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MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 5:00pm (English) 

Sunday: 8:00am (English) 

10:30am (English) 

12:30pm (Spanish) 

5:00pm(English) 

7:00pm (Bilingual) 

  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon:7:00am & 5:30pm 

Tue: 7:00am & 5:30pm 

Wed: 7:00am, 12:15pm & 5:30pm 

Thu: 7:00am & 5:30pm 

Fri: 7:00am, 12:15pm, & 5:30pm 

Sat: 8:00am  

 

      ADORATION    

Monday– Friday 

7:30am-10:00pm 

 

CONFESSIONS 

SUNDAY:  

7:30 AM to 7:55 AM 

9:45 AM to 10:25 AM 

12:00 AM to 12:25 PM 

4:15 PM to 4:55 PM 

6:30 PM to 6:55 PM 

MON—FRI 

6:45 AM to 6:55 AM 

5:00 PM to 5:25 PM 

WED & FRI 

12:00 PM to 12:10 PM 

SATURDAY: 

7:45 AM to 7:55 AM 

4:00 PM to 4:55 PM 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

PASTOR 
Rev. Bala Anthony Govindu 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
Rev. Bonaventure Onyinyechi Anuforo 

 
DEACON 

Dcn. Leonard Hendon  

NUNS 
Madre Gertrudis Munoz Mendieta (DRE) 

Hermana: Leonila Torres Bermudez 
Sister Rajamma Mendam (DRE) 

Sister Nirmala Panditi  

 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

Annabel Wiesman 
 

BOOKKEEPER 
Marisa Mora 

 
YOUTH COORDINATOR  

Carlos Garcia 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Gabriel Salgado 

OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Gladys Qualls 

RECEPTIONIST/OFFICE ASST. 
Yolanda Flores 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
      Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm  

Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm 

 
Parish Website: www.ststephensmidland.com 

Email: 

frontdesk@ststephensmidland.com 
 
 

Find us @st.stephenmidland5420 on YouTube to 
watch the live stream of the Mass! 

 
 

ST. STEPHEN CATHOLIC  
CHURCH-MIDLAND 

 
4601 Neely Avenue 

Midland, Texas 79707 
Phone: 432-520-7394 

 



SUNDAY REFLECTION  BY  FR. Bala Anthony Govindu  

Why Jesus Was Born — The Hunger of the Human Heart 
Jesus was born not because the world was peaceful or prepared, but because the world was wounded and hungry. 
Christmas is God’s response to the deepest ache of the human heart an ache we try to silence with distractions, posses-
sions, achievements, and pleasures, yet which only grows louder in the quiet. 
But God did not answer this hunger from a distance. He chose to come through a woman. Before Christ was laid in a 
manger, He was first received in the heart and womb of Mary. The hunger of humanity met the obedience of one 
woman who said, “Let it be done to me according to your word.” In Mary, God found a heart empty enough to be 
filled, humble enough to receive, and faithful enough to offer the Savior to the world. 
Psychologically, humanity lives under fear: fear of being unloved, fear of abandonment, fear of failure, fear of death. 
Beneath our confidence lies anxiety; beneath our success, insecurity. God did not respond to this fear with ideas or 
commands. He responded with presence. He became a Child; small, vulnerable, and reachable, so that no one would 
ever feel too insignificant to be seen or too broken to be held. 
And this presence came wrapped in a mother’s arms. Mary’s embrace is the first place where divine love becomes 
humanly touchable. In the face of the Infant Jesus, held by His Mother, our fear of abandonment is healed: God is 
with us and He comes to us through maternal tenderness. 
Spiritually, Jesus was born because humanity had lost its way. Sin fractured our communion with God, with one an-
other, and within ourselves. We knew what was right but lacked the strength to live it. So God did not wait for us to 
rise to Him; He descended to us. In Jesus, eternity entered time, heaven touched earth, and mercy took on flesh. 
Mary stands at this moment as the new Eve, where the first Eve’s disobedience closed the door, Mary’s obedience 
opened it again. Through her yes, the path back to the Father is reopened. Christmas is not only the birth of Christ, it is 
the beginning of restoration through a woman who trusted God completely. 
And He was laid in a manger, not a cradle, but a feeding trough, the place where animals come to eat. This was no ac-
cident. From the very first night, God was revealing His plan. Before Jesus would ever say, “I am the Bread of Life,” 
He was placed where food is given. 
But notice this: the Bread of Heaven first came to us through Mary. She carried Him, nourished Him, protected 
Him, and then laid Him down for the world. Mary is the first tabernacle. The manger is the first altar. The Child is al-
ready a gift meant to be received. 
Bethlehem means “House of Bread,” and the Bread of Heaven was born there but Mary is the living house that car-
ried the Bread before Bethlehem ever did. 
Emotionally, Jesus was born to heal wounded hearts. He entered poverty, vulnerability, rejection, exile, misunder-
standing, and suffering. And Mary walked every step of this pain with Him from Bethlehem to Egypt, from Nazareth 
to Calvary. She shows us that God does not eliminate suffering immediately; He enters it with us. 
That is why Christmas assures us that God is not distant from our pain. He is Emmanuel; God with us and Mary is 
the first witness that God stays, even when the road is dark and unclear. 
But He came not only to be with us He came to feed us. The human heart suffers from a hunger no human love can 
fully satisfy. Many live on crumbs: conditional love, shallow affection, temporary comforts. In the manger, God says, 
“Come and eat.” 
Mary does not keep the Child for herself. She presents Him. She shows Him. She gives Him. Just as at Cana she will 
later say, “Do whatever He tells you,” at Christmas she silently says, “Here He is.” Jesus was born to nourish what is 
empty within us, to strengthen what is weak, to restore what is broken. 
The manger already points to the altar. The wood of the feeding trough whispers of the wood of the Cross. The Child 
laid down in Bethlehem is the same Jesus who will one day take bread and say, “This is my Body.” Mary, who gave 
Him flesh, will one day stand at the Cross and offer Him again this time for the salvation of the world. 
In the Eucharist, the mystery of Christmas continues. The God who once came hidden in flesh still comes hidden in 
bread. Love makes itself consumable so that we may live. And just as Mary once gave Him to the world, the Church 
like Mary continues to present Christ to hungry hearts. 
Jesus was born to reveal a love that does not dominate or force but invites. A love that chooses us even in our sin. A 
love that becomes food. From the manger to the Cross, from the Cross to the altar, God repeats the same message: 
“You are worth coming for.” 
This is why Jesus was born: To replace fear with trust. To restore communion with the Father. To heal wounded hearts. 
To feed the starving soul. 
And this is why Mary matters: She teaches us how to receive Him, how to trust Him, and how to give Him to others. 
Christmas is not merely a memory it is an invitation. An invitation to bring our hunger, our wounds, our fears, and our 
emptiness to the manger and to the altar. Mary stands beside us, pointing not to herself, but to her Son. 
The Child born for us is the Bread of Life, and He is still saying to each heart: “Come to me… and take and eat.” 
May this Christmas be more than a celebration. May it be an encounter with the God who chose to be born for you, 
with a Mother who received Him for you, and with a Savior who becomes your nourishment forever.  

 



MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, December 21 Fourth Sunday of Advent    
    8:00am     Max Flores (BD) by Family 
                     †Herbert Moran by Family                  

  10:30am     Luis Gonzales (BD) by Carrizales Family 

                     †Albert Beto Valles by Silvia Valles                          

  12:30pm     †Edis Villasmill by Family 

                     †Ramon Moreno and †Adela B. by Family 

    2:30pm     African Mass 

    5:00pm     Chris Sims (GH) by Family 

                           †Rosita Bernal by Joe and Maggie                                                                                                                                                        

     7:00pm         †Filiberto Borunda by Kids 

                           †Efrain H Madrid (HBD)  by Madrid Family                                                                  
 Monday, December 22 

   7:00am      Chris Sims (GH) by  Family 

                     †Pietro Venanzi by Family 

   5:30pm      †Oscar Suarez 
                     †Rosita Bernal by Joe and Maggie 
Tuesday, December 23 St John of Kanty 
    7:00am      Brandon Lopez (BD)  by Family 
                      †Clarence and †Josefina Chavez by Linda and John 

    5:30pm      Jaime Chavez (BD) by John and Linda 
         †Rosita Bernal by Joe and Maggie 
Wednesday, December 24 Christmas Vigil Mass 
     7:00am     Paul Christopher (BD) by John and Linda 
                      †Juan Flores by Family 

     5:00pm (Children’s Mass with Pageant)     

                      †Jesus Chavez by Mom 

                      †Marisela  Rodriguez by Friend 

     7:30pm Spanish (Misa de los niños con pastorela) 

                      Erick Garcia (GH) 
                      †Rosita Bernal by Joe and Maggie    
   12:00am  English  (Midnight Mass) 
                      †Jesus and †Agustina Puente Cruz by Fam 
                      †Oscar Suarez 
Thursday, December 25 The  Nativity  of the Lord 
     8:00am     † Judith Lynn Will Hyder by Family 

                     Sophia Giraldo (BD) by Family 

   10:30am   †Oscar Suarez 

                     †Rosita Bernal by Joe and Maggie  

   12:30pm    Jose Razo (BD) by sister 

                     Desiree Garcia (BD) by Aunt                    
Friday, December 26 St. Stephen 
    7:00am     Chris Sims (GB)  by Family 

                     †Frank Percifull by Family 

  12:15 pm    †Oscar Suarez 

                     †Carlos Flores by Family     

    5:30 pm    †Rosita Bernal by Joe and Maggie 

        †Danny Percifull by Family  

Saturday, December 27 St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
  8:00am        Andrew Qualls (BD) by Family 

                      John and Linda (WA) by Husband 
  5:00pm        Xander Meridyth (BD) by Liz Madrid 
       †Frank and †Bernadina Hernandez by Olga 
Sunday, December 28 The Holy Family of Jesus and Mary 
    8:00am      †Nella Ortega and †Pilo  Medrano 

                      †Victor Borunda and †Carolina Lopez 

  10:30am      †Paulo and †Narcissa Abundez  

                      †Oscar Manela Juarez by Carolina Juarez 

  12:30pm      †Rene Rios by Paty Rios and Family  

                      †Angel Ramirez by Patricia Ramirez 

    5:00pm        †Johnie Lee Qualls by Family  

                             Chris Sims (GH) by Family                                                                          

    7:00pm      †Dee Anna Thompson by Family                        

                      †Mike Percifull by Family         

BD=Birthday; GH=Good Health; BA=Baptism Anv;  

OA=Ordination Anv.; WA=Wedding Anv; HBD= Heavenly BD 

Healing and Deliverance Masses in 
English (Every Alternate Fourth 
Saturday) 
•         January 3, 2026 - 7:00 P.M 
•  
Misa de Sanación y Liberación en 
Español (Cada cuarto domingo alterno) 
•      Enero 25, 2026 – 1:00 P.M 

Upcoming Baptismal Classes  
Proximas Clases bautismales 

 
                      January 11, 2026 

English : 2:00 - 4:30pm     
Español: 2:30 - 5:00pm 

 
Please contact the parish office to register. 
Por favor contacte la oficina parroquial para 

registrarse. 

St. Stephen Catholic Church                                                                                                  
Midland, Texas 79707                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                FORTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                             December 21, 2025 

               Parish Offerings 
               Last week Collection 
 
  Envelopes                        $    9,801.00 
  Loose Plate                      $  15,435.56 
  Online Giving                   $    6,495.00 
 

  Total:                               $  31,731.56 
  2nd Collection                  $    6,244.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Blessed Sacrament will be 
reposed from December 22,2025 to 

January 4,2026 
 

El Santisimo Sacramento sera 
reposado del 22 de Diciembre,2025 a 

Enero 4,2026 
 



 



 
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE  

MONTH POTLUCK BREAKFAST 

 
Come meet and mingle with other 

parishioners. If you like bring a dish to 
share. Our next get together will be 

Saturday January 3,2026 after the 8:00am 
Mass  

   REMINDER/ RECORDATORIO 
 
 As of January 2026, the 12:30pm 
will be celebrated at 1:00pm 
 
A partir de Enero 2026 la  misa de 
12:30pm se celebrará a la 1:00pm 
 

 

 

 



Domingo 4 de Adviento ciclo “A” 
21 de diciembre 2025 

Hermana Gertrudis Muñoz Mendieta 
«Dios con nosotros» 

Tu nacimiento, Cristo nuestro Dios, ha mostrado al mundo la luz de la sabiduría. Porque los que 
adoraban las estrellas fueron enseñados en tu Navidad por una estrella a adorarte, ¡Oh sol de 

Justicia! Y a saber que tu viniste del Oriente de las alturas, ¡Oh, Señor, ¡Gloria a ti! 
El nombre, para aquella mentalidad judía, expresa el ser, su destino y su misión. Es como  el 
A.D.N. más profundo. Los nombres que el Ángel da al Mesías no pueden ser más significativos: 
EMMANUEL Y JESUS. Emmanuel significa “Dios con nosotros”. Y Jesús “Dios salva. Dios es pa-
ra mí “presencia y salvación”. No se trata de una presencia meramente externa, sino íntima, pro-
funda. Él es mi mejor yo. La salvación significa “solución”. No da soluciones  baratas y pasajeras. 
Da solución auténtica y definitiva al problema de la vida y de la muerte. 
Dios con nosotros. Desde el momento que Dios se ha hecho “hombre” Dios ha dejado definitiva-
mente de ser sólo “Dios en sí” para ser también “Dios-con-nosotros”. El evangelio de Mateo que 
comienza  hablándonos del EMMANUEL, termina con estas consoladoras palabras: “Yo estoy 
con vosotros todos los días hasta el fin de los tiempos”. Desde este momento ya nadie podrá 
decir que está solo.  Éste es el gran misterio de la Encarnación. Un misterio que debemos 
“contemplar” en Navidad, en cualquier rincón del mundo donde se represente un belén.  Pase-
mos deprisa la mirada sobre  tantas luces, ríos, montañas, animales, figuras, personajes, -aunque 
sean reyes-, y concentremos nuestra mirada en ese Dios Inmenso que se hace pequeño y vulne-
rable en la fragilidad de un niño que llora.  Caigamos de rodillas “estremecidos” ante ese enorme 
misterio. Es lo que hicieron los Magos: “Y cayendo de rodillas, le adoraron” (Mt. 2,11). 
Dios salva. ¿De qué nos salva? Nos salva de la oscuridad. Nos salva de nuestras dudas, de 
nuestros miedos, de nuestras angustias, de nuestra perplejidad. Así sucedió con José, “el hombre 
justo”. El Ángel del Señor le cierra una puerta a un mundo de oscuridad y  zozobra y le abre otra a 
un mundo de luz y de paz.  Nos salva de lo peor que hay en nosotros: nuestro egoísmo, nues-
tra  violencia,  nuestra mirada miope y materialista. 
Nos salva de la esclavitud. Decía Jesús: “El que hace el pecado se hace esclavo del pecado”. 
(Jn.8,34). Nuestro pecado son las tendencias, los apetitos, la concupiscencia que nos impulsa a 
apetecer lo que no nos conviene, y nos hace daño.  Preferimos un placer inmediato y pasajero a 
una felicidad plena y duradera. Ser libres es quedar fascinados por Dios, vivir enamorados de Dios 
y de su Reino hasta el punto de perder el gusto y el atractivo por las cosas del mundo que nos es-
clavizan. ¿Cómo puede ser esto? “Dame un corazón que ame y entenderá lo que digo”. (S. 
Agustín) 
Nos salva del falso concepto de Dios. Hay todavía cristianos que no comprenden a un Dios ena-
morado de la vida, un Dios que sufre más que nosotros cuando nosotros lloramos y goza más que 
nosotros cuando nosotros reímos. Un Dios que, si pudiera dormir, despertaría sin cosas, pero no 
sin sueños. Nosotros somos el sueño de Dios. “Su delicia es estar con los hijos de los hom-
bres” (Proverbios 8,3) 
 

 



 



 

 

 

 



Bulleting Announcement, November 30-December 21,2025 
                 St. Stephen’s Catholic Church, Midland Texas 
                               Parish Council Elections 
 

 There are four positions on the St. Stephen’s Par-
ish Council which will have expired at the  
end of the year, and we are seeking nominations 
for candidates for election. 
 The parish council serves in an advisory and con-
sultative role under the pastor in matters that con-
cern the administration of the parish, including per-
sonnel, physical facility, ministry, among others.  
The council plans to meet on a quasi monthly 
schedule, and membership on the council is a 
commitment to attend the meetings, which might 
occasionally include members attending via video/
audio distance. 
To qualify as a candidate the person must be 18 
years or older, a registered member of the parish, 
and have no family member already serving.  If you 
would like to nominate someone, please check with 
them first to ensure they would accept the nomina-
tion, and you may nominate yourself.  Nomination 
forms are available at the parish office front desk.  
Nominations will be accepted November 23 to De-
cember 7, and election will be take place Decem-
ber 8 to December 21 

 

  

 



 



Because of your very generous donations, this is what we were 
able to provide in assistance last week:  
 
                         
   Electric                     5 families   $   2,090.71 
   Water                        1 family               $      585.79 

  Rent                      11 families   $ 19,290.00 
  Medical            1 family               $   1,488.63 
  Christmas Gifts        25 families   $   2,500.00 

   TOTAL                            $  26,323.03 

 

 Helping Hands of Midland  
1301 Brinson Lane 

Midland Tx. 
(432) 520-8900  

www.helpinghandsmidland.com 

Please pray for the following:   
Calley S. Mazel, Shayanna, Ben, Marlene, Marcela Guajardo, Sylvia D H, Millie P.R., Rose V, Janette 
and Charles E, Josh I, Rebecca M, Maddie S, Addy G, John P, David Ch, Bob and Eva, Yvette and 
Fam, Margarita C, Luciana A, Jose M, Sara B, Yvette O, Lee E, Lourdes M, James and Belinda H, 
Norma D,Ms. May and safety of her child, Eric G, Amanda O, Dominic Yingyos T, Vlado A, Andrea S , 
Carlos P, Juan M, Jacob David S, Mary C L, Faith S, Heather r, Gonzalo A Jr, Norman B, Frank g, 
Henry G, Armando G, Marielena C, Ray F and Fam, Katie D, Jolan Vincent A, Joel and Cesar, Chris 
Sims, Anthony A, Maria S, Maria de N, Nena B, Lupe E, James R, Raul J. H, Manuel E. M, Jose J. G, 
Jim, Danny Gaytan, Ryan K, Jordan K Sr, Jordan K Jr, Micha V, Inn V, Jeremy T, Marissa T, John V, 
Britney V, Isaiah V, Victoria V, Alvaro C, Jacob F,   Clarissa Rojas, Daranee T, Anne and Family, 
Yaritza F, Andrea Emilia B, Caceres Fam,  Gustavo B, Rios Family, Alonso, Santa Cruz Family,  
Maricela A, Raegan J, Jose G, Daranee T, Raul H, Faith S, Neha N, Andrea B, Daniel C, Froylan G, 
Joel, Cesar, Teresa P, Erika C, John C, Amanda O, Roy, Tania C, Elizabeth H, Elidia V, Rogelio V, 
Dalia H, Fr. Edward B, Noah L, Natalie & Matthew, Natalie T, Anne H, Jonathan R, Anne H, Alan M, 
Richard R, Maria M, Jesus M, Belinda S, Leonardo A, Noah L, Mirna L, Brenda G, Lacey G. 
 

Email frontdesk@ststephensmidland.com or call the office at (432) 520-7394 to be added to the prayer list. If 
someone needs to be removed from prayer list please contact the office to remove request. Thankyou! 

Thank you MS Directional and Multi-chem for your generous donations! 
Pictured at left is Paul Ramirez from MS Directional. He and his fellow employees made a  large  donation of 
cash and then returned with a box-full of toys that they purchased for us to share with the children we spon-
sored for Christmas. On the right are employees from Multi-Chem (from left to right Jim Russum, Jay Moran, 
Jerry Hayden and Joel Gonzales), who also came with a very generous cash donation to be used for the same 
purpose. We are so grateful to these very giving organizations for their care and compassion for the less fortu-
nate this holiday season. May God bless them abundantly!  
 
 

DECEMBER TRUCK SCHEDULE 
Our trucks will be at St. Ann’s on Saturday, December 20 from 9 am  until 1 pm. We thank the Knights of 
Columbus for taking on this responsibility. 
 

 



OUR PARISHIONER 
SEAN CARROLL 

 

                                  In memory of… 
                               Rufino B. Corralez Sr. 

                         Carmen M. Corralez 

                         Dad and Mom  

                            From Grandkids. 

 

 


