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To commemorate the 100th an-
niversary of the appearances of

the Blessed Mother at Fatima, Portu-
gal, a traveling “Rosary Congress” is
being held from Saturday, Oct. 7 to
Friday, Oct. 13, 2017.
      A Rosary Congress
is seven days of
around-the-clock eu-
charistic adoration and
hourly praying of the
rosary in response to
Our Lady of Fatima’s
call to conversion, con-
secration and prayer.
During a traveling
Rosary Congress, each
24-hour period is hosted
at a different site. 
      The Little Sisters of the Poor
(1365 Enfield Street) is hosting the
initial day of this graced time in the
life of the Church and in our archdio-
cese. 
      From Saturday, Oct. 7 at 6 pm
through Sunday, Oct. 8 at 5 pm, in
the chapel at St. Joseph’s Resi-
dence, there will be extended adora-
tion of Our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament. Every hour, a rosary and

Divine Mercy chaplet will be prayed. 
      A closing Mass will be offered at
the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hart-
ford on Friday, Oct. 13 at 7 pm.
      Please consider participating in

this special event as we pray
in reparation for our
Church and Holy Father,
our archdiocese, our
world, our country and our
community. 

IN OUR PARISH You
are invited to join in the
public praying of the
rosary at the Marian grotto
behind St. Bernard’s
Church this Sunday, Oct.

8, after the 10:30 am Mass
(SB). Deacon Boucher will lead. 
      On Saturday, Oct. 14 at noon,
the Legion of Mary (HF) invites every-
one to join them in reciting the rosary
in the south parking lot of Holy Family
Church. Please bring a lawn/camp
chair and an umbrella or hat to guard
against the sun or inclement weather.
      Also at noon on Oct. 14, the
rosary will be prayed at the Marian
grotto at SB.  

Welcome
There was a popular high-stakes

TV game show a few years back
in which the host would ask the con-
testant after every question, “Is that
your final answer?” The game-show
host’s purpose, it seemed, was to
sow doubt in the contestant’s mind
about his or her answer.

      
Jesus offers us a short parable in

today’s Gospel (Matthew 21:28-32).
It’s about a man who tells his two
sons to go work in the vineyard. The
first son says he won’t go, but later
regrets it and works. The second
son says he will go but does not. In
each case, it’s the final answer that
is most important. 

      
This parable is a lesson about

obedience to the will of the Father. It
is our final decision for or against
God that will decide our eternal re-
ward or eternal punishment. As peo-
ple given free will by our Creator, it is
we who choose our eternal destiny.

      
In our Second Reading from St.

Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (2:1-
11), we are shown how Jesus was
obedient to his Father. Jesus gave
himself completely, for us and to us.
Though he is the Second Person of
the Trinity, Jesus took on the form of
a man, then the form of a criminal
and then the form of bread in the
Eucharist. He did all this in order to
free us from sin. 

      
Growing always in sacramental

grace we are given the help we need
to make the best decision the first
time, but if we don’t...then to make
our final decision be for God and his
kingdom. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • F I V E  F I R S T  S A T U R D A Y S
In a private revelation to
the Fatima visionary Sister
Lucia, the Blessed Mother
offered us all a “formation
program” to be faithful to
her Son Jesus.

The Blessed Mother asked
that the four following
pious acts be performed
on five consecutive First
Saturdays to help us grow
spiritually.

First: Go to confession. 

Second: Receive Commun-
ion.

Third: Recite five decades
of the rosary.

Fourth: Keep our Blessed
Mother company for 15
minutes while meditating
on the mysteries of the
Rosary. 

Jesus said that in the end
times evil will increase so
much that the love of most
will grow cold (Matthew
24:12). To prevent this
coldness from entering our
hearts, Our Lady is giving
us this simple way to in-
crease our faith.

The next five First Satur-
days are: Nov. 4, Dec. 2,
Jan. 6, Feb. 3 and March 3.



To help meet the
ongoing needs of

recovery and rebuilding efforts in Florida and Puerto
Rico after the recent hurricanes there, the U.S. bishops

have requested an additional relief collection for
Oct. 14-15. Please make your checks out to either Holy
Family or St. Bernard’s. Your generosity is appreciated
by all those who need our help and prayers at this time.

Beginning this weekend at all Masses at Holy Family
Church, the “Share the Journey” prayer will be prayed

after the Universal Prayer (General Intercessions). It re-
places the prayer for religious liberty.
The prayer has been placed on the front
cover of the Breaking Bread missal. The
threat to religious liberty is still grave,
and we must continue to pray that pro-
tections for the right to freely worship
and believe will be upheld by our gov-
ernment. 

“Share the Journey” is a special,
two-year initiative of the Holy Father’s
and the universal Church. We offer this
prayer in solidarity with him and the

plight of the estimated 250 million men, women and chil-

dren who are refugees or migrants. The “Share the Jour-
ney” prayer is also reproduced here. 

SHARE THE JOURNEY PRAYER
Have mercy on me, God most high.
In my fear and loneliness, be my refuge.
Far from my homeland, I feel lost.
My heart is stirred by thoughts of the family I left behind.
O God, hear their cries and come to their help!
Calm the storms of anxiety and doubt raging within me.
Go before me and guide my steps 
among a people I do not know. 
May their kindness and compassion 
assure me that You are there to welcome me.
Amen. 

STATE’S BISHOPS BACK ‘DREAMERS’ 

The bishops of Connecticut have
spoken out in defense of the so-

called “Dreamers,” undocumented
young people brought to the United
States as children by their parents.
The Trump administration has asked
for a review of the DACA program
(Deferred Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals) that has allowed these undocu-
mented young adults to remain in the
United States.

      
In a joint statement, the bishops

write: “The DACA program assists
many undocumented young people
... approximately 8,000 in Connecti-
cut—to follow their dreams in creating
a life for themselves in a country that
they have called home since their
childhood. … The resulting deporta-
tions would not be consistent with our
history as a nation largely of immi-
grants nor would it reflect the biblical
injunction of the Book of Leviticus that
‘when an alien resides with you in
your land, do not mistreat such a one’
(Lev 19:33).

      
“We ask our Catholic brothers

and sisters to pray and reflect deeply
on this issue and to remember that
Christ taught that our ‘neighbor’ is
anyone that needs us.”

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREATS
OFFER POST-ABORTION HEALING

Rachel’s Vineyard weekends are of-
fered throughout the year for heal-

ing after abortion. They are open to
married couples, women, men,
grandparents or siblings of aborted
children. Rachel’s Vineyard is a min-
istry of Priests for Life.

      
There are two upcoming Rachel’s

Vineyard retreats being offered region-
ally. The first will be Oct. 20-22 at the
Montfort House retreat center at
Lourdes of Litchfield. For more infor-
mation, please contact Marie Lafflin at
203-631-9030 or mlafflin@prolifemi-
nistry.org.

      
The Diocese of Springfield is

hosting a Rachel’s Vineyard retreat in
Stockbridge, Mass., Nov. 3-5. For
more information or to register call
413-452-0661. 

      
In both instances, all calls are

confidential.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF
ADULTS: PLANNING UNDER WAY

The Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults (RCIA) is a process whose

basic goal is to welcome new mem-
bers into the Church. One becomes a

full member of the
Church by receiv-
ing the three
sacraments of ini-
tiation:  baptism,
confirmation, and
the Eucharist. By

the reception of
these sacraments, one is re-formed in
Christ’s image.

      
Our parish RCIA team has the

privilege and responsibility of 
helping our candidates prepare for
these sacraments. Those involved in
RCIA ministry help each candidate to
know God better and to deepen
his/her personal relationship with Him
so that he/she will be prepared to
begin a new life in Christ.
      If you know of someone who is in-
terested in entering the Catholic
Church, or if you have not completed
your sacraments of initiation, please
call the St. Jeanne Jugan Parish office
at 860-741-2101 so a member of the
pastoral staff can help you. 



THISWEEKBAPTISM
Third Sunday of the

month, by appointment.
Call 860-749-8353.

(SB)

Preparation class for
parents held monthly.
Call Deacon Vincent

Motto at 860-745-1865
or email

DeaconVince@cox.net
to schedule attendance.
Baptisms are booked

only after all paperwork
is on file. Parents must

be registered
parishioners. (HF)

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays at 4 pm at
each church and by

appointment.

CONFIRMATION
In the Hartford Archdio-

cese, students are 
confirmed in their 

sophomore year after a
year of preparation.

Please contact our Re-
ligious Education direc-

tors for more
information.

MATRIMONY
Arrange with pastor
at least 6 months

before wedding date.

HOLY ORDERS
Young men interested
in priesthood should
speak with any priest
for more information.

Please visit
hartfordpriest.com.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Priests are available
for anointing either at

home or in the hospital.
Please contact the

parish office to arrange.

Location Key:
HF=Holy Family Church
SB=St. Bernard Church
SBS=St. Bernard School
LA=Little Angels PreSchool

SATURDAY OCTOBER 7
4 pm … Confessions (HF, SB)
5 pm … Vigil: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time (HF, SB)

SUNDAY OCTOBER 8 (27TH SUNDAY  IN ORDINARY TIME)
7:30 am … Mass (HF)
8 am … Mass (SB)
9 am … Mass (HF)
10:30 am … Mass (SB) • Rosary at Marian grotto immediately after Mass
11 am … Mass (HF)

MONDAY OCTOBER  9 (COLUMBUS  DAY)
7:30 am ... Rosary (SB • Chapel)
8 am ... Daily Mass (SB • Chapel)
8 am … Daily Mass (HF)
8:30 am … Rosary (HF)
9 am … Daily Mass (HF)

TUESDAY OCTOBER 10
7 am ... Rosary (SB • Chapel )
7:30 am ... Daily Mass (SB • Chapel)
8 am ... Daily Mass (HF)
8 am … Legion of Mary (SB • Meeting Room)
8:30 am ... Rosary (HF)
9 am ... Daily Mass (HF)
Noon ... Seniors Luncheon (SB • Parish Hall)
2 pm ... Legion of Mary (HF • Rooms 2/3)
7 pm … Rosary (HF)
7 pm ... Executive Committee Meeting (SB • Meeting Room)

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER  11
7 am ... Rosary (SB • Chapel)
7:30 am ... Daily Mass (SB • Chapel)
8 am … Daily Mass (HF)
8:30 am … Rosary (HF)
9 am … Daily Mass (HF)
6:15 pm … Bingo Sales Begin • 7 pm … Game Begins (HF)
7 pm ... Sunday Scripture Preview (HF • Rooms 2/3)

THURSDAY OCTOBER  12
8:30 am … Rosary (HF)
9 am … Daily Mass (HF)
7 pm ... Choir Rehearsal (HF • Rooms 2/3)
7 pm ... Religious Education Grades 7-8 (HF • JFK Middle School)

FRIDAY OCTOBER  13
7 am ... Rosary (SB • Chapel)
7:30 am ... Daily Mass (SB • Chapel)
8 am … Daily Mass (HF)
8:30 am … Rosary (HF)
9 am … Daily Mass (HF)
9:30 am … Exposition and Extended Adoration (HF)
3 pm ... Divine Mercy Chaplet, Benediction (HF)

SATURDAY OCTOBER 14
9 am ... Religious Education Grades 1-6 (HF • JFK Middle School)
8:30 am … Daily Mass (HF)
8:30 am ... Child Lures Training Program (HF • Father Kerwan Hall)
Noon ... Fatima Rosary (HF • Parking lot south end of church property)
Noon ... Fatima Rosary (SB • Marian grotto)
4 pm … Confessions (SB, HF)
5 pm … Vigil Mass (28th Sunday in Ordinary Time) (HF, SB)
SUNDAY OCTOBER 15 (28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME)
7:30 am … Mass (HF)
8 am … Mass (SB)
9 am … Mass (HF)
9:15 am ... Religious Education Grades 1-8 (SB)
10:30 am … Mass (SB)
11 am … Mass (HF)
11:30 am ... Baptisms (SB)

From Fr. Golas:
New Planning
Committees

In Place
As I referenced in last
weekend’s bulletin, the
Executive Committee (EC)
and Merger Transition
Committee (MTC) as set
forth by manual of the
archdiocese for merging
of parishes have been es-
tablished. They will be
considered the lay lead-
ership of the parish since
the parish and finance
councils at both Holy
Family and St. Bernard’s
have been dissolved until
the new St. Jeanne Jugan
Parish structure is in
place.
      The following are
the members of the EC:
Frank Camerota, Ken
Gorzkowski, Mary Ann
Harris, Alicia Ross, Scott
Kinelski and Kerri Work.
      MTC members are:
Michael Arnone, John
Berube, Claire Bronson,
Kristen Fitzsimons, David
Gagnon, Pat Keck, Bob
LeMay, Josh Sullivan and
Kathy Thomson. 
      I look forward to
meeting with both com-
mittees in the near fu-
ture.  As they meet and
develop their plans, their
efforts will be shared via
our communications plat-
form (bulletin, parish Web
site and Facebook page).
These committees will
work on the process and
implementation of a plan
to look at who we are as
a parish and what direc-
tion we should be
headed. This will be an
exciting but challenging
task. Your continued
prayers and support will
be helpful. St. Jeanne
Jugan, pray for us.



DAILY MASS READINGS

At St. Bernard Church, the
sanctuary candle in church
is being burned for Michael
Quesnette; there is no in-
tention for the chapel can-
dle. Please call the parish
office to inquire about these
memorials. 

MONDAY OCT. 9: Jonah 1:1-2:2, 11 • Psalm Jonah 2 • Luke 10:25-37
TUESDAY OCT. 10: Jonah 3:1-10 • Psalm 130 • Luke 10:38-42 
WEDNESDAY OCT. 11: Jonah 4:1-11 • Psalm 86 • Luke 11:1-4
THURSDAY OCT. 12: Malachi 3:13-20b • Psalm 1 • Luke 11:5-13
FRIDAY OCT. 13: Joel 1:13-15; 2:1-2 • Psalm 9 • Luke 11:15-26
SATURDAY OCT. 14: Joel 4:12-21 • Psalm 97 • Luke 11:27-28
SUNDAY OCT 15: Isaiah 25:6-10a • Psalm 23 • Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 • Matthew 22:1-14

You can access the Daily Mass Readings via our parish app, at our parish Web site
(www.sjjenfield.org) or by visiting the U.S. bishops’ Web site (www.usccb.org). 

MASSINTENTIONS
SATURDAY OCTOBER  7
5 pm Vigil… Gage Rondeau (Requested by Scaretta Family)—HF
5 pm Vigil… Helen and George Dobidsky (Requested by Cindy and Ray Kaplan)—SB

SUNDAY OCTOBER 8 (27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME)
7:30 am … St. Jeanne Jugan Parishioners—HF
8 am ... Irene Ragno (Requested by Daughter Susan)—SB
9 am …Carl and Virginia Yurack (Requested by Family)—HF
10:30 am ... Tom Moore (Requested by Irene and Children)—SB
11 am … Joshua Reynolds, 2nd Anniversary (Requested by Mother and Sisters)—HF

MONDAY OCTOBER 9 (COLUMBUS DAY)
8 am ... Father Robert Grace, 10th Pastor—SB
8 am … Derek Stockwell (Requested by Lyn Surprenant)—HF
9 am … Robert and Trudy McMullen (Requested by Maria McMullen)—HF

TUESDAY  OCTOBER 10
7:30 am ... St. Jeanne Jugan Parishioners—SB
8 am ... Susan Cleary (Requested by Family)—HF
9 am ... Steele Family (Requested by Family)—HF

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER  11
7:30 am ... David Figueroa (Requested by Family)—SB
8 am … Paul Fasano (Requested by Marco Family)—HF
9 am … Manny and Joe Betencourt (Requested by Maria McMullen)—HF

THURSDAY OCTOBER  12 
9 am … Wigmore Family—(Requested by Family)—HF

FRIDAY OCTOBER  13
7:30 am ... Mr. and Mrs. Howard J. Nash (Requested by Ceceleen Nash)—SB
8 am … Sean Vasseur (Requested by Michael and Lucille Follo)—HF
9 am … Manuel and Philomena Betencourt (Requested by Maria McMullen)—HF

SATURDAY OCTOBER  14
8:30 am … Mary Driscoll (Requested by Chenard Family)—HF
5 pm Vigil… Ewa Pawlowicz (Requested by Stanley Pawlowicz)—SB
5 pm Vigil ... Anne Marie Brooks (Requested by Tucker Family)—HF

SUNDAY OCTOBER 15 (28TH SUNDAY  IN ORDINARY TIME)
7:30 am … St. Jeanne Jugan Parishioners—HF
8 am ... John Bower (Requested by Wife Rosemary)—SB
9 am …Patricia Dennis, 2nd Anniversary (Requested by Family)—HF
10:30 am ... Joseph Marcinowski, 3rd Anniversary (Requested by Family)—SB
11 am … Roger St. George, 1st Anniversary (Requested by Family)—HF

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD DRIVE

The St. Vincent de Paul Society (HF) will
be holding a food drive at all the Masses

Oct. 21-22 to restock
their food pantry.
Needed items include:
laundry detergent,
cold cereals/oatmeal,

turkey gravy and stuffing mixes, tuna fish,
canned cranberry sauce, canned soups,
shampoo and other personal care items. All
canned food items will be accepted, along
with cash gifts.Your donations help the
SVDP Society meet the emergency food
needs of more than 50 families in our com-
munity. 

REGISTER FOR WOMEN’S CONFERENCE

Registration is now open for the first-ever
Archdiocesan Catholic Women’s Confer-

ence to be held Saturday, Nov. 4 from 9:30
am-4 pm at the Hartford Marriott. The day
will include inspirational speakers, all-day
eucharistic adoration and confessions, and
Archbishop Leonard Blair will offer a vigil
Mass to close out the event. The conference
fee is $50 and includes buffet lunch, vali-
dated parking and more. To register please
visit www.OEECOnline.org, or for more infor-
mation call 860-242-5573.

The time has arrived! Stop by Father Kerwan Hall
after Mass to pick up a box to fill for a child living
in poverty. Your box will likely be the only gift that
child receives this Christmas. We will be collecting
filled boxes and monetary donations after each
Mass in October. Help spread the joy!



Get in touch
OFFICES

St. Jeanne Jugan Parish
23 Simon Road • 860-741-2101

St. Bernard Church
426 Hazard Ave • 860-749-8353

Enfield, CT 06082

PASTORAL STAFF
Fr. John Golas, Pastor
pastor@sjjenfield.org

Fr. Matthew Kappalumakkel,
Parochial Vicar

fr.kappalumakkel@sjjenfield.org

Fr. Tim S. Hickey, Parochial Vicar
fr.hickey@sjjenfield.org

DEACONS
Richard Boucher,  Chris Vigliotta 

and Vincent Motto

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE
Sr. Theresa Marie Grochowski, CSSF (SB)

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Kacey Violette (HF)

Administrative Assistant
admin@sjjenfield.org

Sally Siemionko (SB)
Administrative Assistant
sbadmin@sjjenfield.org

Loida Hilliard, Business Manager (SB)
sbbusiness@sjjenfield.org

Lori Kedzior, Bookkeeper (HF)
hfbusiness@sjjenfield.org

ST. BERNARD SCHOOL
Charlene Mongillo, Principal

principal@sbsenfield.org
860-745-5275

www.sbsenfield.org

LITTLE ANGELS PRESCHOOL
860-745-6135

www.mylittleangelspreschool.com

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Beth Chase, Director (SB)

sbreled@sjjenfield.org
860-749-2993

Karen Zeni, Grades 1-8 (HF)
hfreled@sjjenfield.org

860-745-7770

Jane Sutphin, Confirmation (HF)
hfconfirm@sjjenfield.org

860-745-7770

MUSIC
Beth Surapine, Director of Music (SB)

860-749-6801
For Michael Dunning (Organist, HF),
Bridget Wcislo (Choir Director, HF) or

Dennis Duclos (Folk Group, HF),
please call 860-741-2101

News
Rebekah Vick

Jr. High Religion
and Literature

As an alumna of St.
Bernard School, I am ex-

cited to be starting as the
Junior High Religion and Lit-
erature teacher. I graduated
from Cathedral High School
and received my bachelor’s
degree in biology and Eng-
lish from Union College. 

My husband and I have
just moved back to the area
from Atlanta, where I was
working as a Catholic school
teacher and track coach. I
practice a liberal-arts teach-

ing philosophy, connecting
material throughout the cur-
riculum in order to encour-
age students to think
critically. I believe that
through interdisciplinary
learning students find fulfill-
ment in the full application
of their talents and realiza-
tion of their potential. I love
teaching, I love pre-teens
(yes, really!), and I love St.
Bernard’s, and I am so
thankful to be back and
working with your children.

Stephanie Stauble
2nd Grade Teacher

After graduating 8th grade
from St. Bernard’s, I at-

tended Enfield High School

and later received my bach-
elor’s in English and a certi-
fication in elementary
education from Eastern Con-
necticut State University. I
am currently pursuing a
master’s degree in curricu-
lum and instruction from St.
Joseph’s University. After
spending last year teaching
middle-school English in
public school, I'm excited to
be back teaching second
grade in the school that in-
spired me to become an ed-
ucator. I look forward to
sharing my love of learning
with my students and help
them grow in their faith. 

TEACHERS’ 
CORNER

Call Mrs. Mongillo for a private tour. Allow her to show you how our
parish school is a perfect fit for your children. Call 860-745-5275.

K OF C HOSTING HARVEST DINNER FOR CHARITIES
Rev. John B. O’Connell Council 14600 in Windsor Locks will hold a fund-
raising dinner for charity on Saturday, Oct. 14 at St. Robert Bellarmine
Hall (52 South Elm Street, Windsor Locks). The doors open at 5:30 pm
and the buffet dinner begins at 6 pm. The price is $35 per person. All
proceeds will be donated to various charities including the Sisters of

Life, Caring Families Ultrasound Van, Enfield Loaves and Fishes, and the Enfield
Food Shelf. For tickets please contact either Joe at 860-573-7276 or Mike at 860-
741-2363.

AMERICAN LEGION BINGO BENEFITS FOOD PROGRAMS
On Friday, Oct. 27 at 6 pm at the American Legion (566 Enfield Street)
there will be a “Designer Purse Bingo” with proceeds benefiting Enfield
and Suffield emergency food relief programs. Ticket price is $35 for 10
games and stamper. 

CT CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE OCT. 21
On Saturday, Oct. 21, join Catholic men from throughout the state at the 10th annual
Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference being held this year at St. Paul Catholic High
School (1001 Stafford Avenue, Bristol). Featured speakers include EWTN’s Raymond
Arroyo, Tim Staples of Catholic Answers, Bridgeport Bishop Frank J. Caggiano and
more. Doors open at 8:30 am and the event will include with a Sunday vigil Mass
offered by Archbishop Leonard Blair at 4 pm. Confessions will be heard all day.
Purchase tickets online for $45 at www.ctcatholicmen.org or at the door.



FIND MORE NEWS AND PHOTOS
ON OUR PARISH FACEBOOK PAGE.

DOWNLOAD OUR PARISH APP BY TEXTING THE WORD
APP TO 88202 AND FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS. 

PARISH SUPPORT
SEPT. 30-OCT. 1

For the time being we will report the weekly
giving totals for St. Bernard (SB) and Holy Fam-
ily (HF) separately in this space. FYI: “Happy
House” is a free-will collection taken up at HF
to fund construction of simple, sturdy houses
in Haiti through the Haitian Health Foundation.
Gift cards for Dunkin Donuts, Big Y, Stop and
Shop, and Shop Rite are sold after Masses at
SB with proceeds going to St. Bernard School. 

Please visit sjjenfield.org
to learn more

WEEKLY: $4,185 (SB) • $6,140 (HF)
ONLINE: $1,126 (HF) • $1,198 (SB)

SCHOOL: $1,172 • HAPPY HOUSE: $154 (HF) 
GROCERY CARDS WEEKLY SALES/PROFIT:

$1,725/$92
YEAR-T0-DATE PROFIT: $3,927 (SB)

This past month has presented
us with a seemingly unprece-

dented number of natural disas-
ters. The toll on human life,
property, livelihoods and faith com-
munities is immense and the full
extent will not be known for some
time.

      
You, the Catholic faithful, have

been generous with your prayers,
outreach and financial donations.
Without much time to take a
breath, Hurricane Maria swept
through much of the same geogra-
phy as Irma, and our brothers and
sisters in central Mexico were hit
with a 7.1 magnitude earthquake
not even three weeks after an 8.1
magnitude earthquake hit southern
Mexico. The Church in the

A MESSAGE FROM THE U.S. CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS

Caribbean, especially Puerto Rico
and Cuba, and Mexico have suf-
fered significant devastation. Re-
covery and rebuilding for the
Church and the broader commu-
nity will be long and difficult in all
affected regions.

      
The USCCB Office of National

Collections has set up funds for
both Hurricane Maria relief and
Mexico earthquake relief. Any con-
tributions individuals or parishes
wish to make to these two funds
will be distributed accordingly. Do-
nations can be made to either
Catholic Charities USA or Catholic
Relief Services.

https://catholiccharitiesusa.org
https://www.crs.org

      
Thank you for your solidarity.


