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MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 5:00pm (English) 

Sunday: 8:00am (English) 

10:30am (English) 

12:30pm (Spanish) 

5:00pm(English) 

7:00pm (Bilingual) 

  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon:7:00am & 5:30pm 

Tue: 7:00am & 5:30pm 

Wed: 7:00am, 12:15pm & 5:30pm 

Thu: 7:00am & 5:30pm 

Fri: 7:00am, 12:15pm, & 5:30pm 

Sat: 8:00am  

 

      ADORATION    

Monday– Friday 

7:30am-10:00pm 

 

CONFESSIONS 

SUNDAY:  

7:30 AM to 7:55 AM 

9:45 AM to 10:25 AM 

12:00 AM to 12:25 PM 

4:15 PM to 4:55 PM 

6:30 PM to 6:55 PM 

MON—FRI 

6:45 AM to 6:55 AM 

5:00 PM to 5:25 PM 

WED & FRI 

12:00 PM to 12:10 PM 

SATURDAY: 

7:45 AM to 7:55 AM 

4:00 PM to 4:55 PM 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

PASTOR 
Rev. Bala Anthony Govindu 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
Rev. Bonaventure Onyinyechi Anuforo 

 
DEACON 

Dcn. Leonard Hendon  

NUNS 
Madre Gertrudis Munoz Mendieta (DRE) 

Hermana: Leonila Torres Bermudez 
Sister Rajamma Mendam (DRE) 

Sister Nirmala Panditi  

 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

Annabel Wiesman 
 

BOOKKEEPER 
Marisa Mora 

 
YOUTH COORDINATOR  

Carlos Garcia 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Gabriel Salgado 

OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Gladys Qualls 

RECEPTIONIST/OFFICE ASST. 
Yolanda Flores 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
      Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm  

Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm 

 
Parish Website: www.ststephensmidland.com 

Email: 

frontdesk@ststephensmidland.com 
 
 

Find us @st.stephenmidland5420 on YouTube to 
watch the live stream of the Mass! 

 
 

ST. STEPHEN CATHOLIC  
CHURCH-MIDLAND 

 
4601 Neely Avenue 

Midland, Texas 79707 
Phone: 432-520-7394 

 



SUNDAY REFLECTION  BY  FR. BONAVENTURE O. ANUFORO 

Second Sunday of Advent Year A 
First reading Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72: 1-2,7-8,12-13, 17. 
Second reading: Romans 15:4-9 
Matthew 3:1-12 

Theme: Hope in the Wilderness of Jesus Christ: A call for peace, justice, and repentance  
Dearest sisters and brothers in Christ. We have gathered today on the second Sunday of Advent, a time of 
both anticipation and profound reflection. The Church calls us not only to reflect on the past coming of Christ 
at Christmas but also to prepare for his coming in glory, and to recognize his presence in our lives right now. 
In the first reading of today (Isaiah 11:1-10), Isaiah presents us with a magnificent vision of the Messiah, a fig-
ure of profound hope. He is described not as a powerful warrior but as a humble shoot, a "Flower of Jesse". 
"But a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom. The Spirit of the 
Lord shall rest upon him..." This imagery is crucial. A stump is what’s left after a tree has been cut down—a 
symbol of defeat, despair, or desolation. Yet, from this deadness, God causes new life to spring. For the Isra-
elites, this meant hope after exile and political ruin. For us, it means that even from the stumps of our own 
lives; our failures, our dry spiritual seasons, our broken relationships—God can bring forth his son, the one on 
whom the Spirit rests. 
The characteristics of this Messiah are beautiful: He will judge the poor with justice and decide fairly for the 
meek of the earth. His reign brings the image of true peace: the wolf living with the lamb, the leopard lying 
down with the kid. It is a peace founded on right relationships, a restoration of God’s original order. 
While Isaiah paints the picture of the Messiah who is coming, John the Baptist, in our Gospel reading 
(Matthew 3:1-12), tells us how to prepare for Him. John is a man of the wilderness, a jarring, uncompromising 
voice crying out; "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" 
John is the one who prepares the way, fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy. His message is simple, yet revolutionary. 
Repentance is not just a feeling of sorrow; it is an action. It is a change of mind and heart that leads to a 
change in life. John’s message to the Pharisees and Sadducees who came to him is a stark warning: 
"Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance." 
Advent is our time to ask: What fruit am I producing? (Galatians 5: 16-26). Is it the fruit of selfishness, unfor-
giveness, or anxiety? Or is it the fruit of love, kindness, patience, and generosity? The justice and peace that 
Isaiah promises will only take root in a heart that has been cleared and prepared by genuine repentance. John 
tells us that the preparation is a personal responsibility. We must smooth out the rough spots and straighten 
the winding paths of our own hearts so Christ can dwell there. 
St. Paul in the second reading (Romans 15:4-9) expands more on the theme of this Sunday, showing us how 
to live this Advent hope, with mutual acceptance and unity: "May the God of endurance and encouragement 
grant you to think in harmony with one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, that with one accord you may 
with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." Paul tells us that the Scriptures are writ-
ten "for our instruction, that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 
hope." Our hope is not passive wishful thinking; it is a confident certainty rooted in the revealed promises of 
God. 
And what does this hope move us to do? To "welcome one another, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of 
God." 
The peace and justice of the Kingdom are first established among us (Luke 17:21). If we cannot welcome the 
person next to us in the pew, or the challenging person in our family, or the one with different views, how can 
we truly welcome Christ when he comes? (Matthew 25:34-45). Our ability to live in harmony and unity is the 
clearest sign that we have genuinely prepared the way of the Lord. 
Dearest friends, let us, then, take these readings to heart. Find hope in the dry stumps of your life and trust 
that God brings life from death, for the dry bones shall rise again (Ezekiel 37:1-14).  
Heed the call of John by identifying the areas where you need to repent, to change your mind and actions, 
and produce good fruit. Welcome one another in harmony and unity, for the advent of Christ is about bringing 
all people together in peace. 
The Psalmist in Psalm 72 encourages us to pray for the Advent of the Messiah in our lives, society, and 
minds: "He shall rescue the poor when they cry out, and the afflicted when they have no one to help." Christ's 
justice is always on the side of the vulnerable. Let our Advent preparations include acts of justice and mercy 
toward the poor and afflicted, making our lives a true reflection of the Christ we await. 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Have a spirit-filled Advent!!! 
 

 



MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, December 7th , Second Sunday of Advent    
    8:00am      †Cruz and †Juanita Muniz by Marilyn Wachsmann 

           †Sue and †Angela Wiesman by Marilyn Wachsmann 

  10:30am      †Domingo Carrizales by Wife Paz 

                      †Brandon Barger by Family                          

  12:30pm      †Jose and †Senorina Heredia  by Family 

                      †Manuel Heredia by Family 

    5:00pm      Altar Servers 

         †Michael Granado and †Joel Villanueva by Family  

    7:00pm      †Juanita Torres by Family 

                      †Benito and †Francis Ozuna by Sandy Sandate                 

 Monday, Dec 8 The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

   7:00am       †Judith  Lynn Will Hyder by Family 

                      †Pietro Venanzi by Family 

  12:15pm      The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

                       †Consuelo de la Merced by Mabel Dolores 

   5:30pm       †Consuelo de la Merced  
                      For all souls in Purgatory by Elsa Mora 
Tuesday, December 9 

    7:00am      †Tara Boyle Roche by Family 

                      Chris Sims (GH) by Family          

   5:30pm        Laarni Arizo (GH) 
         In honor of  St. Jude by Elsa Mora 
Wednesday, December 10  Our Lady of Loreto 
    7:00am      Sebastian Giraldo (BD) by Family 
                      †Felipe Riano by Aunt 

   12:15pm     Thanksgiving  by Laarni 

                      For the Petitions of Rabea Abdelrahman 
    5:30pm      †Moices Galindo Aranda by Family                  
                      †Bectha Chavez by Elsa Mora 
Thursday, December 11 
   7:00am       Herbert Moran by Family  

                      †Maria Torres by Flores Family 

   5:30pm       Elizebeth Johnson (GH)  by Family 

                      Isaac Sokolowski ( BD) by Parents 

Friday, December 12 Our Lady of Gaudalupe 
     7:00am    Chris Sims ( GH) by Family 

                     †Bj Sanchez by Mom 

  12:15 pm     For all the religious sisters  

        †Eugenio Rafael Rios by Family 

    5:30 pm    Steve  Oetting by Family 

        † Rito Mora by Elsa  Mora ( Wife) 

   6:30pm      † Mercedes Sanchez by Bobby Torres and Family 

Saturday, December 13 
  8:00pm        Chris  Sims ( GH )by Family 

                      Jeanette Eppler ( GH ) by Suzanne Anderson 
  5:00pm        † Frank  †  Bernadina Hernandez by Olga 
        † Manuela Solano by Ortencia 
Sunday, December 14 Third Sunday of Advent 
    8:00am       † Pietro Venanzi by Family 

                       † Johnny Contreras by Family  

  10:30am       Jeff and Elaine Barger (ANV ) by Family  

                       † Arturo Huerta by Daughter & Family 

  12:30pm       † Rodolfo Villa by Family 

                       † Lucia Macias Morena by Wife & Kids 

    3:00pm       Special needs  

    5:00pm         Chris Sims (GH ) by Family  

                             For  World  Peace                                                                                 

    7:00pm       †Abril Lean ( BD )by Family 

                       † Marissa Carrillo by Family                                 
BD=Birthday; GH=Good Health; BA=Baptism Anv;  

Upcoming Baptismal Classes  
Proximas Clases bautismales 

 
                      January 11, 2026 

English : 2:00 - 4:30pm     
Español: 2:30 - 5:00pm 

 
Please contact the parish office to register. 
Por favor contacte la oficina parroquial para 

registrarse. 

St. Stephen Catholic Church                                                                                                  
Midland, Texas 79707                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                             December 7, 2025 

               Parish Offerings 
               Last week Collection 
 
Envelopes                        $10,195.00 
Loose Plate                      $10, 849.61 
Online Giving                   $  4,263.00 
 

Total:                                $25,307.61 

 

Day of Obligation 



 



 



7 de diciembre 2025 
¡¡¡Voz del que grita en el desierto!!!  “Preparad el camino del Señor, allanad 

sus senderos”  
Domingo 2 de Adviento Ciclo “A” 

Hermana Gertrudis Muñoz Mendieta 
 
 

Jesús admira a Juan y hace de él el mayor elogio: “De entre los nacidos de mujer, nadie es 
mejor que Juan”.  Pero añade este comentario: “Aunque el más pequeño en el reino es ma-
yor que él” (Lc. 7,28). Jesús admira a Juan, se ha dejado bautizar por él, y como él, ha lla-
mado a todos a la conversión. Cuando Herodes mata a Juan, Jesús se retira. Tanto le ha 
impresionado su muerte que necesita tiempo para el duelo. Pero Jesús no Sigue El Camino 
de Juan. 
Juan vive solo en el desierto y Jesús vive en comunidad con sus discípulos, y mezclado con 
la gente. 
Juan lleva una vida ascética, muy austera. Y Jesús “come, bebe, asiste a bodas y pa-
sa “como uno más, como uno cualquiera”. Su mística es el amor. Un amor ardiente y apa-
sionado por el Padre y un amor concreto con los hombres, sus hermanos. 
Juan es duro en su mensaje, mete miedo a la gente y le amenaza si no se convierten. Jesús 
habla de amor, de perdón, de misericordia. Esto hace que Juan, estando en la cárcel, tenga 
dudas y mande unos enviados a que les diga si es el Mesías o tienen que esperar a otro 
(Mt. 11,3). Jesús le dice que es dichoso “aquel que no se escandaliza de Él” (Mt. 11,6). Je-
sús supera la ira y la venganza propias del A.T. Y pasa por la vida con un amor escandaloso. 
Los profetas son hombres geniales. Son poetas, artistas, soñadores. Llevan mensajes de 
protesta cuando el pueblo se desvía y llevan también mensajes de esperanza cuando este 
pueblo está hundido. 
En la primera lectura, Isaías sueña con un mundo al revés, pero un mundo maravillo-
so: “habitará el lobo con el cordero; el leopardo se tumbará con el cabrito y el ternero y el 
león pacerán juntos”. Ha puesto juntos a un animal salvaje y a otro pacífico. Lo normal es 
que el salvaje se coma al pacífico. Pero, en la visión del profeta, en los tiempos del Mesías, 
el animal pacífico no sólo podrá habitar con el salvaje, sino que llegará a domesticar-
lo.  Esos instintos bestiales, salvajes, que todos llevamos dentro quedarán vencidos por 
unos nuevos instintos de cercanía, bondad, fraternidad. Tiempos en que un “niño puede 
meter la mano en la boca de la serpiente y no le hará daño”. El niño, al no tener pasado ni 
prejuicios, cree que todo el mundo es bueno, que todos son su familia. Para él la vida es un 
juego. Los mayores no metemos la mano en la boca de nadie porque nos puede morder. 
Ese mundo ideal en el que nadie haga mal a nadie, es más, en el que todos vivamos como 
humanos es el que ha venido a traernos Jesús. Él nos habla de un Dios Padre que es bueno 
para todos:” Hace salir el sol sobre buenos y malos y manda la lluvia sobre juntos y peca-
dores” (Mt.5,45). Murió pidiendo perdón por sus mismos asesinos. 

 



  

  



EL GRUPO DE ORACION        

“El Buen Pastor” De la Renovación Carismática   

de la iglesia de San Esteban Te invita a unirte al grupo, los viernes a las 6pm en 

el salón 2. 

  

   TENDREMOS CUIDADO DE NIÑOS DONDE    ELLOS TAMBIEN 

APRENDERAN LA PALABRA            DE DIOS DE UNA FORMA DIVERTIDA. 

 
TENDREMOS ALABANZA, ORACIÓN, CONVIVENCIA Y TESTIMONIOS. 

El Buen Pastor les abre las puertas a las ovejas, las llama por su nombre y 
ellas escuchan su voz…… 

(San Juan 10-3)  

¡No falte, Los esperamos! 

Si tiene alguna pregunta o para más información comuníquese con Alexandra 

Santamaria al Tel. (432)935-0657 o con Belén Valdez al Tel (432)  488-7745 

  Dear Parishioners: Please join the Knights 

of Columbus of St. Stephen’s, Counsel 

#12657 along with Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas, Daughters of St. Stephen’s, 

Court #2818 on the FIRST and THIRD 

Tuesday of each month in the Sanctuary to pray the 

rosary. For additional information please text 432-230-

4426 or 432-638-9097. We look forward to seeing you 

there!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

La parroquia de San Esteban, Midland, INVITA, 
cordialmente a toda la comunidad a participar en la 

Novena en honor a Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe. 
Del 3 al 11 de diciembre  a las 7:00 de la noche 

Dia 12 de diciembre mañanitas a las 5:00 de la mañana 
5:30 de la mañana Danza de los Matachines 

5:45 de la mañana Misa  
6:30 de la tarde Misa solemne en español  
7:30 de la noche obra de las apariciones. 

   Cada día en el templo Parroquial.  
Durante el novenario nos uniremos en oración  

Para honrar a Nuestra Madre 
Santísima de Guadalupe, agradecer sus bendiciones, 

favores  
Y prepararnos espiritualmente para la solemnidad guada-

lupana. 
 ¡¡¡NO ESTOY YO AQUÍ QUE SOY TU MADRE­­!!! 

 

 

 



Bulleting Announcement, November 30-December 21,2025 
                 St. Stephen’s Catholic Church, Midland Texas 
                               Parish Council Elections 
 

 There are four positions on the St. Stephen’s Par-
ish Council which will have expired at the  
end of the year, and we are seeking nominations 
for candidates for election. 
 The parish council serves in an advisory and con-
sultative role under the pastor in matters that con-
cern the administration of the parish, including per-
sonnel, physical facility, ministry, among others.  
The council plans to meet on a quasi monthly 
schedule, and membership on the council is a 
commitment to attend the meetings, which might 
occasionally include members attending via video/
audio distance. 
To qualify as a candidate the person must be 18 
years or older, a registered member of the parish, 
and have no family member already serving.  If you 
would like to nominate someone, please check with 
them first to ensure they would accept the nomina-
tion, and you may nominate yourself.  Nomination 
forms are available at the parish office front desk.  
Nominations will be accepted November 23 to De-
cember 7, and election will be take place Decem-
ber 8 to December 21 

 

  

 



 



Because of your very generous donations, this is what we were able 
to provide in assistance last week:  
 
 
             Water    2 families         $   1,397.59  
  Rent   10 families    $ 13,100.32 
  Total       $ 14,497.91 

 Helping Hands of Midland  
1301 Brinson Lane 

Midland Tx. 
(432) 520-8900  

www.helpinghandsmidland.com 

Please pray for the following:   
Millie P.R., Rose B, Janette and Charles E, Josh I, Rebecca M, Maddie S, Addy G, John P, David Ch, 
Bob and Eva, Yvette and Fam, Margarita C, Luciana A, Jose M, Sara B, Yvette O, Lee E, Lourdes M, 
James and Belinda H, Norma D,Ms. May and safety of her child, Eric G, Amanda O, Dominic Yingyos 
T, Vlado A, Andrea S , Carlos P, Juan M, Jacob David S, Mary C L, Faith S, Heather r, Gonzalo A Jr, 
Norman B, Frank g, Henry G, Armando G, Marielena C, Ray F and Fam, Katie D, Jolan Vincent A, Joel 
and Cesar, Chris Sims, Anthony A, Maria S, Maria de N, Nena B, Lupe E, James R, Raul J. H, Manuel 
E. M, Jose J. G, Jim, Danny Gaytan, Ryan K, Jordan K Sr, Jordan K Jr, Micha V, Inn V, Jeremy T, 
Marissa T, John V, Britney V, Isaiah V, Victoria V, Alvaro C, Jacob F,   Clarissa Rojas, Daranee T, 
Anne and Family, Yaritza F, Andrea Emilia B, Caceres Fam,  Gustavo B, Rios Family, Alonso, Santa 
Cruz Family,  Maricela A, Raegan J, Jose G, Daranee T, Raul H, Faith S, Neha N, Andrea B, Daniel C, 
Froylan G, Joel, Cesar, Teresa P, Erika C, John C, Amanda O, Roy, Tania C, Elizabeth H, Elidia V, 
Rogelio V, Dalia H, Fr. Edward B, Noah L, Natalie & Matthew, Natalie T, Anne H, Jonathan R, Anne H, 
Alan M, Richard R, Maria M, Jesus M, Belinda S, Leonardo A, Noah L, Mirna L, Brenda G, Lacey G. 
 

Email frontdesk@ststephensmidland.com or call the office at (432) 520-7394 to be added to the prayer list. If 
someone needs to be removed from prayer list please contact the office to remove request. Thankyou! 

 

. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER TRUCK SCHEDULE 
Our truck will at St. Ann’s on Saturday, Dec. 20 from 9 am until 1 pm to accept your donations. We 

thank the Knights of Columbus for taking on this responsibility. 
 

 
Thanks for the Food! 

 
We received very special blessings right be-
fore Thanksgiving when several organiza-
tions donated non-perishable food items to 
us.  The picture represents only about 1/3 of 
all that was donated, and the food disap-
peared off our shelves! 
Special thanks to St. .Ann’s Knights of Co­
lumbus Council 3071, Andalucia Villas 
and Olympus Property (Tradewinds Apart­
ments) for your very generous donations! 

 



OUR PARISHIONER 
SEAN CARROLL 

 

                                  In memory of… 
                               Rufino B. Corralez Sr. 

                         Carmen M. Corralez 

                         Dad and Mom  

                            From Grandkids. 

 

 


