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MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 5:00pm (English) 

Sunday: 8:00am (English) 

10:30am (English) 

12:30pm (Spanish) 

5:00pm(English) 

7:00pm (Bilingual) 

  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon:7:00am & 5:30pm 

Tue: 7:00am & 5:30pm 

Wed: 7:00am, 12:15pm & 5:30pm 

Thu: 7:00am & 5:30pm 

Fri: 7:00am, 12:15pm, & 5:30pm 

Sat: 8:00am  

 

      ADORATION    

Monday– Friday 

7:30am-10:00pm 

 

CONFESSIONS 

SUNDAY:  

7:30 AM to 7:55 AM 

9:45 AM to 10:25 AM 

12:00 AM to 12:25 PM 

4:15 PM to 4:55 PM 

6:30 PM to 6:55 PM 

MON—FRI 

6:45 AM to 6:55 AM 

5:00 PM to 5:25 PM 

WED & FRI 

12:00 PM to 12:10 PM 

SATURDAY: 

7:45 AM to 7:55 AM 

4:00 PM to 4:55 PM 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

PASTOR 
Rev. Bala Anthony Govindu 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
Rev. Bonaventure  Onyinyechi Anuforo 

 
DEACON 

Dcn. Leonard Hendon  

NUNS 
Madre Gertrudis Munoz Mendieta (DRE) 

Hermana: Leonila Torres Bermudez 
Sister Rajamma Mendam (DRE) 

Sister Nirmala Panditi  

ADMINISTRATOR 
Josie Brenner 

ASST. ADMINISTRATOR 
Annabel Wiesman 

BOOKKEEPER 
Marisa Mora 

 
YOUTH COORDINATOR  

Carlos Garcia 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Gabriel Salgado 

OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Gladys Qualls 

RECEPTIONIST/OFFICE ASST. 
Yolanda Flores 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
      Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm  

Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm 

 
Parish Website: 

www.ststephensmidland.com 
Email: frontdesk@ststephensmidland.com 

 
Find us @st.stephenmidland5420 on YouTube to 

watch the live stream of the Mass! 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN CATHOLIC  
CHURCH-MIDLAND 

 
4601 Neely Avenue 

Midland, Texas 79707 
Phone: 432-520-7394 

 



SUNDAY REFLECTION  BY  FR. Bonaventure  Onyinyechi Anuforo 

 Theme: Fight the Good Fight of Faith; Recognizing the Other Person (The Vulnerable) 
 
Today's readings prompt us to reflect on how complacency and the tendency to overlook others, especially those 
who are vulnerable, can hinder our success in the fight of faith. These attitudes, which can cloud our moral and 
spiritual vision, often stem from an abundance of comfort and wealth, prompting us to remain indifferent to the 
plight of others and not to extend our compassion. It is crucial to understand that complacency, often seen as a mi-
nor issue, is a major act of omission that separates us from both God and our neighbors. The readings challenge us to 
evaluate our lives and reassess how we use our possessions, wealth, status, and talents in relation to others. Every-
thing we have should be used for the greater good and in service to God and others. 
 
In the first reading from Amos 6:1a, 4-7, the prophet Amos addresses the wealthy elite of Israel, highlighting their self-
indulgence and carefree lifestyles. They live in luxury while turning a blind eye to the suffering of the poor, vulnerable, 
and oppressed. This comfortable existence dulls their sensitivity to God’s message and the injustices within their socie-
ty, ultimately leading to their downfall and exile. 
 
Today's Psalm 146:7-10 serves as a hymn of praise to God, emphasizing His role as a just and compassionate ruler. 
The Psalm highlights God's commitment to justice: He "secures justice for the oppressed," "provides food for the hun-
gry," "sets captives free," and "sustains the fatherless and the widow." The message is clear: placing our trust in hu-
man power is futile; true support comes from God, who champions the cause of the poor and vulnerable, compelling us 
to follow His example in our actions. 
 
In the second reading from Paul’s first letter to Timothy 6:11-16, Paul gives a constructive charge to believers, particu-
larly leaders like Timothy. He encourages Timothy to "flee from all this"—specifically, the love of money and worldly 
pursuits—and to embrace values such as righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. This is a 
call to commit to a vibrant faith in Christ that stands in stark contrast to complacency, selfishness. Paul concludes with 
a magnificent doxology to God, affirming Him as the "King of kings and Lord of lords," who embodies true power and 
immortality. 
 
The parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus from St. Luke’s gospel (16:19-31) powerfully illustrates the need to recognize 
others as fellow human beings. The rich man lives a life of splendor while ignoring the suffering of Lazarus, who lies at 
his gate. It’s essential to understand that it is not wealth itself that condemns the rich man, but rather his indifference 
and failure to recognize Lazarus as a human person, and someone in need. The reversal of their fortunes in the after-
life emphasizes the importance of our actions and responsibilities toward the less fortunate and suggests that our 
choices have eternal consequences. 
 
Message for Today 
The central Christian message emerging from these passages is an urgent call to engage in active faith and social re-
sponsibility while recognizing that all are created in the image and likeness of God. True discipleship means demon-
strating genuine care for the poor and vulnerable. Collectively, the readings affirm that God is a God of justice who 
stands with the vulnerable (Proverbs 19:17; Psalm 41:1-4; Isaiah 58:6-7; James 5:1-5), exposing the spiritual dangers 
of wealth and complacency. These attitudes can cloud our perception of our neighbors' needs, leading to a misguided 
sense of security. 
 
Catholic teaching emphasizes that our material possessions and status are not solely for our benefit but are gifts 
meant to be shared as acts of love and justice. The parable of the rich man and Lazarus encourages us to view our 
present actions as crucial to our salvation, which is intrinsically linked to our love for the poor and vulnerable, as high-
lighted by Jesus in Matthew 25:31-46. 
 
Let us reflect: 
 -Do we still realize that we are soldiers of Christ? 
- Do we still remember our discipline, which is love of God and neighbor? 
- How do we treat the people around us today? 
- How do we share our fortunes with the less privileged? 
- Do we compromise and undermine others to amass wealth and riches? 
- Like Lazarus today, do the vulnerable see the rich as fellow human beings even when they have been marginalized 
by the rich? 
 
Ultimately, the Christian life is meant to be an active journey rather than a passive existence. It calls us to engage in 
the "good fight of the faith," characterized by the disciplinary codes of righteousness, love, and a steadfast commitment 
to serving God through our service to others. Let us embrace this call and strive to live out our faith in ways that uplift 
and support those in need. 



MASS INTENTIONS                                       
Sunday, September 28 XXVI SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
    8:00am  †David and †Beverly Strohmeyer by Samantha  S               

                 Chris Sims (GH) by family                   

  10:30am           Steve Oetting (GH) by Family               
                  For the safety of Fr. Bala’s pilgrimage 

   12:30pm  †Eulacia Merlin by Daughter 

      †Guadalupe Arroyo by Sister 

    5:00pm      †Victoria Frances Tori Novak by Richard Morales 

   †Victor Castillo by Family 

    7:00pm   †Jesus and †Antonia Sandate by Raymond Sandate 

   Hector Flores (BD) by Family 
Monday September 29 St Michael, Gabriel and Rafael 
   7:00am      Chris Sims (GH) by Family  

       Steve Oetting (GH) by Family 

   5:30pm     †Roman and †Manuela Solano by Ortencia  

                          †Robert Ramirez by Family 
Tuesday, September 30 St Jerome 
    7:00am           Chris and Ragan Families 

       †Bruce Evan Foster by John and Linda 

   5:30pm     Steve Oetting (GH) by Family 

   †Henry and †Jesus Vela by Sister 
Wednesday, October 1St Therese of the child Jesus 

    7:00am      †Ronnie Sulak by Family 

               †Gabriel Alvarez by Family 

   12:15pm          Steve Oetting (GH) by Family 

   †Mary Okoh by Ngozi E. 

    5:30pm   †BJ Sanchez (HBD) by Liz and Mando                          

                           †Bruce Evan Foster by John and Linda 
Thursday, October 2 The Holy Guardian Angels 
   7:00am  †Albert and †Caroline by Family         

                           †Gabriel Alvarez by Family 

    5:30pm           †Bruce Evan Foster by John and Linda 

    For the safety of Fr. Bala’s Pilgrimage 
Friday, October 3 
     7:00am  †Albert and †Caroline by Family 

   †Gabriel Alvarez by Family 

  12:15 pm  †Jesus Chavez by Mom 

   Johnny Chavez (BD) by John and Linda 

    5:30 pm          †Bruce Evan Foster by John and Linda 

    For the priests 
Saturday, October 4 St Francis de Assisi 
  8:00am             †PS2 Tanya Valencia by Family 

   †Gabriel Alvarez by Family 

 5:00pm  †Frank and †Bernadina Hernanadez by Olga  

   †Maria and †Ramon Granado by Family 
Sunday, October 5 XXVII Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    8:00am  †Cruz and †Juanita Muniz by Marilyn Wachsmann 
     †Sue and †Angela Wiesman by Marilyn W. 
  10:30am          Johnny Carrizalez (BD) by Mom Paz              
    †Donald and †Shirley Russum by Family 
   12:30pm   Altar Servers 
       †Edis Villasmill  by Family 
    5:00pm       Emely and Amine Hanna (AV) John & Diane White 
    †Juanita Ozuna by Sandy Sandate 
    7:00pm    †Gabriel Alvarez by Family 
 
BD=Birthday; GH=Good Health; BA=Baptism Anv;  

OA=Ordination Anv.; WA=Wedding Anv; HBD= Heavenly BD 

Upcoming Baptismal Classes  
Proximas Clases bautismales 

 
OCTOBER 12, 2025 

English : 2:00 - 4:30pm     
Español: 2:30 - 5:00pm 

 
Please contact the parish office to register. 
Por favor contacte la oficina parroquial para 

registrarse. 

St. Stephen Catholic Church                                                                                                  
Midland, Texas 79707 
                                           TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME           September 28, 2025 

 



 

EL GRUPO DE ORACION        

“El Buen Pastor” De la Renovación Carismática   

de la iglesia de San Esteban Te invita a unirte al 

grupo, los viernes a las 6pm en el salón 2. 

    

   TENDREMOS CUIDADO DE NIÑOS DONDE    

ELLOS TAMBIEN APRENDERAN LA PALABRA            

DE DIOS DE UNA FORMA DIVERTIDA. 

 
TENDREMOS ALABANZA, ORACIÓN, 

CONVIVENCIA Y TESTIMONIOS. 
El Buen Pastor les abre las puertas a las ovejas, 

las llama por su nombre y ellas escuchan su 
voz…… 

(San Juan 10-3)  

¡No falte, Los esperamos! 

Si tiene alguna pregunta o para más información 

comuníquese con Alexandra Santamaria al Tel. (432)

935-0657 o con Belén Valdez al Tel (432)  488-7745 

Healing and Deliverance Masses in English 
(Every Alternate Fourth Saturday) 
•      November 1, 2025 - 7:00 P.M. 
Misa de Sanación y Liberación en Español 
(Cada cuarto domingo alterno) 
•      23 de Noviembre,  2025 – 12:30 P.M. 

FIRST SATURDAY OF THE  
MONTH POTLUCK BREAKFAST 

 
Come meet and mingle with other parishioners. If 

you like bring a dish to share. Our next get 

together will be Saturday October 4 after the 
8:00am Mass  

        “CHOOSE LIFE….LIFE CHAIN” 
 
Join us with life chain on Sunday  
October 5, from 2:00—3:30 at the intersection of Illinois and 
Andrews Hwy 
to help make our presence known that  we stand for life for 
the mother and child and not abortion that ends a life. 
                 

                          Marylyn Wachsmann 
                                (432) 697– 1830 

 RESPECT LIFE….CHOOSE LIFE 
 
Please remember to join us every Friday at the 
Choose Life Building, located at 2500 W. Ohio, at 
12:00 noon to pray the rosary for the unborn. 

Project Rachel Hope and Healing after Abortion 
Safe and Confidential Helpline 
 (432) 236-9883 
Email: projectrachel@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: HopeAfterAbortion.com 
 
Proyecto Raquel: Esperanza y Sanación después del 
Aborto 
Línea de Ayuda Segura y Confidencial (432) 236-9883 
Correo electrónico: 
projectrachel@sanangelodiocese.org 
Sitio web: HopeAfterAbortion.com 

 

mailto:projectrachel@sanangelodiocese.org


  



Last week Collection 

Contributions: Cash Checks Totals 
 

Sat. 5:00pm—1st collection $     1,472.00 $   1,685.00 $    3,157.00 

Sun. 8am—1st collection $     1,771.00 $   2,450.00 $    4,221.00 

Sun. 10:30am—1st collection  $     2,362.00 $   2,595.00 $    4,957.00 

Sun. 12:30pm—1st collection  $     3,733.00 $      865.00 $    4,598.00 

Sun. 2:30 African Mass $           95.00 $        20.00 $       115.00 

Sun. 5:00pm—1st collection  $     2,632.59 $      425.00 $    3,057.59 

Sun. 7:00pm—1st collection  $        807.00 $      290.00 $    1,097.00 

Daily Masses $        283.00 $       $       283.00 

Online Giving $     5,918.00  $    5,918.00 

Mailed in contributions  $   2,305.00 $    2,305.00 

  GRAND TOTAL $  29,708.59 

Helping Hands $        461.00 $  $       461.00 

 28 de septiembre 2025 
Hermana Gertrudis Muñoz Mendieta. 

 
MEDITACIÓN-REFLEXIÓN 

Del Santo Evangelio Lc.16, 19-31 
LA RIQUEZA ENDURECE EL CORAZÓN. 

El dinero endurece el corazón. “Engarza en oro las alas del pájaro y ya nunca podrá volar al 
cielo”. Tenemos entendimiento y voluntad para poder volar…pero el dinero nos rompe las alas… 
Ya no hablamos de solidaridad…igualdad…fraternidad…Sólo nos interesa lo que está a ras de 
tierra, el vuelo horizontal…” La parábola del rico Epulón y Lázaro es, ante todo, el relato 
estremecedor de la “insensibilidad” del que más tiene ante el sufrimiento del más desgraciado. 
Esto, sin duda alguna, es lo primero que salta a la vista cuando se lee esta “historia ejemplar”. 
En el Juicio Final, el Señor nos dirá:” Tuve hambre y no me disteis de comer, tuve sed y no me 
disteis de beber, estaba desnudo y no me vestisteis, en la cárcel y no me visitasteis…Y 
nosotros, asombrados, le diremos: ¿Cuándo te vimos hambriento, sediento, desnudo, 
encarcelado?… Y el Señor nos dirá: Ése ha sido vuestro pecado: “que no me habéis visto” (Mt. 
25,37-40). 
 

LA RIQUEZA OFUSCA LA MENTE. 
La persona normal es aquella que sabe que vivir es convivir, que nos necesitamos, que no somos 
pantallas sino puentes entre unos y otros. Y aquí en la parábola se dice que entre ricos y pobres 
se ha levantado una fosa tan honda que ya unos no pueden pasar donde están los otros. 
a) A nivel individual estamos viendo cómo es frecuente oír quejarse a las personas mayores en 
las Residencias: No vienen a verme mis paisanos, mis vecinos; y a veces, ni siquiera mis hijos. 
Apenas vienen mis nietos a darme un beso. Se les cortan a los ancianos los puentes afectivos y 
sólo desean morirse. No mueren de hambre, ni de frío, ni de estar mal atendidos en el centro 
de salud. Se muere de Asco, es decir, de Soledad. 
b) Pero los puentes también se cortan entre unas naciones y otras. Los países del primer mundo 
ya no se relacionan con los del tercer mundo. Los del Norte no se relacionan con el Sur…. Por 
eso mientras unos, los ricos, son cada vez más ricos, los otros, los pobres, son cada vez más 
pobres. 



 

 

 

 



Octubre mes Misionero.!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

La Iglesia nos llama a orar por todos los 
misioneros del mundo. Y el Santo padre nos 

invita a orar por la paz 
Te invitamos a unirte con tu familia al rezo 

del Santo Rosario Misionero. 
Iglesia San Esteban de martes a viernes a 

las 7:00 p.m. todo el mes. 
Ven y seamos una comunidad en oración por 

 

 



TRAININGS FOR NEW ALTAR SERVERS 
 
We warmly welcome youth who have already reg-

istered and are beginning to shadow and train to 
become altar servers. 
 
Required Training for New Servers will be in the 
Sanctuary of the Church 
 
Friday  October 17         6:30 - 8:00 pm 
Saturday November 1   8:30 - 10:00 am 
 
Training will be ongoing and installation for new 

servers is going to be on Sunday Nov. 23, 2025 at 
the 10:00 AM Mass. 
 
Registration is open  through August for all youth 
who have received their First Communion and 

are interested in joining this very special ministry. 
Please contact our coordinators using the infor-
mation below. 

Anne Hobbs             432-934-3192 

Claribel Lopez Carter            432-302-1929 

CAPACITACIONES PARA NUEVOS MONAGUILLOS 
 
Damos una cálida bienvenida a los jóvenes que ya se 
han  inscrito y que están comenzando a observar y ca-
pacitarse  para ser monaguillos. 
 
Las capacitaciones requeridas para los nuevos mona-
guillos serán  en el  Santuario de la Iglesia. 
 
Viernes  Octubre 17       6:30 - 8:00 pm 
Sabado  Noviembre 1   8:30 - 10:00 am 
 
La capacitación será continua y la instalación de los 
nuevos monaguillos será el Domingo 23 de Noviembre 
de 2025 en la misa de las 10:00 AM 
 
Las inscripciones están abiertas durante todo Agosto 
para  todos los jóvenes que hayan recibido su Primera 
Comunión y estén interesados en unirse a este minis-
terio tan especial. Por favor, contacten a nuestros coor-
dinadores utilizando la información a continuación.  

 
Anne Hobbs                     432-934-3192 
Claribel López Carter       432-302-1929 

REGULAR TRAINING SCHEDULE FOR ALL    AL-
TAR SERVERS 

 

 

Fall Training Schedule:  Please mark you 
calendars.  These trainings are required for 
all servers (new, experienced, advanced, and 
master).  If you are not able to attend the 
training for your specific Mass please plan to 
attend one of the other trainings available. 
 
All Trainings are on Sundays from 3:00 to 
4:00 PM in the Sanctuary of the church 

 Sunday, October 5  For 8:00 
AM Sunday Mass Servers 
 
Sunday, November 2 For 5:00 PM 
Saturday and Sunday Mass Servers 
 
Sunday, November 30 For 10:30 AM 
Mass Servers 

HORARIO REGULAR DE CAPACITACIÓN PARA  MONA-
GUILLOS 

 

Horario de capacitación de otoño: Por favor, ano-
ten en sus calendarios. Estas capacitaciones son 
obligatorias para todos los monaguillos (nuevos, 
experimentados, avanzados y maestros). Si no 
puede asistir a la capacitación para su misa es-
pecífica, planifique asistir a alguna de las otras 
capacitaciones disponibles. 
Todas las capacitaciones se realizan los Domin-
gos de 3:00 a 4:00 PM en el Santuario de la Igle-
sia. 
 
Domingo 5 de Octubre: para los monaguillos de 
las misas dominicales de 8:00 AM 
 
Domingo 2 de Noviembre: para los monaguillos 
de las misas dominicales de 5:00 PM 
 
Domingo 30 de Noviembre: para los monaguillos 
de las misas dominicales de 10:30 AM 

ALTAR SERVERS/MONAGUILLOS 

  

  



  



Because of your very generous donations, this is what we were able 
to provide in assistance last week:   

 
           Electric    6 families $   3,036.77 
  Water    4 families      $   3,989.80 
  Rent             11 families $ 16,789.89 
  Total    $ 23,806.46 
 

 Helping Hands of Midland  
1301 Brinson Lane 

Midland Tx. 
(432) 520-8900  

www.helpinghandsmidland.com 

Please pray for the following:   
Henry G, Armando G, Marielena C, Ray F and Fam, 
Katie D, Jolan Vincent A, Joel and Cesar, Chris Sims, 
Anthony A, Maria S, Maria de N, Nena B, Lupe E, 
James R, Raul J. H, Manuel E. M, Jose J. G, Jim, 
Danny Gaytan, Ryan K, Jordan K Sr, Jordan K Jr, Micha 
V, Inn V, Jeremy T, Marissa T, John V, Britney V, Isaiah 
V, Victoria V, Alvaro C, Jacob F,   Clarissa Rojas, 
Daranee T, Anne and Family, Yaritza F, Andrea Emilia 
B, Gustavo C, Caceres Family, Rios Family, Alonso, 
Santa Cruz Family,  Maricela A, Raegan J, Jose G, 
Daranee T, Raul H, Faith S, Neha N, Andrea B, Daniel 
C, Froylan G, Joel, Cesar, Teresa P, Alonso Family, 
Gustavo C, Erika C, Rios Family, Santa Cruz Family, 
Caceres Family John C, Amanda O, Roy, Tania C, 
Elizabeth H, Elidia V, Rogelio V, Dalia H, Fr. Edward B, 
Noah L, Natalie & Matthew, Natalie T, Anne H, 
Jonathan R, Anne H, Alan M, Richard R, Maria M, 
Jesus M, Belinda S, Leonardo A, Noah L, Mirna L, 
Brenda G, Lacey G, Melissa T, Grayson N, Jennifer N, 
Austin N, Rebecca M, Josh I, Katalina A, Cesareo V, 
Sammy G, Angie L, Gonzalo, Elida and Rogelio V, 
Cristina M, Esteban M, Aj S, Cristina P, Vanessa H, 
Sarah S, Manuel A. Jr, Ludivina E, Ruben M, Cristina R. 
 
Email frontdesk@ststephensmidland.com or call 

the office at (432) 520-7394 to be added to the prayer 
list. If someone needs to be removed from prayer list 

please contact the office to remove request. 

 
 A few weeks ago, we met with Gabriel, a young man who was two months behind on his rent and utility bills and was also 
behind on his car payment and insurance. He is young, strong, healthy and until recently  held a job making good money in his oilfield-
related job that he had held for a good, long time. But then he up and quit his  job. 
 Gabriel and his wife married ten years ago. Young and very much in love, they lived the dream. He held a good job and was 
able to provide a home for his wife. They soon had a baby and two short years later another came. Life was good. 
However, when Rachel was diagnosed with breast cancer, she needed to have a mastectomy.  Chemo and radiation followed and 
eventually the cancer went into remission. They were soon able to make up the debt they had accumulated with her illness and life 
returned to a normal routine of raising their babies and loving each other. They were happy. 
However, two years later, the cancer recurred.  This time it had traveled to her brain and there was no  hope of recovery. Hopelessly, 
Gabriel watched his beloved weaken and before she died, she made him promise that he would take care of their babies and make 
them the most important part of his life. She was 34 years old when she passed. 
 When he visited us two months after her funeral, he told us that he had quit his job. It was a night job in the oilfield, and he 
could no longer do that and care for his children. He could not find a babysitter. He received an out-of-state job offer that required him 
to work on-site, yet he simply refused to leave his children behind. He is still out of work, looking for a job that would provide an income 
and allow him to raise his children. 
 He proudly showed us a photo of his children – a beautiful 6-year-old boy and a 4-year-old girl who held their arms around 
each other and smiled joyfully into the camera. We are confident he will bring Rachel comfort by ensuring their children feel loved. 

 We were able to bring all his bills current. Please pray that he finds a job soon that will allow him to be home at night with 
his children. And thank you for your generosity that made it possible to help his through this crisis. 
  
 OCTOBER TRUCK SCHEDULE 

Our truck will at St. Stephen’s on Saturday, October 4  from 9 am until 1p.m and at St. Ann’s on Saturday, October 18 to 
accept your donations. We thank the Knights of Columbus for taking on this responsibility. 

 



OUR PARISHIONER 
SEAN CARROLL 

 

 

 


