
 
CELEBRATE THE LORD’S DAY MASSES: 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

December 12, 2021 

 

Monday, Dec. 13 at St. John’s 

10:00a.m…Tony & Ginny Wesolowski 

Tuesday, Dec. 14 

  5:30p.m…No Mass 

Wednesday, Dec. 15 at St. John’s 

12:00noon…Bob & Carol O’Rourke 

Thursday, Dec. 16 at St. Mary’s 

  5:30p.m…Phil Crouch 

Friday, Dec. 17 at Holy Family 

  9:00a.m…Michael & Connie Atkinson 

Saturday, Dec. 18 

  5:00p.m…Living & Deceased of Inman Family at 

St. Mary’s 

  6:30p.m…Pat McCammon at St. John’s 

Sunday, Dec. 19 

  9:00a.m…Jerry Trant at St. John’s 

11:00a.m…Parishioners of St. Mary’s, St. John’s, 

and Holy Family at Holy Family 

 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS OF POPE FRANCIS 

FOR DECEMBER: 

Catechists 
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to 
announce the Word of God: may they be its 
witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

And he will be called:  EVERLASTING 

The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one 
who will save; he will rejoice over you with 
gladness. (Zep 3:17) 

 
Occasionally one hears of the pagan roots of 

Christmas and many other misconceptions dealing 

with the date of Christ’s Birth. Now, we do not 

have an actual date of the birth from Sacred 

Scripture, but the first record of Christmas being 

celebrated is 200 AD in Egypt and Christians 

celebrating Christmas on December 25th dates 

back to the 4th century. St. John Chrysostom says 

that Christians celebrate Christ’s birth on that date 

not to co-opt a pagan celebration, but because they 

had good reason to believe December 25th was the 

actual date of Christ’s birth. Here is his reasoning: 

Scripture tells us that Elizabeth conceived John the 

Baptist after her husband Zechariah did his priestly 

duties for the Day of Atonement. That holy day 

usually falls around late September or early 

October. Scripture also says that after the angel 

Gabriel announced to Mary that she would 

conceive Jesus, she visited Elizabeth, who was six 

months pregnant. This means that Mary probably 

conceived Jesus around late March. Nine months 

later is the end of December. 

Some point out that there was an ancient 

pagan feast on December 25th. While that may be 

true, there were lots of pagan feasts throughout the 

year–a Christian feast lining up with a pagan feast 

is not that rare and does not prove anything about 

the origin of Christmas. As an example, the desire 

to link Jesus Christ’s birth with Mithras, a pagan 

god, actually proves that the pagans copied parts of 

the Gospels for their inspiration, especially in 

regards to the shepherds. Regardless, there are 

many other aspects of Christmas Day to be 

reported on, and future notes this year and next 

may be written; it is a fascinating aspect of Church 

and liturgical history and please always feel free to 

send me emails with any additional questions or 

facts that you have researched as well. Let us 

continue to hasten to meet the Lord this Advent 

season and rejoice especially as Jesus draws near. 

 

In Christ,  

Fr. Hurley 

ADVENT PROGRAM  

St. John’s will host another Advent DVD program on 

Thursday, Dec. 16, 6:30pm as we prepare hearts, 

minds, and spirit for the coming of our Lord. This 

DVD will focus on Advent, Mary, and the 

anticipation of celebrating Christ’s birth at Christmas 

as well as his second coming. 

Light snacks will be available. Bring a friend, all 

from our pastorate are invited. 

 

 

 
St. Mary’s Altar & Rosary will have a sock swap 

party at their Monday meeting, Dec. 13, beginning at 

6pm.  If you wish to participate in the exchange, 

bring a pair of filled Christmas socks to exchange 

($10 limit) and an appetizer, salad or dessert to share.  

 

 

St. Mary’s Altar & Rosary will be coordinating the 

Christmas decorating next Saturday immediately 

following evening Mass.  All volunteers are 

welcomed, including the men!  Bring a snack to 

share. 

 

YULETIDE SPECTACULAR 

The Mississinewa Valley Band will perform their 

holiday concert on December 14, 7:30 pm, at 

Phillippe Performing Arts Center on the campus of 

Indiana Wesleyan University.  All are invited, 

members from our parishes will be performing. 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 

Dec. 13: [St. Lucy, virgin & martyr] Nm 24: 2-7, 15-

17a; Mt 21: 23-27 

Dec. 14: [St. John of the Cross, priest & doctor of the 

Church] Zep 3: 1-2, 9-13; Mt 21: 28-32 

Dec. 15: Is 45: 6b-8, 18, 21c-25; Lk 7: 18b-23 

Dec. 16: Is 54: 1-10; Lk 7: 24-30 

Dec. 17: Gn 49: 2, 8-10; Mt 1: 1-17 

Dec. 18: Jer 23: 5-8; Mt 1: 18-25 

Dec. 19: [Fourth Sunday of Advent] Mi 5: 1-4a; Heb 

10: 5-10; Lk 1: 39-45 

ADVENT TREE TAGS 

St. John's will continue the tradition of collecting 

items for our community school children through 

the Advent tree and the Advent season. The tags 

on our Advent tree will have items requested by 

the Blackford County school nurse and she will 

distribute the items to each of the county schools. 

Your generosity provides additional health and 

safety items as well as first aid and personal 

hygiene supplies to students who are in need. See 

more details in our monthly newsletter. 

 

 

WE CARE  

All items for the Holy Family Advent Tree are due 

back this weekend. Thank you so much for your help! 

 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

St. Mary’s   

Sunday Collection: $624.00 

Flowers:  $37.00 

Needed Weekly:  $887.87 

St. John’s   

Sunday Collection:  $4,144 

Haiti:  $20.00 

Building Fund:  $535.00 

Food Pantry:  $525.00 

Flowers:  $328.00 

Advent Tree:  $160.00 

Needed Weekly:  $3,225.23 

Holy Family 

Sunday Collection:  $3,951.00  

Sharing Cupboard:  $145.00 

Votive:  $10.00 

Campaign for Human Development:  $20.00 

Needed Weekly:  $2,238.00 

Today’s Gospel provides a blueprint for good 

stewardship: “Let the man who has two coats give to 

him who has none.  The man who has food should 

do the same.” 

 

ANNIVERSARY DVD’S AVAILABLE 
DVD's of St. Mary’s 125th Anniversary Celebration 
will be available in the back of church at St. 
Mary’s.  Or contact the office or Sara Kolodka for 
your copy. 



GOSPEL REFLECTIONS: 
ZEP 3:14-18A; IS 12:2-6; PHIL 4:4-7; LK 3:10-18 

 

We have arrived at Gaudete Sunday (Gaudete is 

the Latin word for 

“rejoice”) this Third 

Week of Advent, and 

the Scriptures take on a 

joyful tone as we 

continue our 

preparations for the 

feast of our Savior’s 

birth. 

Our Second Reading gives us cause for joy as St 

Paul reminds us, “The Lord is near. Have no 

anxiety at all….” Then he gives us a prescription 

for maintaining this peace: “In everything, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your 

requests known to God. Then the peace of God 

that surpasses all understanding will guard your 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” Paul’s instructions 

for obtaining peace come as an early Christmas gift. 

They remind us that we can and should go to God 

with all our needs and present them to Him along 

with our thanks. This guidance calls to mind a vital 

aspect of a stewardship way of life: gratitude to 

God in response to His great love and countless 

gifts to us. 

The Gospel passage, from Luke, shows us how 

to live out this sense of thankfulness, making our 

lives a “Christmas gift” to Christ in joyful response 

to His love for us. When the crowds hear John the 

Baptist’s message that their Savior is coming, they 

ask him what they should do to prepare. He 

responds, “Whoever has two cloaks should share 

with the person who has none. And whoever has 

food should do the same.” He tells tax collectors to 

stop collecting more than is prescribed and soldiers, 

to be satisfied with their wages. In other words, he 

tells them to be good and generous stewards of all 

God’s gifts to them! 

As the great feast of Christmas draws near, let us 

rejoice in Christ’s extravagant love. Let’s avail 

ourselves of the peace He longs to give us. And 

let’s look carefully at our lives to make sure we are 

indeed making of them a gift fitting for Him. 

 

 

With hearts uplifted Joyfully, we enter the second 

week of Advent. 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule: 

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, 5pm at St. Mary’s 

  Dec. 24, 7pm at St. John’s 

 Midnight Mass at Holy Family 

Christmas Day, Dec. 25, 9:30am at St. John’s 

 
Feast of the Holy Family, Sunday, Dec. 26: 

Regular weekend schedule with exception of no 

6:30pm Mass at St. John’s.   

Leftover carry-in and white elephant exchange at 

12noon at Holy Family, Reemmer Hall 

Feast of St. John the Evangelist, Dec. 27: 

10am at St. John’s, festivities to follow in parish hall 

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God Holyday: 

Vigil, Dec. 31, 5pm at St. John’s 

Day, Jan 1, 10am at Holy Family 

Regular weekend Mass schedule for Jan. 1 & 2 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR: 

Monday, Dec. 13:  Altar & Rosary Christmas party 

sock exchange 6pm at St. Mary’s 

Wednesday, Dec. 15:  Rosary 4pm at Holy Family 

Thursday, Dec. 16:  Adoration & Reconciliation 5-

5:25pm at St. Mary’s 

 Reconciliation 5-5:25pm at St. Mary’s 

 Advent Program 6:30pm at St. John’s 

Saturday, Dec. 18:  Reconciliation 4-4:30pm at St. 

Mary’s 

Sunday, Dec. 19:  Reconciliation 8-8:45am at St. 

John’s 

Rosary 4pm at Holy Family 

 

WE ARE HIRING…VOLUNTEERS! 

St. John’s New-To-You Shop is in need of volunteers 

through the winter months.  Anyone from our 

pastorate is welcome to help out for a 3-hour shift on 

Thursdays, Fridays, or Saturdays.  Call the office at 

348-3889 if interested.  The pay is meager, but the 

benefits are out of this world! 

 

 

SEASON OF CHANGE 

A baby changes everything!  The Pregnancy Help 

Center in Marion is asking for our help. Holy Family 

Church will match all donations made between now 

and the end of the year to send to the center which in 

turn all of their donations will be matched by the 

Right-to-Life.  Donations from each of our 3 

churches can be put in the collection basket marked 

Pregnancy Care Center.  Thank you. 

 
 

 

 

 

3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 12, 2021 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Contact the parish office about preparation. 

The sacrament is normally celebrated with the 

community during Mass.  May God continue to bless 

you and your new little one. 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions are available by appointment as well as: 

St. Mary, 5-5:30pm each Thursday; 4-4:30pm each 

Saturday 

St. John, 8-8:45am each Sunday prior to Mass 

Holy Family, 12noon-1pm each Sunday; 8:30-

8:55am each Friday. 

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Congratulations on your upcoming marriage. Please 

contact the parish office to begin the preparation at 

least six months in advance. 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Generally, Fr. Hurley is available after Mass for 

anointing, or you may contact the parish office to 

arrange a time. 

 

RELIGIOUS FORMATION 
Sessions for children and youth (grades K-12) are 

available on Sunday morning.  Contact the parish 

office for details. 

 
St. Mary, Dunkirk 

St. John the Evangelist, 
Hartford City 

Holy Family, 
Gas City 

 
A Pastorate of  

The Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana 

Pastor, Fr. Kevin Hurley 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Office e-mail:  dholsten@parish.dol-in.org 

Fr. Hurley’s email:  fr.khurley@dol-in.org 

Website: www.stmaryjohn.org 

St. Mary, Dunkirk 

P.O. Box 286, Dunkirk, IN  47336 

Parish Office:  765-348-3889 

Church Basement:  765-768-1283 

St. John the Evangelist, Hartford City 

213 S. Spring St., Hartford City, IN 47348 

Parish Office:  765-348-3889 

Fax: 765-348-4399 

Holy Family, Gas City 

325 E North A St, Gas City, IN 46933 

Parish Office:  765-674-2605 

 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
Visitors are always welcome.  Residents are invited 

to join the community by calling the parish office. 

 
RCIA 
People interested in knowing about the Catholic faith 

and way of life meet each week.  Contact the parish 

office for information 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121221.cfm
mailto:dholsten@parish.dol-in.org
mailto:fr.khurley@dol-in.org
http://www.stmaryjohn.org/

