
THE GOOD NEWS LETTER 
AUGUST 27, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE PEN OF THE PASTOR:  

We are pleased to introduce to all our parishioners 

access to the Augustine Institute’s FORMED 

program that allows us to access myriad number of 

Catholic programming options. I have had previous 

assignments where the parish had this program, and 

just from my own personal experience, I have 

enjoyed it thoroughly. There is a program, book, 

show, video, and podcast that should appeal to 

almost everyone in our parishes no matter one’s 

age or experience. From Bible studies to RCIA 

help, marriage enrichment, sacramental 

preparation, plus videos on the saints and Catholic 

history, I have always enjoyed using Formed and 

incorporating it into my work and ministry—we 

can even break things out according to the 

Liturgical year, which is great for home and family 

use. 

Many of the presenters on Formed are people I 

have read and used in my seminary preparation and 

still reach out to for ongoing formation and homily 

preparation as well. It is also important to note that 

they have programs for all levels of faith 

experience and knowledge so finding something 

both in-depth and as an introduction to a subject is 

very easy to do on it.  

In writing this note, the schedule for Formed this 

particular week covered topics from the Crusades 

to a Bible study on Galatians to looking at the 

amazing lives of Saints Monica and Augustine. 

Overall, I hope this will be a fun and informative 

aid to the faith life of our parishes and we look 

forward to hearing from all our parishioners on 

their experiences with it.  

There will be more instructional aides in the 

newsletter, but if you have questions or issues with 

it, please let us know in the office: growing in the 

knowledge of God is important for us all.  

 

In Christ,  

Fr. Hurley 
 

 

 

Here are the Formed sign-up instructions for our 

parishioners:  

1.            Visit FORMED.org 

2.            Click Sign Up 

3.            Select "Sign Up As A Parishioner" 

4.            Find St John the Evangelist by parish 

name, be sure to put Hartford City or zip code of 

47348. (We could only set it up for one church 

location in our pastorate.) 

5.            Enter your email - and you're in! 

We also hope to have a link on our website and 

weekly round-up notices in our bulletin for special 

features.  Our high school youth programs will be 

using materials from Formed for their RE classes 

as well. 

 

 
 

 

"Miss no single opportunity of making 

some small sacrifice, here by a 

smiling look, there by a kindly word; 

always doing the smallest right and 

doing it all for love." 

— St. Therese of Lisieux 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Parishioners are asked to set aside time this 
week to pray the rosary for peace and 
stability in Afghanistan and Haiti, including 
our military/civil servants. 
 

SPECIAL HAITI COLLECTION 

Prompted by the massive earthquake and tropical 

storm that hit Haiti, Archbishop José H. Gomez, 

President of the USCCB, sent a letter to all bishops 

asking them to consider taking up a voluntary special 

collection as soon as possible to support the Church 

and humanitarian needs arising from this disaster.  

Bishop Doherty agrees with the urgent need for 

assistance and has agreed to have our parishes do a 

voluntary special collection.   Bishop Doherty has 

also decided to assist from the Chancery by 

contributing $25,000 to Haiti from a restricted fund 

that was established for the sole purpose of assisting 

in Haiti.  This fund was created via specific donations 

for Haiti and not from Fruitful Harvest or the 

Catholic Ministries Appeal. 

Funds collected in this special appeal will be used to 

support the efforts in Haiti of the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops for pastoral and 

reconstruction needs of the Church and/or Catholic 

Relief Services/Catholic Charities USA, the official 

relief agencies of the U.S. Catholic Church, as they 

and their local agencies respond to immediate 

emergency needs for such necessities as water, food, 

shelter, and medical care and aid in long-term 

rebuilding and recovery efforts.   

Extra baskets will be located at each of our parishes 

marked “Haiti”, or donations can be sent to the 

office by September 7. Thank you for helping our 

brothers and sisters in need. 
 

    * * * * * * * * * * * * *  



 
 

 

BLESSING OF ANIMALS 

Save the date of Sunday, October 3rd.  We are 

planning a blessing of animals in celebration of St. 

Francis of Assisi feast day which is October 4.  Any 

type of animal is welcome, but must be contained.  

Details will be forthcoming. 

 
 

"While the world changes,  

the cross stands firm." 

— St. Bruno 
 

ANNIVERSARY MASS WITH 

BISHOP DOHERTY 

How wonderful the bond of the two believers: one in 

hope, one in vow, one in discipline, one in the same 

service!” — Introduction to the Order of 

Celebrating Matrimony, no. 11 

All married couples of the diocese celebrating 

significant marriage anniversaries in 2021 are invited 

to attend a special Mass with Bishop Doherty to 

celebrate their years of Christian Marriage. The 

Anniversary Mass will fulfill the Sunday obligation 

and during Mass Bishop Doherty will offer a special 

anniversary blessing. Immediately following Mass, 

Bishop Doherty will greet couples at a reception of 

light refreshments. Sunday, September 19, 2021 

2:30PM (EDT) Cathedral of St. Mary of the 

Immaculate Conception 1207 Columbia St. 

Lafayette, IN  

Register by contacting Sandra Santucci at 

ssantucci@dol-in.org or (765) 269-4663. 

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH FOR 

WORKERS 

Joseph, by the work of your hands 

and the sweat of your brow, 

you supported Jesus and Mary, 

and had the Son of God as your fellow 

worker. 

Teach me to work as you did, 

with patience and perseverance, for God and 

for those whom God has given me to 

support. 

Teach me to see in my fellow workers 

the Christ who desires to be in them, 

that I may always be charitable and 

forbearing 

towards all. 

Grant me to look upon work 

with the eyes of faith, 

so that I shall recognize in it 

my share in God’s own creative activity 

and in Christ’s work of our redemption, 

and so take pride in it. 

When it is pleasant and productive, 

remind me to give thanks to God for it. 

And when it is burdensome, 

teach me to offer it to God, 

in reparation for my sins 

and the sins of the world. 

(Note: This prayer was taken from the booklet “Devotions to 

Saint Joseph” by Brian Moore, S.J., printed and published by 

the Society of St. Paul.) 

 



 
Uniting in Heart Bulletin Announcement: August 9, 2021 

An excerpt from the 8/8 edition of The Catholic Moment 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Pastorate releases their 3-year 

rolling pastoral plan 

The weekend of June 11-13, 2021 was an exciting 

one for the Sacred Heart of Jesus pastorate in Cicero. 

Not only was the dispensation to attend Mass lifted 

that weekend but the parish had also just celebrated 

their feast day on June 11. These events together 

made it the perfect time to also roll out their 

pastorate’s Pastoral Vision Plan which they had been 

working on for several months. “I devoted my 

weekend homily to introducing the plan the weekend 

of June 12 and 13,” said Father Sean Pogue, 

missionary pastor of the Sacred of Jesus pastorate. 

“We had just celebrated our feast day the day before 

on June 11, so I incorporated that as well. And since 

this was the weekend that COVID-19 restrictions 

were lifted, it also felt like a re-opening of sorts.” 

As part of the Uniting in Heart 2030 Pastoral Plan, 

pastorate leadership teams have been working with 

Our Sunday Visitor (OSV), the diocese, and their 

pastorate consultant, Molly Clark, to formulate a 3-

year rolling pastoral plan. Over the last several 

months Sacred Heart has collected feedback from 

parishioners to guide their process, and spent much 

time in prayer to discern what Uniting in Heart will 

look like at their pastorate and to spread the love of 

Jesus Christ to all.   

Since the plan rolled out in June, parishioners have 

been very engaged and interested in understanding 

how the plan will take shape. “Personally, I have 

received a ton of feedback from parishioners who are 

ready to get moving,” said Annie Aker, director of 

evangelization for the pastorate. “Many are excited 

about the programs—having looked up the ones we 

are going to be implementing by publishers or asking 

questions about the ones that are in the works by the 

leadership team.” 

To make sure everyone had a chance to review the 

plan, every registered parishioner received a copy in 

the mail. The pastorate has also made sure to keep the 

3-year rolling plan top of mind. “We are always 

referencing the document,” said Emily Sipes, director 

of operations. “We have them set out in various 

places, and Annie dedicated the July/August bulletin 

board in the narthex to the plan.” 

Through all of this, the Holy Spirit has certainly been 

at work. “Having had some great conversations over 

the last month or so, the energy and movement of the 

Holy Spirit has overflowed from the leadership team 

and planning committee to the parishioners who want 

to take on and embody the plan just as much as we 

are embracing it,” said Aker. 

Father Pogue agreed that the enthusiasm of the 

parishioners has been rewarding. “I have had a few 

people ask questions about some of the activities that 

are listed in our plan or things they weren’t familiar 

with,” he said. “One thing I have heard often is that 

there is a lot of stuff in the plan, and some have 

wondered if we could do it all. To that I responded 

that we have three years, a committed staff, a 

growing parish, and a vibrancy that only the Holy 

Spirit could bring, so yes, we can do it!” 

To read more, see the August 8th edition of The 

Catholic Moment.  

 

 
 

ONGOING CLERGY FORMATION 

Similar to what other professions call "continuing 

education", ongoing formation for priests is a 

continuation of the formation they received in the 

seminary.  Focusing on the four pillars of formation 

(human, intellectual, spiritual, and pastoral), ongoing 

formation provides education and opportunities for 

continual growth and development for priests as they 

live this vocation.  Human formation focuses on the 

physical, mental, and emotional health and 

development of the priest.  Intellectual 

formation focuses on the academic development of 

the priest.  Spiritual formation focuses on the 

development of prayer and the spiritual life of the 

priest.  Pastoral formation focuses on developing the 

tools and skills necessary for priestly ministry in the 

current context.  Ongoing formation for priests is 

necessary to sustain vibrant priestly ministry.  

Uniting in Heart supports ongoing formation by 

providing regular Priest Formation Days, organized 

by the Vicar for Clergy, where priests gather to learn, 

grow, and build fraternity with one another. 
 

To learn more about the formation taking place in our 

diocese, see the recent article from Father Dominic Petan, 

Vicar for Clergy, in the August 22nd edition of The 

Catholic Moment.  

 



PERFECT PICNIC DAY 

The Knights of Columbus annual picnic was held 

August 15.  The day was blessed with absolutely 

gorgeous weather, great food, activity and fellowship 

enjoyed by nearly 70 attendees.  Special thanks to 

John and Karen Shields for all their work that goes 

into hosting this event.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

If you or someone you know has been a victim of sexual 

misconduct by clergy, contact Victim Assistance 

Coordinator, Jackie Montrie M.A., LMFT, LMHC, at 765-

464-4988, contact Child Protective Services at 1-800-800-

5556, or report the incident 

www.dioceseoflafayetteinindiana.ethicspoint.com 

 

YEAR OF THE FAMILY 

Pope Francis has announced a special Year of the 

Family for March 19, 2021, to June 26, 2022. The 

year commemorates the fifth anniversary of the 

apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of 

Love).    

Goal 5 of 5 from Pope Francis:     Broaden the 

vision and scope of the family apostolate to 

embrace a cross-cutting approach, including married 

couples, children, young people, the elderly and 

situations of family fragility. 

 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

SEPTEMBER 
 

HOLY FAMILY 

Sunday 11:00 am Reader: Judy Moore 

Commentator: Marcia Atkinson 5, Cathy Griffin 12, 

19, 26 Communion Minister:  Luke Christman 

Ushers:  Jeff & Marilee Cox  Greeter:  Brian Baker 

ST. MARY’S 

Sept. 4:   Reader:  Ted Kolodka Greeter: Dean & 

Loretta Wilson  Counter: Dan Watson 

Sept. 11:   Reader:  Dan Watson Greeter: Colleen 

Bicknell  Counter: Jane Crouch 

Sept. 18:   Reader:  Laverne Watson Greeter: Jane 

Crouch Counter: Dan Watson 

Sept. 25:   Reader:  Kathy Jutte Greeter: Colleen 

Bicknell  Counter: Dan Watson 

 

ST. JOHN’S 

Saturday 6:30 pm Reader & Announcements: Shea 

Aulbach 4, 18, Vince Cimino 11, 25  Communion 

Minister:  Anna Cimino Greeters:  Mary Ford 

Sunday 9:00 am Reader & Announcements: 

Bernadette Elkins Communion Minister:  Eric 

Aulbach  Greeters: Linda Trant  

http://www.dioceseoflafayetteinindiana.ethicspoint.com/


MONTHLY K OF C CHALLENGE 

CHALLENGE by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 

William E. Lori: 

And Mary said: “My soul proclaims the greatness 

of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly 

servant.” (Gospel for Aug. 15, Lk 1:46-48) 

Praying together brings families closer to God and 

closer to each other. When Mary visits her cousin 

Elizabeth, the first thing they do is pray: Elizabeth 

declares a blessing that we repeat every time we say a 

Hail Mary, and Mary responds with a hymn of praise 

called the Magnificat. Blessed Michael McGivney, 

whose feast day we celebrate Aug. 13, came from a 

prayerful home, and because of his work to 

strengthen families, we call him the “apostle of 

Christian family life.” May we seek to make our own 

homes places of prayer to strengthen our families and 

draw nearer to God. 

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 

William E. Lori: 

This month, I challenge you to pray every day as an 

individual or as a family, asking the intercession of 

Blessed Michael McGivney to live in a more 

prayerful home, perhaps using the prayer for his 

canonization. Second, I challenge you to assist your 

council in the Faith in Action Family Prayer Night or 

Family Week program, incorporating devotions to 

Father McGivney into your efforts. 

Questions for Reflection: 

Do you maintain good and regular habits of prayer in 

your home? Where is there room for improvement in 

your family prayer life? What is one specific thing 

you could do to deepen your own prayer life? 
              --KofC.org 

 

 
 

 

CMA UPDATE 

Our pastorate is currently at $54,00 in pledges for our 

current year CMA appeal of nearly $81,000.  Thank 

you!   

December 31st is the final date of this campaign for 

payments.  If you would be willing to give towards 

this, please contact Fr. Hurley or Diana in the office 

at 765-348-3889.   

Thank you to each who have offered a pledge and to 

those who have offered prayers for the Catholic 

Ministries Appeal success and the benefits it provides 

to us and our diocese as a whole. 

YOUTH GROUP update 

Our Pastoral Council met last week and we have 

coordinated between our two high school RE 

instructors on the forming of a pastorate youth group.  

For this year at least, students in grades 9-12 will 

meet weekly on Sunday mornings for religious 

education.  Then, at least once a month, an organized 

activity will be planned, sometimes each group 

separately, sometimes both groups joined together, 

for parish and/or community fun, social teaching, 

outreach, etc.  Students will potentially work towards 

an end-of-year trip by their participation.  Please 

encourage your high school student to participate in 

both RE and youth group to continue to grow in their 

faith with fellow Catholic students. 

 

 
 

RELIGIOUS ED has begun 

Religious education is underway for St. John’s and 

St. Mary’s and Holy Family will begin classes 

September 12.  If you have a school age student P3-

12 that you wish to enroll in classes, please contact 

the office. There is no charge for religious education, 

so we hope all students will attend to learn more 

about their faith.     
 

 
 

 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES  

ANNIVERSARIES: 

2 Mark & Shea Aulbach 

4 Corey & Amy Hardesty 

10 David & Lupie Dell  

12 John & Christine Geise  

15 Dan & Emily Johnson   

29 Kyle & Tiffany Homan  

BIRTHDAYS: 

4 Emilee Hardesty   

11 Lucy Banser   

16 Derrick Shields 

18 Brianna Elkins 

19 Megan Trissel 

25 John Shields 
If you would like to be included in the birthday and 

anniversary listings, please drop us a note with your name, 

month and day of birth or anniversary. We would be 

happy to share it through The Good News Letter.  We do 

not automatically include names due to privacy.  



 

POPE’S LETTER ON ST. JOSEPH 

ON THE 150th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE PROCLAMATION OF SAINT JOSEPH 
AS PATRON OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH 

Pope Francis issued an Apostolic Letter on December 8, 

2020, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, 

proclaiming the year 2021 as the year of St. Joseph, the 

Worker.  Each month of 2021 we will include one of the 

seven personal reflections of St. Joseph by Pope Francis.      

A father in the shadows 

The Polish writer Jan Dobraczyński, in his book The 

Shadow of the Father, tells the story of Saint 

Joseph’s life in the form of a novel. He uses the 

evocative image of a shadow to define Joseph. In his 

relationship to Jesus, Joseph was the earthly shadow 

of the heavenly Father: he watched over him and 

protected him, never leaving him to go his own way. 

We can think of Moses’ words to Israel: “In the 

wilderness… you saw how the Lord your God carried 

you, just as one carries a child, all the way that you 

travelled” (Deut 1:31). In a similar way, Joseph acted 

as a father for his whole life.  

Fathers are not born, but made. A man does not 

become a father simply by bringing a child into the 

world, but by taking up the responsibility to care for 

that child. Whenever a man accepts responsibility for 

the life of another, in some way he becomes a father 

to that person. 

Children today often seem orphans, lacking fathers. 

The Church too needs fathers. Saint Paul’s words to 

the Corinthians remain timely: “Though you have 

countless guides in Christ, you do not have many 

fathers” (1 Cor 4:15). Every priest or bishop should 

be able to add, with the Apostle: “I became your 

father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (ibid.). 

Paul likewise calls the Galatians: “My little children, 

with whom I am again in travail until Christ be 

formed in you!” (4:19). 

Being a father entails introducing children to life and 

reality. Not holding them back, being overprotective 

or possessive, but rather making them capable of 

deciding for themselves, enjoying freedom and 

exploring new possibilities. Perhaps for this reason, 

Joseph is traditionally called a “most chaste” father. 

That title is not simply a sign of affection, but the 

summation of an attitude that is the opposite of 

possessiveness. Chastity is freedom from 

possessiveness in every sphere of one’s life. Only 

when love is chaste, is it truly love. A possessive love 

ultimately becomes dangerous: it imprisons, 

constricts and makes for misery. God himself loved 

humanity with a chaste love; he left us free even to 

go astray and set ourselves against him. The logic of 

love is always the logic of freedom, and Joseph knew 

how to love with extraordinary freedom. He never 

made himself the center of things. He did not think of 

himself, but focused instead on the lives of Mary and 

Jesus. 

Joseph found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but 

in self-gift. In him, we never see frustration but only 

trust. His patient silence was the prelude to concrete 

expressions of trust. Our world today needs fathers. It 

has no use for tyrants who would domineer others as 

a means of compensating for their own needs. It 

rejects those who confuse authority with 

authoritarianism, service with servility, discussion 

with oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, 

power with destruction. Every true vocation is born 

of the gift of oneself, which is the fruit of mature 

sacrifice. The priesthood and consecrated life 

likewise require this kind of maturity. Whatever our 

vocation, whether to marriage, celibacy or virginity, 

our gift of self will not come to fulfilment if it stops 

at sacrifice; were that the case, instead of becoming a 

sign of the beauty and joy of love, the gift of self 

would risk being an expression of unhappiness, 

sadness and frustration. 

When fathers refuse to live the lives of their children 

for them, new and unexpected vistas open up. Every 

child is the bearer of a unique mystery that can only 

be brought to light with the help of a father who 

respects that child’s freedom. A father who realizes 

that he is most a father and educator at the point 

when he becomes “useless”, when he sees that his 

child has become independent and can walk the paths 

of life unaccompanied. When he becomes like 

Joseph, who always knew that his child was not his 

own but had merely been entrusted to his care. In the 

end, this is what Jesus would have us understand 

when he says: “Call no man your father on earth, for 

you have one Father, who is in heaven” (Mt 23:9). 

In every exercise of our fatherhood, we should 

always keep in mind that it has nothing to do with 

possession, but is rather a “sign” pointing to a greater 

fatherhood. In a way, we are all like Joseph: a 

shadow of the heavenly Father, who “makes his sun 

rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 

just and on the unjust” (Mt 5:45). And a shadow that 

follows his Son. 



 
Please join us in Celebrating the Lord’s Day with the 

sacrifice of the Mass. 

The Lord’s Day Weekend Mass Schedule: 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  

5:00pm at St. Mary’s, Dunkirk 

 6:30pm at St. John’s, Hartford City 

Sunday Mass: 

 9:00am at St. John’s, Hartford City 

11:00am at Holy Family, Gas City 
If weekend Mass is uncomfortable for you, a 

weekday Mass might be a good alternative.  There 

are less people in attendance, but you can still receive 

Jesus in the Eucharist.   

 Mondays 10am at St. John’s 

 Wednesdays 12noon at St. John’s 

 Thursdays 5:30pm at St. Mary’s 

 Fridays 9am at Holy Family 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Pope Francis has established September 1st each 

year as the World Day of Prayer for the Care of 

Creation, encouraging the Catholic commun-

ity around the world to pray for our common 

home. 

The day is inspired by Pope Francis' landmark 

encyclical Laudato Si’, which calls on "every person 

living on this planet" to care for our shared Earth. 

He calls us all to celebrate this opportune moment to 

“reaffirm [our] personal vocation to be stewards of 

creation, to thank God for the wonderful handiwork 

which he has entrusted to our care, and to implore his 

help for the protection of creation, as well as his 

pardon for the sins committed against the world in 

which we live.” 

PEOPLE WITH GOOD NEWS 
 

Normally Holy Family parishioners volunteer on 

Mondays & Tuesdays during June and August to 

provide service at “The Well”.  This year all of those 

days have been served for us by one parishioner, Sue 

Barkdull.  Please offer her thanks for her great job of 

covering for the rest of us.  Thank you, Sue!! 

Adam Aulbach received champion in woodworking 

at the Blackford County fair. 

Jaden Aulbach received grand champion dairy 

heifer at the Blackford County fair. 

Jakob Aulbach received reserve grand champion in 

crafts and electric at the Blackford County fair. 

Josiah Aulbach received grand champion in electric 

at the Blackford County fair and was champion 

beginner diary showman. 

Nicholas Aulbach received reserve grand champion 

barrow and breeding gift at the Blackford County fair 

and was champion senior swine showman. 

Allyson Henderson received champion in sewing 

construction at the Blackford County fair. 

Ashley Henderson received champion in arts and 

crafts at the Blackford County fair. 

Madison Henderson received a blue ribbon in 

fashion revue at the Blackford County fair. 

Gabriel Kitterman received grand champion market 

gilt and grand champion beef heifer at the Blackford 

County fair and was reserve champion beginner beef 

showman. 

Gavin Kitterman received grand champion beef 

heifer at the Blackford County fair and was reserve 

champion beginner swine showman. 

Mason Kitterman was champion junior swine 

showman at the Blackford County fair. 

Noah Kitterman received grand champion breeding 

gilt at the Blackford County fair. 

Aubrey Michael received champion in foods at the 

Blackford County fair. 

Bryson Michael received reserve champion beginner 

dairy showman at the Blackford County fair. 

Jenna Payne received grand champion in home 

environment, champion in photography and crafts, 

and reserve champion in foods at the Blackford 

County fair. 
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Lord’s Day Liturgy 
                  SATURDAY:  5.00 pm at St. Mary’s 

             6:30 pm at St. John’s 

                        SUNDAY:  9:00 am at St. John’s 

                                          11:00 am at Holy Family 

- Weekday Liturgy:  Please consult inside the bulletin. – 

 
 
 
 

Calling all women of St. John’s 

Altar and Rosary Meets Again! 

Thursday, September 2, at 6 pm, Parish 

Hall 

Ham Sandwiches and assorted drinks will 

be available 

Please bring your favorite side dish 

Agenda includes:  Defining our 

purpose discussion (where have we 

been and where are we going) 

Yearly activities planning 

Short “business” update 

And the blessing of being together 

again!!! 

All ladies of St. John’s are invited and 

encouraged to attend! 

 
     
                                 
       
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Sept. 17, 2021 

 

Editor:  Diana Holsten 

 

 

 

GRANDPARENT’S DAY BINGO 

September 12 is National Grandparent’s Day in the 

United States.  In connection with Pope Francis 

World Day for Grandparents in July, our pastorate 

has planned a Grandparent’s Day gathering to be held 

in the parish hall at St. John’s on Sunday, September 

12th, 2-4pm.  Kids are invited to bring a grandparent 

(biological or adopted for the day) or grandparents 

bring a grandchild.   

We will play bingo with prizes, have snack foods and 

drinks, and have memory sharing booklets available.  

This is a pastorate sponsored event. All in our 

pastorate are invited, no cost for the event, just come 

celebrate our grandparents and their heritage. 

 
In July, Pope Francis, in his message for the first World 

Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, called on 

grandparents to “help build the world of tomorrow… and 

‘take an active part in renewing and supporting our 

troubled societies’(ibid.,77)… through three pillars:  

dreams, memory and prayer.” 


