com/extraordinaryministerofholycommunion


Last week Collection 

 
Contributions: 
 

 
Cash 

 
Checks 

 
Totals 
 

Sat. 5:30pm—1st collection $  2,108.00 $   2,585.00 $    4,693.00 

Sun. 8am—1st collection $  1,320.00 $   2,985.00 $    4,305.00 

Sun. 10am—1st collection  $  1,746.00 $   4,713.00 $    6,459.00 

Sun. 12:30pm—1st collection  $  1,870.91 $   1,200.00 $    3,070.91 

African Mass $       61.00  $         61.00 

Sun. 5:00pm—1st collection  $  1,318.00 $      855.00 $    2,173.00 

Sun. 7:00pm—1st collection  $     963.00 $      315.00       $    1,278.00 

Daily Masses $     341.00 $        80.00 $       421.00 

Online Giving $  2,736.43  $    2,736.43 

Mailed in contributions  $    2,156.00 $    2,156.00 

  GRAND TOTAL $  27,353.34 

Second Collection Peter’s Pence $  2,268.00 $    7,163.00 $    9,431.00 

Santa María Goretti 
6 de julio 2025 

Hermana Gertrudis Muñoz Mendieta I.C.A.S. 
 

Santa María Goretti es una santa sencilla y humilde. Murió a los 11 años, pero su madurez humana superaba 
con mucho la edad cronológica. En su casa hacía las faenas domésticas mientras su madre trabajaba en el 
campo, pues ya había muerto su papá. Cuidaba a sus hermanitos pequeños, les hacía rezar y los educaba 
con sus consejos y buenos ejemplos. 
Hubiera querido comulgar todos los días desde su primera comunión, pero la iglesia parroquial estaba a más 
de 10 kilómetros de distancia. Iba todos los domingos y aprovechaba para vender huevos y palomas para 
conseguir algún dinero para la economía familiar. 
En su misma casa vivía un joven de 18 años, llamado Alejandro Serenelli, quien se fijó en ella y quiso 
obligarla a tener relaciones sexuales, pero ella tenía un alto concepto del valor de la pureza y no aceptó. Al 
mes del primer intento, Alejandro la mató, ocasionándole 14 heridas con un punzón. 
Desde el primer momento fue considerada como mártir de la pureza. Su figura se fue engrandeciendo, le 
hicieron monumentos, la invocaban y ella obtenía de Dios muchas gracias y bendiciones. Por lo cual se 
comenzó el proceso para probar su martirio. Fue beatificada en 1947 y canonizada en 1950, asistiendo su 
propia madre, ante más de quinientas mil personas. Hoy santa María Goretti es un ejemplo para la juventud, 
un modelo de pureza y santidad. 
Su asesino Alejandro se arrepintió sinceramente de su pecado y llevó una vida ejemplar en los 27 años de 
cárcel y, especialmente, después de salir de ella. Trabajó en varios oficios, pero durante sus últimos años 
vivió, siendo seglar y miembro de la tercera Orden franciscana, en un convento de padres capuchinos, 
dando ejemplo a todos de vida de oración, sacrificio y obediencia como portero y hortelano. Murió a los 88 
años. De él podemos decir: Fue un asesino convertido por el perdón y el amor de su víctima. Ella se le 
apareció, estando en la cárcel de Noto, manifestándole su deseo de que estuviera con ella eternamente en el 
paraíso. 
Evita a los malos amigos, que tienen los ojos sucios y el alma podrida, porque te van a contaminar. Levanta 
tu mirada al cielo, Dios te está mirando. Mira el rostro de Dios, a través de las cosas bellas que ha creado 
para ti. Mira con ojos puros a los niños y alégrate con su inocencia, mira las mujeres bellas y alégrate con su 
belleza, pero no las manches con miradas impuras. Mira a los pájaros, a los árboles, a las flores, y sentirás su 
pureza reflejada en tu rostro. 



donaciones se envían a Roma para apoyar el ministerio del Papa 
León XIV, incluyendo las diversas oficinas del Vaticano y las obras de 
caridad y asistencia humanitaria del Santo Padre en todo el mundo." 

 





CHOOSE LIFE MIDLAND 
Is welcoming anyone interested in 
learning more about this important 

ministry of Prayer and Care of 
mothers and their children. 

Included in this ministry is making 
known the plight of the mothers 
and that we are praying for them 

and making available resources to 
them. 

 
The rosary for LIFE is prayed 

Fridays al 12 noon at the Choose 
Life Midland located at 2500 W. 

Ohio for an end to abortion 
through out the world and for 

mothers who find themselves in 
difficult situations. Call 432-695-

6955 for more information. 
We look forward to meeting you! 

Join Our Team at The Life Center! 
The Life Center is a non-profit, faith-based 
organization dedicated to providing a loving 
alternative to abortion. We are seeking 
passionate individuals to help support our 
mission of empowering women, men and 
families in need. Visit https://
www.tlcdonor.org/employment for more 
information and to apply today! 
Make a difference in the lives of those we 
serve. 

 

 

YOUTH NEWS 
 

July 9
th

- Kickball – PIONEER PARK 
July 16

th
-swim party 

July 18
th

 FRIDAY NIGHT 
Rockhounds Picnic** 

July 23
rd

- Miniature Golf 
July 30

th
- No Meeting 

** Sign up required** 
**$15.00 per person** 

 

JUNIOR/SENIOR BIBLE STUDY 
-Mondays 7pm to 8pm - 

-YOUTH BUILDING- 
NEXT MEETING JULY 7TH 

All high Junior and Seniors are invit-
ed to join us for a bible study. We 

encourage those recently confirmed 
to attend. 

Bring your bible, journal and bring a 

friend. 

https://www.tlcdonor.org/employment
https://www.tlcdonor.org/employment


 
IS THE LORD 
CALLING YOU 

TO SPEND TIME 
WITH HIM?  

 
OPENINGS ARE 

AS FOLLOW: 
 

MONDAY 
8:00-9:00 am  

12:00-1:00 pm 
 

TUESDAY 
3:00-4:00 

 
THURSDAY 

3:00-4:00 
4:00-5:00 

 

 



Because of your very generous donations, this is what we were able 
to provide in assistance last week:   
       Electric                  2 families              $      239.71  
       Water                     2 families              $      493.22  
       Gas                        2 families              $        83.85  
       Rent                     16 families              $ 34,506.99  
      Transportation        1 family                 $    2,780.64  
       Misc.                      1 family                 $    1,393.00  
                  Total                                         $  39,497.41  

 Helping Hands of Midland  
1301 Brinson Lane 

Midland Tx. 
(432) 520-8900  

www.helpinghandsmidland.com 

 

Would you like to volunteer? 
 
We are in urgent need for more Mass  
Coordinator’s  
to help with Weddings, Quinceanera’s and  
Funerals! 
 
*TRAINING is provided!  
 
*Bi-lingual is helpful! 
 
Please contact the church office for further  
information: 432-520-7394 

 

   Thank You, Composite Lining Systems 
A few weeks ago, we thanked Rogers Ford for all  the 
work they do to help  us out with our vehicles and our 
parking lot.  We felt negligent in not thanking a company 
that has been helping us on a regular basis for many, 
many years…Composite Lining Systems.  They are 
always willing to help us out whenever we have 
problems with our balers, the lifts to our trucks, or pretty 
much anything else in which we have a need.  Special 
thanks to Fidel Fajardo and Mike Duntz (pictured) for 
their work in fixing our baler, and thanks also to Joe 
Schwalbach, president of CLS (and who is also our 
Helping Hands board president) for your ongoing 
support! 
 
JULY TRUCK SCHEDULE Due to the 4

th
 of July 

holiday, our trucks will be at St. Stephen’s Saturday, 
July 12 from 9 am until 1 pm. 



OUR PARISHIONER 
SEAN CARROLL 

 


