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MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 5:00pm (English) 

Sunday: 8:00am (English) 

10:30am (English) 

1:00pm (Spanish) 

5:00pm(English) 

7:00pm (Bilingual) 

  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon:7:00am & 5:30pm 

Tue: 7:00am & 5:30pm 

Wed: 7:00am, 12:15pm & 5:30pm 

Thu: 7:00am & 5:30pm 

Fri: 7:00am, 12:15pm, & 5:30pm 

Sat: 8:00am  

 

      ADORATION    

Monday– Friday 

7:30am-10:00pm 

 

CONFESSIONS 

SUNDAY:  

7:30 AM to 7:55 AM 

9:45 AM to 10:25 AM 

12:00 AM to 12:55 PM 

4:15 PM to 4:55 PM 

6:30 PM to 6:55 PM 

MON—FRI 

6:45 AM to 6:55 AM 

5:00 PM to 5:25 PM 

WED & FRI 

12:00 PM to 12:10 PM 

SATURDAY: 

7:45 AM to 7:55 AM 

4:00 PM to 4:55 PM 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

PASTOR 
Rev. Bala Anthony Govindu 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
Rev. Bonaventure Onyinyechi Anuforo 

 
DEACON 

Dcn. Leonard Hendon  

NUNS 
Madre Gertrudis Munoz Mendieta (DRE) 

Hermana: Leonila Torres Bermudez 
Sister Rajamma Mendam (DRE) 

Sister Nirmala Panditi  

 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

Annabel Wiesman 
 

BOOKKEEPER 
Marisa Mora 

 
YOUTH COORDINATOR  

Carlos Garcia 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Gabriel Salgado 

OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Gladys Qualls 

RECEPTIONIST/OFFICE ASST. 
Yolanda Flores 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
      Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm  

Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm 

 
Parish Website: www.ststephensmidland.com 

Email: 

frontdesk@ststephensmidland.com 
 
 

Find us @st.stephenmidland5420 on YouTube to 
watch the live stream of the Mass! 

 
 

ST. STEPHEN CATHOLIC  
CHURCH-MIDLAND 

 
4601 Neely Avenue 

Midland, Texas 79707 
Phone: 432-520-7394 

 



SUNDAY REFLECTION  BY  FR. BALA  

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
Isaiah 49:3, 5–6 • Psalm 40 • 1 Corinthians 1:1–3 • John 1:29–34 

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, 
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” With these words Saint Paul greets the Church of 
Corinth—and today, the Holy Spirit greets us. We have stepped out of the glow of Christmas lights and into the ordinary 
rhythm of daily life, but the Word of God today reminds us: nothing about our calling is ordinary. We are summoned into a 
divine mission. 
Today’s readings speak powerfully about vocation, identity, and mission. They answer three burning questions of the human 
heart:  
Who am I? Why am I here? What is God asking of me now? 

1. “I will make you a light to the nations.” (Isaiah 49) 
The prophet Isaiah presents the Servant of the Lord—formed in the womb, chosen, and consecrated—not merely for Israel, but 
for the whole world. God says, “It is not enough that you should restore Israel. I will make you a light to the nations.” 
This is not a private religion. This is not a faith meant to be hidden in our hearts and sealed in our churches. The servant is sent 
outward—toward broken nations, wounded families, frightened refugees, and forgotten souls. 
And today the Church hears these words personally. You were formed in the womb for a purpose. Your life is not an acci-
dent. Your baptism is not a decoration. Your faith is not a hobby. You are a light meant to reach the ends of the earth. 

2. “Here I am, Lord. I come to do your will.” (Psalm 40) 
The psalmist reminds us that God does not delight merely in rituals—but in surrendered hearts. Not empty prayers, but obedient lives. 

God stoops down. He hears our cry. He lifts us out of pits of fear, anxiety, addiction, broken relationships, confusion, and spir-
itual fatigue. Then He places a new song in our mouth—a song of mission. 
And our response is the same ancient cry: “Here I am, Lord.” 
Say it in your home. Say it in your workplace. Say it in your pain. Say it in your questions. 
Say it in your hope. 

3. “Called to be saints together.” (1 Corinthians 1) 
Saint Paul reminds us that we are not isolated believers—we are a consecrated people. 
We are sanctified in Christ. 
We are called to be saints. 
Not someday. Now. 
In a polarized and divided world, where families are fractured and nations tremble, we are called to be communities of grace 
and peace—living bridges of reconciliation. 
The Church must shine most brightly when the world feels darkest. 

4. “Behold, the Lamb of God.” (John 1) 
John the Baptist points to Jesus and declares: 
“This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 
Not just Israel’s sin. 
Not just yesterday’s sin. 
The sin of the world—today. 
Jesus enters our violence. Jesus enters our wars. Jesus enters our addictions. Jesus enters our confusion. Jesus enters our loneli-
ness. 
And He does not come to condemn—He comes to redeem. 
The Spirit descends upon Him. 
And now, through baptism and Eucharist, the same Spirit rests upon you. 

5. Our World Needs This Light—Now More Than Ever 
We live in a wounded world: 

• Nations bleeding from war. 
• Families displaced by violence and disasters. 
• Young people drowning in anxiety and digital isolation. 
Societies losing their sense of dignity, life, and truth. 
And in this fragile hour, God turns to the Church and says again: “I will make you a light to the nations.” 
Not tomorrow. Not after retirement. Now. 

6. What Must We Do? 
Be a light through mercy and service. 

• Say “Here I am” with your life. 
• Build peace in your family and community. 
• Defend life, dignity, and truth. 
Recognize the Lamb of God in the Eucharist, in the poor, in the wounded, and in the forgotten. 
 

 



 MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, January 18 Second Sunday In Ordinary Time 

    8:00am     †Nella Ortega & † Pilo Medrano 

                     †Tony Lujan by Reyhelen Garcia  

   10:30am     Audrey Oetting by Family 

                      Marci Wilson by Family               

    1:00pm      Mauricio Flores Muñoz (GH) 

                     †Pilar Melendez by Sylvia Melendez 

    3:00pm      African Mass 

    5:00pm       †Eugenio Morales  

                     †Rebecca Torres by Family 

    7:00pm     † Natalia Torres  &  † Rene Galindo 

                     † Luisa Valeria Garcia       
 Monday, January 19 

   7:00am     Adriana Madrigal ( BD) by Frias Family 

                    †Nella Ortega & † Pilo Medrano 

   5:30pm     Mauricio Flores Muñoz (GH)  

                   † Rito Mora by Wife 
Tuesday, January 20 St Fabian and St Sebastian, Martyrs 
   7:00am     Chris Sims (GH) by Family 
                    †Nella Ortega & †Pilo Medrano 

   5:30pm     Mauricio Flores Muñoz (GH) 

                    † Oma Lily by Qualls Family 
Wednesday, January 21 St Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 
   7:00am      Chris Sims (GH) by Family 
                     †Nella Ortega & †Pilo Medrano          

 12:15pm      Priests 

                     Souls in  Purgatory by Abel Abundez  

   5:30pm      Mauricio Flores Muñoz (GH) 
                    † Bertha M Chavez by Daughter 
Thursday, January 22 Pray For the  Unborn Babies 

     7:00am  Chris Sims (GH)   

                   †Nella Ortega & †Pilo Medrano  

    5:30pm   Mauricio Flores Muñoz (GH) 

                  † Juan Homero Martinez by Niece 

Friday, January 23 St Vincent , Decon and Martyr 
     7:00am  Cris Sims (GH) by Family 
                   †Nella Ortega & †Pilo  Medrano 

   12:15pm  Mauricio Flores Muñoz (GH) 

                  † Maria Flotte by Daughter 

    5:30 pm  Gladys Qualls (BD) by Family 

                   † Gavino Rozo by Family       

Saturday, January 24 St Francis de Sales 

    7:45am   †Nella Ortega & †Pilo  Medrano 

                    †Hipolito Nuñez  &  †Javier Gonzalez  

    5:00 pm   † Frank and † Bernadina Hernandez by Olga  

                    Cris Sims (GH) by Family 
Sunday, January 25 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   8:00am     †Nella Ortega & †Pilo Medrano 

                    †Jonathan Ramos &  †  Frank Burgess by Montoya Family 

10:30am      † Dora Abundez  † Norma Abundez by Abel Abundez 

                    † Nellie Robles by Abel Abundez 

  1:00pm       † Petra Ceniceros Zuñiga 

                     † Alfredo Arredondo by Parents       

  5:00pm         † Antonio Martinez by Family 

                          † Javier Martinez by Family 

  7:00pm         priests            

                         

BD=Birthday; GH=Good Health; BA=Baptism Anv;  

OA=Ordination Anv.; WA=Wedding Anv; HBD= Heavenly BD 

Healing and Deliverance Masses in 
English          
.           February 7, 2026—7 P.M. 
Misa de Sanación y Liberación en 
Español (Cada cuarto domingo alterno) 
•      Enero 25, 2026 – 1:00 P.M 

Upcoming Baptismal Classes  
Proximas Clases bautismales 

 
                      February 8, 2026 
 

English : 2:00 - 4:30pm     
Español: 2:30 - 5:00pm 

 
Please contact the parish office to register. 
Por favor contacte la oficina parroquial para 

registrarse. 

St. Stephen Catholic Church                                                                                                  
Midland, Texas 79707                                                                                                                                                                   
                                            SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                               JANUARY 18, 2026 

               Parish Offerings 
               Last week Collection  
 
      Envelopes           $ 11,527.56 
      Loose Plate         $ 10,326.83 
      Online Giving      $   6,725.00 
       
       Total                   $  28,579.39 
 
      2nd Collection:                $ 0.00 

 



 

 

  



  

  



 
Domingo 2º, tiempo ordinario 

18 de enero de 2026 
 

Este es el Cordero de Dios, que quita el pecado del mundo… 
Hermana Gertrudis Muñoz Mendieta I.C.A.S. 

 

Volvemos a recordar el bautismo de Jesús (domingo pasado), hoy según el testimonio de Juan el Bautista. El siervo 
de YHWH, es el nombre sagrado de Dios en la Biblia hebrea. Cuatro consonantes hebreas: Yod- He- Waw- He. 
¿Qué significan? Proviene del verbo hebreo “ser/ estar” (hayah y expresa la idea de:  
“Yo soy el que soy” - “Yo soy el que está” - “El que existe por sí mismo.” 
Esto subraya que Dios es eterno, fiel y siempre presente. Y esto nos anticipa la misión de Jesús: llevar la salva-
ción de Dios a todos los rincones de la tierra, para hacer de la humanidad un pueblo de “consagrados”. Todo 
bautizado, como Pablo y como Jesús, es “apóstol”, o sea, enviado.  
Tarea del apóstol: quitar el pecado del mundo. Porque solo hay uno: el desinterés por Dios, el olvido de Dios, el 
rechazo de Dios. Como mostrar a nuestra humanidad que, con Dios todos ganamos vida abundante, que en Je-
sucristo todo es feliz liberación, que el Espíritu es dinamismo y energía vital para todos. Lo repetiré, Jesús, Corde-
ro de Dios, antes de acercarme a recibirte en la comunión: quita mi pecado de anemia, cura mi parálisis, no dejes 
cerrados mis labios. Quiero hacer tu voluntad: envíame a la gran asamblea de nuestro mundo para que allí pueda 
pregonar a todos tu salvación.   
Este Domingo nos habla del Bautismo en el Espíritu. Y lo hace a través de tres imágenes: El Cordero, La Paloma y el 

Fuego. 
EL CORDERO. Muchas veces hemos entendido esta imagen del Cordero en sentido exclusivamente expiatorio, co-
mo si Dios Padre exigiera la sangre de su Hijo para pagar la deuda del pecado. Estaríamos ante la idea de un Dios ex-
terno, soberano y justiciero que se porta con Jesús y con nosotros como un tirano. Nada que ver con la experiencia 
del Abba que Jesús vivió. Debemos interpretarlo como el cordero pascual, que era para el judaísmo el signo de la li-
beración de Egipto. Se trataba de un recuerdo de la liberación de la esclavitud. Se mataba un cordero para comerlo y 
celebrar un acontecimiento. Quiere decir que por Cristo somos liberados de toda opresión. Y nada nos oprime y es-
claviza tanto como el pecado. 
LA PALOMA. La paloma, que había sido testigo de la muerte y de la destrucción en el diluvio, apareció después co-
mo anunciadora de nueva vida. Frente a lo muerto, lo petrificado o lo insensible, el Espíritu despierta siempre el amor 
a la vida. Por eso, vivir «espiritualmente» es «vivir contra la muerte», afirmar la vida a pesar de la debilidad, el miedo, 
la enfermedad o la culpa. Quien vive abierto al Espíritu de Dios vibra con todo lo que hace crecer la vida y se rebela 
contra lo que hace daño y la mata.  El Espíritu Santo es considerado por los evangelistas como «Espíritu de vida». Por 
eso, dejarnos bautizar por Jesús significa acoger su Espíritu como fuente de vida nueva. Su Espíritu puede potenciar 
en nosotros una relación más vital con él y con los demás. Nos puede llevar a un nuevo nivel de existencia cristiana. 
El Espíritu nos lleva a vivir una vida en plenitud. No podemos pasar por este mundo con una vida ramplona, achicada, 
mediocre.  Una vida así es vida frustrante, decepcionante, vacía. La vida de Jesús, animada por el Espíritu, es plena, 
bella, gozosa, ilusionante. Y a participar en esta vida estamos llamados todos los cristianos por la fuerza del mismo 
Espíritu. 
EL FUEGO. Los discípulos experimentaron al Espíritu Santo como “fuego”. Un fuego que en el día de Pentecostés se 
posaba sobre los discípulos hasta enardecerlos, entusiasmarlos. Un fuego, como a los discípulos de Emaús, que les 
hacía arder por dentro. Eran alegres, entusiastas, fervorosos. Este fuego nos hace falta hoy en la Iglesia. Todo esto lo 
hemos de descubrir por experiencia personal en Jesús. De lo contrario, a quien no lo descubra, pronto notará que le 

falta fuerza y pasión; y una persona que no está convencida, entusiasmada, segura, enamorada, no 
convence a nadie.” Como una persona que no arde no puede incendiar” (San Agustín). 

 



 
Upcoming Healing Program 

 
 Do you suffer from the trauma of sexual abuse or assault?  Do you feel anxiety, fear or 

shame? Dawn of Mercy is offering a 10-week program to help you recog-
nize your reactions to this trauma and learn coping skills and tools to turn 
unhealthy thoughts and actions into healthy ones. This upcoming program 
begins February 2, and is online for women, in Spanish, who have experi-
enced sexual abuse or assault at some time in their life.  Join us as we 
journey down the path of healing together. Call 469-613-DAWN (3296) or 

email healing@dawnofmercy.org. Learn more at www.dawnofmercy.org. 
 
 

¿Sufre usted el trauma del abuso o agresión sexual? ¿Siente usted ansie-
dad, miedo o vergüenza? Dawn of Mercy ofrece un programa de 10 sema-
nas para ayudarle a reconocer sus reacciones ante este trauma y aprender 
habilidades y herramientas para transformar pensamientos y acciones nega-
tivos en positivos. Este próximo programa comienza el 2 de febrero y se im-
parte en línea, para mujeres en español, que han sufrido abuso o agresión 

sexual en algún momento de su vida. Únase a nosotros en este camino de sanación. Lla-
me al 469-613-DAWN (3296) o escriba a healing@dawnofmercy.org. Aprende más infor-
mación en www.dawnofmercy.org. 

 
 
 

 



 

 

                                                                                                                             

 



 

  

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

(CDA) – Daughters of St. Stephen’s, Court 

#2818, is a national Catholic organization dedi-

cated to prayer, good works, and the helping of 

others less fortunate. Our motto is to serve in 

Unity and Charity under the guidance of our 

Blessed Mother Mary. Regular meetings are 

held on the 4
th
 Thursday of each month. The 

next meeting will be held on January 22, 2026, 

at 6:30 p.m. in Room 11.  

Please join the us along with the Knights of 
Columbus TUESDAYS (Jan. 27, Feb. 10, 
Feb. 24

th)
 at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary to 

pray the ROSARY!  
 
*For information regarding CDA, please 

contact 432-230-4426 or 

gmybarra@yahoo.com.  

 



                  EL GRUPO DE ORACION    

   “El Buen Pastor” De la Renovación 

Carismática   

      de la iglesia de San Esteban Te 

invita a unirte al grupo, los viernes a las 

6pm         

       en el salón 2. 

  

   TENDREMOS CUIDADO DE NIÑOS 

DONDE ELLOS TAMBIEN 

APRENDERAN        

   LA   PALABRA   DE DIOS DE UNA  FORMA DIVERTIDA. 

 
TENDREMOS ALABANZA, ORACIÓN, CONVIVENCIA Y 

TESTIMONIOS. 
      El Buen Pastor les abre las puertas a las ovejas, las 

llama por su nombre y ellas escuchan su voz…… 
(San Juan 10-3)  

 

¡No falte, Los esperamos! 

Si tiene alguna pregunta o para más información comuníquese 

con Alexandra Santamaria al Tel. (432)935-0657 o con Belén 

Valdez al Tel (432)  488-7745 

CLUB DANCE  
 

DATE/TIME: Saturday, January 24, 2026/ 7:00 p.m. – 
10:00 p.m. 

COST/ATTIRE: $20.00 per person/Casual  

BAND: “Cash Call” (Country & Western, Swing, Variety)  

DANCE LESSON: There will not be a Group Lesson at this dance 

(Water and Ice Will Be Provided, You May Bring a Snack and a NON-
Alcoholic Beverage) 

 

 

 

NO ALCOHOL MAY BE BROUGHT INTO THE 
BALLROOM BY INDIVIDUALS 

***NOTE: NO BYOB Is allowed in the Gloria Denman 
Ballroom per church policy. 

You are welcome to attend, and you may pay at the 
door. For more information or if you have any 

questions, PLEASE CONTACT our Secretary at: 
permianmusic87@gmail.com. Please do not contact 

St. Stephen for information on this function as it is 
separated from the church. THANK YOU! 

  



 Helping Hands of Midland  
1301 Brinson Lane 

Midland Tx. 
(432)  

www.helpinghandsmidland.com 

Please pray for the following:   
Ortiz Family, Petra P, Chmielewski Family, Jesus P, Gabriel G, Christy B, Lucyna, Calley S. Mazel, 
Shayanna, Ben, Marlene, Marcela Guajardo, Sylvia H, Millie P.R., Rose V, Janette and Charles E, Josh 
I, Rebecca M, Maddie S, Addy G, John P, David Ch, Bob and Eva, Yvette and Fam, Margarita C, 
Luciana A, Jose M, Sara B, Yvette O, Lee E, Lourdes M, James and Belinda H, Norma D,Ms. May and 
safety of her child, Eric G, Amanda O, Dominic Yingyos T, Vlado A, Andrea S , Carlos P, Juan M, Jacob 
David S, Mary C L, Faith S, Heather r, Gonzalo A Jr, Norman B, Frank g, Henry G, Armando G, 
Marielena C, Ray F and Fam, Katie D, Jolan Vincent A, Joel and Cesar, Chris Sims, Anthony A, Maria 
S, Maria de N, Nena B, Lupe E, James R, Raul J. H, Manuel E. M, Jose J. G, Jim, Danny Gaytan, Ryan 
K, Jordan K Sr, Jordan K Jr, Micha V, Inn V, Jeremy T, Marissa T, John V, Britney V, Isaiah V, Victoria 
V, Alvaro C, Jacob F,   Clarissa Rojas, Daranee T, Anne and Family, Yaritza F, Andrea Emilia B, 
Caceres Fam,  Gustavo B, Rios Family, Alonso, Santa Cruz Family,  Maricela A, Raegan J, Jose G, 
Daranee T, Raul H, Faith S, Neha N, Andrea B, Daniel C, Froylan G, Joel, Cesar, Teresa P, Erika C, 
John C, Amanda O, Roy, Tania C, Elizabeth H, Elidia V, Rogelio V, Dalia H, Fr. Edward B, Noah L, 
Natalie & Matthew, Natalie T, Anne H, Jonathan R, Anne H, Alan M, Richard R, Maria M, Jesus M, 
Belinda S, Leonardo A, Noah L, Mirna L, Brenda G, Lacey G. 
Email frontdesk@ststephensmidland.com or call the office at (432) 520-7394 to be added to the prayer list. If 
someone needs to be removed from prayer list please contact the office to remove request. Thankyou! 

 

 She was trying so hard not to cry. Trying so hard to pretend that it wasn’t that bad. 
 Sonja had two small children whose father left them six weeks ago. He couldn’t handle the 
pressure and the stress of providing for four people anymore. So he left. He left Sonja alone to provide 
and care for not only herself, but their two precious little girls. She was all they had left. If she didn’t 
care for them, who would? So Sonja got a second job, struggled to find safe, reliable babysitting (this 
was not going well), filed for child support (a long process) and humbled herself weekly by asking for 
food boxes at various agencies around town until she could be approved for food stamps. All-the-
while, she was dealing with a broken heart and feelings of abandonment and rejection. She was so 
tired, feeling so hopeless, so broken in spirit and yet, trying so hard to keep up the façade of being 
okay. 
 Sonja was only asking for one half of one month’s rent. She could cover one half of her rent 
with her first job’s paycheck but she would not receive her second paycheck in time to cover the rest. 
Our hearts went out to her. You could tell she was a loving mom and a hard worker. It is not easy to 
ask for, in her words, “a handout.” She felt really bad and embarrassed doing so. “Could you please 
help me with one-half month’s rent just this one time?” 
 We could, we did, and we were thankful to do so. We gave her two months’ rent: one, to give 
her time to just breathe without fear of losing a roof over her head; and two, to give her time to seek 
other options. We referred her to other agencies and people in town who could help her with afforda-
ble, quality child care and continuing education and training. Sonja burst into tears. She walked out of 
our offices not only with rental assistance but hope for a much better tomorrow. What a blessing it was 
to witness God’s miraculous goodness and love for Sonja and her children. 
 It is our hope that you know that with every dollar you give us, every minute you volunteer, 
every prayer you offer up, you too will feel thankful to God for using you as a vessel to meet the needs 
of His people who fall into deep hardships. God bless. 
  

Because of your very generous donation, this is what we were able to do 
provide in assistance last week: 
 

 



OUR PARISHIONER 
SEAN CARROLL 

                                  

 

 


